Woman cadre among five Maoists killed
A combined team of CRPF and Jharkhand police shot dead five Maoists, including a woman cadre, and arrested two others during an anti-Naxal operation Monday in West Singhbhum district. Two other Maoists managed to escape with bullet wounds. Among the slain Maoists were Singrai, a subzonal committee member of the outfit, zonal committee member Kande Honhaga carrying Rs 5-lakh reward, and a squad member.
P 12
Man electrocuted by clothesline, wife & son also die
A 45-year-old construction worker was electrocuted on Monday morning while hanging a towel on a clothesline in Dapodi village, about 85km from Pune. His 40-year-old wife and son, a Class 12 student, also suffered fatal shocks in a desperate attempt to save him. Their daughter was at a coaching class when the accident happened.
TNN
IIT-K gp student, 21, found dead in hostel
A 21-year-old female biotechnology student from Kerala was found dead on Monday in the hostel at IITKharagpur. Many on the campus questioned the circumstances in which the student’s body was found.
P 11
AI flyer gets ‘metal blade’ in meal
A flyer on a Bengaluru-San Francisco Al flight on June 9 reportedly found a metal blade in his meal, which he was able to spit out before it could cause harm. AI “confirms a foreign object was found in the meal of a guest”.
P11
Chinese link found in investment scam
While investigating an investment scam in which five people were arrested in southwest Delhi last week, police found that the gang had connections with scammers from both China and Cambodia.
P6
City heat index hits 50°C, relief likely in 2 days
Delhi continued to stay in the grip of a relentless heatwave, which persisted for the ninth straight day on Monday, with the temperature at Safdarjung crossing 45 degrees C again after 17 days and the heat index, or the ‘feel-like’ temperature, soaring to 50 degrees C against 46 degrees C a day earlier. The city also recorded warm night conditions for the fourth consecutive day with the minimum temperature at 33 degrees C. IMD said heatwave conditions over the region are likely to for two more days.
P3 & 11
Shimla faces acute water shortage, P 11
9 die as goods train rear -ends Kanchanjungha Exp in Bengal
Goods Driver & Exp’s Guard Killed; 41 Injured
Roshan Gupta & Pinak Priya Bhattacharya TNN
Siliguri/Kolkata: A goods train allegedly disregarded a signal and rear-ended the Sealdah-bound Kanchanjungha Express near north Bengal’s New Jalpaiguri station at 8.55am Monday, causing four bogies and five freight containers to derail. At least nine people died and 41 were injured in the accident that was eerily similar to the three-train pile-up near Odisha’s Balasore last June that killed 296.
Five of the nine who died were in a general compartment ahead of two parcel vans of the express train that seemingly absorbed most of the impact of the crash between Rangapani and Chattar Hat stations, around 11km from New Jalpaiguri. Four passenger trains had passed that stretch minutes before the accident.
Among the casualties were loco pilot Anil Kumar of the goods train, Kanchanjungha Express guard Ashish Dey, state excise inspector Kaleb Subba, railway employee Shankar Mohan Das, and passengers Subhajit Mali and Beauty Begum. Three of the dead hadn’t been identified till late evening.
The four derailed bogies of the express and five cargo containers fell on the adjoining track, stalling rail traffic along astretch of the lone route that connects Guwahati and the Northeast with the rest of the country. Kavach, the railways’ automatic anti-collision system, has not been installed on this busy route yet.
Railway Board chairperson and CEO Jaya Varma Sinha said a “human error” by the deceased loco pilot of the goods train may have triggered the collision, while railway mi- nister Ashwini Vaishnaw said at the accident site that a thorough inquiry by the Commission of Railway Safety would reveal the cause. “The railway accident is saddening. Condolences to those who lost their loved ones. I pray that the injured recover at the earliest. Spoke to officials and took stock of the situation,” PM Modi posted on X.
Locals 1st responders, P 10
China boosting nuclear arsenal, has 3x India’s warheads: SIPRI
New Delhi: China is boosting its nuclear arsenal faster than any other country around the globe, and now has triple the number of warheads that India has, while it also deploys some of them on “high operational alert” on ballistic missiles, reports Rajat Pandit.
Pakistan, in turn, maintains its rough parity with India in the number of nuclear warheads, while Russia and the US are leagues ahead of others, together accounting for 90% of all nuclear weapons.
China now has 500 warheads, up from 410 in January 2023, while India has 172 (from 164 in 2023) and Pakistan 170 (unchanged from 2023), as per the latest assessment by the Stockholm International Peace Institute (SIPRI) released on Monday.
The Indian defence establishment, however, remains confident of its strategic deterrence capability, which is poised to get some additional teeth after the already-inducted over 5,000-km range Agni-5 ballistic missile was tested for the first time with multiple-warhead capability on March 11 this year.
To plug weakest leg, P 18
Rahul to keep Rae Bareli, Priyanka to make poll debut from Wayanad
Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge made the announcements after discussions with the Gandhis and AICC general secretary K C Venugopal
Subodh.Ghildiyal@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: In what may change the complexion of both Parliament and opposition politics, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra will take the electoral plunge from Wayanad Lok Sabha constituency in Kerala, which her brother Rahul Gandhi has decided to vacate while retaining Rae Bareli in UP.
Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge made the two announcements to the media on Monday evening, after detailed discussions at his residence which involved Sonia Gandhi, the Gandhi siblings and AICC general secretary K C Venugopal — who flanked him at the press meet (barring Sonia). Lauding Priyanka for party’s victories in key Lok Sabha seats, Kharge said, “
jeet unke haath mein hai (she’s destined to win)”.
Rahul won from the two constituencies in the 2024 LS polls, triggering speculation about the seat he would retain. He gave a hint of the likely decision on a thanksgiving tour to Wayanad on June 12, when he spoke about his “dilemma” over which seat to qu- it, but added that constituents in both the places would be happy with his decision.
The announcement also kept open the possibility of Rahul agreeing to CWC’s request to be the leader of the opposition in the Lok Sabha.
3 Gandhis in Parl? P 18
Drunk Nagpur man on joyride with pals runs over 17 on footpath, 2 dead
Soumitra.Bose@timesgroup.com
Nagpur:A woman and a man from a family belonging to the Bagadiya tribe of Rajasthan were killed and 15 others were injured when a car carrying six friends, allegedly drunk after partying at a dhaba, drove onto the footpath where they were sleeping near Dighori toll plaza in Nagpur shortly before midnight Sunday.
Bhushan Lanjewar, a qualified fire engineer who was allegedly driving a Hyundai Verna under the influence, and his friends — Vansh Zade, Sanmay Patrikar, Atharva Vanayat, Atharva Mogre and Hrushikesh Choubey — were arrested. Lanjewar and his friends, all engineering students or graduates, were charged under IPC Section 304 (II) (culpable homicide not amounting to murder) and other sections, police said Monday. They were remanded in police custody for two days, ending June 19.
Drove back & forth, P 18
Inebriated teen rams SUV into auto, 4 injured
Pune: Four members of an autorickshaw driver’s family were injured after an 18-yearold student, who was allegedly inebriated, rammed his SUV into the three-wheeler in Pune around Sunday midnight, reports Gitesh Shelke.
The teen was produced before a court on Monday, which ordered his release on bail. He has been booked under IPC Sections 279 (rash and negligent driving), 337 and 338 (act endangering human life) and 427 (mischief) and Sections 184 (driving dangerously) and 185 (driving by a drunken person) of the Motor Vehicles Act.
Trackers refuse to slaughter for cheetah feed
Around 30 villagers hired to monitor cheetahs at Kuno national park in Madhya Pradesh’s Sheopur district have gone on strike over being asked to slaughter animals to feed the big cats, reports P Naveen.
The villagers, primarily from Yadav and Gurjar communities, were recruited as trackers and recently asked to slaughter goats and buffaloes to feed the cheetahs. They have approached CM Mohan Yadav’s office, saying the duties clash with their religious beliefs. Besides exemption from slaughter duties, the trackers have also sought comprehensive insurance coverage.
P 8
Tailor’s take on the trade bags Akademi award
Saudagar, who still works as a tailor, bagged the 2024 Sahitya Akademi Yuva Puraskar award in Marathi for his novel, Usvan (Frayed Stitches)
Ardhra.Nair@timesgroup.com
Pune: Devidas Saudagar won’t ring a bell even in Marathi literary circles, but his novel Usvan (Frayed Stitches) about the trials and tribulations of the tailoring community fetched him the Sahitya Akademi Yuva Puraskar 2024 award in Marathi on Saturday.
The outpouring of a writer who dropped out of school after Std VII, took up tailoring and worked as a watchman for Rs 5,000, Saudagar’s book rose from the idea of how ready-made clothes have shrunk the need for stitched ones.
“During Covid, there was no work and I started writing full-time. I did a compilation of poems in 2021 and Usvan in 2022. I took it to 10 major publishers but the novel was rejected,” Saudagar, among 23 writers from across India selected for the award, told TOI.
Had to drop out, P 18
Nikhil Gupta extradited to US in Pannun case, pleads not guilty
Senators To Biden Admn: Hold India Accountable
This photo released by US authorities allegedly shows an undercover US officer being handed $15,000 — described by the US justice department as an advance payment — by an ‘associate’ of Gupta in a car in Manhattan on June 9, 2023
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: The arrival of US NSA Jake Sullivan in India for a review of the Initiative on Critical and Emerging Technology (iCET) coincided with an announcement by the Czech govt that Indian national Nikhil Gupta, who was indicted by American authorities for his involvement in the Gurpatwant Pannun foiled murder plot, was handed over to the US on Friday last week.
With Gupta extradited, the Biden administration came under renewed pressure to seek accountability from India on Monday. A group of Democrat Senators led by Jeff Merkley, a senior member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, wrote to secretary of state Antony Blinken calling for a strong diplomatic response, following the “credible allegations” about the involvement of an Indian official in the plot.
Gupta, who allegedly hired a hitman to eliminate the pro-Khalistan separatist at the instance of an Indian govt official, was produced in a Manhattan federal court on Monday, where he pleaded “not guilty” to the charges. The announcement of his extradition to the US, which has a treaty with Czech Republic, was made by Czech justice minister Pavel Blazek. Czech authorities had arrested Gupta on June 30 last year.
No one is talking, P 10
US, India NSAs agree to raze trade barriers
US NSA Jake Sullivan and his Indian counterpart Ajit Doval committed to “concrete action” in the coming months on long-standing barriers to strategic trade, tech and industrial cooperation, while pledging to prevent leakage of sensitive technologies to countries of concern. Sullivan also held met foreign minister S Jaishankar and called on PM Modi.
P8
MHA to hold talks with Meiteis &Kukis to bridge ethnic divide
HM Amit Shah chairs a meeting to review the situation in Manipur
Bharti.Jain@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: The home ministry will hold talks “at the earliest” with Meitei and Kuki representatives from Manipur as part of a fresh bid to bridge the ethnic divide that has been causing recurrent unrest and clashes between the state’s indigenous communities over the past one year.
This was stated by home minister Amit Shah at a meeting chaired by him here on Monday to review the security situation in Manipur, particularly in the wake of fresh ethnic tension triggered by the June 6 killing of a farmer in Jiribam, a town bordering Assam that until now was unaffected by violence.
Sources said the talks led by MHA will be different from the off-and-on peace parleys held thus far by a central team led by senior IB officer A K Mishra, usually involving separate talks with the ethnic groups or civil society representatives. “There is a need to bring representatives of both the communities, Kukis and Meiteis, to the table together and resolve issues causing mistrust between them... as it is done in a political-level dialogue,” a senior official who did not want to be named said.
CM absent at meet, P 10
Erase our names or will sue: Yogendr a, Palshikar to NCERT
New Delhi: Political scientists Yogendra Yadav and Suhas Palshikar wrote to NCERT on Monday objecting to the inclusion of their names in new school textbooks after they had requested removal of their na- mes as authors from the revised versions.
They warned legal action if these books were not immediately withdrawn.
TNN
An embarrassment, P 11
‘Bharat’ won’t replace ‘India’ in books: NCERT, P11
NEET-UG row fallout: Govt mulls NTA reforms
New Delhi: Post-resolution of the National Eligibilitycum-Entrance Test-undergraduate (NEET-UG) controversies, significant reforms are anticipated within the National Testing Agency (NTA). According to govt sources, extensive changes in the agency’s operations and exam administration are under consideration, with a high-level committee likely to be established for recommendations, reports Manash Gohain.
The NEET-UG 2024 results, announced on June 4, faced widespread criticism from students and parents. Legal challenges were filed against the results, highlighting three main issues.
After court order, P 18
Homeopath pays `16L for MBBS, gets fake degree
A homeopath from Gujarat paid Rs 16 lakh for admission to an MBBS course from a UP varsity and received his degree within a month of making full payment, without taking any exam. Realising it was a forged degree, he filed a complaint in 2019.
P 11
IN THE COURTS
➤ An Indian trainee pilot, 22, currently based in US, has moved Bombay HC over DGCA’s refusal to allow him to fly as pilot-in-command only because of his HIV status
P 8
➤ Karnataka HC grants bail for 16 days to a 23-yr-old man arrested under Pocso Act, allowing him to marry an 18-yr-old girl he has been accused of raping and with whom he fathered a child when she was a minor
P 8
➤ Bombay HC orders principal dist judge, Thane, to conduct a probe into functioning of juvenile court at Bhiwandi, after a clerk refused to accept a chargesheet & insisted on presence of the juvenile
P 10
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AND THEN AND THEN
THERE WERE THERE WERE 88The group stage was both unpredictable and incredible. Pakistan, New
Zealand and Sri Lanka have bowed out. Co-hosts USA not only scalped
Pakistan but also earned a place in the Super Eight. Now, T20 World Cup
2024 action shifts wholesale to the Caribbean Islands. And if the group
games were an indication, a bountiful of thrillers await us all
INDIA (World No. 1)
Form Book:
Won all three group games;
match against Canada abandoned
Forte: Quality batters. In-form
pacers, notably
Bumrah and Arshdeep.
Return of Pandya’s
bowling form and
confidence. Axar
in excellent all-round
nick. Experienced,
unflappable captain in
Rohit Sharma
Fragility: Kohli’s form
(5 runs in 3 games). Lack
of bite in Jadeja’s bowling.
Catching too must improve
Hot Star: Rishabh Pant.
India’s player of the group
stage. Scored team’s highest
runs (96) with best strike rate
(125). His keeping and DRS
calls have been first-rate.
AFGHANISTAN
(World No. 10)
Form Book:
Won all
three games, including
upsetting formidable
New Zealand. Final group
game against West Indies
will be over by 10am
on Tuesday
Forte: In-form team
everyone should be wary of. Batting
looks more solid than before.
Keeper-batter Rahmanullah Gurbaz
is tournament’s highest run-
getter (167) so far. All-round
bowling unit, especially
skipper-spinner Rashid
Khan and pacer
Fazalhaq Farooqi
Fragility: Inexperience
in winning big games.
Fielding and catching can
be below par
Hot Star: Fazalhaq Farooqi. The
23-year-old medium pacer, who plays
for SRH in IPL, has been lethal, taking
12 wickets in 3 games. Average an
astounding 3.5. Economy rate: 3.7
BANGLADESH (World No. 9)
Form Book:
Won three of its four
games, including a narrow two-wicket
win over Sri Lanka. Lost by a
mere 4 runs to S Africa
Forte: Veteran Shakib
Al Hasan excels with bat
and ball. Bowlers on
top of their game,
constantly bailing
out the team
Fragility: Batting,
especially captain
Najmul Hossain
Shanto and the
classy Litton Das,
who have consistently failed
Hot Star: Tanzim Hasan Sakib. The
21-year-old from Sylhet has been
penetrative and economical. His
bowling figures against Nepal: 4-2-
7-4 with a record 21 dot balls!
AUSTRALIA
(World No. 2)
Form Book: The Aussies
have a 100% record, winning
all 4 group games
Forte: Warner and Head make a
fearsome opening pair. Leg-spinner
Adam Zampa (9 wickets at 10.4 runs
apiece) is too hot to handle. World-class
fielding and catching gives them an
edge over rivals. Temperamentally
strong, the team has found a match-
winner whenever in crisis
Fragility: Strike bowler
Mitchell Starc has been
below his best
Hot Star: Marcus
Stoinis heads
the team’s
average
with bat
and ball.
His all-round show
bailed out the Aussies
from troubled
situations against
Oman & Scotland
Group A: India, Australia, Afghanistan, Bangladesh Group B: England, West Indies, South Africa, USA
India’s Super 8 matches: June 20 vs Afghanistan. June 22 vs Bangladesh. June 24 vs Australia
Tanzim The group stage was both unpredictable and incredible. Pakistan, New Zealand and Sri Lanka have bowed out. Co-hosts USA not only scalped Pakistan but also earned a place in the Super Eight. Now, T20 World Cup 2024 action shifts wholesale to the Caribbean Islands. And if the group games were an indication, a bountiful of thrillers await us all INDIA (World No. 1) Form Book: Won all three group games; match against Canada abandoned Forte: Quality batters. In-form pacers, notably Bumrah and Arshdeep. Return of Pandya’s bowling form and confidence. Axar in excellent all-round nick. Experienced, unflappable captain in Rohit Sharma Fragility: Kohli’s form (5 runs in 3 games). Lack of bite in Jadeja’s bowling. Catching too must improve Hot Star: Rishabh Pant. India’s player of the group stage. Scored team’s highest runs (96) with best strike rate (125). His keeping and DRS calls have been first-rate. AFGHANISTAN (World No. 10) Form Book: Won all three games, including upsetting formidable New Zealand. Final group game against West Indies will be over by 10am on Tuesday Forte: In-form team everyone should be wary of. Batting looks more solid than before. Keeper-batter Rahmanullah Gurbaz is tournament’s highest rungetter (167) so far. All-round bowling unit, especially skipper-spinner Rashid Khan and pacer Fazalhaq Farooqi Fragility: Inexperience in winning big games. Fielding and catching can be below par Hot Star: Fazalhaq Farooqi. The 23-year-old medium pacer, who plays for SRH in IPL, has been lethal, taking 12 wickets in 3 games. Average an astounding 3.5. Economy rate: 3.7 BANGLADESH (World No. 9) Form Book: Won three of its four games, including a narrow two-wicket win over Sri Lanka. Lost by a mere 4 runs to S Africa Forte: Veteran Shakib Al Hasan excels with bat and ball. Bowlers on top of their game, constantly bailing out the team Fragility: Batting, especially captain Najmul Hossain Shanto and the classy Litton Das, who have consistently failed Hot Star: Tanzim Hasan Sakib. The 21-year-old from Sylhet has been penetrative and economical. His bowling figures against Nepal: 4-27-4 with a record 21 dot balls! AUSTRALIA (World No. 2) Form Book: The Aussies have a 100% record, winning all 4 group games Forte: Warner and Head make a fearsome opening pair. Leg-spinner Adam Zampa (9 wickets at 10.4 runs apiece) is too hot to handle. World-class fielding and catching gives them an edge over rivals. Temperamentally strong, the team has found a matchwinner whenever in crisis Fragility: Strike bowler Mitchell Starc has been below his best Hot Star: Marcus Stoinis heads the team’s average with bat and ball. His all-round show bailed out the Aussies from troubled situations against Oman & ScotlandGroup A: India, Australia, Afghanistan, Bangladesh Group B: England, West Indies, South Africa, USA India’s Super 8 matches: June 20 vs Afghanistan. June 22 vs Bangladesh. June 24 vs Australia TanzimFULL COVERAGE | P 17 FULL COVERAGE | P 17
Man jumps to death during DRI quizzing
Nagpur: Deepak Desai (27), accused of smuggling gold, jumped on Saturday from the sixth floor office of the DRI deputy director at CGO Complex in Seminary Hills, killing himself during an ongoing investigation, reports Soumitra Bose. Maharashtra criminal investigation department officers visited the DRI office on Monday for preliminary inquiry.
Desai and Sunil Ghodke were caught from the Mumbai-bound Duronto Express following a tip-off when it reached Nagpur station on Saturday, said police. The two, who had gold worth more than Rs 2.2 crore, were taken to the DRI office from the station. While 483 gm of gold hidden in eight bedsheets was recovered from Desai, DRI sleuths had seized 3 kg gold from Ghodke, said a police source.
The two were headed from Kolkata to Mumbai’s Zaveri Bazaar, which is the routine modus operandi of gold smugglers. Desai was rushed to Mayo Hospital but declared dead. Gittikhadan police have registered a case of accidental death.
Police sources said Desai’s family have levelled allegations of foul play against DRI officials. The investigation is now likely to be transferred to either the state CID or city police crime branch. According to state CID sources, an ASP visited the place after a report from Gittikhadan police alerted them about the incident.
Sullivan meets Doval, both sides agree to dismantle barriers to strategic trade
India Committed To Strengthening Partnership With US For Global Good: Modi
Sachin.Parashar@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: US NSA Jake Sullivan and his Indian counterpart Ajit Doval committed “concrete action” in the coming months against long-standing barriers to strategic trade, technology and industrial cooperation, while pledging to prevent leakage of sensitive technologies to countries of concern, in what was the first high-level engagement between the two countries since the return of NDA govt this month.
Sullivan arrived in India Monday to undertake along with Doval a comprehensive review of cooperation under the Initiative on Critical and Emerging Technology (iCET). The initiative is expected to propel the relationship to the next level by removing regulatory barriers and developing a new defence industrial roadmap for joint development and production.
Sullivan also held talks with foreign minister S Jaishankar and called on PM Modi who on X said that India remains committed to strengthening the In- dia-US partnership for global good. Sullivan briefed him on the progress in iCET cooperation in areas like AI, semiconductors, defence and space. In the meeting, Modi expressed satisfaction at the speed and scale of the growing partnership and the convergence on regional and global issues.
The NSAs exchanged views also on issues like the Russia- Ukraine war and the conflict in Gaza. According to a joint factsheet issued after the meeting, Doval and Sullivan, in what was their second iCET talks, underscored the vital importance of adapting their “technology protection toolkits” and resolved to prevent leakage of sensitive and dual-use technologies to countries of concern. While neither side identified the countries of concern, US has been working to block the flow of technology to Russia, a country India continues to maintain strong defence ties with despite the promise of unprecedented transfer of technology from the US like in the GE-HAL deal for co-production of jet engines.
According to the factsheet, India and US will continue to chart an ambitious course for iCET. Doval and Sullivan also stressed the need for continued efforts, particularly under the Strategic Trade Dialogue, to address outstanding barriers to technology collaboration. They acknowledged progress in the GE-HAL jet deal negotiations, India’s planned acquisition of MQ-9B Sea Guardian drones and possible co-production of land warfare systems.
In defence, they focused on deepening cooperation to accelerate the joint adoption of cutting-edge commercial technologies for military solutions and capability enhancement of both defence ecosystems, including through an MoU, and expanding defence industrial partnerships, like through the launch of a jointly developed AI Multi-Domain Situational Awareness product.
“Our work also continues to be anchored in a shared commitment to ensuring that technology is designed, developed and deployed in a manner consistent with our democratic values , as well as a recognition that the future security and prosperity of the Indo-Pacific will hinge on the strength of the India-US relationship,” the joint factsheet said.
Doval and Sullivan also underscored their commitment to striving for breakthrough achievements in priority critical and emerging technology areas by focusing on co-production, co-development and R&D opportunities.
Rape accused gets 16-day bail to wed survivor
Bengaluru: Karnataka HC has granted bail for 16 days to a 23-year-old man arrested under Pocso Act, allowing him to marry an 18-year-old girl he has been accused of raping and with whom he fathered a child when she was a minor.
Treating it as a “peculiar” case, Justice M Nagaprasanna has directed authorities to release the petitioner from Mysuru city jail on June 17 so that the couple gets married and their one-year-old child doesn’t “suffer ignominy of any kind”. The accused will have to return to prison on July 3. “The certificate of evidence of marriage should be placed before the court on the next date of hearing (July 4),” the judge said.
The court explained that “to protect the interest of the child and also the responsibility of the mother in bringing up the child, this direction is found necessary to be issued”.
TNN
Denied nod to fly as commander due to HIV+ status, trainee pilot tells HC
AIR POCKET IN CAREER PATH
Rosy.Sequeira@timesgroup.com
Mumbai: An Indian trainee pilot (22) currently based in the US has moved Bombay high court over aviation regulator Directorate General of Civil Aviation’s (DGCA) refusal to allow him to fly as pilot-in-command only because of his HIV status.
“The petitioner has no grievance with being subjected to extra or more frequent tests due to his HIV status, but is aggrieved that despite being medically fit, he is in principle denied permission to fly as pilot-in-command but only as co-pilot which will close all avenues of employment in India,” states his petition, filed through his father.
According to his petition, in Nov 2020 he started preparation for the DGCA examin- ation to become a civil commercial pilot.
In July 2021 a medical test deemed him fit to serve as pilot-in-command. On Oct 8 2021, he cleared three DGCA examinations in the first attempt. After a medical test on Oct 14, he was informed about his HIV diagnosis. On Oct 21, he was issued a “temporarily unfit for flying in the capacity of flight crew as a commercial pilot” certificate by the hospital. After further blood tests evaluation, on Dec 10, DGCA informed him that he is “permanently unfit for flying”. On his appeal and after medical re-examination, in May 2022, DGCA issued a final certificate which deemed him as “fit for flying as P2 (copilot) only”.
His petition said DGCA’s refusal to permit him to fly as pilot-in-command will jeopardise his chance of being employed with any aviation company which is a clear violation of his fundamental rights to equality, profession and life. It violates the International Civil Aviation Organisation Manual of Aviation Medicine, and Section 3 of (Prohibition of discrimination) HIV and AIDS (Preven- tion and Control) Act, it said.
The petition said despite his HIV status, on March 24, 2023, the US Federal Aviation Administration declared him fit to fly and he is currently training for instrument rating and commercial licence. “...DGCA is arbitrarily and unfairly not granting the petitioner permission to be pilot in command while the petitioner is facing no such impediment in the US,” his petition added.
He urged HC to quash DGCA’s May 2022 certificate and to direct it to carry out his fitness test based on physical health and without prejudice to his HIV status. On June 10, his advocate told the court that his training will be over soon. DGCA and ministry of civil aviation sought time to reply to the petition. Next hearing is on July 1.
Faith clashes with duty, Kuno cheetah trackers skip work
The trackers were recently tasked with slaughtering goats and buffaloes for the animals
P.Naveen@timesgroup.com
Bhopal: The cheetah mission has run into a spot of bother. Around 30 villagers hired to monitor cheetahs at Kuno National Park in Madhya Pradesh’s Sheopur district have goneon strike.
These villagers, primarily from Yadav and Gurjar communities and recruited as trackers for their intimate knowledge of the lay of the land, are refusing to slaughter animals to feed the cheetahs brought from Africa in 2022 and housed in the park’s soft-release enclosures, known as “bomas”.
Paid approximately Rs 9,000 a month and working in shifts to track cheetahs round-the-clock, the trackers were recently tasked with slaughtering goats and buffaloes for the animals. This new duty clashed with their religious beliefs, leading them to strike and seek redress from CM Mohan Yadav’s office in Bhopal.
“...Our demands are clear — we will not participate in preparing animals for cheetah feeding,” one tracker said. Each tracker was assigned a specific cheetah, developing a unique understanding of their ward’s behaviour. This bond, while challenging to form with wild animals, was instrumental in data collection and cheetah acclimatisation efforts. They had become familiar with the cheetahs’ habits. The decision to involve trackers in slaughtering was intended to streamline this process but has backfired due to their refusal. This unexpected strike disrupts cheetah-tracking programme, though officials assert that immediate impact is minimal as most cheetahs are in secure enclosures. The striking villagers have two demands: comprehensive insurance coverage and exemption from slaughter duties. Although they couldn’t meet CM, they submitted pleas to his OSD, who then consulted with park officers.
Humans eat more than 100bn animals every year, according to media reports.
UNITED IN FAITH
Kashmiri Muslims offer Eid prayers outside Hazratbal shrine on the outskirts of Srinagar on Monday
Terrorist killed in Bandipora, Hizb cadre held in Handwara
Search Op On At Encounter Site For More Terrorists
Security personnel at the site of encounter in Bandipora district
Saleem.Pandit@timesgroup.com
Srinagar: An unidentified terrorist was killed in an encounter in north Kashmir’s Bandipora district, while a Hizbul Mujahideen operative was arrested in Handwara in Kupwara district on Monday. The developments came a day after Union home minister Amit Shah held a review meeting in the wake of backto-back terror attacks in Jammu, and directed security agencies to take steps to replicate in Jammu division the success achieved in containing terrorism in the Valley.
The gunfight broke out in the Gurihajin area of Aragam in Bandipora on Sunday night after the Army and J&K Police personnel, based on specific intelligence input, launched a joint cordon and search operation and were fired upon by the terrorists, Army’s Srinagar-based Chinar Corps said in a post on X.
While one body was spot- ted at the encounter site, searches were on to look for more terrorists in the area, an official said, adding that the identity of the slain terrorist was yet to be ascertained.
In Kupwara’s Handwara sub-district, security forces arrested a Hizbul Mujahideen terrorist in a joint operation launched Sunday night.
Zakir Hamid Mir, a resident of Kachri in Chogal, was in touch with a Pakistan-based handler, Za- hoor Ahmad Mir of Mirtigam in Handwara.
Handwara SP Dawood Ayoub said police received information about the presence of a terrorist waiting to carry out a terror attack, following which an operation was launched in coordination with Army’s 30 RR and other security agencies, and he was nabbed. A Chinese pistol, a hand grenade and two pistol magazines were recovered from Zakir’s possession.
CDS reviews security situation in Jammu
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General Anil Chauhan on Monday reviewed security situation and operational preparedness in J&K in the wake of back-to-back terrorist attacks in the Jammu region, reports Sanjay Khajuria. He visited Srinagar-based Chinar 15 Corps and 16 Corps Hq in Jammu’s Nagrota where top Army commanders briefed him, a source said.
MHA asks NIA to probe Reasi attack that left 9 pilgrims dead
Jammu: Union home ministry has handed over investigation of the June 9 Reasi bus terror attack to the National Investigation Agency, official sources said on Monday, reports Sanjay Khajuria. The attack took place near the Teryath-Pouni axis and resulted in the deaths of nine pilgrims and injuries to 41 others.
“The decision to hand over the probe to NIA was taken after a high-level meeting chaired by Union home minister Amit Shah in New Delhi on June 15,” the sources said. “NIA took over the case from J&K Police and registered an FIR in the matter following orders issued by the home ministry in view of the seriousness of the incident,” they added.
J&K Police have announced a Rs 20 lakh reward for information on the terrorists and have also released a sketch. Police have also detained around 50 people for questioning in connection with the probe.
1.05 lakh affected as rain wreaks havoc in Assam
Guwahati: Rivers inundated extensive tracts of land, breaching embankments in multiple districts in lower and west Assam, while torrential downpour in the last 24 hours led to widespread flooding in numerous areas across south and lower Assam and artificial inundation in parts of Guwahati city, reportsKangkan Kalita.
In the last 24 hours (till 8.30am on Monday), Williamnagar in Meghalaya had very heavy rainfall, at 22 cm, followed by 19 cm in Kokrajhar, and 15 cm each in Karimganj and Nalbari districts.
IMD on Monday issued a state-wise warning map for the northeast region, with a “red alert” in effect for Assam and Meghalaya for Tuesday and Wednesday, while Arunachal Pradesh has one for Wednesday.
The Assam State Disaster Management Authority on Monday evening stated that 1.05 lakh people in the state are currently affected by floods, with nearly 95,000 people in Karimganj district alone. Over 3,000 people are taking shelter in relief camps in Karimganj. Nearly 5,000 people are affected in Nagaon district.The Regional Meteorological Centre of IMD said rainfall would intensify over Assam during June 17-21.
BSY quizzed for 3.5 hrs, denies harassment
Former Karnataka CM B S Yediyurappa denied allegations he had sexually harassed a minor girl, saying during three and a half hours of questioning by a CID team on Monday that he had been “only trying” to help her legally in an earlier sex assault case since the 17-year-old girl and her mother were from his family’s home constituency of Shikaripur. A team headed by SP Sarah Fathima and DSP Puneeth Kumar R questioned him at the CID office from 11am to 2.30pm. Sources said the officers have not told Yediyurappa whether he has to appear again before them.
TNN
Locals were first responders, Siliguri rains hit rescue op at train crash site
Continued from P 1
The PMO first announced compensation of Rs 2 lakh to the families of each of the deceased. Vaishnaw later said families of each of the deceased would receive Rs 10 lakh and those who suffered serious injuries would get Rs 2.5 lakh each. For minor injuries, the amount is Rs 50,000.
Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee accused the railways of not caring for passenger safety. “They are only keen on hiking fares,” she said.
A passenger in one of the compartments in the middle said he felt a huge jolt, followed by pandemonium. “Passengers were running helter-skelter. There were screams all around. We got off the train and ran towards the rear. What we saw was shocking. One bogie had turned over, another appeared to be hanging in the air. A third was mangled.”
The first responders were local residents. Police, railway and administrative officials reached the spot later along with NDRF personnel. Heavy rain in Siliguri since morning hampered rescue work. A control room has been set up at New Jalpaigiri.
On June 2 last year, a speeding Coromandel Express had dashed into a stationary goods train. The derailed coaches had come in the way of the Bengaluru-Howrah Superfast, turning into a three-train pileup that killed 300 people.
Operational on just 1,500km now, Kavach could have prevented mishap
The fatal rail accident in Darjeeling has once again brought focus back on faster deployment of the indigenously developed train anti-collision system, Kavach. Had the system been put in place on this route, the accident could have been avoided as the passenger and freight trains were on the same track, reports Dipak Dash. In her first reaction after the accident, railway board CEO and chairperson Jaya Verma Sinha said the accident seems to have been a consequence of human error and Kavach is the most important intervention to check such errors. “We need to proliferate this and it’s being done on a mission mode. It’s operational on around 1,500 km. Another 3,500 km will be covered during this financial year and 3,000 km more has been planned for next year. We need to gradually build up the capacity for roll this out across the country. The suppliers also need to ramp up their production,” she said.
Guard cuts short leave to join duty, dies
The guard of Kanchenjunga Express had cut short his leave to resume his duty on Monday, just hours before the train crash killed him. Asish Dey (48), a resident of Sukantapally in Bengla, left home at 6.15 am, bidding farewell to his wife, while his only daughter was asleep. Three hours later, his wife saw the sad news on TV.
TNN
CEO cites loco pilot ‘error’, others blame signal snag
Ajanta.Chakraborty & Dipak.Dash | TNN
Kolkata/New Delhi: Theories about a possible signalling discrepancy being responsible for a goods train rear-ending the Sealdahbound Kanchanjungha Express in north Bengal Monday contrasted with the official version put out by Railway Board chairperson and CEO Jaya Varma Sinha, blaming “human error” by the deceased loco pilot of the cargo rake for the disaster.
The Railway Board chief told reporters in New Delhi that, prima facie, the loco pilot of the goods train disregarded a PLCT, or paper line clear ticket, before hitting the passenger train from the rear. “There were two parcel vans ahead, because of which there was no more damage than what has already happened.”
A copy of the PLCT (T/A 912) issued to the loco pilot by the stationmaster of Rangapani surfaced later in the day, authorising him to cross all red signals. “Automatic signalling has failed and you are hereby authorised to pass all automatic signals between RNI (Rangapani Railway Station) and CAT (Chater Hat Junction),” the note states.
A railway official said a loco pilot was required to approach a red signal at 10 kmph, halt close to the signal, wait a minute during daytime and two minutes at night, and then resume at 10-15 kmph. “Also, after passing the signal, the loco pilot must ensure that a minimum distance of 150 metres is maintained between his train and the preceding one or any obstruction along the line.”
Various reports suggested that the automatic signalling system on the Rangapani stretch of the route, around 30km from New Jalpaiguri station, had been malfunctioning for some time, necessitating the use of PLCT as an alternative.
“Employees manning the control rooms were aware of the snag as stationmasters on that stretch would issue paper signals for all passing trains. Two trains couldn’t have entered the same track without receiving a PLCT for that specific line,” a source said.
APLCT is a document that allows trains to proceed on a single line section when a block instrument fails but communication between stations is still available.
The stationmaster, after co- ordinating with the up and down stations, gives the allclear to an oncoming train. The signal man holds up a racket-like contraption containing the chit of paper for the loco pilot’s assistant to collect even as the train is in motion.
“Only a detailed inquiry can reveal what actually happened. The question doing the rounds is whether a PLCT each was at all issued to the trains that collided. Why would a loco pilot disregard a PLCT?” a retired railway engineer wondered.
PTI reported that the automatic signalling system between Rantipatra station and Chattar Hat junction, where the goods train hit the Kanchanjunga Express, had been defective since 5.40am Monday.
But sources said the snag occurred much before that be- cause of inclement weather.
According to norms, the driver who is issued a PLCT is supposed to stop the train for a minute at each defective signal and then proceed at a speed not higher than 10kmph.
V Balachandran, central organising secretary of the All-India Loco Running Staff Association, said that until the Commissioner of Railway Safety’s report or the departmental fact-finding inquiry came to a conclusion, it was not advisable to put the blame on anyone. “It will influence the inquiry to divert it as an error by the loco pilot in the eyes of the public and other railwaymen,” he said.
The assistant loco pilot of the goods train survived the collision but is not in a condition to have his statement recorded, officials said.
‘In seconds, quiet compartment was filled with screams’
Biswendu Bhattacharjee
Agartala: It was 8.50am on a wet Monday morning. Kamal Chowdhury was sitting in the lower berth of S9 coach of the ill-fated Sealdah-bound Kanchenjunga Express sipping his morning tea when the train suddenly lurched forward with great force. The impact was so powerful that his 11-year-old nephew Rajat, who was still asleep, was thrown off the upper berth into his lap.
“The train came to an abrupt halt, with passengers thrown about here and there. In a matter of seconds, the quiet compartment was filled with screams of panic-stricken and injured passengers,” Chowdhury, a senior journalist from Tripura, recounted on the phone. He was travelling to Bengal’s Nadia district along with six of his family members to attend a wedding.
“From the window, I could see a horde of people rushing towards the train. I got down to find out what had happened,” he said. The scene that unfolded before him was of chaos and confusion, as two carriages of another train had mounted the rear of Kanchenjunga Express.
Only a few passengers were awake at the time of the accident. “Everyone in our coach was injured. Fortunately, there were no fatalities in our coach,” he said.
‘Totally parentless’: Didi says govt keen on only hiking fares
Alleging that the railways have become “totally parentless”, West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee on Monday claimed that it was only keen on increasing fares and not improving passenger amenities. Banerjee visited the North Bengal Medical College and Hospital in Siliguri and met the victims of the train accident near Rangapani, and directed the district administration to extend every possible assistance to them.
“Though the ministry is there, the old glory is missing. Only beautification is being done,” she told reporters. “You will only see them talk big. They also do not take care of the railway officers, technical, safety, and security personnel. I am with the railway employees and officers," she added.
PTI
Cong: Rly converted into platform of self-promotion
Accusing the Modi govt of “utter mismanagement” of railways which has resulted in an increase in train accidents over last ten years, Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge and Rahul Gandhi Monday attacked the BJP regime, and stated that they will hold it accountable for its negligence. Kharge said, “As a responsible Opposition, it is our bounden duty to underline how the Modi Govt has systematically converted the rail ministry into a platform of ‘Camera-driven’ self-promotion. Today's tragedy is yet another reminder of this stark reality. ” Gandhi said, “The increase in railway accidents in the last 10 years is a direct result of the mismanagement of the Modi government.”
TNN
HC orders probe into juvenile court functioning after clerk flouts its order
‘DISGRACEFUL CONDUCT’
Rosy.Sequeira@timesgroup.com
Mumbai: Bombay high court has ordered the principal district judge, Thane, to conduct a detailed inquiry into the functioning and administration of the juvenile court at Bhiwandi, after a clerk refused to accept a chargesheet and insisted on the presence of the juvenile in conflict with law.
“We strongly condemn this conduct of Sudhir Pawar and find the conduct of the registry of the said court disgraceful. It clearly amounts to interference in the smooth administration of criminal justice. It also appears to us that the presiding judicial officer has no control over her court and, therefore her role also needs to be examined by the principal district judge,” said Justices Ajay Gadkari and Neela Gokhale in the June 13 order.
On a plea of the juvenile for quashing the FIR, the HC on Dec 13, 2023 permitted police to file the chargesheet on completing probe as early as possible.On April 8, the investigating officer (IO) was granted liberty to file the chargesheet without insisting on the presence of the juvenile in conflict with law.
On June 11, the prosecutor brought to the judges’ notice the “disturbing fact” that despite two consecutive orders of HC, the IO was obstructed from filing the chargesheet. The judges noted that the April 8 order “clearly expected” the staff of the juvenile court and the presiding officer to accept the chargesheet in the absence of the juvenile in conflict with law. They then directed the IO to file his affidavit placing the facts on record.
The judges said the IO’s affidavit is “self eloquent and clear and needs no further explanation.” They said, prima facie, Pawar has “blatantly flouted” orders passed by HC. “He has displayed total disregard for our orders. It is unfortunate to note that even that presiding officer of that court, namely Seema Ghute is either oblivious or has feigned deliberate ignorance thereto,” they added.
Before passing further orders and initiating action for contempt of court, the judges ordered an inquiry. They directed it to be completed within a week and the report to be submitted on June 26. They also granted the principal district judge liberty to suspend Pawar during pendency of the inquiry “and/ or to adopt any other appropriate legal remedy which he/she deems appropriate in completing the inquiry expeditiously.”
Civic commissioners face Gujarat HC fire for Rajkot, Morbi tragedies
The Gujarat HC has noted that the slew of tragic incidents such as the 2022 Morbi suspension bridge collapse, Rajkot game zone fire and Vadodara boat tragedy this year show public places of amusement with high tourist footfall have been kept unsafe because of the dereliction of duties by the respective municipal commissioners. A division bench of Chief Justice Sunita Agarwal and Justice Pranav Trivedi, in an order, directed the state government to conduct an inquiry into the working of municipal corporations in view of the recent incidents.
PTI
CM conspicuous by his absence at Manipur meet chaired by Shah
Biren Singh offers prayers at Shree Govindajee temple in Imphal on Monday
Continued from P 1
Incidentally, Kuki leaders are said to have resisted sitting across the table with Meiteis under the current Manipur regime led by chief minister N Biren Singh. Singh, interestingly, was conspicuous by his absence at Monday’s meeting, the first after BJP lost both Lok Sabha seats in the state. Home ministry sources insisted that the review was limited to the level of officials, which included adviser to Manipur govt Kuldiep Singh, state chief secretary and DGP, Army chief Gen Manoj Pande, Army chief-designate Lt Gen Upendra Dwivedi, Assam Rifles DG and senior officers of the MHA.
Singh, in recent media interviews, had spoken about the need for “central forces to actively support the state’s initiatives”. There have also been rumblings that the state security set-up had failed to act on alerts from the CM’s office about possible ethnic flare-up in Jiribam, which police sources refuted as baseless, citing the five month gap between the alerts sent in Jan and the tension in Jiribam. A senior IPS officer said the situation in Jiribam was under control and the movement of essential goods resumed 2-3 days ago.
An MHA statement following Monday’s review also underlined that “government of India has been actively supporting the Manipur govt in strengthening the security situation in the state”.
Shah asked officials to adopt a “coordinated approach” to resolve the ethnic conflict. He said deployment levels of central para- military forces may be increased, if required, and that they must be strategically deployed to restore peace and tranquillity in the affected areas. “No further incident of violence should take place in Manipur,” he directed and called for strict action as per law against the perpetrators.
Sources told TOI that central forces, now back in the state after deployment for the Lok Sabha polls, are dynamically deployed to cover vulnerable areas. Also, efforts to locate and recover the rest of the 6,000 weapons looted last year will be intensified in the days to come. As many as 2,141 weapons have been recovered so far.
Stating that the Modi govt was fully committed to ensuring safety and security of all citizens of Manipur, Shah also reviewed the situation in relief camps housing people displaced by the ethnic violence. He took stock of the availability of food, water, medicines and other basic amenities and directed the state chief secretary to ensure proper health and education facilities for displaced people as well as their rehabilitation.
Modi likely to propose Speaker name on June 25
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: After new members’ oath-taking is completed on the first two days of Lok Sabha session, Prime Minister Narendra Modi is likely to propose the name of the new Lok Sabha Speaker on June 25 even as the BJP-led NDA, which has the majority, has still not announced its candidate’s name.
The first session of the 18th Lok Sabha is scheduled to commence from June 24 to July 3 and is likely to be reconvened in the last week of July for the Budget session. Sources said that BJP is likely to retain the Speaker’s post and not offer it to allies as it has far greater numbers than the NDA partners.
Since the President has notified June 26 as the date for the Speaker’s election, it is expected that the PM will propose the name for a consensus a day in advance, as all Speakers have so far been elected with a consensus. However, the opposition has threatened to field a candidate this time in case the post of deputy Lok Sabha Speaker is not given to them.
In the 12th Lok Sabha, un- der former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee — which lasted for 13 months, from March 10, 1998 to April 26, 1999—TDP leader G M C Balayogi was elected the Speaker in March 1998. He held the post for five years until 2002.
In 2002, during the full five year term (1999-2004) of the BJP-led NDA government of Atal Bihari Vajpayee as PM, Shiv Sena’s Manohar Joshi was elected Speaker after the death of Balayogi in 2002.
In 2014 under the leadership of Narendra Modi, BJP alone won a total of 282 seats, more than the magic figure while together with NDA, its total strength in the LS was 336. The Party nominated Sumitra Mahajan for the post. In 2019, it improved its tally winning 303 seats on its own while the NDA tally was 353. Om Birla was nominated the Speaker in 2019.
Even in 2024, BJP is the single largest party with 240 seats, 32 seats short of the majority mark. However, the party is better placed than the Vajpayee era when it could not cross the 200 figure and its survival was critically dependent on the allies.
Train direction reversal turns tragic for some, lucky for others
TWIST OF FATE
Jalpaiguri: A scheduled operational procedure at Lumding, which involves a direction reversal for trains passing through the station, turned into a life-altering event for passengers in the front and last coaches of Agartala-Sealdah Kanchanjunga Express on Monday.
The train was struck from behind by a goods train at Rangapani. The direction reversal at Lumding in Assam meant that the coaches which were initially at the front became the rear end of the train.
A passenger in a sleeper coach located in the middle of the rake said, “The affected coaches were in the front till Lumding.” He explained that after the reversal, the affected four coaches — a general coach, two parcel vans, and a guard van — were at the rear end. The general coach was the most affected, being thrown onto adjacent tracks, he added.
PTI
Travelling sans reservation, man standing at door survives
New Jalpaiguri: Thirty-five-year-old Ashis Das didn’t get a seat in the general compartment of the 13174 DN (SilcharSealdah) Kanchenjunga Express, so he stood at the gate. At the moment of the collision, he “instinctively” jumped off. The crash left at least five in his compartment dead and 46 injured. Though shaken, Das escaped with minor bruises after he fell onto a soggy patch of ground, reports Pinak Priya Bhattacharya.
Das said, “I usually visit my house in Burdwan’s Lohapur once every month. Since it was all last moment, I couldn’t get a reservation and had no option but to board the general compartment,” he said.
Did Sullivan discuss Pannun with Doval? No one is talking
Continued from P 1
The group of Democrat Senators asked US govt to match words with action to hold the Indian officials involved accountable, and to send a “clear message” that there will be consequences for such behaviour. “It is imperative we take an unequivocal stand against such a threat to the rights of a US citizen and violation of US sovereignty, which are examples of India’s increasingly irresponsible efforts to silence critics of its government among its diaspora around the world,” the senators said in their official communication.
Earlier, the Czech justice minister said he approved the extradition on June 3. Sullivan has been pursuing the case with India, saying on several occasions that US takes it very seriously and has been pressing India to act against the official who allegedly mas- terminded the plot. He said last week that US will continue to raise the issue with India at very high levels.
Sullivan was widely expected to raise the issue in his meetings on Monday but both sides were tight-lipped about whether he actually did that. This was the first time he met his counterpart Ajit Doval since the US justice department announced charges against Gupta.
Gupta is charged with murder-for-hire and conspiracy to commit murder-for-hire. Each count carries a maximum statutory penalty of 10 years in prison. According to the indictment, the Indian govt employee, working together with others, including Gupta, in India and elsewhere, directed a plot to assassinate Pannun. The issue was raised by President Biden himself in his meeting with PM Narendra Modi on the margins of the G20 summit in Delhi last year.
PAN-India fraud? Scamsters target dead, farmers, women
Mumbai Homemaker Gets `1.3Cr Tax Notice, ITAT Orders Probe
Lubna.Kably@timesgroup.com
Mumbai: A Mumbai-based homemaker and senior citizen had to litigate up to the Income-tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT) level over alleged misuse of her PAN after a tax officer held that she had sold immovable property of Rs 1.3 crore in 2010-11 and treated this as her income.
Illiterate and a cancer patient, the woman failed to respond to I-T notices. At a recent hearing before the ITAT, her counsel submitted that her PAN was misused in the property registration. The tribunal noted that the I-T officer had not conducted an independent inquiry, such as seeking details from the registrar of the property and the buyer. It ordered the I-T department to seek complete information from the registrar and provide the woman with a fair hearing.
This was not an isolated incident. Cases have been reported across India of misuse of PAN — be it Usha Soni in Betul, MP, to whom an I-T notice of Rs 7.5 crore was issued a decade after her death, or Nand Lal, a small shopkeeper in Rajasthan, who filed a police complaint after receiving an I-T notice of Rs 12.2 crore. The dead, senior citizens, farmers and students are easy targets for PAN fraudsters.
“Misuse of the PAN by unscrupulous elements can cause lots of difficulties, including huge demands being raised on an individual due to additions to his/her income during assessment for transactions that do not pertain to the PAN holder. While the highest secrecy must be maintained of one’s PAN, the reality is that details are freely shared for various purposes,” said Ketan Vajani, chartered accountant.
“Individuals should restrain from sharing PAN information/PAN card where it is not mandated by the govt’s guidelines or is in public domain,” Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) said in an email to a query by TOI. “The PAN database at present is more than 70 crores. Linking with Aadhaar was brought in largely to prevent/stop misuse of PAN. However, if there are cases of suspected misuse of PAN, it is advised that a complaint may be filed with the police.”
Against the backdrop of the ITAT order, Ameet Patel, tax partner at Manohar Chowdhry &Associates, said: “The issue of the I-T department relying completely on information filed by various agencies and initiating action against the taxpayers is a serious issue and needs a lot of rethinking by the department. It has now come to astage that every taxpayer has to necessarily check his/her annual information statement (AIS) every few weeks.” AIS provides wide-ranging information received from reporting entities (banks and property registrars), such as bank interest, dividend, purchase and sale transactions of securities, or immovable properties.
“The moment someone finds a wrong entry in the AIS, it would be best to provide feedback in the AIS system immediately and point out the mistake. If the mistake is not rectified, the need to file an FIR with police arises,” said Patel.
According to Vajani, a police complaint could also act as a shield if, during assessment, additions are made for transactions that do not belong to the PAN holder. “It would be a taxpayer friendly move for the I-T department to provide a tab on its website to report any misuse,” he said.
CBDT, in its reply, explained that when the reporting entity confirms the transaction, unless the PAN holder reports the matter to police and the case is investigated, no consequent action can be taken by the I-T department.
It also said a PAN is not deactivated in the event of death of the holder so as to enable the I-T department to initiate or complete pending I-T proceedings, if any. However, family members/legal heirs of such a PAN holder need to intimate the death to the jurisdictional assessing officer (whose details are on the e-portal), with copies of the PAN card and the death certificate, post which the officer marks the death event against the PAN.
Patel suggested, “Once a death certificate is issued, there should be an automatic intimation to the I-T department, which, in turn, must immediately flag the PAN as being that of a deceased. No high value transactions should then be permitted against that PAN.”
HC: Consensual relationship is no licence to assault woman
Bengaluru: A consensual relationship is not a licence for a man to beat up a woman, Karnataka high court has observed while quashing rape and cheating charges against a techie brought by a colleague while retaining others related to thrashing her.
Justice M Nagaprasanna noted that both Bengaluru residents were in a relationship for over five years. In July 2022, the woman lodged a police complaint alleging the man had a physical relationship with her on the promise of marriage but breached it. Following this, a case was filed against him under IPC Sections 376 (rape), 323 (causing hurt), 417 (cheating), 504 (intentional insult) and 506 (criminal intimidation).
The man challenged the FIR in HC and argued that in 2020, the woman had filed a similar complaint against another person and it was pending. He claimed the woman had a habit of filing criminal complaints against different men.
The judge noted the rape and cheating charges cannot be sustained in the wake of the consensual relationship.
Referring to assault charges, the judge cited medical certificates pertaining to bruises on the woman’s body. “Offence under Sections 323 (causing hurt) and 504 (insult) are prima facie met,” the judge said. TNN
Passenger flying B’luru-SF on AI finds ‘metal blade’ in meal
The flyer, despite putting the blade in his mouth, was unharmed
New Delhi: A person flying Bengaluru-San Francisco on June 9 reportedly found a metal blade in his meal, which he was able to spit out in time before it could cause any harm.
“Air India food can cut like a knife. Hiding in its roasted sweet potato and fig chaat was a metal piece that looked like a blade. I got a feel of it only after chewing the grub for a few seconds. Thankfully, no harm was done. Of course, blame squarely lies with Air India’s catering service but the incident doesn’t help the image I have of Air India. What if the metal piece was in food served to a child?” Mathures Paul said on X.
AI chief customer experience officer Rajesh Dogra said: “AI confirms a foreign object was found in the meal of a guest aboard one of our flights... It has been identified as coming from the vegetable processing machine used at the facilities of our catering partner.” TNN
NCERT books now an embarrassment, say Yadav, Palshikar
Continued from P 1
Yogendra Yadav and Suhas Palshikar said they did not want NCERT to use their names to endorse “politically biased, academically indefensible and pedagogically dysfunctional” political science textbooks. Last year, the former chief advisers for the political science textbooks had criticised the rationalisation exercise for “mutilating” the books beyond recognition and demanded the removal of their names. They said textbooks, once a source of pride, had become a source of embarrassment. Despite their objections, the revised textbooks still list them as chief advisers.
Expressing shock that “more than a year after our original request, NCERT has gone ahead to publish... without removing our names”, Yadav and Palshikar said in their letter, “We are also distressed to learn that NCERT has taken a step further in its drive towards indiscriminate distortion of these textbooks. NCERT has resorted to significant additions and rewriting that are out of sync with the spirit of the original textbooks. Both of us, as chief advisers of the original textbooks, have already registered our strong disapproval of this unethical mutilation of textbooks that violate both the authors’ rights to intellectual property and the students’ right to quality education.”
NCERT: Will use ‘Bharat’ & ‘India’ in textbooks
Bharat” and “India” will be used interchangeably in NCERT textbooks, aligning with the terminology in the country’s Constitution, according to Dinesh Prasad Saklani, director of NCERT.
Saklani’s comments are significant following a recommendation from a high-level panel on the social science curriculum to replace “India” with “Bharat” in all school textbooks.
“It is interchangeable...our position is what our Constitution says and we uphold that. We can use Bharat, we can use India, what is the problem? We are not in that debate. Wherever it suits we will use India, wherever it suits we will use Bharat. We have no aversion to either India or Bharat,” he said in a discussion with PTI. TNN
Shimla faces acute water shortage as sources dry up, tourists add to woes
Vehicles cross a waterlogged bridge in Mandi on Monday
Anand.Bodh@timesgroup.com
Shimla: For those looking for an escape to the hills to beat the heat, Himachal Pradesh could present a new challenge — many parts of the state, including Shimla, are facing an acute water shortage due to absence of rainfall and water sources drying up due to heat. And a spike in tourist influx, that has increased water consumption, has only worsened matters.
Shimla is getting its supply of water every 3-4 days due to low availability, with civic authorities struggling to restore daily supply. Shimla requires 43 MLD (million litres per day) water but is getting around 30 MLD. Shimla has 276 registered hotels and an estimated 963 Airbnbs and homestays.
To meet the requirement of tourists, hotels buy water from private tankers and pay between Rs 2,000-5,000 per tanker, depending on the location of the hotel. There is no record of how homestays and residences hosting guests are managing water needs.
Shimla Hotels and Tourism Stakeholders’ Association president M K Seth said unprecedented hot weather conditions coupled with a pro- longed dry spell has aggravated the issue. “In the last couple of years, the supply used to remain normal and only a few tankers had to be purchased during peak tourist season.”
Shimla faced its worst-ever water crisis in the summer of 2018 as people struggled for water for several weeks, leading to widespread agitation and protests against the then BJP govt in the state. In April 2019, the state cabinet approved formation of Shimla Jal Prabandhan Nigam Limited (SJPNL) for water supply and wastewater management in Greater Shimla Planning Area. SJPNL initiated a project to draw 67 MLD water from the Satluj river. Under the project, water would be lifted from the Satluj near Shakrodi village to augment 67 MLD water at Sanjauli. However, the project, which involves lifting of water to a height of 1.6km and laying pipes for 22km, will take a couple of years to complete.
1,826% rise in forest fires in state this year
There is no let-up in forest fires in Himachal Pradesh, as 2,004 blazes have already been recorded in what has become one of the worst summers for forests and wildlife across the state, reports Rohit Mullick. The fires have so far destroyed 22,466 hectares of land and caused an estimated loss of Rs 7.6 crore besides harming and unsettling wildlife. Compared to last year when only 104 forest fires were recorded during summer, the rise this year is 1,826%. According to forest department data, Dharamshala has recorded the most fires at 478, followed by Mandi with 328 fires, Hamirpur 243, Nahan 234, Solan 192, Chamba 144 and Shimla 143.
North to get respite from heat in 2 days
Heat wave to severe heat wave conditions are likely to continue over many parts of north India for the next two days and gradually abate thereafter under the influence of approaching western disturbance towards northwest India, IMD said Monday.
Northwest India, including Punjab, Haryana and Delhi-NCR may not see a significant change in maximum (day) temperatures during the next 24 hours. Day temperatures may, however, fall by about 2 degrees Celsius thereafter as IMD predicted isolated to scattered light rainfall with thunderstorm, lightning and gusty winds over J&K, Ladakh, Himachal, Uttarakhand, Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, UP and Rajasthan from June 18-20. TNN
‘Depressed’ IIT-K student found dead
Kolkata/Kharagpur: A 21-year-old female biotechnology student from Kerala was found dead on Monday at IIT Kharagpur (IIT-K), the third death on the campus since 2022, report Dipawali Mitra & Sujoy Khanra.
The third-year student was undergoing treatment for depression and mental health issues, campus sources said even as some students and professors described her as bright.
An IIT-K release said it was devastated. “Cops are conducting a thorough investigation into the circumstances of Devika’s death and the institute is cooperating,” it added.
A senior police officer said, “We have seized a diary, a laptop, a mobile, a rope, some medicines and other articles.”
Homeopath pays `16L for MBBS seat, gets ‘degree’ in a month
DOCTORED PAPERS
Ashish.Chauhan@timesgroup.com
Ahmedabad: A homeopath from Gujarat’s Mehsana paid Rs 16.3lakh for admission to an MBBS course from a UP university and received his degree and certificates within a month of making full payment, without attending a single class or taking any exam. Realising it was a forged degree, he approached police in 2019. However, the FIR was registered only on June 14, after almost five years.
In July 2018, Suresh Patel (41) came across a website offering an MBBS degree through a forum called All India Alternative Medical Council, and phoned the contact person, Dr Prem Kumar Rajput. “Rajput assured me I would get an MBBS degree based on my class 12 marks. I was sceptical... but he assured me everything would be legal,” Patel told TOI.
Rajput told Patel he would undergo internships, take exams and get the degree in five years. Patel decided to go ahead and paid Rs 50,000, after which he got an admission letter from Bundelkhand University in Jhansi.
“Rajput spoke to me about 25 times. He told me three others — Dr Sauket Khan, Dr Anand Kumar and Arun Kumar — would help me complete the course. On his instructions, I paid Rs 16.3lakh between July 10, 2018, and Feb 23, 2019, and waited for my classes to start,” said Patel.
“In March 2019, I received a package via courier with MBBS marksheets, a degree certificate, internship training certificates and a registration certificate in my name, all bearing the stamp of Medical Council of India,” he said. Patel approached MCI and learned he had been taken for a royal ride. He filed a complaint with police, which was later handed over to Ahmedabad crime branch in 2019, but yielded no results.
Meanwhile, Patel collected more evidence and in Dec 2023, filed a complaint with Mehsana SP’s office. The application was transferred to Nandasan police, which filed an FIR for breach of trust, cheating and abetment under IPC against four persons.
UBT MLC booked for entering counting centre sans permission
Nitasha Natu & Clara Lewis TNN
Mumbai: Sena (UBT) MLC Vilas Potnis and his armed police guard were booked late on Sunday for having entered the Lok Sabha election counting centre for the Mumbai North-West seat at Nesco ground in Goregaon East without authorisation on June 4.
The FIR came days after Mangesh Pandilkar, a relative of newly elected Mahayuti MP from Mumbai NorthWest Ravindra Waikar and representative of independent candidate Lata Shinde, was booked for unauthorised use of a cellphone at the counting centre. The cellphone use had sparked allegations that it was used to generate one-time passwords (OTP) to access the EVMs there. The returning officer and police rebutted this charge, clarifying that EVMs do not require OTPs.
The FIR against Potnis was lodged by Vanrai police after a representative of Waikar, Prajakta Mahale, dashed off a complaint to the returning officer on June 13. In her letter, she said Potnis, along with an armed guard, was spotted at the counting cen- tre between 4pm and 8pm alongside Sena (UBT) candidate Amol Kirtikar.
“I raised an objection to Potnis’s presence at the counting centre with his armed guard and you (the returning officer) then directed officials to move them out. Kirtikar is well aware that a person without an authorised pass from the returning officer entering the counting centre is a violation of Election Commission’s rules,” said the letter. It said the incident was captured on CCTV cameras and a detailed inquiry should be conducted.
On receiving the letter, Nandkishore Deshmukh, additional assistant returning officer, lodged a police complaint. Deshmukh said in his statement to police that both Potnis and his armed guard did not have any authorisation to enter the counting centre.
Potnis told TOI that he had not been informed by police about any FIR and had only read about it inmedia.
Will go to court over poll malpractice at Mumbai N-W counting centre: Aaditya
Joining the row over alleged unauthorised EVM access, MLA Aaditya Thackeray said on Monday that the official machinery was misused to snatch victory from Shiv Sena (UBT) in the Mumbai North-West LS constituency. He said the party will file a petition in court against the alleged electoral malpractice.
Terming the result a “fraud”—Sena’s Ravindra Waikar Thackeray won over Sena (UBT)’s Amol Kirtikar by just 48 votes—said there is an ongoing debate on the election process and EVMs. “If we look at the election result, it shows Election Commission of India is not the poll panel, but an ‘Entirely Compromised Commission’. They are working at the behest of a particular party,” he said. Thackeray said that the party will release the technical details during the court battle, showing how govt machinery was misused.
TNN
‘Denied water & food’, man kept at thana as ‘witness’ dies
Agra:Aman brought into a police station as a witness late on Sunday died on Monday morning after he was allegedly not given food or water through the night amid the intense heatwave sweeping the region. Two cops — including the SHO — have been suspended for negligence after the deceased’s family accused them of asking for money to let him return home, reports Deepak Lavania.
A resident of Dalsahpur village in UP’s Etah district, Rakesh Singh, 52, was taken to the Nidholi police station 10km from his village after his brother Devendra scuffled over a monetary transaction with Husain Mohammad. The cops detained Husain and Devendra, and Rakesh, who was present at the scene, was also taken to the station, though there were no charges against him.
Devendra said, “It was very hot, and we kept requesting the police to provide us with some water, but the SHO shouted at us. Rakesh had nothing to do with the matter, and I asked the cops to let him go home, but they did not pay any heed.”
2 melanistic tiger cubs seen in Similipal
Two melanistic (black stripes) tiger cubs were spotted moving with their mother (T-24), also melanistic, in Similipal Tiger Reserve in Odisha, reports Riyan Ramanath. “...After a few decades, report of tiger breeding recorded in northern Similipal. T-24 rearing two melanistic cubs has brought hope & happiness among team Similipal. Salutations to their efforts,” Susanta Nanda, principal chief conservator offorests, wrote on X.
TIMES Special
Small airports to be 1st to rely on GAGAN satnav for landings
Manju.V@timesgroup.com
Mumbai: Aircraft ordered by IndiGo and Air India last year —a total of 970 Boeing and Airbus planes—will come fitted with receivers that can capture ‘augmented satellite signals’ and thus carry out an approach and landing without any help from ground-based navigation aids. In the initial stages, though, such futuristic landings would be limited to smaller airports of India, say experts. Pilots landing in larger airports such as Delhi and Mumbai might use these only as a backup when the ground-based high precision instrument landing system (ILS) falters.
Beating the ILS installed at big airports is not easy. It offers a high-precision descent angle guidance that also directs aircraft to the runway centreline. Many small airports don’t have ILS though. Here, the pilots use a rudimentary ground-based navigation aid or alternatively, a system of approach and landing that employs satellite signals, the very same signals that help motorists. These signals sent by the global navigation satellite system (GNSS) such as the US’s GPS, for instance, are not accurate or reliable enough for use in, say, low visibility conditions such as winter fog. That is where the augmented satellite signal, the touted game-changer, comes in.
Augmentation makes GPS signals reliable enough for aircraft navigation. Augmentation is done by SBAS or satellite-based augmentation system of geosynchronous satellites that move with the Earth to stay above a certain region, that is.
India’s SBAS, called GAGAN, stands for GPS Aided Geo Augmented Navigation. GAGAN’s job is to take the basic GPS signals and augment them to improve its competency in helping aircraft navigate. While ISRO launched the first GAGAN satellite about 13 years ago, it has been largely jobless all these years. Why? Most aircraft in Indian carriers’ fleet were not installed with the equipment that could receive GAGAN signals. Till now, airlines installed these GAGAN-enabled receivers only on some turboprop aircraft such as ATRs or Bombardiers. Jets largely had GPS-receivers. That has changed now.
An Air India spokesperson said: “All Boeing and Airbus aircraft ordered by Air India will be compliant with GAGAN.”
IndiGo, in a statement, said: “We will start taking deliv- eries of the 500 aircraft ordered in 2023 by 2030. With LPV being the preference across Europe/ US, we expect all aircraft will be delivered with LPV capability.”
LPV stands for localiser performance with vertical guidance. It is a category of descent and landing procedure that entirely relies on augmented satellite signals such as GAGAN. No ground-based navaids are required. In India, it can be carried out only by aircraft equipped with GAGAN receivers such as the 970 aircraft ordered by IndiGo and Air India. But there is another crucial condition.
LPV approaches can be carried out only if GAGAN signals meet the four conditions of accuracy, integrity, availability and continuity. That is where India’s geographic location poses a problem as it li- es close to the equator.
“It is known that equatorial regions pose severe ionospheric challenges that hinder the exploitation of full benefits of GNSS-based flight procedures,” said Narayan Dhital, satellite navigation (GNSS) engineer and air navigation expert at Galileo Control Centre, Germany. A majority of Indian airspace falls under the core equatorial region, so GAGAN’s performance doesn’t meet the four conditions at certain times of the day. “The GAGAN system has to conservatively inflate the ionospheric error protection bound due to a daily phenomenon of larger ion content which peaks around 2pm local time, and of course during high solar activities,” Dhital said. There are solutions though.
“I still see gradual increment in the uptake of GAGAN for flight procedures in the future. This will be largely driven by the dual-frequency multi-constellation (DFMC) GAGAN approach. In such an approach, the above-mentioned critical challenge of the ionosphere is largely eliminated and hence, the confidence in vertical guidance is improved...,” Dhital said. The issue of ionospheric scintillation will remain, he said. “I see a good prospect for GAGAN-based approaches in metro airports after the DFMC system comes into play,” he added.
Making most aircraft GAGAN-compliant is not difficult. “A multi-mode receiver chip costing $20,000 is installed. It’s an easy installation and can be done after aircraft delivery as well,” said an official with an original equipment manufacturer. Airbus and Boeing refused to comment.
Woman among 5 Maoists killed in J’khand op; 2 others held
Jamshedpur: A combined team of CRPF and Jharkhand police shot dead five Maoists, including a woman cadre, and arrested two others during an anti-Naxal operation Monday in Lipunga forest of the state’s West Singhbhum district, reports B Sridhar.
According to police, two other Maoists managed to escape with bullet wounds, and a manhunt is currently underway to capture them.
Among the slain Maoists were Singrai aka Manoj Kunjam, a sub-zonal committee member of the banned outfit, zonal committee member Kande Honhaga aka Govind Nagdubar, carrying Rs 5-lakh reward on his head, and squad member Surya aka Munda Devgam, carrying a reward of Rs 2 lakh. The remaining two killed were identified as squad members Junga Purty aka Marla and Sapni Hansdah.
The forces arrested Sapni’s husband Pandu Hansdah aka Tiger, who is an area commander and carried a Rs 2-lakh bounty. Alongside him, Batari Banra, a woman cadre, was also arrested. “As the security forces approached, the armed extremists attacked with gunfire. Our forces responded with retaliatory fire, leading to the deaths of five Maoists,” West Singhbhum SP Ashutosh Shekhar said.
Clarification
In the news report titled “In U-turn, Gopi says called Indira ‘mother of Cong’,” which was published in TOI’s editions on June 17, former chief minister of Kerala K Karunakaran was inadvertently described as Tamil Nadu’s ex-CM. The error is regretted.
Pot of gold: Sheelavathi goes for `1.2L/kg, courtesy polls
Nalla.Babu@timesgroup.com
Visakhapatnam: The black market price of Sheelavathi, a strain of ganja illegally grown in the Andhra-Odisha border (AOB) region, has gone up in the recent days to nearly Rs 1.2 lakh per kg in various parts of the country.
Drug smugglers took huge risks moving the contraband in the past few months as security agencies had set up checkpoints at the borders of all states for the recent Lok Sabha elections. This was the main factor for the jacked up prices, sources in Andhra Pradesh police said.
Officials also say that Sheelavathi recently overtook the Malana Cream variety of Himachal Pradesh in popularity in the illegal market and has found many takers in the north. The cannabis, routed through AOB by organised drug syndicates, is in great demand in other states and metro cities. While drug peddlers procure it from cultivators at anywhere between Rs 3,000 and Rs 5,000 per kg, the prices go up several times by the time the cannabis reaches its handlers in cities like Vizag, Hyderabad, Delhi, Mumbai, Goa, Bengaluru, Chennai, Kolkata, and other parts of the country.
Guv orders Kolkata police to leave Raj Bhavan, cops stay put
Debashis.Konar@timesgroup.com
Kolkata: In an unprecedented move, West Bengal governor CV Ananda Bose called on Monday for the Kolkata police team to leave the Raj Bhavan campus. Police officers, however, remained at their posts.
A Lalbazar official said no communication had been received from Raj Bhavan on the matter.
According to a Raj Bhavan official, a letter was sent to the relevant state govt authority.
At a press meet on Friday, Bose had expressed displeasure at victims of poll violence being denied entry to Raj Bhavan despite being granted requisite permission. He had sought a reply from chief minister Mamata Banerjee, alleging that Kolkata police had tried to prevent him from carrying out his duty as governor.
On Monday morning, Raj Bhavan officials requested closure of the police outpost at the North Gate, but cops said they could not leave without a directive from Lalbazar. Additionally, Bose wanted to set up a Jana Manch near the gate but the police team refused on grounds that Raj Bhavan was in a high-security zone with prohibitory orders under CrPC Section 144 permanently imposed around it.
Sources said the governor wanted the team of over 100 Kolkata police personnel to be removed, suspecting that they were keeping tabs on him. Bose already receives Z-category security from CRPF; Kolkata police are posted only in the outer ring.
Mumbai girl hurt in 60ft fall from Raigad fort:
A 16-year-old girl from Andheri, Riya Sable, sustained severe injuries on her head, knees and hands after slipping and falling from Peb fort, adjoining Matheran hills in Karjat taluka, Raigad, on Sunday, reports Umesh K Parida.
Atishi Pushes For Water Share Relook
Says Delhi Needs More From Haryana, Population Has Increased Since 1994 Pact
Security forces deployed at Munak Canal
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: Delhi water minister Atishi said on Monday that unless the water agreement with neighbouring states is renegotiated and the capital gets more water from Haryana, the drinking water crisis in the city during summer will persist.
Speaking to reporters after inspecting the Wazirabad water treatment plant in north Delhi, Atishi mentioned that Delhi gets its share of water according to the Yamuna Water Sharing Agreement, signed in May 1994 among the northern states of Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh (Uttarakhand was not a separate state then), Punjab, and Delhi. According to the agreement, 0.724 billion cubic metres of Yamuna water was allocated to the capital.
“Since then, the population of Delhi has increased tremendously, as has the water requirement. Many people have migrated to Delhi from the neighbouring states of Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and others, looking for better job opportunities, and many of them have settled in unauthorised and regularised colonies and in slums, which are more hard pressed,” Atishi said. “Unless the water sharing arrangement is renegotiated, the problem will continue,” she added.
The agreement includes a provision that it can be revisited after 2025 if any of the partner states so desires. Atishi said Delhi govt will raise the demand for the reworking of the agreement and increasing in the allocation of water, which has been the same since 1994.
According to officials, Hathnikund barrage in Haryana regulates the flow of the river for irrigation in Haryana and Uttar Pradesh through the western and eastern Yamuna canals, respectively, and the municipal water supply to Delhi. While Haryana has claimed it is providing Delhi its full share of water according to the agreement, Atishi said this was questionable.
“There are no flow meters installed at Hathnikund barrage to measure the flow of water. We cannot say for sure if it is indeed providing us as much water as allocated to us,” she said.
On the issue of transmission and distribution losses, which amount to more than 50%, the minister said that it was largely non-revenue water for which govt was not getting paid. Atishi claimed there were hardly any places in the city where the pipelines were leaking, and any incident that comes to the knowledge of the Delhi Jal Board or govt is attended to and repaired within 12 hours.
Replying to the opposition’s accusation that Delhi did not have the capacity to treat raw water even if Haryana increased the allocation, the minister said that water treatment plants were capital-intensive projects and could not be built unless there was a surety of an additional amount of water available to the city.
Asked about the functioning of a huge reservoir built in north Delhi’s Palla area to catch the Yamuna’s excess water during monsoon and augment the city’s drinking water supply, Atishi said the system was working fine and was supplying water to various north Delhi colonies.
“But that water is extracted through borewells, which also turn dry after some time. The only way that we can tide over the water crisis is by getting more water from Haryana,” she said.
Wazirabad pond level dips further, 3 plants work below capacity: Govt
ATISHI SAYS If water does not go to the water treatment plant, how can we supply it? I can only fold my hands in front of Haryana. If it does not release water in the Yamuna, Delhiites cannot get relief
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: With overall production of potable water down to 917 million gallon per day (MGD), Delhi water minister Atishi urged Haryana again to release more water in the Yamuna.
After visiting Wazirabad barrage on Monday, Atishi said the water level in the pond had decreased by 6.2 feet to a little over 668 feet (above sea level), forcing three water treatment plants linked to it -Wazirabad, Chandrawal and Okhla – to run below capacity.
“There is so little water left in the Wazirabad barrage that islands have started appearing. Water from this pond goes to Wazirabad, Chandrawal and Okhla treatment plants and the production is now getting affected,” she said.
“If no water is received, how will the water treatment plants work? Unless they release water in the Yamuna, there will be continuous water shor- tage in Delhi,” she said.
Atishi said one part of the Yamuna water is supplied to the Wazirabad treatment plant while the other part goes to the Bawana contact point from Munak Canal. While Delhi's water production touched a peak of 1,005 MGD earlier this month, it has fallen to 917 MGD.
“On the one hand, we are getting less water in the Munak canal and on the other, there is no water at all at the Wazirabad barrage.
“If water does not go to the water treatment plant, how can we supply it? I can only fold my hands in front of Haryana. If it does not release water in the Yamuna, Delhiites cannot get relief,” she said.
She added that the production had decreased by 48 MGD in the Wazirabad water treatment plant alone and many filters were closed due to the shortage.
A DJB official said production at Wazirabad was down to 86 MGD against the overall capacity of 134 MGD. The Wazirabad plant is fed by the Yamuna river channel and raw from Haiderpur coming via Munak canal.
“Wazirabad plant is also fed raw water from Haiderpur via Munak canal. We are currently only drawing around 20 MGD water from the barrage area and the rest of the water is coming from Haiderpur. Haryana claims they are releasing enough water as per combined allocation of Munak canal and Yamuna as per the 1994 agreement. The real allocation via Yamuna channel is zero but the demand of Delhi has grown a lot and it needs additional water," the official explained.
Atishi said a team of DJB and Delhi govt will meet the Haryana irrigation department on Tuesday to discuss the issue.
Meanwhile, Delhi BJP secretary Harish Khurana and spokesperson Praveen Shankar Kapoor claimed in a joint statement that there was a negligible shortage of raw water for those who can buy water, but it was the poor who were suffering.
“Instead of controlling the water pipeline leaks or water theft, the minister is working overtime to mislead the people of Delhi. There is less water at Wazirabad barrage because its pond has lost depth. The Wazirabad water treatment plant's pond and barrage have not been cleaned for almost a decade and 90% of it is filled with silt. That’s why the barrage area cannot hold water,” BJP functionaries said in their statement.
City hits half century in feels-like temp
HEAT IS ON
Kushagra.Dixit@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: Delhi continues to stay in the grip of a relentless heatwave, which has now persisted for nine consecutive days. The heat stress persisted even during nighttime, marking the fourth day of warm night conditions, highest in at least past 12 years. Earlier in June 2018, the city had seen three consecutive warm nights.
The weather department has issued a red alert for Tuesday, indicating that the extreme weather is likely to continue. However, there is a possibility of light rain on Wednesday and Thursday, which may bring some respite.
On Monday, the maximum temperature at Safdarjung, the city’s base station, was 45.2 degrees Celsius, six notches above normal. A day earlier, it was 44.9 degrees Celsius. Severe heatwaves battered some areas. The heat index or the feels-like temperature soared to 50 degrees Celsius on Monday as against 46 degrees Celsius a day earlier.
The minimum was 33 degrees Celsius on Monday, five notches above normal. A day earlier, it was 33.2 degrees Celsius. The humidity oscillated between 24% and 48%.
On Monday, at 46.9 degrees Celsius, Jafarpur was the hottest region of the city followed by 46.5 degrees Celsius at Pitampura, 46.4 degrees Celsius at Ayanagar, 46.3 degrees Celsius at Pusa and Najafgarh and 46 degrees Celsius at Palam.
The weather department has expected similar conditions to continue till Tuesday. Despite some respite on Wednesday, the maximum temperature at Safdarjung will still remain over 40 degree Celsius, said an official at India Meteorological Department.
On Tuesday, the maximum and the minimum may hover around 45 and 33 degrees Celsius, respectively. “The sky will remain clear on Tuesday. The- re are chances of heatwave conditions in most of the places and severe heatwave in isolated areas along with warm night conditions in many areas. There are chances of strong surface winds, occasionally gusty winds, up to 30-40kmph during daytime,” said the official.
A heatwave is recorded when the maximum temperature is above 40 degrees Celsius and the departure above 4.5 not- ches. For the severe heatwave, either the maximum temperature must exceed 45 degrees Celsius mark or the departure is above 6.5 notches. The warm night condition is observed when the maximum temperature is above 40 degrees Celsius and the departure for minimum temperature is above 4.5 notches.
The air quality of the city remained moderate. The air quality index, on a scale of 0 to 500, was 169 as against 197 a day earlier, both moderate.
AAP, BJP continue blame game over city’s water crisis, oppn protests at 52 locations
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: As Delhi grapples with a water supply crisis, Bharatiya Janata Party persisted with its demonstrations against Aam Aadmi Party-led Delhi govt for the second day in a row on Monday. BJP criticised the city govt for “inadequate” water management, while AAP claimed that the water scarcity in Delhi was a crisis sponsored by BJP.
Addressing the protest in Krishna Nagar, Delhi BJP president Virendra Sachdeva alleged, “Arvind Kejriwal and his govt are solely responsible if Delhiites are not getting water. By sheltering water thieves and tanker mafias, AAP legislators have turned water into a business.”
AAP Rajya Sabha member Sanjay Singh accused BJP of attempting to gain political advantage by depriving the residents of water. “BJP, through its Haryana govt, is decreasing the raw water supply for Delhi, pipelines are being da- maged, and then protests are being carried out at DJB offices,” he claimed.
BJP stated that the protests were held at 52 locations.
Addressing the protest at the DJB’s office in Mukherjee Nagar, North East Delhi MP Manoj Tiwari alleged that all departments of Delhi govt were mired in corruption and the jal board was the epicentre. “We will continue to fight for justice for the people of Delhi,” he said.
Addressing the protest in Khanpur, BJP MP Ramvir Singh Bidhuri alleged, “Despite being in power for three terms, Kejriwal has done nothing for the water supply...He promised to bring 150 MGD of water from Muradnagar through pipelines, but that has not been done”.
Holding a press briefing on the water crisis, AAP’s Sanjay Singh alleged that BJP was creating a water crisis as a conspiracy to keep Delhiites thirsty. “BJP and Haryana govt have conspired to create a water crisis. If we get our due water share, then this problem will end. Delhi is demanding its share of water, but Haryana’s BJP govt is not giving it; that’s why the production of drinking water is decreasing,” he said.
Singh further said due to the reduction in water supply from Haryana, only 1,002 MGD was produced on June 6, 993 MGD on June 7, 990 MGD on June 8, 978 MGD on June 9, 958 MGD on June 10, 919 MGD on June 11, 951 MGD on June 12, and 939 MGD on June 13.
He said while Delhiites were struggling with a water crisis, BJP was engaging in hooliganism, vandalising offices, and breaking water pipes and stopping supply. He was referring to a BJP protest on Sunday during which BJP workers had allegedly broken the window pane of a DJB office in south Delhi by throwing an earthen pot.
“Delhiites elected all 7 BJP MPs; why are they not demanding water from Haryana govt for Delhi?” he asked.
Cleaning up air requires ‘uncomfortable’ decisions, transport, industries worse than farm fire: Narain
SUNITA NARAIN SAYS My only request for new (central) govt is to take uncomfortable, inconvenient decisions to move ahead on pollution. We will never clean up the air of Delhi by being nice to everybody, particularly the rich
New Delhi: Cleaning up Delhi’s air requires “uncomfortable and inconvenient” decisions and it cannot be achieved by being nice to everyone, particularly the affluent residents who significantly contribute to the problem, environmentalist Sunita Narain has said.
In an interaction with PTI, Narain said that though central and state govts had taken several steps to control air pollution in the national capital, including banning coal and introducing BS-VI fuel, erratic weather patterns due to climate change and the inadequate speed of addressing the crisis continued to exacerbate the problem.
Claiming that that the episodic burning of crop residue by farmers in winter is not the primary concern, Narain, the director general of Centre for Science and Environment, called transport and industries more worrisome. “My only requ- est for new govt is to take some uncomfortable, inconvenient decisions to move ahead on air pollution. We will never clean up the air of Delhi by being nice to everybody, particularly the rich of Delhi,” she said.
Narain, who was part of the Supreme Court-appointed Environment Pollution (Prevention and Control) Authority, also urged central govt to bring natural gas under the GST regime, arguing that the current triple taxation on gas makes it unaffordable compared to dirty coal. This change will make clean gas a more viable option, she said. “The easiest thing we can do to reduce pollution in Delhi is to bring natural gas under GST.”
She stressed the need for reducing vehicular pollution by enhancing public transport. Source apportionment studies conducted in the past show that transport accounts for 17.9% to 39.2% of Delhi’s PM2.5 pollution, while industries’ contribution ranges from 2.3% to 28.9%.
“Delhi has taken several steps to control air pollution. It is the only city in the country to ban coal use, which is a major achievement... Govt introduced BS-VI fuel and imposed a congestion charge on trucks entering Delhi. The construction of a peripheral expressway now allows trucks to bypass the city,” Narain pointed out.
Efforts have also been made to incentivise the use of natural gas. In Delhi, there is zero VAT on gas, and natural gas is now readily available in industrial areas. These initiatives have collectively led to a year-over-year reduction in pollution levels, she said.
However, two major factors continue to exacerbate the problem — worsening weather conditions, which are beyond human control, and the inadequate speed of tackling the crisis, the activist said. This winter, for instance, northwest India, including Delhi, did not experience rain due to changes in the Arctic jet stream affecting western disturbances, which are becoming more erratic and shifting northwards, she explained. This has led to less snow in the hills and less rain in Delhi, resulting in higher pollution levels, Narain said.
“Secondly, after all the actions taken up to 2021, we are not taking actions at the speed required by the crisis that is happening,” she said. The last major bus fleet expansion, she pointed out, occurred during Sheila Dikshit’s tenure as Delhi chief minister, around the time of Commonwealth Games 2010.
Since then, many buses have not been replaced, leading to a decline in bus ridership, she said, adding that the bus system needed to be integrated with metro systems and effective parking facilities. PTI
Portion of mosque collapses in Old Delhi, nobody injured
A crack was reported around 1pm
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: A portion of a mosque collapsed in Old Delhi’s Churiwalan on Monday. No one was injured.
Police received a PCR call around 1pm reporting that a wall in a mosque had developed a major crack, posing a danger to the building. Deputy commissioner of police (central) M Harsha Vardhan said that cops acted promptly and evacuated the mosque and three surrounding buildings. “Calls were also made to Municipal Corporation of Delhi, BSES, and disaster management. Around 1.55pm, a part of the building collapsed. Cops have been deployed to cordon off the are,” Vardhan said.
Reacting to the incident Delhi BJP spokesperson Praveen Shankar Kapoor alleged that the callous working of mayor Shelly Oberoi is responsible for building collapse in the Walled City. “Two weeks back I wrote to the mayor and MCD commissioner demanding an immediate survey of dangerous buildings and remedial steps. I had warned that in this year's exceptional heat cracks will develop in old buildings and things can prove fatal,” he said.
The mayor’s office, meanwhile, said, “Officials are at the site and have been asked to submit a report. As routine work, a survey is already underway to check dangerous structures before monsoon.”
36-year-old sleeping with AC on in stationary car dies in Ghaziabad
Avishek.Kumar@timesgroup.com
Ghaziabad: A 36-year-old driver who had gone off to sleep inside his cab after switching on the AC was found dead near a traffic signal in Prahlad Garhi on Monday morning.
Police suspect Kallu Dubey, a resident of Sahibabad, choked to death after his WagonR ran out of petrol and the AC turned off on its own with the ignition. Although the car had a CNG option too, Dubey allegedly was too drunk to wake up and switch over the fuel supply system. His body, police said, was sent for an autopsy to ascertain the actual cause of his death.
Dubey’s employer, Amlesh Pandey, alerted police when his driver did not open the door even after repeated knocks.
“I had been calling him since 7 in the morning because I had accepted a booking from a customer for the entire day. When he did not take calls, I had to cancel the booking,” said Pandey, who runs Priyanshi Tours and Travels.
Dubey, who was still logged into his cab service provider’s portal, was tracked with the help of his phone location.
“I reached the liquor shop near which he had parked the car. He was inside and appeared to be sleeping. I knocked on the glass window several times, but he did not wake up. I called him too, but he didn’t respond,” Pandey said.
The car owner called up Dubey’s family and informed police. “The glass window was broken only when cops arrived. We took him to a nearby hospital, where he was declared dead on arrival,” he added.
According to Pandey, Dubey had been working for him for the past three years. He had gone to his hometown Hamirpur in May when his mother-in-law passed away.
“He returned five days ago and joined work. He had lost his wife eight years ago. He had a six-year-old son,” he said.
Nimish Patil, DCP (transHindon), said they received information about the cabbie’s death around 10am.
Flight delayed by 4 hrs, airline cites high ground temp
Some passengers claimed on X that when the flight was stuck on the taxiway, the AC was switched off for nearly an hour, which caused severe inconvenience to them
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: An IndiGo flight from Delhi to Bagdogra on Monday was delayed for over four hours due to a technical issue, which resulted from high ground temperatures.
The flight – 6E 2521– was scheduled to depart from Delhi for Bagdogra at 2.10 pm, but it finally took off at 6.15 pm, said officials at the Delhi airport.
An airport official said, “After the boarding of 165 passengers was completed, the flight was pushed back. However, the flight developed some technical snag, which arose from high ground temperatures, and it was stuck at a taxiway. Since the flight could not move, it was brought to the parking bay with the help of a tow tractor.”
The official added that the flight later departed from IGI Airport around 6.15 pm for Bagdogra.
However, in a statement, the airline said, “IndiGo flight 6E 2521 between Delhi and Bagdogra was delayed due to high ground temperatures impeding operations. IndiGo prioritises passenger safety above all else and is taking steps to enable a prompt departure. Passengers are being provided with regular updates and we regret the inconvenience caused due to factors beyond the airline’s control.”
Passengers claimed on X (formerly called Twitter) that when the flight was stuck on the taxiway, the airconditioner was switched off for nearly an hour, which caused severe inconvenience to them.
A video shared by CNBC-TV18 on X showed a man complaining about “air-conditioner being non-operational, and the flight waiting at the taxiway.” The passenger claimed that no information was being provided by the crew.
In the same video, another passenger said his father died and it was important for him to reach Bagdogra on time as his father’s last rites would be performed at 6 pm.
The flight landed at Bagdogra airport at 7.53 pm as against the scheduled time of 4.10 pm.
Temperatures in Delhi have been continuously staying over 40 degrees Celsius since May 13. On Monday, the maximum temperature was above 45 degrees Celsius at most stations, while it was 46 degrees Celsius, seven degrees above normal, at the Delhi airport (Palam station).
Power outage at IGI for nearly an hr, ops hit briefly
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: Indira Gandhi International Airport experienced a power outage for nearly an hour on Monday afternoon, reportedly due to the tripping of a 765 KV line. However, Delhi International Airport Limited (DIAL), the airport operator, said diesel generators and power backups were switched on within two to three minutes after the disruption in the power supply.
DIAL stated that during the brief outage, some services, such as baggage acceptance at boarding gates or DigiYatra e-gates, were impacted as systems rebooted. However, there was no impact on operations, and flights operated as per schedule, it added.
“Around 2 pm on Monday, Delhi airport's Main Receiving Sub-station (MRSS) detected a significant voltage spike at the grid, reportedly due to the tripping of a 765 KV line. This voltage imbalance from the Delhi Transco Limited (DTL) Grid briefly impacted all IGI terminals, affecting baggage acceptance and e-gates,” said DIAL in a statement.
“To maintain essential services, we proactively switched all terminals to DG load. The power backup system, installed by DIAL, was operationalised within a few minutes, and all back-up procedures were initiated to facilitate passengers at all touch points,” said DIAL.
“By 3pm, the grid voltage had stabilised and was accepted at the MRSS breaker, and all services were smoothly transitioned back from DG load to DTL grid load, and the DG supply was disconnected. We appreciate the patience and understanding of all passengers during this brief period,” said a DIAL spokesperson.
A DTL official said there was an issue with the power grid, where a transmission line from Agra to Jhatikra tripped. “Due to low voltage, there were power fluctuations, including at Delhi airport. However, DTL’s power lines are of 400 KV and 220 KV,” said the official.
However, some passengers took to social media to complain. An X user wrote, “T3 at Delhi airport totally choked due to power failure. No counter, no DigiYatra, nothing functioning. This is shocking.”
Currently, Delhi airport fulfills 100% of its electricity needs from renewable sources, including both solar and hydro power.
On June 2, DIAL announced there was a reduction in electricity consumption per passenger by 57% since 2010 due to measures like green building practices and energy-efficient infrastructure.
DIAL stated that the electricity consumption per passenger was 5.18 kWh in 2010, when Terminal 3 became operational, but with initiatives like the use of LED lights, use of high solar reflective roof materials, and a doubleglassed facade, the figure was down to 2.21 kWh in 2023.
Bidhuri to resign from Badarpur seat
New Delhi: Newly-elected MP from South Delhi constituency, BJP’s Ramvir Singh Bidhuri, will be vacating his Vidhan Sabha seat from Badarpur.
“Bidhuri will be resigning from the Badarpur assembly constituency on Tuesday. He will meet assembly speaker Ramniwas Goyal ji at his office and submit his resignation,” his office stated in a release.
Bidhuri had requested party chief JP Nadda to relieve him from the post of leader of the opposition in the assembly. Bidhuri stated that according to rules, he should resign from either the assembly or the Lok Sabha within 14 days of the notification being issued.
BJP will now have seven MLAs in the 70-member assembly. The party has not yet announced the name of the next leader of the opposition in the assembly.
Govt sources said a by-election is unlikely to happen as Vidhan Sabha polls are due in early 2025. But a final decision is yet to be taken.
TNN
Heat Stroke Alert: Five In Hospitals, Three Critical
90-Year-Old Among Those Admitted, 3 Patients On Ventilator
DESPERATE FOR RELIEF
Anuja.Jaiswal@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: As the city continues to reel under extreme heat, five people were admitted to Ram Manohar Lohia, Safdarjung and Lok Nayak hospitals because of heat stroke in the past two days.
Two of the three patients admitted to RML are in critical condition and on ventilator support with comorbid conditions.
An 80-year-old man was admitted to RML in a critical condition, according to a doctor who provided comprehensive details about the case.
The patient was unconscious upon arrival and had a dangerously high rectal temperature of 107.5 degrees Fahrenheit, indicating hyperthermia, a condition characterised by an abnormally elevated body temperature. Due to the patient's low blood pressure of 60 (systolic) and respiratory distress, immediate medical intervention was necessary. The medical team intubated the patient and placed him on a ventilator to support his breathing. Immersion cooling techniques were employed, successfully reducing his temperature to 98.4 degrees Fahrenheit within an hour.
Although the patient exhibited symptoms suggestive of a heart attack, the medical team is awaiting the results of a CT scan and cardiac reference for a definitive diagnosis. In the meantime, the patient is receiving treatment for heat related illness and is being administered cardiac medication. Despite the prompt medical attention, the doctor emphasised that the patient's condition remained critical.
Another patient, currently on ventilator support, is a 31-year-old woman who was transferred from a private hospital. The patient's medical records indicated that she had been travelling within the past 24 hours and experienced multiple episodes of vomiting. Upon ar- rival at the hospital, her temperature was recorded to be 105 degrees Fahrenheit, and her blood pressure was significantly elevated, with a systolic reading of 240. The patient was diagnosed with a heat related illness in conjunction with a hypertensive emergency. Despite the stabilisation of her blood pressure and pulse, her condition remained critical. The medical team is closely monitoring her progress and providing the necessary care to support her recovery while she remains on ventilator support.
A 60-year-old man, the third patient, was admitted to the hospital after fainting while working in extremely hot weather. Neighbours brought him in. His body temperature was 105 degrees Fahrenheit. The medical team immediately initiated immerse cooling therapy, successfully reducing his temperature to 97.5 degrees Fahrenheit. Despite the patient's drowsy state, no signs of brain damage were detected during the examination. The patient's overall condition has shown improvement since admission.
At Safdarjung Hospital, a 90-year-old woman, who was unconscious at the time of admission, was intubated as her condition was very critical. She is a chronic smoker. Her temperature was 105 degrees F.
A 40-year-old man was brought to Lok Nayak Hospital with a high-grade fever accompanied by altered mental status, doctors at the hospital said.
Water crisis may hit Lutyens’ Delhi too
TIMESNEWSNETWORK
New Delhi: New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC) has urged residents to use water sparingly due to a significant reduction in the supply of potable water at two underground reservoirs in Lutyens’ Delhi. Officials of NDMC, which issued a public notice on Monday, have claimed that Delhi Jal Board (DJB) has informed the council that the water supply at these reservoirs will be reduced by 60%.
An NDMC official said, “We have been informed by DJB officials that Tilak Marg and Bengali Market underground reservoirs will receive only 40% water supply for now. Since we are not aware till when this crisis will continue, it is imperative that people use water judiciously and for essential purposes only.”
The official further added, “DJB officials said that the production of potable water from the Wazirabad plant was not running at full capacity due to non-avai- lability of raw water, hence the water supply in command area of the two reservoirs would be made available once in a day and preferably in morning”.
The crisis will affect several major areas, including Bengali Market, Ashoka Road, Harish Chander Mathur Lane, Copernicus Marg, Purana Quila Road, Babar Road, Barakhamba, KG Marg, Windsor Place, Firoz Shah Marg and Canning Lane.
NDMC has 27 reservoirs in total. The remaining 25 reservoirs are also experiencing a 25-30% reduction in supply, the NDMC official claimed.
TOI did not get any response from DJB over the alleged water crisis threat in Lutyens' Delhi.
The council has set up a control room to provide water tankers to consumers in the affected areas, if required. The helpline numbers for the control room are 011-2336 0683 and 011-2374 3642. It has also requested the public to take measures to avoid water wastage, such as fixing leakages, refraining from using drinking water for car washing, recharging groundwater, adopting micro-irrigation techniques for gardening or plantation, recycling drinkable water for other uses, and not polluting water sources under any circumstances.
NDMC receives a daily water supply of 125 million litres with DJB contributing 120 million litres per day. To ensure efficient water distribution, a network of pipelines spanning 450 kilometres has been installed throughout the NDMC jurisdiction.
In order to address any shortfalls in the water supply, NDMC has deployed a fleet of 20 water tankers and 25 water trolleys. These vehicles are strategically positioned to provide supplementary water to areas experiencing temporary deficiencies.
Fire at south Delhi hospital, pandal in east, nobody hurt
TIMESNEWSNETWORK
New Delhi: Panic erupted at a hospital in south Delhi’s Kotla Mubarakpur on Monday after a fire broke out. No injuries or casualties were reported in the incident.
Fire department officials said they received a call around 12.35 pm. Eight fire tenders with 40 firefighters were sent to the spot. “The fire was in the meter boxes. No casualties or injuries were reported,” the official said.
A senior police officer said smoke in the meter room caused panic. “There were about 15-20 patients inside. They were evacuated on stretchers. Ambulances were called to transport them,” the officer said. The fire was doused quickly, he added.
Atul Garg, director, Delhi Fire Service (DFS), said the hospital had a fire NOC (No Objection Certificate), but the fire suppression system was not functioning.
There were 30 fire incidents in hospitals in 2022, and 36 last year. There have been 11 fire incidents in hospitals as of May 26 this year.
Earlier this month, a fire broke out at a children's eye hospital in Lajpat Nagar. Nearly 50 people, including staff and nearby residents, had a narrow escape. In May, a massive fire broke out at a hospital in Vivek Vihar, in which seven children were killed.
Meanwhile, a marquee being erected for a marriage function in east Delhi's Shastri Park was gutted in a fire on Monday, officials said.
The incident was reported at around 2.51 pm, and no one was injured in the incident, DFS officials said.
At least eight fire tenders were pressed into service, and the fire was under control within an hour, a DFS officer said, adding that wooden structures and the marquee were gutted.
An investigation has been initiated to ascertain the cause of the fire, police said.
“According to weather conditions, fire calls go up or down. During extreme heat conditions, we usually receive 200 calls, of which 60% are related to fire and 40% related to rescuing animals and birds," Garg added.
Report over 2022 fire in Old Delhi in, but no action taken
The panel suggests putting utilities like wires and cables underground
Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: Shop owners in old Delhi have repeatedly raised concerns about the dangerous power lines hanging overhead in the markets, but their pleas have gone unheard. They say that these precariously hanging wires have caused numerous fires every summer, resulting in extensive property damage and losses amounting to crores of rupees.
A joint committee comprising members of different official agencies submitted an inquiry report on the Bhagirath Palace fire of November 2022 to the lieutenant governor in February 2023. The report recommended that a comprehensive redevelopment plan should be implemented, including pushing cables and wires underground.
While no response on this was available from MCD and Delhi govt, area MP, Praveen Khandelwal, who was part of the 2022 joint committee, said, "To the best of my knowledge, no action has been taken on the 2022 report. I shall take up the recommendations of the committee with the LG and Delhi Govt and, if required, with the central govt."
Sanjay Bhargava, a representative of Chandni Chowk Vyapar Mandal, said, "Over 200 shops were gutted in that fire caused allegedly by a short circuit. It took firefighters five days to bring the blaze under control. After an inspection on November 26, 2022, LG VK Saxena directed the stakeholders to address the issue of hanging wires and overloaded circuits in Chandni Chowk, Sadar Bazar and Paharganj. But no action has been taken on this so far."
Bhargava also pointed out that buildings that collapse or suffer damages in infernos in old Delhi cannot be reconstructed unless MCD presents a comprehensive redevelopment plan in accordance with the Master Plan of Delhi 2021.
"So many inspections ha- ve taken place, but there’s no action,” said Ashish Grover, general secretary, Delhi Drug Traders Association. “Fed up, we decided to at least get the electricity meters installed ourselves. But even that couldn’t go beyond one building due to lack of support from the official agencies."
Grover revealed that after the recent fire at Nai Sadak, the issue of dangling wires was again broached with Khandelwal, who has called a meeting on Wednesday. "We have invited the former executive director of Power Grid Corporation and his team to the meeting. We will prepare a project report based on Wednesday’s discussions," said Khandelwal.
FESTIVE FERVOUR
EID MUBARAK: Children have fun after the namaz on Eid al-Adha at Jama Masjid
Investment scam: Probe finds links to Chinese scammers
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: While investigating an investment scam in which five people, including an MBBS student, were arrested in southwest Delhi last week, police discovered that the gang had connections with scammers from both China and Cambodia.
A police source said the Cambodian fraudsters orchestrated a bogus investment WhatsApp group to entice unsuspecting people into investing their money.
While analysing the WhatsApp group, police found that a majority of the people added were scammers posing as group members from Cambodia.
“One of them posed as a financial advisor who used to give fake advice to the group members on how to earn more money, and some tasks were given to them where they used to earn some money to win their trust. The whole thing was to create an ecosystem where the target believed that the other people were also members like him and they were investing,” the source said.
The source added that the money duped from the victims was then transferred into cryptocurrency and moved to accounts in China.
In April, while investiga- ting the case of a doctor from a prominent hospital who was duped of Rs 29 lakh on the promise of high returns, the Southwest district’s cyber cell arrested Rohit (38), Varun (23), Manish Mann (29) and Uday Mittal (37).
Their interrogation led to the arrest of Aizaz Ahmad, a resident of Patna. He was apprehended at IGI Airport after a lookout circular was issued against him. Ahmad was studying MBBS in Kazakhstan and was overseeing illegal operations in India along with his associates for foreign scammers. He met his aides through an application.
“While studying MBBS in Kazakhstan, the 24-year-old student came in touch with scammers who linked him with Chinese nationals involved in investment fraud,” the source said.
“He started a WhatsApp group three to four months ago and cheated people of nearly Rs 5 crore, which he transferred to his associates’ accounts after converting it into cryptocurrency,” the source added. Cops have written to the crypto wallet and sought details of the account holders.
The gang was found to be involved in 22 complaints on the National Cybercrime Reporting Portal.
Bank told to pay man `46k lost in unauthorised debits from a/c
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: A city consumer forum has held Allahabad Bank liable for deficiency in services after it failed to inform and later investigate 10 unauthorised debits from the customer's account that totalled Rs 46,000.
The forum has directed the bank to refund Rs 46,000 along with interest and compensate the complainant for mental anguish and litigation costs.
The complainant had a savings account with Allahabad Bank. He claimed that despite multiple withdrawals, totalling Rs 46,000, from his account, he did not receive a single SMS notification regarding these transactions. When he visited the branch, the consumer found out about the unauthorised transactions after updating his passbook. The withdrawals were done from various locations.
The district consumer dispute redressal commission-V, North-West Delhi bench — comprising Sanjay Kumar (president), Nipur Chandna (member) and Rajesh (member) — noted that the bank acknowledged that the consumer had lodged a complaint regarding 10 unauthorised withdrawals from his account. In its letter, the bank said it had escalated the matter with the ATM back office in Mumbai and contacted other banks regarding the fraudulent transactions.
However, despite the effort, the other banks, through which the debits were made, only provided SMS details of the transactions and failed to furnish CCTV footage or initiate chargebacks for refunding the money.
Consequently, the bank withheld the credited shadow balance of Rs 46,000 pending the outcome of its investigation. Additionally, the RBI ombudsman closed the complainant's case without issuing any decision, the commission said.
The commission noted that the complainant diligently followed RBI guidelines by approaching the bank, law enforcement and the banking ombudsman, while the bank initially credited the disputed amount following RBI guidelines, then later withheld it without conducting a thorough investigation.
Concluding the matter, the commission held that the bank was liable for deficiency in service and directed it to refund Rs 46,000 to the consumer, along with 6% interest per annum. The commission also directed the bank to pay Rs 15,000 to him as compensation for the pain, mental agony and litigation costs.
For ‘Honour’, Man Slits Daughter’s Neck With Cutter, Watches Her Die
Strongly Against Alliance With Man From Another Caste, Held 12 Hrs Later
Rajshekhar.Jha@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: It was love at first sight for Amrita and Shubham (names have been changed to protect identities). They were of the same age and lived in the same neighbourhood in Bihar’s Muzaffarpur. Amrita, a Class XII student, met Shubham on the way to school and after classes too. However, their friendship was not acceptable to their families because they were from different castes.
Amrita’s family belonged to the Nai caste while the boy was from the Mallah community. In spite of the opposition, Amrita and Shubham’s love only grew deeper. Rattled by this, the girl’s family sent her to Delhi so that she would be far from the boy and not “ruin the family’s prestige in society”. Amrita’s father also had a glass business in Delhi and thought she would be “in check” there.
However, the two proved inseparable. Amrita, aged around 20, began to live in Prem Nagar in northwest Delhi with her brother, but kept in touch with Shubham over the phone. The brother apparently kept updating the family about how Amrita was “not ready to give up” on the boy.
Amrita tried convincing her parents and her brother to let her go back to Shubham, but the father was strongly opposed to the alliance. The continued phone calls and the audio and video messages left him furious. A few days ago, Amrita’s father suspected that she was about to elope with the boy and get married against the wishes of the family and confronted her. The argument turned nasty and the father decided to kill his daughter.
He scouted for an isolated place in Kanjhawala in northwest Delhi. On Sunday evening, he asked her to accompany him for a “final discussion” on the issue and took her to a field in Kanjhawala. Once there, he asked her if she would change her mind. The moment she said no, the father whipped out a paper cutter and slit her throat. As she gasped for breath, he made further incisions in her belly. He then sat there and watched her die. When she stopped responding and had bled enough, he got up and left the spot.
Around 8.53pm on Sunday, the police control room was informed about a girl’s body lying in a field near Chandpur Road. According to police, the body had deep injuries on the neck and abdomen. An FIR was registered and the duo of inspectors Ishwar Singh and Dharmender was asked to investigate the murder. “It was a blind case,” said DCP Guriqbal Singh Sidhu. “But the first breakth- rough came from the analysis of the CCTV footage which showed a cab in the area. The footage also showed two passengers in the cab.”
Local informers were roped in and technical surveillance was mounted. The investigators managed to trace the cab driver through the vehicle’s registration number. The driver said he had dropped a woman and a man at the place of incident. The details given by the driver, including the number used to book the cab, helped the cops identify the girl and the family. The girl’s father was found missing and became a suspect. He had, in any case, been spotted around the scene of crime, the cops said.
The accused, aged 46, was eventually tracked through technical surveillance and human intelligence. “The suspect was planning to flee Delhi and go to Bihar. However, he was nabbed within 12 hours of the murder being reported,” said a senior officer.
Ravindra Yadav, special commissioner (law and order), appreciated the efforts made by the investigative team in the quick disposal of the case. A chargesheet will be filed at the earliest, he said. Police have recovered the weapon of offence, the paper cutter.
Four policemen suspended for `24L ‘extortion’
New Delhi: Four policemen from Laxmi Nagar police station have been suspended for allegedly extorting Rs 24 lakh from a Panipat resident by threatening him with fabricated hawala money laundering charges, sources said.
On May 29, a man from Panipat, who sought to send his son abroad for studies, contacted an agent who promised to arrange a visa. He was instructed to stay at a hotel in Laxmi Nagar. However, he ended up staying at a hotel in Shakarpur.
“Someone claiming to be an associate of the agent visited me. He filmed the money and left,” the complainant said.
The associate returned with four policemen. They took the man to the police station and threatened to slap false hawala charges on him. Fearing the implications, he was forced to surrender Rs 24 lakh.
TNN
When there is predator in family, who shall protect children: Court
Vineet.Upadhyay@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: A Delhi court has sentenced a man to 12 years rigorous imprisonment for kidnapping and repeatedly raping his minor niece in Jan 2017. It also directed him to provide Rs 10.5 lakh compensation to the survivor, who is now 24 years old and married.
When there is a predator within the family, who shall protect the children, it wondered.
The court of additional sessions judge Susheel Bala Dagar, in an order dated June 5, stated, “Home is known as the safest place in the world for children. The persons in a shared household are regarded as the most trusted persons. But with the increase in the crimes against women, the crime against children in the form of incest rape has come to light. Children are falling victim to sexual offences done by their family member, relative, teacher, acquaintance, etc. Being innocent of their age; both boys and girls are abused.”
The court also sentenced him to 10 years rigorous imprisonment each for the offences under sections 366 and 363 of the Indian Penal Code. The sentences will run concurrently, it stated.
The court was hearing a case against the man who was convicted under the penal provisions for rape, kidnapping and Section 6 (aggravated penetrative sexual assault) of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act. It noted that the man had committed aggravated penetrative sexual assault upon the minor after kidnapping and seducing her for illicit intercourse despite knowing fully well that he had a wife and could not marry the girl, who was about 17 years of age in 2017.
“The children of the present day are the future of society. The interest of the vulnerable child needs to be protected for a healthy, developed and vibrant society. The psychological scars of the sexual abuses during childhood are indelible and they keep haunting the individual forever thereby hindering their proper physical and psychological development,” the court stated further.
“In a patriarchal society as in our country, everyone is quick to blame the victim child involved in any such incident of penetrative sexual assault and seduction by the culprit for illicit intercourse. Rather it is the convict, who is a family member responsible for the heinous crime with the victim child, on whom the full blame ought to lie,” it added.
Remarking that the proposition that children are the safest with family and known persons has turned out to be a myth due to persons like the convict, the court stated that “it is the responsibility of society as a whole to take care of its children and to protect them from their physiological and psychological exploitation at the hands of the sexual abusers”.
Additional public prosecutor Yogita Kaushik Dahiya appeared for the prosecution.
Man arrested for shooting mother-in-law
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: A 26-year-old man allegedly shot dead his mother-in-law at her home in northwest Delhi's Shalimar Bagh following a dispute over money and marital discord with his wife. The accused, Sumit, a cook, was arrested on Monday.
Police said they received a PCR call around 12.30 pm on Sunday, reporting that a woman had been shot at her home in the Haiderpur area. Upon arriving at the scene, they found blood on the floor and an empty bullet cartridge, which was seized.
The family told police that Neetu was shot by her son-in-law, Sumit. She was admitted to a hospital but succumbed to her injuries. A case was registered, and multiple teams were formed to apprehend the accused.
“Raids were conducted, and the suspect was finally nabbed. He confessed to the crime,” an officer said.
Sumit is a resident of Meerut and worked as a cook in a restaurant in the Dakshinpuri area. He married Neetu's daughter six years ago, and they have a six-month-old son. Sumit frequently had disputes with his wife, police found.
Sumit allegedly lent money to Neetu on interest. “She returned some money to him. He told us that Neetu often intervened in Sumit's disputes with his wife and fought with him over money. This often led to quarrels between Sumit and Neetu at home and over the phone. There was a dispute about this issue on the day of the incident as well. He came to his in-laws’ home and shot Neetu in the chest amid the fight,” the officer said.
Before anyone could apprehend him, Sumit fled the spot.
`40cr cheating: No bail
New Delhi: A Delhi court recently denied bail to a man accused in a case of cheating worth Rs 40 crore with Custom department since year 2018.
The court of Additional Sessions Judge Devender Kumar Jangala dismissed the bail plea of Amit Agarwal considering the allegations against him and his conduct.
Delhi police's EOW is probing the case. It is alleged that Rs. 20.9 crores were transferred in the bank account of accused.
TNN
Patient in Rohini OT, surgeon operates from Gurgaon
Surgical robots manufactured by international companies are prohibitively expensive, making it unfeasible to deploy them in smaller Indian cities or towns. However, the development of indigenous surgical robots by cardiac surgeon Dr Sudhir Srivastava offers a costeffective way to bridge this gap
Anuja.Jaiswal@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: A team of doctors from Rajiv Gandhi Cancer Institute and Research Centre (RGCIRC) in Rohini has successfully performed the first-ever telesurgery using the first indigenous surgical robot, Mantra. In employing this system, the fibre-optic cable played a crucial role because a reliable connection was necessary between the doctor and the robot, located 40km away from each other.
The surgical procedure, lasting one hour and 45 minutes, was carried out remotely from Gurgaon, with the surgeon controlling the ro- botic instruments through a console. Meanwhile, the patient remained at RGCIRC, receiving care from the local medical staff present at the hospital throughout the entire operation. Doctors claimed that this complex surgery was performed in India for the first time.
The 52-year-old patient from Delhi was suffering from urinary bladder cancer and was operated upon by surgeon Dr SK Rawal, who is also the medical director of the cancer institute. The patient is doing well, revealed Rawal.
Rawal said made-in-India surgical robots had the potential to revolutionise healthcare access in smal- ler cities and remote locations. With these robots, skilled surgeons can operate from distant locations and successfully provide high-qua- lity care to patients in "C class cities, war or space”. This technology eliminates the need for the physical presence of experts.
Surgical robots manufactured by international companies are prohibitively expensive, making it unfeasible to deploy them in smaller Indian cities or towns. However, the development of indigenous surgical robots by cardiac surgeon Dr Sudhir Srivastava offers a cost-effective way to bridge this gap. By placing these robots in previously underserved areas, expert surgeons can extend their reach and offer advanced surgical procedures to a wider population.
In the current case, the surgeon, with precision and expertise, guided the robotic arms to remove the urinary bladder along with the lymph nodes on the sides of the bladder. The advanced technology allowed the doctor to control the robot's movements with incredible accuracy. The patient also required only a very small incision of 4-5cm when in open surgery, the incision length would be 15-20cm long.
Rawal said that this innovative approach to surgery showcased the potential for telemedicine to revolutionise healthcare delivery. It enabled expert medical professionals to provide critical care to patients regardless of geographic distance.
Summer Show: Green Rejig Planned For 7 City Forests
Cycle Tracks, Bird Watching Decks, Canopy Walks On Table
SENIOR OFFICIAL SAYS Forests play an important role in a city like Delhi. They not only trap pollutants but also control heat emissions. Forests are also home to birds and butterflies
Priyangi.Agarwal@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: Seven city forests will be upgraded with eco-friendly features such as trails, cycling tracks, bird watching decks and sitting areas.
The redevelopment of the city forests is part of the summer action plan, which was released on Thursday, to deal with air pollution.
Delhi has 20 city forests, spread over 549.64 hectares. Of these, seven will be redeveloped. These are Alipur, Mukhmelpur, Qutubgarh and Mamurpur city forests in the north forest division; Hauzrani in the south forest division; Mitraon city forest in the west forest division; and Shastri Park metro station in the central forest division.
“As part of the redevelopment, eco-friendly trails, cycle tracks, bird watching decks, canopy walks, sitting areas and open interpretation signage will be created,” a senior official said. Last year, the forest department identified 16 parameters to upgrade all existing and upcoming city forests in an environment-friendly manner.
The official added: “Forests play an important role in a city like Delhi. They not only trap pollutants but also control heat emissions. City forests are also home to birds and butterflies.”
The setting up of three additional city forests — Garhi Mandu in the central division, Lal Kuan in the south, and Ujwa in the west division — has been proposed.
Delhi environment minister Gopal Rai, who released the summer action plan on Thursday, said: “Seven city forests will be improved with eco-friendly features, and three new city forests are proposed to be created.”
According to Delhi Forest and Wildlife Department’s website, the aim behind developing city forests is to sequester carbon and harvest rain- water intensively in the forests, facilitate nature-based education and outreach activities and develop ecotourism on sustainability principles defined by United Nations Environment Programme.
The forest department said the provisions of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, the Delhi Preservation of Trees Act, 1994, and the Indian Forest Act, 1927, are applicable to city forests.
“Certain activities are regulated in city forests. These are to be declared ‘no plastic zones’. Solid waste management has to be done here, and no discharge of effluents or pollutants within the city forest premises is allowed. Felling, pruning or any kind of damage to trees is prohibited. Feeding of wild animals is to be strictly prohibited, and only pedestrians will be allowed to enter the city parks,” an official said.
Safdarjung hosp to staff: No work-linked post on social media
Employees who violate the directive could face disciplinary action, including suspension
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: The Safdarjung Hospital administration in a circular has directed its staff not to post any unofficial content related to their assigned work and/job responsibilities on social media or instant messaging platforms such as WhatsApp, Facebook and Instagram, including status updates, which could harm the reputation of the hospital.
Employees who violate the directive could face disciplinary action, including suspension. The circular stated that employees should ensure that their social media activities do not reflect negatively about the hospital or its employees. "It has been observed that some staff members have been posting such content," the circular said.
The circular, by deputy director (admin) Ashok Kumar Pal, said that this should serve as a strict reminder that any such action is strictly prohibited.
It will be effective immediately and all personnel must comply with the laid-down guidelines. This includes refraining from posting any content that may tarnish the hospital's reputation, unfairly criticising tasks assigned by supervisors, or employing unofficial or inappropriate language as outlined in the prohibited content section.
The circular emphasised that the directive encompasses various digital commu- nication channels, including WhatsApp, Facebook, Instagram and a wide array of other sites. While some of the most widely used services were explicitly mentioned, the circular made it clear that the list was not exhaustive and that the rules would apply to any digital space where users can interact and share information.
Employees who fail to adhere to the given instructions will face the consequences in accordance with the Central Civil Services (Conduct) Rules, 1964. The management may impose penalties such as suspension, termination or other disciplinary measures as they see fit, based on the severity of the violation. The decision regarding the appropriate disciplinary action will be at the discretion of the management.
Staff members are required to uphold the utmost professional standards in all their interactions, whether in person or on digital platforms. If any issue or complaint arises, they should be communicated via the appropriate official processes within the organisation, not aired publicly on social networking sites, it said.
On high court order, MCD checks dairies, 10 facilities already sealed
During the inspection, it was noted that many plots in these areas were unoccupied or were being misused for purposes other than dairying, prompting MCD to seal them
Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: The Municipal Corporation of Delhi and other government agencies are undertaking a survey of authorised dairy areas in the city, following the directives of Delhi High Court. The aim of the survey is to identify violations, such as the misuse of allocated plots for nondairy purposes, unauthorised construction, lack of proper licensing, unhygienic conditions and inadequate space for livestock.
The agencies are required to submit the survey report by July 12. According to sources, 10 dairies have been sealed for violations identified during the survey and some others have been issued notices. The survey encompasses the 11 dairy colonies of Ghogha, Goyla, Nagli Sakrawati, Kakrola, Shahbad, Madanpur Khadar, Jharoda, Bhalswa, Ghazipur, Gharoli and Masoodpur. Nine of these localities have already been surveyed, according to officials.
During the inspection, it was noted that many plots in these areas were unoccupied or were being misused for purposes other than dairying, prompting MCD to seal them. At Ghogha, of the 2,080 plots designated for dairy farming, only 228 were found physically occupied thus far and of them only 139 were being utilised for running dairies. Remarkably, not a single application for the issue or renewal of a dairying licence had been approved by MCD in this area, according to a report.
In May, the high court had directed MCD to remove all encroachments and commercial establishments from Ghogha. An official said, "We found violations such as dairy plots being resold and used for industrial purposes. In some places, there were unauthorised constructions too. These issues have been intimated to the court. We accordingly sealed the premises or issue notices of the violations to the owners.”
MCD is also verifying that these dairies are not overcrowded and that each animal is provided with an average area of 10.5 sq metres as per norms. “During the survey, all deficiencies highlighted by the court commissioner are being verified,” said the official.
At Masoodpur, of the 220 daily plots, only 50 were being used for dairy farming, and no licences had been issued. "So far, we haven’t received any application for running these dairies,” said an MCD official. “To motivate people to apply for licences, MCD is adopting measures such as organising camps in the are- as concerned, teaching people to keep their surroundings neat and clean and disposing of cow dung properly."
The survey conducted by the civic body reveals a significant disparity in the number of licensed dairy plots across various dairy localities in the city. At Bhalswa, only 16 people among 1,328 plot owners had acquired licences. There were 188 dairies operating.
Kakrola contrasted with a high compliance rate, with all 405 occupants of the 516 plots having obtained licences. Jharoda fell in between, with 409 out of 485 plots occupied for dairy farming, but only 100 occupants being licensed. The survey is midway through in Ghazipur and Gharoli.
Officials have noted that during the allotment process, many people failed to take possession of their plots or only submitted one or two instalments of payments. Sources suggested that the applicants had reservations about the allocation policy, which limited the space to just 5-8 animals per dairy and prohibited the amalgamation of plots that were allotted through a draw of lots.
In its upcoming court submission, MCD plans to provide updates on the facilities being developed or already in progress for the proper disposal of cow dung. While a bio-methanation plant with a capacity of 200 tonne per day is undergoing a trial run at Nangli and Kakrola, one of 200 TPD is under construction at Ghogha. MCD is in the process of developing a third plant of 200 TPD at Goyla. In Ghazipur, the civic body has requested DDA for space for a plant.
Panel seeks rain harvest plan for court complex
New Delhi: The Delhi State-level Expert Appraisal Committee (SEAC) has asked the Public Works Department, which sought environmental clearance for the construction of a district court at Rohini, to prepare a management strategy for rainwater harvesting, taking into account recent flash rain data and the actual percolation rate of the soil at the site.
“Calculate runoff from rooftop, other paved areas, and green areas separately. Review the peak rainfall runoff threshold used in the calculation, given the experience of the last five years with extreme rainfall events and the likely increase in frequency with climate change in the next 50 years, and create an adaptive strategy accordingly,” said SEAC, according to the minutes of the meeting held on June 10.
The project proponent informed SEAC in its proposal that there were no trees inside the plot boundary, but bushes, namely Kikar, were present. However, SEAC directed it to submit a tree site report, including a physical tree count of all trees, along with tree girths, and the local and scientific names of the trees.
The total plot area of the project is 17,415 sqm, and the total population expected is 11,225 persons, including the floating population. The height of the building would be 59.7 metres.
Environmental clearance is given to ensure that the area remains unaffected across several parameters. These include plans to control dust and air pollution at the site, usage of treated water during construction and water requirement post-construction, provision of rainwater harvesting, solid waste management plans, parking infrastructure, eco-sensitive areas in the neighborhood, and the number of trees required to be felled or transplanted. TNN
Putin extends defence ministry purge, hands job to a relative
Anna Tsivileva
Moscow: Russian Prez Putin sacked four deputy defence ministers on Monday and appointed a relative to fill one of the resulting vacancies. The reshuffle marked the latest stage in a radical shakeout which Putin launched in May when he unexpectedly removed his longstanding defence minister Sergei Shoigu. More than two years into the war in Ukraine, Putin has used the changes to signal that he wants to clear out wastage and corruption in the ministry and harness Russia’s war economy more effectively to serve the needs of soldiers at the front.
He appointed Anna Tsivileva, the daughter of his late cousin, as a deputy defence minister whose responsibilities will include imp- roving social and housing support for military personnel. Her husband Sergei Tsivilev is Russia’s energy minister. Putin had previously appointed Tsivileva as head of a state fund to support participants of Russia’s war effort.
Leonid Gornin, previously first deputy finance minister, will now serve as first deputy defence minister under defence minister Andrei Belousov, an economist with no military experience who was named last month to replace Shoigu. Gornin’s main tasks are “to ensure efficient spending of budget funds”. Also named as deputy defence ministers were Oleg Savelyev and Pavel Fradkov, the son of ex-PM Mikhail Fradkov.
Another ex-deputy defence minister was arrested on April 23 and accused of bribe-taking. Since then, four other top officials and general staff have been held on same charges in Russia’s biggest graft scandal in years.
REUTERS
Nato chief says nations in talks to put N-weapons on standby
Russia Claims Escalation, Stoltenberg Says Just ‘Modernisation’
Nato boss Jens Stoltenberg said his comments referred to modernisation of Nato’s nuclear deterrent, including the replacement of F-16 jets with F-35s and the modernisation of weapons deployed in Europe
London:Nato is in talks to deploy more nuclear weapons, taking them out of storage and placing them on standby, in the face of a growing threat from Russia and China, the head of the alliance said on Monday.
Jens Stoltenberg told Britain’s Telegraph newspaper that there were live consultations between members to use transparency around its nuclear arsenal as a deterrent. “I won’t go into operational details about how many nuclear warheads should be operational and which should be stored, but we need to consult on these issues. That’s exactly what we’re doing,” he told the paper. “Transparency helps to communicate the direct message that we, of course, are a nuclear alliance.”
“Nato’s aim is, of course, a world without nuclear weapons, but as long as nuclear weapons exist, we will remain a nuclear alliance, because a world where Russia, China and North Korea have nuclear weapons, and Nato does not, is a more dangerous world.” Stoltenberg said last week that nuclear weapons were Nato’s “ultimate security guarantee” and a means to preserve peace.
The Kremlin said Stoltenberg’s remark was an “escalation of tension”. Spokesman Dmitry Peskov said the comments appeared to contradict a communique issued at a weekend conference in Switzerland that said any threat or use of nuclear weapons in the Ukraine context was inadmissible.
Stoltenberg later said Russia was trying to create confusion and that his comments re- ferred to the modernisation of Nato’s nuclear deterrent, including the replacement of F-16 jets with F-35s and the modernisation of weapons deployed in Europe, which he said has been known for a long time. “Russia is trying a way to always also create a situation where they can blame Nato, and the reality is that Nato is transparent,” Stoltenberg told reporters on a visit to Washington. A Nato spokesperson had earlier sought to clarify Stoltenberg’s remarks, saying: “We have an ongoing modernisation pro- gramme to replace legacy weapons and aircraft. Beyond that, there are no significant changes to our nuclear deterrent.”
Russia, which sent troops into Ukraine in 2022, says the US and its European allies are pushing the world to the brink of nuclear confrontation by giving Ukraine billions of dollars worth of weapons. Prez Putin has said Russia is technically ready for nuclear war, and that Moscow could use nuclear weapons to defend itself in extreme circumstances.
Russia and the US are by far the world’s biggest nuclear powers, holding about 88% of the world’s nuclear weapons. The US reportedly has about 100 non-strategic B61 nuclear weapons deployed in Italy, Germany, Turkiye, Belgium and the Netherlands. The US has another 100 such weapons within its borders. Russia is said to have about 1,558 nonstrategic nuclear warheads.
Separately, Stoltenberg said over 20 Nato members will meet the target of spending at least 2% of GDP on defence this year, a record. REUTERS & AP
Putin to visit Hanoi; US rebukes Vietnam
Russian Prez Vladimir Putin will visit Hanoi this week, multiple officials said, highlighting Communist-ruled Vietnam’s loyalty to Russia and triggering a US rebuke. The visit follows Hanoi avoiding a Ukraine peace summit in Switzerland last weekend, while sending its deputy foreign minister to a Brics meeting in Russia earlier last week. Putin is expected to meet Vietnam’s new prez, To Lam, during the two-day visit to Hanoi on Wednesday and Thursday, officials said. The US, which upgraded relations with Hanoi last year and is Vietnam’s top trading partner, reacted harshly. “No country should give Putin a platform to promote his war of aggression and otherwise allow him to normalise his atrocities,” the US embassy in Hanoi said. Vietnam’s foreign ministry did not comment.
REUTERS
Putin to visit N Korea for first time in 24 years
Russian Prez Putin will visit North Korea on Tuesday and Wednesday for the first time in 24 years, underscoring Moscow’s burgeoning partnership with the nuclear-armed state since the invasion of Ukraine. Kim Jongun extended an invitation to Putin during a visit to Russia last Sept. Putin last visited Pyongyang in 2000. Russia and North Korea may sign a partnership deal that would include security issues, Putin’s foreign policy adviser said, adding that it would not be directed against any other country.
Washington says North Korea has supplied weapons to Russia to help it fight in Ukraine. This week’s trip highlights North Korea’s growing strategic importance for Putin, especially its ability to supply badly needed conventional weapons for Ukraine war. REUTERS
Bibi dissolves war cabinet after 2 key members quit
The two members, Benny Gantz and Gadi Eisenkot, both former military chiefs, had been seen as voices of moderation in the 5-member body. The PM’s move may also defuse calls from his far-right coalition partners who hoped to fill the places of Gantz and Eisenkot
PM Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel has dissolved his war cabinet, an Israeli official said Monday, a move that had been widely expected after the departures of two key members prompted demands from far-right politicians for representation in the influential group that made key decisions about the conflict in the Gaza Strip.
The two members, Benny Gantz and Gadi Eisenkot, quit Netanyahu’s small war Cabinet last week amid disagreements over the direction of the war. The men, both former military chiefs, had been seen as voices of moderation in the fi- ve-member body, which was formed in Octafter the Hamasled assault on Israel.
The Israeli official suggested that Netanyahu’s decision to disband the body — which was communicated to mini- sters at a wider cabinet meeting Sunday — was largely symbolic given that Gantz and Eisenkot had already resigned. Since their departures, discussions about the war have been driven by Netanyahu in conjunction with his defence minister, Yoav Gallant, and close advisers, said the official, who spoke on condition of anonymity.
Dissolving the war cabinet formalises that process. It may also defuse calls from Netanyahu’s far-right coalition partners who might have hoped to fill the places of Gantz and Eisenkot.
According to Eisenkot, the influence of one of those far right leaders, Itamar Ben-Gvir, the minister of national security, had long loomed over the discussions in the war cabinet. After Gantz resigned, Ben-Gvir immediately demanded to join the group, writing on the social platform X that it was “about time to take brave decisions, achieve true deterrence, and bring true safety to the residents of the south, north, and all of Israel”. Israeli news outlets reported Monday that Netanyahu’s move to disband the war cabinet was a direct response to that demand. For now, big decisions about the war in Gaza will still be put to a separate and broader security cabinet. That group includes Ben-Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich, the finance minister. Both have argued strongly that Israel’s military offensive in Gaza must continue until Hamas is destroyed.
Did Greece coast guard throw migrants into sea? Govt denies new report
NOWHERE TO GO
Athens: Greece on Monday denied a new report that accused its coast guard of brutally preventing migrants from reaching Greek shores, which also alleged that the practice had resulted in dozens of deaths.
ABBC report said it had been ascertained that 43 migrants drowned — including nine who were thrown into the water — in 15 incidents off Greece’s eastern Aegean Sea islands in 2020-2023. It cited interviews with eyewitnesses, following reports from media, charities and the Turkish coast guard. Greek govt spokesman Pavlos Marinakis insisted that there was no evidence to support the allegations. “Our understanding is that what is reported is not proved,” he said when asked about the claims.
Migrant charities and human rights groups have repeatedly accused Greece’s coast guard and police of illegally preventing arriving migrants from seeking asylum by sur- reptitiously returning them to Turkish waters. Greece has angrily denied that.
The new BBC report included a claim by a Cameroonian man that he and two other migrants were picked up by masked men, including policemen, just after landing on the island of Samos. The man claimed all three were put in a coast guard boat and thrown into the sea, and that the other two men drowned as a result. The report also quoted a Syrian man who said he was part of a group picked up at sea by the Greek coast guard off Rhodes. He said the survivors were put in life rafts and left adrift in Turkish waters, where several died.
AP
11 migrants dead, 64 missing in two shipwrecks off Italy
Rome: Eleven migrants died and 64 were missing on Monday after two shipwrecks off southern Italy, according to a German charity, the Italian coast guard and UN agencies. The German aid group RESQSHIP, which operates the Nadir rescue ship, said it picked up 51 people from a sinking wooden boat, including two who were unconscious, and found 10 bodies trapped in the lower deck of the vessel. The UNHCR, the International Organization for Migration and Unicef said in a joint statement that the migrants intercepted by the German charity came from Syria, Egypt, Pakistan and Bangladesh. The second shipwreck took place about 200 km east of the Italian region of Calabria, as a boat that had set off from Turkiye eight days earlier caught fire and overturned, the UN agencies said. They said 64 people were missing at sea, while 11 were rescued and taken ashore. The UN agencies said the migrants in the second shipwreck came from Iran, Syria and Iraq.
REUTERS
Hindujas spent more on pet dog than they paid a help: Swiss prosecutor
The billionaire Hinduja family spent more on their pet dog than they paid one of their servants, according to a Swiss prosecutor who urged jail terms of as long as five and a half years at a trial over alleged trafficking and exploitation of Indian staff at their Lake Geneva villa. Prosecutor Yves Bertossa launched a blistering attack on the family at the Swiss city’s criminal court on Monday, citing testimony from the staff and Hindujas, as well as evidence submitted during his investigation.
“They spent more for one dog than one of their servants,” he said. The woman, he said, was paid at one point as little as 7 Swiss francs ($7.84) for a working day that lasted as long as 18 hours, seven days a week. He pointed to a budget document headlined “Pets”, which he said demonstrated that the family spent 8,584 Swiss francs in a year on their family dog.
Staff contracts didn’t spe- cify working hours or days off, but rather that they be available as needed by their employers, Bertossa continued. Given their passports had been confiscated, they had no Swiss francs to spend as wages were paid in India and couldn’t leave the house without their employer’s permission, they had little to no freedom, he argued.
But lawyers for the family immediately hit back at Bertossa’s claims, citing the servants’ testimony that they were treated with respect and dignity. The salary can’t simply be reduced to what they were paid in cash,” given their board and lodgings were covered, said Yael Hayat, a lawyer for family scion Ajay Hinduja. Eighteen hour-working days is also an exaggeration, she said. During the trial, Ajay testified that he lacked a detailed knowledge of the staff’s working conditions as their recruitment was handled by the Hinduja Group in India.
BLOOMBERG
US surgeon gen calls for warning labels on social media platforms
Similar Intervention In 1965 Led To Label On Cigs, Initiating Decline In Smoking
The US surgeon general, Vivek Murthy, announced Monday that he would push for a warning label on social media platforms advising parents that using the platforms might damage adolescents’ mental health.
Warning labels — like those that appear on tobacco and alcohol products — are one of the most powerful tools available to the nation’s top health official, but Dr. Murthy cannot unilaterally require them; the action requires approval by Congress. No such legislation has yet been introduced in either chamber. A warning label would send a powerful message to parents “that social media has not been proved safe,” Dr. Murthy wrote in an essay published in NYT opinion section on Monday.
In his essay, he cast the effects of social media on children and teenagers as a public health risk on par with road fa- talities or contaminated food. “Why is it that we have failed to respond to the harms of social media when they are no less urgent or widespread than those posed by unsafe cars, planes or food?” he wrote. “These harms are not a failure of willpower and parenting; they are consequence of unleashing powerful technology without adequate safety measures, transparency or accountability.”
Murthy pointed to research that showed that teens who spent more than three hours a day on social media faced a significantly higher risk of mental health problems, and that 46% of adolescents said social media made them feel worse about their bodies.
US teens are spending an average of 4.8 hours per day on platforms like YouTube, TikTok and Instagram, according to a Gallup survey of over 1,500 adolescents released last fall.
Past warning labels have had significant effects on behaviour. In 1965, after a landmark report from the surgeon general, Congress voted to require all cigarette packages distributed in the US to carry a warning that using the product “may be hazardous to your health.” That was the beginning of a 50-year decline in smoking. When the warning labels appeared, around 42% of US adults were daily cigarette smokers; by 2021, that portion had dropped to 11.5%.
NYT
BALL IS IN CONGRESS’ COURT: Warning labels — like those that appear on tobacco and alcohol products — are one of the most powerful tools available to the nation’s top health official, but Dr Vivek Murthy cannot unilaterally mandate them; the action requires approval by Congress. No such legislation has yet been introduced in either chamber
Russia to begin closed-door spy trial of jailed US journo on June 26
Moscow: A court in Russia said on Monday that the espionage trial of the imprisoned American journalist Evan Gershkovich would start next week and that the proceedings would be held behind closed doors.
The first hearing, set for June 26, will come almost 15 months after Gershkovich, 32, was detained by security agents in the Russian city of Yekaterinburg. The Wall Street Journal journalist has spent more than a year in a high-security prison in Moscow and is likely to be transferred back to stand trial.
Gershkovich, who had worked in Russia as a journalist for various publications for more than five years before his arrest, has denied the charges. The US has designated Gershkovich as “wrongfully detained”.
He is the first American journalist to be detained on spy charges in Russia since Cold War over three decades ago.
NYT
AROUND THE WORLD
HEAT TAKES A TOLL ON TOURISTS IN GREECE: Tourist walk next a mist machine in Monastiraki district of Athens. An American has been found dead on the Greek island of Mathraki, the police said on Monday, the third tourist death in a week following a period of unusually hot weather. Temperatures soared above 40°C earlier this month. A Dutch tourist was found dead on the island of Samos Saturday and two hikers were found dead on Crete on June 5
NZ PM forced to fly commercial to Japan after air force plane breaks down
New Zealand’s PM was forced to take a commercial flight to Japan after his air force plane broke down while refuelling in Papua New Guinea, his office said Monday. PM Christopher Luxon switched late Sunday to a scheduled flight from Port Moresby to Tokyo via Hong Kong because of a technical issue with the New Zealand Defence Force Boeing 757 aircraft he had been flying on. A problem with a command module for a small flap on the wing meant the aircraft could not fly as high or as fast as normal, affecting its range, a defence spokesman said. In March, the New Zealand leader had to fly commercial to Australia for meetings after a problem with the landing gear grounded his defence force plane while still on the tarmac in Wellington.
Gate installed on a Mt Fuji trail to check overcrowding
A crowd-control gate was installed halfway up Japan’s Mount Fuji on Monday ahead of the July 1 start of this year’s climbing season, but the governor of Yamanashi, one of the two prefectures that are home to the mountain, said additional measures are needed to control overcrowding on its lower slopes. The gate was completed as part of a new set of rules that Yamanashi is introducing this year to address growing safety, environment and overcrowding problems on the mountain. The gate will be closed between 4pm and 3am to lock out those who have not booked an overnight stay at a hut along the Yoshida trail, mainly to stop “bullet climbing”, or rushing to the summit without adequate rest, considered a major safety risk. A maximum of 4,000 climbers will be allowed to enter the trail per day. Yamanashi governor Kotaro Nagasaki said the number of climbers on the trail this year is likely to surpass last year’s 137,236. “Overcrowding could lead to a major disaster, like people falling in a domino effect,” he said.
PIO woman killed, another injured after being shot at in US
New York: An Indian-origin woman was killed and another critically injured after they were shot in the US state of New Jersey, allegedly by a 19-year-old Indian-origin man, according to authorities.
The shooting occurred on June 12 in northeastern Middlesex County, the county prosecutor said in a press release. Responding to a shooting report, officers located two female victims who had sustained gunshot wounds and airlifted them to the hospital. Jasvir Kaur, 29, of Carteret, was pronounced dead at the hospital, while the other victim, a 20-year-old woman, was critical, it said. The other victim was Kaur’s cousin, according to CBS News.
Police arrested Gaurav Gill, 19, later in the day in connection with the shooting. He was on the run for hours and was cornered by law enforcement in a backyard about a half mile from where the shooting happened, the report said. Gill, a resident of Kent, was charged with “one count of first-degree murder, two counts of second-degree possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, one count of second-degree unlawful possession of a weapon, one count of fourth-degree possession of a high-capacity magazine and one count of first-degree attempted murder,” the press release said.
The motive for the shooting was not immediately known and it was unclear how or if the suspect knew the victims, it said. Police have said that the investigation is “active and continuing” and have urged people with information to call and reach out to authorities.
PTI
China: Philippine ship hit vessel; Manila denies
Beijing: China and the Philippines traded accusations over a maritime collision in the South China Sea on Monday, the latest in an increasingly testy series of confrontations over the disputed waters.China’s Coast Guard said a Philippine supply ship “deliberately and dangerously” approached a Chinese ship resulting in a slight collision after it “illegally intruded” into waters near Second Thomas Shoal, a charge that Manila rejected as “misleading”.
Manila declined to comment directly on the incident, but lashed out at Beijing after a Chinese coast guard statement said the Philippine transport and replenishment ship ignored China’s repeated solemn warnings. “We will not dignify the deceptive and misleading claims of the China Coast Guard,” said Xerxes Trinidad, chief of the Philippine armed forces’ public affairs office, adding they would not talk details of resupply missions.
REUTERS
Wild weather week for US: Extreme heat in east, storms in plains, snow in rockies
NYC TO HIT 37°C THIS WEEK: New York and the rest of the US Northeast are about to get seared by a record-breaking heat wave. Manhattan’s Central Park is set to reach 37°C by Friday, US National Weather Service said
Hot and cold extremes are expected this week in the United States. Officials warned residents from coast to coast to take precautions as a heat wave moved east, while heavy rains and flooding could drench the Gulf Coast states and snow threatens parts of the Rockies and Northwest.
Extreme heat spread across Arizona, New Mexico and parts of Texas, Colorado and Kansas as severe weather swept across many parts of the US Sunday. There was unseasonable cold in the Pacific Northwest, snow headed to the northern Rocky Mountains and heavy rainfall forecast from the northern Plains to the Upper Midwest. The National Weather Service estimated more than 63 million people were under heat advisories on Sunday, stretching from the Southwest northward up through Denver and into Chicago. Much of the Midwest and Northeast were under heat warnings or watches on Monday.
Temperatures in Phoenix, which hit 44.4°Con Saturday, eased slightly Sunday to 43.3°C. The heat has been especially dangerous in recent years in metro Phoenix, where 645 peo- ple died from heat-related causes in 2023, which was a record. The US last year saw the most heat waves, consisting of abnormally hot weather lasting more than two days, since 1936.
While much of the country swelters, late season snow was forecast for the northern Rockies Monday and Tuesday. Parts of Montana and north-central Idaho were under a winter storm warning, with as much as 6 inches of heavy, wet snow expected in the mountains around Missoula, Montana. As much as 20 inches was predicted for higher elevations aro- und Glacier National Park.
Meanwhile, a fresh batch of tropical moisture will bring an increasing threat of heavy rain and flash flooding to the central Gulf Coast late Sunday into Monday. Heavy rain is expected to start Monday morning, with the moisture shifting toward the Gulf Coast by Tuesday.
The intense flooding from heavy rains continued to dissipate in southern Florida, where some areas in and around Miami and Fort Lauderdale were left underwater in recent days as storms dumped up to 20 inches (50 centimeters).
AP
The Verdict Speaks
Politics is hotting up over speaker, dy speaker posts. BJP not wrong to want the former. Oppn should get the latter
The churn over speaker’s and deputy speaker’s posts is throwing up more froth than cream. Politicisation of these two constitutional offices is again worth a lament. The process started some time back. Every year, it turns a shade worse. BJP is likely to retain the post. NDA ally TDP had eyed it, which probably prompted INDIA’s stand that it would support Chandrababu Naidu’s candidate for speaker in the event of an election.
Verdict’s message | LS election’s sobering verdict returned BJP to office with significantly smaller numbers. With 240 seats, it is understandable that BJP wants to bag the speaker’s post, though to date it remains noncommittal. We’ll know soon if BJP’s choice will be a consensus candidate or if elections will be held.
Speaker’s role | From allowing questions and debate to disqualifying MPs, from deciding on defections to setting the agenda, the speaker and deputy speaker are Parliament’s conscience-keepers, tasked to run House business in an orderly manner. Essential attributes expected are impartiality, confidence they inspire in minority groups and Opposition, and freedom from party affiliations or bias. Given the hostile political atmosphere, such words sound outdated in the republic’s 75th year.
Legal fiction | One need only look to Maharashtra in 2023 to see how a speaker unfamiliar with constitutional law, and seen as a “party man”, can cause irrevocable damage to a House. But such is the post’s authority that Supreme Court restricted itself on deciding on defections of Sena and NCP MLAs, lest it interfere in speaker’s jurisdiction. But the speaker’s delayed and dramatic decisions made everyone a loser in Maharashtra assembly.
Record vacancy | The 17th Lok Sabha from 2019-2024 was the first one ever without a deputy speaker throughout its duration – though Article 93 of the Constitution requires that LS elect a speaker and deputy speaker ‘as soon as may be’. BJP allowed the vacancy, doing away with longstanding parliamentary convention of the post given to opposition parties. A CJI-led bench last Feb heard a PIL on the vacancy. Little came of it.
Be parliamentary | When the 18th LS meets for the first time later this month, govt must remember the mandate’s enormous message – the vote was for coalition, collaboration. The spirit of the people’s mandate and convention would be upheld were the post of deputy speaker to go to Opposition. That is how it should be.
Water’s The Problem
Summer rainfall is expected to make a delayed arrival in large parts. This is bad news for depleted reservoirs
IMD’s forecast of “above normal” rainfall this year had come as a relief. A good kharif season promised a let-up in food inflation and easing of monetary policy to spur growth. Bountiful rains would also mean an end to heatwaves, which have tormented millions this year.
Monsoon ebbs | Unfortunately, the southwest monsoon has lost some momentum in June. Experts say this is just a hiatus. But its late arrival in large parts of the country is going to delay the sowing of summer crop. It would also decrease the interval between kharif and rabi crops, which, among other things, leads to stubble burning in northwest India.
Of particular concern in this context is the low water levels in our reservoirs. According to Central Water Commission, total live storage in 150 reservoirs stood at just 22% of their live storage capacity last week. This was 79% of last year, which was 92% of the 10-year average. The situation was especially alarming in the south, where the figure was just 14% of total storage capacity.
Reservoirs vital for economy | Low reservoir levels will impact hydro power generation, which peaks in the season. Poor monsoons last year had taken a toll on hydro output, which touched a low last fiscal. It also raises fears of more drinking water crises, something that cities like Bengaluru and Delhi have faced this year. Further, unless reservoir levels go up, there would be less water for the rabi crop, which is critically dependent on irrigation.
If there’s a silver lining, it is that the return of La Nina this year is expected to boost rainfall later in the season. While this should ramp up reservoir levels, the issue is sure to surface again in coming years. It calls for long-term solutions.
Daddy’s visit
It begins on a high note, then sours, naturally
Bikram Vohra
Daddy is coming home from the Gulf after nearly 18 months. Everyone is excited and happy happy happy. Squeals of glee greet the arrival and the first three days are lashed with laughter and love as relatives and friends cascade into the house. It is gift time and fun is the operative sentiment. Then everyone starts getting back to their own lives and garlands begin to die. Mum goes off to work, kids have exhausted their quota of affection and attention and returned to their routine and their friends.
Dad is now alone and the day stretches gloriously into doing nothing. Glory element shrinks like cheap clothes after a week and loneliness kicks in. It suddenly hits him how redundant he is to everyone, like a stepney when there is no puncture. Resentment begins to bubble like percolating coffee. Here I am working my butt off in a foreign land, taking nonsense from half-a-dozen bosses so all of you can have a good life. And no one cares. So Daddy in his wisdom and nursing a wounded dove of an ego begins to assert himself. After all, he is the man of the house and the lion must roar, not purr like a pussycat.
Tells wife: I am doing the bank work from today. She says, but I have a good relationship with the manager, why rock things. He doesn’t listen and makes a complete breakfast of the visit by flinging his weight around like he was airport staff flinging baggage. The work does not get done and wife must repair the damage.
At home the kids become targets. Daughter’s dress sense, son’s sloppy attitude, their school grades, their friends, their drop in discipline and love for wastage all twist into a rope of criticism. The gap gets wider as Daddy needs to assert his man of the house status and all he does is sour the air. What’s going on here, is this the mess I am paying for, there is no respect here. Even old friends begin to shy away, he is just so prickly.
Long distance dad was so much better. Money, gifts, Zoom calls, expressions of endearment. This guy is a monster. We had made functional lives without his presence, now he just rocks up and expects us to be on parade. The crippled equations stumble on till finally it is flight day and relief mixes with regret and love limps back like a wounded soccer player. And because that’s how it goes the first Zoom call is drenched in emotion because Daddy is still Daddy...and they love him so.
I Wonder Why No One Talks Anymore
THE SPEAKING TREE
Narayani Ganesh
When we stop using our legs and arms for physical work or exercise, we’re told, they could get atrophied. If our limbs could shrink due to lack of use, how about vocal cords and tongue, I wonder. Because we are talking less and less with one another. Well, we do, in a manner of sorts, over text messages, emoticons, social media and emails. But verbal articulation is on the decline, because the other means of communication have gained greater prominence.
“We have social muscles just like we have physical muscles,” points out US surgeon general Vivek Murthy. “And those social muscles weaken when we don’t use them.” Less talking means less social interaction face-to-face; this, say medical experts, could impact brain function and lead to memory loss, for example. This is noticeable, especially among senior citizens, who are left alone for long, with spouse gone and the children living far away and with no fulfilling activity. Loneliness takes over their lives. At the other end of the spectrum are youth, who too, feel lonely and maybe even depressed, due to their overactive engagement with e-devices that leaves them with little or no time to experience real world interactions. There is no touch-and-feel, no external stimuli.
Not conversing in person could also mean there is less opportunity for reading facial expressions, voice modulation and intonation, and these reflect the emotional and/or intellectual space from which that person is talking to you. These add value to comprehension and understanding, far more than mere texts and emoticons.
Places of worship like temples and churches, mosques and synagogues were also where people, post prayer or rituals, would meet, greet and chat. So too, at community celebrations and functions related to weddings, births and deaths. With the worldwide decline in the number of people regularly going to places of worship, that opportunity for real-time conversations has reduced as well. Long periods of lockdowns during the recent Covid-19 pandemic isolated many of us from social interactions at places of work, schools, colleges, the marketplace, restaurants and so on. Online education, purchases, communication and work-from-home became a necessity, but it also meant more isolation and loneliness in real-time.
I recently visited my father’s alma mater, Madras Christian College in Chennai. The principal, Prof Wilson, gave us a guided tour of their new facility, the MCC-MRF Innovation Park, where research students’ cubicles in classrooms were open-ended. “Oh that,” explained Prof Wilson, observing my puzzled expression. “All our lives, we’ve told students not to talk, and to just listen to the teacher. Here, the idea is to have them talk lots to each other as they work on their computers, so that ideas are exchanged and even newer ideas germinate in a synergetic way.”
For those on the spiritual path, satsangs are a good way to interact with like-minded people. Realised sages say that there is no loneliness if you are connected to the Divine, and you live a life of selfless service, staying active in the community, extending a helping hand, with enough room for self-exploration. That is, you don’t have to look for companionship in a person once you make the connection with higher consciousness.
ganeshnarayani@yahoo.com
‘Religion, caste and reservations are issues where people don’t spare those who disturb the balance’
Q&A
Maharashtra Congress president Nana Patole steered Congress to its position as the state’s single-largest party, having won 13 of the 17 LS seats it contested as part of MVA. Having defeated the BJP-Shinde Sena-Ajit Pawar NCP combine, Patole tells Subodh Ghildiyal that BJP failed in “money politics” and that it instigated caste groups for political gain but instead faced people’s anger. Edited excerpts.
● Were you expecting the big Maharashtra vote?
Maharashtra results were good because of Rahul Gandhi. Had he not taken out the two Bharat Jodo Yatras and not liberated people from BJP’s carefully crafted perception that ‘Modi is god’, and from fear of agencies, it would have been “400 paar” for sure. One man went out and mobilised people. Of course, allies contributed to this effort, but Rahul’s effort was pioneering and decisive. Even Advani said Rahul is this era’s ‘nayak’. In UP too, where Akhilesh Yadav got the mandate, Rahul played a big role. I’m not praising him because he’s a Congress boss, but because he shattered the illusion about Modi.
● What worked on the ground for Congress and MVA?
It’s no miracle. It’s a normal, popular response to the way BJP arrogantly broke political parties and didn’t even spare farmers and youth. Maharashtra has a different culture, the Shahu-Phule-Ambedkar ideology that Congress espouses. Here, nobody can be scared into submission. It’s different from Madhya Pradesh or any other place. So, our vote, the secular vote, consolidated.
Even where we were losing, we were just about 4% behind BJP. In contrast, BJP’s OBC votes shifted to us because of our leadership. They wanted to indulge in politics of money power but failed. We did well in Vidarbha and Marathwada. We failed in a couple of seats in north Maharashtra because of seat-sharing. I had asked for seats to be given on merit, but Shiv Sena and NCP thought differently.
So, we lost there. Else, even in the north, we’d have decimated BJP. We lost there because of our own mistakes.
● Did the agitations over reservations hurt BJP in the state?
BJP’s caught in a web of its own making. Religion, caste and reservations are issues where people don’t spare those who disturb the balance. BJP told communities seeking quotas – Marathas, Dhangars etc – that “vote for us in the state and at Centre, and we’ll put you in the categories you want”. So, BJP was rightly asked why it hadn’t fulfilled its promise. Who’ll trust them now? Our stand is clear – carry out a caste census, remove the 50% ceiling on quotas, but BJP is against it.
● Can BJP surprise on policy or political front ahead of assembly polls?
BJP has nothing left to offer. At best, they’ll announce a package. That is Modi’s style – `50,000cr, `1L cr. But there’s not much time left. You can’t give much to farmers, and that’s not their intent either. They can’t bring down inflation or provide jobs in a day. They’ll do some social engineering in ticket distribution, but it’ll have no impact. I have all the formulas to counter that. See how I flipped them in Vidarbha, where even Gadkari barely escaped defeat. MVA will win assembly polls with ease.
They may try to disturb MVA, but I can’t predict how or what they’ll do. BJP cannot digest this defeat easily. So, there must be something up their sleeve. If the three MVA parties stay united, BJP knows it’ll be defeated. Let’s see what ideas come to their mind. We are sure MVA will stay intact. Congress isn’t worried. Maharashtra is known for Shivaji. When Aurangzeb came to rule here, they called Shivaji a “chuha”. He had no army, was the son of a sardar. But Shivaji tackled them all. The face of Maharashtra is Shahu-Phule-Ambedkar, and that is the face of Congress.
● Did defection of seniors throw you off?
A family that’s peaceful is stable and strong. If there’s disturbance, it’s weak. The disturbing elements left the party, we’re fine now. Rahul Gandhi also said, “don’t try to persuade them to stay.” He never spoke to any of them, and people taught them a lesson. People stood by the party. It was said Congress had no face in Maharashtra.
I wasn’t born with a silver spoon in my mouth, but am connected to the people. We won Nanded, despite Ashok Chavan joining BJP. We won three seats in Marathwada, one in Mumbai. In Bhandara-Gondiya, Praful Patel led the campaign with a team of 25. I was alone. Our candidate was an ordinary doctor. He won. Did the defections hurt us?
● How will OBC-Maratha conflicts impact assembly polls?
Maratha leadership has shifted to BJP over the last decade. But look at Manoj Jarange. He was a taluk youth Congress president years ago and went on to fight a social battle. It was BJP’s strategy to pit OBCs against Marathas – it lost both.
● Do state party seniors respect you as Congress chief?
Maharashtra’s politicians are born with ‘golden’ spoons in their mouths. Some have no political ground. And they keep slipping. Tell me, did I slip or rise? It’s good if I’m underestimated.
Why Modi Must Try & Make Peace
In his third term, he should take a proactive approach to peacemaking, like Norway & Switzerland. This will help India better manage its external environment
MEA & think tank community need to create teams that can learn from global experiences & craft conflict resolution strategies
Ajay Bisaria
After a bruising election campaign, Modi’s tryst in Italy with G7 bigwigs was not just an opportunity to hand out the new calling card of Modi 3.0. It was also an occasion to discuss global conflicts that are upending the world order. However, Modi wisely gave a miss to the Swiss-Ukrainian Peace Summit that followed soon after. Although India did send a secretary-level delegation to the summit, it did not sign the joint communique. Expectedly, the summit’s efforts did not go too far with Russia not at the table. But it would be good for India to study these peace moves carefully.
A challenging world | India has deftly navigated a 21st century world where power dynamics have shifted from bipolarity to unipolarity to the current multipolarity of sorts, where India also aspires to be a pole. But the current decade has frontloaded the shocks: a global pandemic; an economic meltdown; wars in Ukraine and Gaza; and the looming threat of another conflict theatre around Taiwan.
To realise its vision of a developed economy by 2047, India must not just adapt to but also mitigate the rising geopolitical risks these contests pose to the global economy. India’s robust growth trajectory – over 8% in 2023-24 and an expected 7% in 2024-25 – could be derailed by eruptions of war. Hence, India would need a foreign policy adept at de-risking the global environment and minimising impacts of global conflicts. This would involve a proactive strategy to deal with external shocks.
Pressure points | Two major powers – China and Russia – and a middle power, Iran, are challenging the crumbling US-led global order. These geopolitical tussles also pose significant risks to India’s ascent. China is asserting itself against US in Asia and beyond, while Russia is pushing back against Nato’s expansion, and reasserting Cold War-era influence. Iran is challenging US interests both directly and through proxies, as it confronts Israel.
These contests manifest in various ways: in Europe, where Russia and Ukraine escalate the battle but demand peace, each on their own terms; in West Asia where the loss of civilian lives is propelling all parties to press Israel and Hamas to the negotiating table, but with little more than token acceptance of the UN-endorsed Biden peace plan for the ‘day after’; and in the Indo-Pacific, with China’s unending sabre-rattling against Taiwan.
Himalayan danger | For India, the most immediate concern is the strategic challenge at its doorstep: a dragon-sized threat from across the high Himalayas, as our troops stand eyeball to eyeball with Chinese soldiers. In this contest, India, as an affected party, can hardly position itself as a neutral peace negotiator. The belligerent rise of China presents a significant, if not existential, challenge to India. To counter this, India must employ its full diplomatic arsenal, forging partnerships and leveraging multilateral frameworks like the Quad to curb Chinese assertiveness. Chinese behaviour gives India additional reason to engage Beijing’s primary strategic competitor US, as also its biggest ally Russia.
While India is somewhat removed from other theatres of conflict, it’s still affected through economic pathways: energy supplies, global supply chains, and investment corridors. India might need to transcend its historically effective but cautious neutrality, to contribute more to peacemaking efforts, alongside like-minded nations.
Broken UN system | UNSC has traditionally borne the responsibility for global peacemaking. But its credibility has waned, given active involvement in current global contests of the P5. Their veto stymies resolutions that directly censure China, Russia, or even Israel. India has sent peacekeepers under the UN flag, but these efforts kick in once a conflict is stabilised, when negotiated peace is to be maintained. Effective peacemaking will thus require the involvement of other stakeholders with vested interests in global stability. India must step beyond its passive readiness to play a constructive role and adopt a more proactive stance.
It must not remain boxed in a tough South Asian neighbourhood where peace is a scarce commodity. Bringing peace – to the neighbourhood and the wider world – would require building internal capacity and embracing the inescapable challenges of complex geopolitical mediation or even the risk of failure.
Time for Indian peace teams | Today, very few global statesmen other than Modi enjoy enough heft and credibility to speak in the same morning with heads of Israel and Palestine, Ukraine and Russia, US and France. But the country has limited experience and capacity in peacebuilding. Ministry of external affairs and the think tank community need to create capacity with peacemaking teams involving diplomats, civil society experts, and activists dedicated to studying conflict, who can learn from global peacemaking experiences and craft conflict resolution strategies.
Norway, for example, has a small but effective peace unit with about a dozen people that boasts a track record that made Oslo synonymous with peace. India can collaborate with like-minded middle powers (like South Africa, Brazil, Indonesia) and traditional Western peacemakers (Switzerland, Norway, US). It’s time for India to unleash some proactive peace diplomacy and take calculated risks for global peace.
The writer is a former diplomat
A thought for today
My poet’s heart gives me strength to face political problems, particularly those which have a bearing on my conscience
AB VAJPAYEE
Sacred space
The secret of life is not enjoyment but education through experience. But, alas, we are called off the moment we begin really to learn…Everywhere, it is better to have a whirlwind over the work. That clears the atmosphere…
Swami Vivekananda
In a 1st, ARCs gain more from loan rejig than selloff in FY24
Asset Rejig Cos Turn To ‘Value Addition’ Route For Recovery
Mayur.Shetty@timesgroup.com
Mumbai: For the first time ever, asset reconstruction companies saw the value of bad loan restructuring exceeding recovery through sale of non-performing assets in FY24. Traditionally, ARCs are seen as scrap dealers of the financial sector as they resort to salvaging value from banks’ bad loans by selling them to the highest bidder. However, ARCs are now stepping into a role largely performed by lenders.
In FY24, the amount of loan assets restructured by ARCs rose to Rs 7,948 crore from Rs 5,546 crore in the previous year — a 43% growth over the previous year — accounting for 25% of total resolutions. At the same time, ARCs obtained Rs 7,469 crore from asset sales, which decreased 13% year-on-year.
“There is a perception that ARCs are more into asset sales than restructuring. This year, for a change, the amount of restructuring exceeds the recovery through asset sale,” said Hari Hara Mishra, CEO, Association of Asset Reconstruction Companies.
“In terms of resolution strategy, value maximisation is attained in restructuring, and hence, the focus will be on this, wherever possible, in units which have revival potential,” he said.
Loan restructuring invol- ves modifying an existing loan’s terms — such as extending the term, reducing the interest rate, or changing the repayment schedule — to help borrowers manage their repayments, requiring both financial analysis skills and industry knowledge. Restructuring is one of the four ways bad banks recover from bad loans. The other three are sale, liquidation, and one-time settle- ment, which formed the largest component of loan resolution by ARCs in FY24.
According to the Association of Asset Reconstruction Companies, the book value of total assets acquired by ARCs rose 15% by Rs 1.2 lakh crore in FY24 to Rs 9.7 lakh crore. While the book value includes the total claims of the lenders, the realisable value is reflected in the value of security receipts — which are instruments used by ARCs to package and sell the bad loans they have acquired to investors to generate liquidity. The number of security receipts issued by ARCs rose 15% to Rs 2.8 lakh crore, Rs 1.5 lakh crore of which are currently outstanding. According to bankers, the new expected credit loss provisioning incentivises them to have squeaky clean asset quality. This is because they have to start making hefty provisions at the first sign of distress. This gives an opportunity for ARCs to step in as they provide more flexible repayment options that bankers cannot.
PSBs beat private banks in ‘efficiency’: SBI study
Here, efficiency has been measured by assessing how banks utilise resources to generate output at an optimal scale
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Mumbai: Public sector banks in India are more efficient than their private sector peers, according to a study by SBI — the country’s biggest state-owned lender. The study measures efficiency by assessing how well banks utilise resources to generate output at an optimal scale.
In the relative performance of individual banks over the full sample period from FY06-23, SBI leads among public sector banks with a score of nearly 98%, followed by Union Bank of India at 92.5%. In the private sector, HDFC Bank tops the list with a score of nearly 98%, followed by Axis Bank at 94.4%.
PSBs have generally been more efficient than private banks except during FY19-23, likely due to mergers and rationalisation of business, branches, and employees, the study showed. Despite numerous structural changes, PSBs have operated at an efficiency level of 82.8%, compared to 81.2% for all scheduled commercial banks, 79.6% for private banks and 78.2% for foreign banks.
Paytm gets ex-IAS as ind director
Mumbai: Neeraj Arora, non-executive independent director at One97 Communications, has resigned, citing other commitments and personal reasons. The company has appointed former IAS officer Rajeev Krishnamuralilal Agarwal in the position, effective immediately, for a five-year term.
TNN
SBI steps up climate risk tracking after RBI nudge
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Mumbai: SBI has started watching the weather more intently from the current financial year. The country’s largest lender is incorporating climate change risks into its lending framework and has set up a Climate Change Risk Management Committee to enhance governance and resilience to climate-related risks.
The climate change panel will provide strategic guidance and oversight to the bank to ensure that climate considerations are integrated into SBI’s risk management framework, Dinesh Khara, chairman of SBI, said in the bank’s sustainability report.
RBI has been nudging banks to ascertain the impact of climate change risks on their loan books. The central bank had earlier indicated that the loan book could be impacted by borrowers suffering losses due to weather events and taking a hit in their businesses as companies tighten their environment goals.
In a letter to stakeholders, Khara said that the bank achieved a significant milestone by setting up a dedicated ‘horizontal business unit’ for ESG and climate finance this year. The unit will enable the bank to achieve its net zero goal by 2055 and aims to facilitate a minimum of 7.5% of the bank’s domestic loan portfolio being ‘green’ by 2030.
“Climate risk, which has emerged as an important area of concern, has gathered considerable traction among regulators since last year… A robust risk management framework for addressing climate risk is under process,” said Khara. “The onset of El Nino Southern Oscillation in 2023 disrupted the spatial and temporal pattern of Indian monsoon with implications for agriculture and allied sectors. This warrants proactive identification and the mitigation of risk in the current financial year, particularly on the climate front where regulatory guidance may come into force in FY25,” he added.
Hybrid duty relief may hurt petrol, diesel cars: Hyundai
Pankaj.Doval@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: Hyundai has joined local car companies — Tata Motors and Mahindra — in raising objections to any duty relaxations for hybrid vehicles, saying such a measure has the potential to disturb sales of petrol and diesel vehicles.
The demand for lower duty on hybrids is being raised by top Japanese companies such as Maruti Suzuki, Toyota and Honda, which argue that the technology helps reduce emissions while boosting fuel efficiency.
In the documents filed with Sebi for its maiden IPO, Hyundai said, “… with the objective to address climate issues, govt of India proposes to reduce GST on hybrid passenger vehicles to 5% and 12% on flex engines, while the GST on diesel and petrol vehicles is proposed to remain at 28%... In the event such amendment becomes effective, it could have an adverse impact on the sales volumes of our diesel and petrol vehicles which could affect our margins, business, and results of operations.”
Tata Motors and Mahindra have already been opposing any special benefits for hybrids. The two companies have said only electrics should get the special 5% GST rate, emphasising that only “zero emission vehicles” should get benefits and not those that offer only “fuel efficiency improvement technologies”.
Stock hits new high in Korea on IPO plan
Plans for what may be one of India’s largest-ever IPOs boosted Hyundai Motor’s stock to a record high in South Korea. The company is selling a 17.5% stake in Hyundai Motor India, according to its draft red herring prospectus. Shares of Hyundai — which will collect all of the proceeds from the IPO of its local unit — rose 4% on Monday in Seoul. Hyundai is seeking to raise about $2.5 billion in the IPO, with a potential listing planned by the end of the year. Shares of Maruti’s parent Suzuki fell 3.6% in Tokyo, while Indian markets were closed. BLOOMBERG
Why freelance techies are in demand
Veena.Mani@timesgroup.com
Bengaluru: The gig workforce is emerging as one of the levers for enterprises to bridge the tech talent demand-supply gap. Gig workers get paid from $5 per hour for basic work, while midlevel prompt engineers, prompt engineering specialists, and senior AI engineers can make from $15 to $400 per hour, respectively, depending on the complexity of the programmes.
Covid has transformed the talent landscape, and enabled firms to tap into the gig talent pool. Hiring gig workers provides access to a larger talent base, while saving on additional recruiting costs. Anshuman Chaubey, a freelance techie with five ye- ars of experience, exemplifies this trend. He began taking up gig roles after completing internship at an MNC and now has a team of four developers assisting him with the increased workload.
Job portal foundit.com reports that IT-related gig work makes up 30% of the job market, up from 12% at the end of March. Software development, data analytics and UI/UI design are the most sought-after skills in the gig space.
According to a Nasscom Aon report, India’s tech gig workforce is projected to reach 23.5 million by 2030 — up from 7 million in 2021. This means gig workers will constitute 4.1% of the total workforce in India by fiscal 2030, compared to 1.5% in FY22.
Manpower Group, an HR solutions firm, has observed a 10% increase in demand for IT gig work compared to the previous year. Sanju Ballurkar, president of Experis, a subsidiary of Manpower Group specialising in tech staffing, said, “Gig is becoming accepted from a customer’s perspective as it is a mo- re efficient way for non-tech companies to get tech work done without investing in a full-fledged IT team.”
Pharma companies, oil and gas firms, and tech firms are the primary users of gig workers for accelerating their tech road maps. Troogue.ai, a gig working platform, said 85% of the projects on their platform are outsourced by GCCs seeking gig workers or contractors. As companies aim to reduce costs, more opportunities for gig work are expected to emerge.
Gig work is primarily available for those with specialised skills in cloud, data, and cybersecurity, where firms require expertise to work on hybrid cloud strategies bound by data governance and compliance frameworks.
Paris loses crown as Europe’s biggest stock mkt to London
France’s political upheaval has led Paris to lose its spot as Europe’s biggest equity market to London, less than two years after winning that title from the UK. President Emmanuel Macron’s shock announcement of a snap election sparked a rout that wiped off about $258 billion from the market capitalisation of French firms last week. Shares of banks Societe Generale, BNP Paribas and Credit Agricole — all big holders of govt debt — lost more than 10% each.
French stocks are now collectively worth about $3.1 trillion, narrowly losing out to the UK at $3.2 trillion. The CAC 40 Index has erased all its gains for 2024 — a sharp reversal from scaling record highs a month ago. The FTSE 100 Index has hit alltime highs this year, fuelled by export-reliant stocks such as Shell and Unilever.
It has outperformed the Euro Stoxx 50 index by far in three months, with aerospace & defence giant Rolls-Royce among the top gainers. The UK now ranks as the sixth biggest stock market. BLOOMBERG
New EU rules seen to restrict exports of textiles, footwear
There are certain
products that must
comply with minimum
requirements related to
energy efficiency. These are
called ecodesign
requirements and the aim is
to reduce negative
environmental impact
throughout product’s
lifecycle…. —
EUROPEAN UNION There are certain products that must comply with minimum requirements related to energy efficiency. These are called ecodesign requirements and the aim is to reduce negative environmental impact throughout product’s lifecycle…. —EUROPEAN UNION
Sidhartha@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: The European Union’s new ecodesign regulation, setting stringent sustainability requirements for all products in the bloc, is expected to hit Indian exporters, particularly smaller businesses, as it bans the destruction of unsold textiles and footwear, which could limit orders.
The guidelines issued a few weeks ago has mandated product durability, reusability and energy efficiency, and is in line with a series of steps, including carbon border adjustment mechanism and the deforestation regulations that have been put in place. CBAM is seen as a unilateral move that may be challenged at the WTO. The ecodesign regulations are to kick in 24 months after its publication in the official journal.
The European Commission can introduce similar bans for other products in the future, an official statement said. “There are certain products that must comply with minimum requirements related to energy efficiency. These are called ecodesign requirements and the aim is to reduce the negative environmental impact throughout the product's lifecycle,” EU explained on its website.
“While industry is adjusting to the new ESG (environmental, social and governance) norms, these kinds of changes that come up suddenly particularly affect small players,” said Mithleshwar Thakur, secretary general at Apparel Export Promotion Council. Thakur, who heads the secretariat at the industry body, suggested that govt should take it up as part of the bilateral talks with EU.
Another industry player described it as a non-tariff barrier and said govt should flag the concern even during the free trade negotiations as these norms would negate the impact of any tariff cut that is being sought. The adoption of the regulations by the European Council has temporary exclusions for SMEs, but they are not seen to be sufficient.
“This new regulation replaces the existing ecodesign directive and broadens its scope to encompass all goods placed in the EU market, beyond just energy products. To encourage the public purchase of green products, ecodesign criteria will be applied in public procurement. It will also align with the Digital Services Act for products sold online,” the EU statement said.
The regulation applies to a wide array of products, with exceptions, like cars and defence-related items. It introduces new requirements including product durability, reusability, upgradability, reparability and energy & resource efficiency, it added. There are norms regarding substances that restrict circularity, recycled content, remanufacturing, recycling, and environmental footprints.
MISS ADVENTURES OF BELGIUM
World No. 48 Slovakia Make Most Of Wayward Lukaku, Disallowed Goals To Upset World No. 3 Team
GOAL, INTERRUPTED! Romelu Lukaku and mates celebrate prematurely before the goal is disallowed
Frankfurt: Two Romelu Lukaku goals were ruled out by video review and Belgium fell to a stunning 1-0 loss to Slovakia in wild Group D at the European Championship on Monday.
Francesco Calzona’s side are 45 spots below third-placed Belgium in FIFA’s world rankings.
But they made a mockery of the supposed quality gap between the teams with a courageous performance in Frankfurt. Calzona, who also served as Napoli’s interim boss in the second half of last season, had admitted he would be “delighted” with a draw. The Italian got more than he could have dreamed of as Schranz left Belgium reeling after ending his ninegame international goal drought.
Romelu Lukaku missed a host of chances for Belgium and had a late equaliser controversially disallowed by VAR. Slovakia’s unexpected victory blew Group E wide open, just hours after Romania beat Ukraine 3-0 in Monday’s other match in that pool.
It was a bitter loss for Belgium. Belgium’s golden generation has lost much of its lustre since they crashed out of the 2022 World Cup in the group stage. Dominic Tedesco was appointed to replace Roberto Martinez in February 2023 and led Belgium on a 14-match unbeaten run heading into the Euros.
Playing in a Belgian record 11th game at major tournaments, Lukaku should have bagged his 86th goal for his country in the second minute.
Jeremy Doku turned adroitly on the halfway line and accelerated menacingly into the Slovakia penalty area, where his cross was poked toward Lukaku by De Bruyne. Lukaku looked certain to score but his closerange effort was straight at Slovakia keeper Martin Dubravka. AFP
Broke into the field at opening ceremony, reveals YouTuber
De Bruyne evades a pitch invader
Frankfurt: A German YouTuber says he made it onto the field during the opening ceremony while disguised in a mascot costume, in an incident which revealed flaws in tournament security.
Marvin Wildhage published a video appearing to show how he entered the Munich stadium in a fake costume and danced on the corner of the field before being led away.
UEFA said, “We can confirm that there was an incident with a fake mascot costume at the match in Munich ... between Germany and Scotland. Three people have gained unauthorized access. Three individuals have been banned from stadiums.”
UEFA said it had opened disciplinary proceedings against the Football Association of Serbia (FSS) over its fans alleged inappropriate behaviour after the match against England. AGENCIES
Czechs call in Schick as Ronaldo waits
PREVIEWS
Leipzig: The joint top scorers at the last European Championship will face each other as Cristiano Ronaldo’s Portugal play Patrik Schick’s Czech Republic in their Euro 2024 Group F opener on Tuesday.
Ronaldo and Schick both scored five at the Covid-delayed Euro 2020 and are likely to shoulder the goalscoring burden for their sides this time around.
The tournament could be Ronaldo’s international swansong, although the 39-year-old appears as hungry for goals and adulation as ever as he prepares to kick off his sixth Euros.
While he may have moved away from Europe’s elite to play in Saudi Arabia, the goal-getting instincts of the leading scorer in men’s international football seem as razor sharp as ever.
Having finished second-top scorer in qualifying with 10 goals and smashed 35 in 31 league games for Al-Nassr last season, the seemingly ageless Ronaldo warmed up for the tournament with a brace in their final friendly against Ireland.
While Ronaldo lifted the trophy in 2016, he may still be harbouring a sense of unfinished business on the international stage. Having sat out most of that final eight years ago through injury, he has failed to propel Portugal to further glory at two subsequent World Cups or at Euro 2020, when they were knocked out in the last 16. This has been one of Portugal’s most gilded generations but with Ronaldo and 41-year-old defender Pepe in the twilight of their careers, Euro 2024 has the feel of a last hurrah. They won all of their 10 games in the qualifiers, scoring 36 and conceding twice.
TURKEY AIM TO BOUNCE BACK FROM EURO FLOP AGAINST DEBUTANTS GEORGIA
Dortmund: Turkey begin their Euro 2024 campaign against newcomers Georgia on Tuesday knowing a winning start in one of the tournament’s weaker groups would give them a great chance of making the knockout stages after disappointing last time around.
In Euro 2020, Turkey crashed out having lost all three groupstage games but they impressed in the qualifying. Turkey’s ambitions rest on captain and midfielder Hakan Calhanoglu, a key part of Inter Milan’s Serie A-winning side.
Hopes are also high for attacking midfielder Arda Guler after the 19-year-old came back from injury to score five goals in five games at the end of Real Madrid’s victorious La Liga campaign. Georgia, meanwhile, are playing in their first ever major tournament. Their slim prospects of qualifying for the last 16 will rest largely on the shoulders of talisman Khvicha Kvaratskhelia. “It was the greatest dream of every Georgian to become a part of such an important tournament, and it was the happiest day for all of us when we achieved it,” Kvaratskhelia said. AGENCIES
ASSISTANT RONALDO
Ronaldo is on the verge of breaking the record for the most assists in Euros history. He’s currently just one assist behind former Manchester United winger Karel Poborsky, who has eight assists to his name.
Poborsky accumulated these assists for the Czech Republic across three tournaments three in 1996, one in 2000 and four in 2004.
Jude takes an old team and makes it better
Bellingham Hitting All The Right Notes This Season As Goal Against Serbia Gives Eng A Winning Start
NOT ALL TALK: Kieran Trippier (right) joins Jude Bellingham as he celebrates his goal against Serbia
Gelsenkirchen: Jude Bellingham is the star of Kim Kardashian’s male underwear range, England icon David Beckham mimics his trademark goal celebration, and a Beatles classic has become his anthem as adoring fans serenade him with “Hey Jude” when he’s on the field.
Bellingham, it seems, can do no wrong.
No surprise then that he was the player to get England off to a winning start with a first-half goal to beat Serbia 1-0 in Gelsenkirchen on Sunday.
“Every game I feel like I can make an impact, I feel like I can decide games,” the Real Madrid star said. “I really enjoy playing football so when I go out there, I play with a fearlessness because I love doing it so much. It is a release for me.”
Wearing the No. 10 jersey once adorned by Wayne Rooney, the midfielder stooped to head in Bukayo Saka’s cross in the 13th minute. Bellingham raced away, arms outstretched in a pose that Madrid fans have grown to love and Beckham has replicated on social media in tribute to a player who doesn’t turn 21 until later this month.
And he’s got no problem with the song supporters have attached to him. “I listen to the Beatles a lot. My style of music is a bit old so that is right up my street,” he said.
The 20-year-old was named Player of the Match after setting the tempo for much of England’s attacking play and was cheered to the rafters by their fans at the cavernous Arena AufSchalke.
“I really enjoy playing in front of the England fans. It’s a different experience for me because obviously I play abroad. So when I can hear an English crowd for the first time every few months, I really enjoy it.
“They give me a lot of appreciation, a lot of love. And I try to give that back with my performances and my energy on the pitch.”
“I felt really confident coming into the game. I couldn’t wait to play such an amazing tournament alongside such amazing group of players. So I think you could see that I was enjoying my football and wanted to make an impact,” Bellingham said.
“We wanted to get the ball away from them because I think we wanted to build an energy for the fans to get behind the team. And when you’re aggressive, it helps in that, trying to be aggressive without the ball as well.
“Yeah, I took a few kicks, but I think it’s something I’ve kind of gotten used to over the last couple of years. And it’s about trying to react to the right way and not lose my head. I think I handled that well tonight.”
Bellingham has already done his talking on the field after a spectacular debut season at Madrid where he scored 23 goals, won the Spanish title and the Champions League.
He is also making a splash off it.
Like Beckham, his appeal goes far beyond soccer. Presumably that was what Kardashian knew after Bellingham was chosen to front the menswear range of her SKIMS underwear. He’s also the star of a campaign for sportswear giant Adidas, which features Beckham, who is just another of Bellingham’s many fans.
So much, so soon for someone so young could be seen as a cause for concern.
But Bellingham is not your av- erage player.
“He writes his own script,” England manager Gareth Southgate said.
Having already played at the last Euros and the World Cup in 2022, Bellingham is the first European player to appear at three major inter- national tournaments before the age of 21, according to statistician, Opta.
His goal was certainly the story of this game -sending England to the top of Group C after Denmark drew 1-1 with Slovenia. Christian Eriksen scored for the Danes -three years after suffering a cardiac arrest on the field at the last Euros.
England plays Denmark in Frankfurt on Thursday.
England was a beaten finalist at the last Euros, losing on penalties to Italy in the final three years ago. It is one of the favourites to go one better this time around.
But off-field issues overshadowed the buildup to the game against Serbia, which had been deemed high risk due to concerns about violence between rival supporters. Some of those fears were realized when police rushed to separate brawling fans in Gelsenkirchen earlier in the day.
Social media footage showed men throwing chairs at each other outside a restaurant festooned with Serbian flags in the city.
Inside the stadium there were boos during the anthems.
Soon, England fans were celebrating once the game got underway after Bellingham’s decisive moment.
‘WOLF PACK CELEBRATION FOR BACKROOM STAFF’
Gelsenkirchen: Jude Bellingham said his “wolf” celebration with Trent Alexander-Arnold after scoring the goal was a nod to the backroom staff.
The 20-year-old celebrated bowing on one knee alongside Liverpool’s Alexander-Arnold as they both covered their faces with one hand.
“The celebration was from a game we play called ‘Wolf’ and one of the staff always holds his face like that when he doesn’t know what’s going on,” said Bellingham.
“So it was more a celebration for the backroom staff who put in so much work every day and they won’t receive any awards like this (man-of-the-match trophy).”
The game in question is a murder mystery and sees one player selected as the ‘wolf’, while everybody has their eyes closed, with the others then having to work out who was picked. AFP
WAR & PIECES
POIGNANT: Draped in the Ukrainian flag, a girl stands by destroyed seating from war-torn Kharkiv’s Sonyachny stadium which was put up as art installation in Munich on Monday, as Ukraine prepared to play their opening game against Romania
Sharp Romania sink error-prone Ukraine
SLIDER-MAN: Razvan Marin celebrates scoring Romania’s second goal against Ukraine
Munich: Romania recorded only their second ever victory at the European Championship — and their first in 24 years — with a 3-0 win over Ukraine on Monday to give coach Edward Iordanescu a late birthday present.
Nicolae Stanciu put Romania ahead with a long-range strike in the first half before two quickfire goals from Razvan Marin and Denis Mihai Dragus early in the second half.
It was Romania’s first win at a major tournament since a surprise 3-2 triumph over England at Euro 2000 and the players danced joyously in front of their yellow-clad fans after the final whistle.
Iordanescu, who was the first coach to lead a Romania team at a European Championship since his father Anghel in 2016, turned 46 years old on Sunday.
Stanciu also hit the bar as Romania thoroughly beat Ukraine, which is playing at Euro 2024 amid the backdrop of war at home and hoping to give its citizens some joy even as Russian missiles keep raining down on the country.
The Ukraninian soccer federation unveiled an installation in Munich of a stadium stand destroyed by Russian troops in May 2022 to highlight the ongoing conflict ahead of the match.
It was Romania’s first appearance in a major tournament for eight years and several of the players were in tears as the national anthem rang out.
IT’S REAL FOR MBAPPE, SO IT’S A NO FOR PARIS OLY
Kylian Mbappe confirmed on Sunday he will not play for France’s Olympic team at the Paris Games as his new club Real Madrid are against the idea.
The 25-year-old said in March that he was keen on playing at his home Games but since the Olympic soccer tournament is not on FIFA’s calendar clubs are not obliged to release their players. Mbappe was not named in a 25-man preliminary squad for the Olympics, though coach Thierry Henry left the door open.
“My club’s position was very clear, so from that moment on, I knew I won’t be taking part in the Games,” Mbappe said.
“That’s just the way it is, and I understand that too. I’m joining a new team in September, so it’s not the best way to start an adventure,” he said. “I’m going to wish this French team all the best. I’m going to watch every game. I hope they’ll win the gold medal.” The men’s Olympic football competition begins on July 24, 10 days after the Euro final, and ends on Aug. 9. REUTERS
TIMES IN THE CARIBBEAN
KOHLI LOOKS FOR NET GAINS
Star Batter Sweats It Out Against Bumrah & Co. At The Kensington Oval Practice Arena After Meagre Returns In The US Leg Of The Tournament
ON THE BALL: Virat Kohli and the Indian team played some beach volleyball on Sunday before hitting the nets in Barbados
Dwaipayan.Datta@timesgroup.com
Bridgetown: There’s a tip for the Virat Kohli fans. If you really love watching the man bat, try getting into one of India’s net sessions. And if it’s from 45 yards just behind the stumps under the shadow of a Garry Sobers statue at the Kensington Oval, you’re a lucky guy. The comfort cushion of the ‘exhibition leg’ of the T20 World Cup, in the USA, is over. Now, under the sweltering sun of Barbados, India are preparing for their first Super 8 game against Afghanistan on Thursday.
The team reached the city of Sobers, the 3 Ws, Malcolm Marshall and many others on Sunday and hit the ground running first thing on Monday. Despite the feel-good factor about the three victories in the USA leg, Kohli’s scores of 1, 4 and 0 wouldn’t have made him happy. The champion’s body language in front of cameras during practice doesn’t betray any sense of unease, but deep down he would be bothered.
And it’s this hunger to turn things around and make it his World Cup that seemed to be driving the modern master when he took guard against the best bowler in the world — Jasprit Bumrah.
The Mumbai Indians man wasn’t being friendly to Kohli at all in the nets, at least with the ball. It virtually felt like game-time as Bumrah explored his arsenal. “It doesn’t worry us at all that Kohli hasn’t got runs in the games in the US. He has been batting beautifully at the nets and he looks all the more hungry,” Team India batting coach Vikram Rathour had said after the Miami washout on Saturday.
Rathour was absolutely right. The short balls aimed at Kohli’s rib-cage were pulled ferociously while the ones pitched up were driven beautifully on Monday.
Kohli, playing as opener in the World Cup, quite clearly is looking to hit top gear right from the word go, even if he is coming off a rough patch.
A game against Afghanistan also entails dealing with wrist-spin. They have the wizard Rashid Khan and baby-faced chinaman Noor Ahmed in their ranks. Kohli needs to prepare for that and who better than Yuzvendra Chahal and Kuldeep Yadav to provide necessary practice? While Chahal isn’t India’s No. 1 wrist-spin choice, Kuldeep is slightly unlucky that he is unable to find a place in the XI for now. The team management, however, has indicated that they want to keep him ready. The pitches in West Indies may just help the spinners and he could well be called on to play at some stage over the next fortnight.
While things looked really good for Kohli during the course of his 45-minute batting session, there’s another crucial player — Ravindra Jadeja — who is also looking for some batting form. And that’s probably the reason Jadeja was one of the first to go into the batting nets with Kohli. He did scratch around a bit, but the team management knows the CSK man is a big-game player.
At no stage will there be a discussion to drop him, and that’s why captain Rohit Sharma wants his big weapon to be ready for the final leg. After a long stint at the nets, Jadeja and Hardik Pandya were back in the main square, trying some range hitting, another important thing that was sorely missed from their games in the US.
The green expanse of the Kensington Oval also gave the Indian fielders chance to practice their drills, something they missed doing in the damp conditions in the US.
4-4-0-3: NZ’s Ferguson bowls most economical spell in T20I history
Tarouba (Trinidad & Tobago): Lockie Ferguson (3/0) bowled the most economical spell in T20I history as New Zealand shot out Papua New Guinea for a mere 78 in their inconsequential Group C match on Monday. Ferguson joined Canada skipper Saad Bin Zafar as only the second bowler in T20I history to bowl four maiden overs, returning figures of 4-4-0-3 after the latter recorded 4-4-0-2.
The Kiwis were successful in keeping the PNG batters quiet and pinned to their respective ends for the majority of their innings which folded up for 78 in just 19.4 overs.
New Zealand chased the target with seven wickets to spare.
AGENCIES
Brief scores: Papua New Guinea 78 (Lockie Ferguson 3-0, Tim Southee 2-11, Trent Boult 2-14, Ish Sodhi 2-29) vs New Zealand 79-3 (Devon Conway 35).
Bangladesh qualify, but batting woes worry skipper Shanto
Kingstown (St Vincent): Delighted with his team’s progression to the Super Eight, but disappointed by the batting performance so far, Bangladesh skipper Najmul Hossain Shanto said he is yet to figure out why his batters have not been up to the mark in the ongoing T20 World Cup. Bangladesh managed to trump Nepal by 21 runs to seal their place in the Super Eights. However, getting shot out for 106 put them in a spot of bother before their bowlers managed to get the job done.
“First of all, very happy that we are going to play Super Eights, and yeah, our batting is not up to the mark. But, the way our bowlers bowled in the last three-four matches, really happy,” Shanto said during the post-match on Sunday.
“I hope they will continue their form, and as a batting group, we need to do our proper planning so that we can come back in the next round.”
Shanto admitted that the side’s batting failures have been hard to decipher but he rejected suggestions that slow pitches were a reason. Bangladesh have gone past the 150-run mark just once in this tournament, against the Netherlands. “I hope they (the bowlers) make us win every day; that’s what I hope for, but the batters also have a responsibility. And why it is not happening, everyone is trying to find out. But it is not acceptable,” he said.
“The wicket is not the issue. This was a wicket where you can score 140-150 runs, maybe which we could not do. So, it is definitely a reason for us to worry,” he said.
Despite managing scores close to 130, the team has emerged triumphant in three games and the only defeat so far has come against South Africa. Shanto emphasised the importance of getting a good start from his batters.
Bangladesh will play their Super Eight opener against Australia on Thursday in Antigua, followed by India two days later at the same venue before finishing off against Afghanistan on June 24 here.
PTI
Brief scores: Bangladesh 106 in 19.3 overs (Sompal Kami 2/10) bt Nepal 85 in 19.2 overs (Tanzim Hasan Sakib 4/7, Shakib Al Hasan 2/9, Mustafizur Rahaman 3/7).
WI, Af look to maintain momentum
Gros Islet (Saint Lucia): Hosts West Indies and much-improved Afghanistan will indulge in a battle of one upmanship and strive to gain momentum for the Super Eight stage when they take on each other in their final group stage game of the T20 World Cup.
After starting off with a scrappy win over Papua New Guinea, West Indies are slowly but steadily finding their rhythm. They brushed aside Uganda and New Zealand. Afghanistan, on the other hand, have had a flawless campaign so far. Rashid Khan & Co are enjoying the conditions that the Caribbean pitches are offering.
Gaining momentum is the only thing at stake in the final Group C clash with both teams having qualified for the Super Eights. “Momentum is a very important word for us it’s important for us to keep playing good cricket and consistent cricket,” West Indies skipper Rovman Powell said on the eve of the game.
“After this game the Super 8 is very, very important so you want players going into the Super 8 with good performances, you want to go in the Super 8 as a team winning.”
That opener Rahamanullah Gurbaz (167 runs) and pacer Fazalhaq Farooqi (12 wickets) are currently leading the chart of run-makers and wicket-takers respectively is a just reflection of their fine run in this ICC showpiece.
Besides Gurbaz, the experienced Ibrahim Zadran has also made significant contributions collecting 114 runs with a highest score of 70. But the Afghans who have a lot of right hand batters will have their task cut out against left-arm spinners Akeal Hosein and Gudakesh Motie.
The Afghans themselves will be without off spinner Mujeeb Ur Rahman, who has been ruled out of the tournament due to a finger injury. However, they have no dearth of spinners with the likes of skipper Rashid and young Noor Ahmad, who bowled economically against Papua New Guinea and New Zealand, in their ranks.
“It’s been three good games but realising there’s a lot more than three games to go obviously tomorrow and then three more in the group stage and hopefully beyond,” Afghanistan head coach Jonathan Trott said.
“That’s the focus but we’re not worried about looking too far ahead the focus obviously the main goal is to go as far as we can and achieve things that no other Afghanistan team has done before.”
PTI
LANKA SIGN OFF WITH A CONSOLATION WIN
Gros Islet (Saint Lucia): Sri Lanka finally found their mojo as they clinically disposed off the Netherlands by 83 runs in an inconsequential final Group D game.
With Bangladesh beating Nepal by 21 runs in the other group game, the faint outside chance that the Netherlands had despite was up in smoke as they were bowled out for 118 in pursuit of an improbable target of 202 set by Wanindu Hasaranga’s men. The Sri Lankans left it too late while bringing their A game to the fore as all three units fired in unison but the horse has already bolted as they were out of reckoning for the Super 8s.
Angelo Mathews (30 off 15 balls) and Hasaranga (20 off 10 balls) shored up the scoring rate but it was left-hander Charith Asalanka’s 21-ball-46 that was the real difference in their innings as Sri Lanka crossed the 200-run mark.
PTI
Brief scores: Sri Lanka 201-6 (Kusal Mendis 46, Charith Asalanka 46; Dhananjaya de Silva 34, Angelo Mathews 30*) beat Netherlands 118 (Michael Levitt 31, Scott Edwards 31; Nuwan Thushara 3-24, Matheesha Pathirana 2-12, Wanindu Hasaranga 2-25) by 83 runs.
MENON BREAKS VENKAT’S INDIAN RECORD FOR UMPIRING IN MOST INTERNATIONAL MATCHES
Gaurav.Gupta@timesgroup.com
Mumbai: ICC Elite panel umpire Nitin Menon created history by officiating in the most number of international matches by an Indian as an on-field umpire. He surpassed the record held by former India offspinner S Venkataraghavan for more than 20 years when he stood in the Australia vs Namibia clash at North Sound.
Menon has officiated in 23 Tests, 58 ODIs and 45 T20Is (126 matches overall) as an on-field umpire. Venkataraghavan officiated in 73 Tests and 52 ODIs (125 matches). Menon is India’s only umpire in the Elite Panel. The 40-year-old from Indore officiated in the third Ashes Test at Headingley, Leeds, last year.
Along with Sri Lanka’s Kumar Dharmasena, Menon officiated the 2023 World Cup opener between England and New Zealand in Ahmedabad on Oct 5 and in the semifinal of the World Cup between Australia and South Africa at Eden Gardens and all the four Tests of the Border-Gavaskar series in Feb-March in India last year.
BABAR AZAM’S CAPTAINCY RECORD
Under-fire Babar not quitting captaincy yet
Fort Lauderhill (Florida): Pakistan skipper Babar Azam hasn’t yet thought about quitting captaincy despite his team’s group-stage exit from the T20 World Cup, insisting that any decision on the matter will be taken only after discussions with the PCB.
The 2009 champions and also the finalists of 2007 and 2022 editions, lost to USA and India in their first two games to exit the tournament even before the Super Eights. Having faced massive criticism, the Pakistan skipper hit back when asked if he has any plans to tender his resignation.
“When I go back, we will discuss all the things that happened here. And if I have to leave the captaincy, this decision, I will tell you openly. I will not announce anything behind the scenes. Whatever happens, will happen in front of you,” Babar said after Pakistan ended their group league campaign with a three-wicket win over Ireland.
Babar said it was the PCB which reinstated him and whether he continues or not, will be their call. “I have not thought about it. The decision is of the PCB,” he said, asserting that he never asked for a leadership role.
“About the captaincy — when I had left it (after ODI World Cup), I thought that I shouldn’t be doing it now, that’s why I left it and I announced it myself. Then when they gave it back to me, it was the decision of the PCB.”
Babar was visibly miffed at being repeatedly probed about his future as a leader and told the assembled media that one person cannot be blamed for team’s losses. “Everyone is sad. As a team, we did not play. I told you that we did not lose because of one person,” he told a probing scribe.
“We are losing as a team. I am not saying this because of one person. You are pointing that out because of the captain, I cannot play in every player’s place. There are 11 players and each of them has a role. I think as a team, we have not been able to apply, follow and finish things. We have to settle down and accept that we didn’t play well as a team.”
Imad Wasim, in a media inter- action, had spoken how Pakistan have failed to change their archaic style of T20 cricket at a time when the world order in the shortest format had undergone a sea change. Babar partially agreed with Imad’s assertion.
“I think eight to nine players are the same guys who have been playing for the last four years. They should not fear. They are being backed,” he said.
Batting is an area of concern he admitted. “You need to assess the conditions, what’s the demand here. If you follow that then—tell me how many matches here (in USA) has seen outstanding batting. There’s been a struggle, but you need to be proactive about what’s required here.”
PTI
Hope floats in Barbados, mecca of Windies cricket
The T20 World Cup Has Found A Happy Haven In An Island Which Has A Deep Bond With The Game
LET’S PLAY: A cut-out of Sir Garfield Sobers greets passengers at the Barbados airport. The T20 World Cup may not have enthused locals in USA, but this storied island has been gripped by cricket fever
Dwaipayan.Datta@timesgroup.com
Bridgetown: Welcome to cricket paradise! After two weeks in the United States of America, where cricket is what baseball is to India, Sir Garfield Sobers greets you at the Barbados airport. Well, not quite Sir Garry himself, but a massive cut-out of the legendary allrounder playing the iconic off-drive.
Right from the moment you get down from the plane, you know that there’s a festival of cricket happening in this part of the world. No, there aren’t mad crowds waiting to catch a glimpse of cricket stars at the airport, but a quiet recognition of the fact that there’s a World Cup to savour.
At first glance, it seems like a tale of two World Cups. The authorities in the USA did their absolute best to help the sport get a few eyeballs, but you could see that they were trying so hard. Here, it’s all so effortless, starting from the volunteer at the airport — wearing a T20 World Cup shirt and helping you find your way around — to the receptionist at the hotel lobby who’s watching the Bangladesh-Nepal match on TV with keen intent.
Barbados — which has the look and feel of Goa — is spread over 166 square miles and is probably the unofficial cricket capital of the West Indies. In every nook and cranny, you’ll feel how deep the legacy of cricket is. “A little far down is the burial ground of Malcolm Marshall,” someone tells you, while somebody else suggests you should go to Bridgetown University and see the statues of the 3Ws.
The massive posters of home boys Sobers, Joel Garner, Everton Weekes and Frank Worrell at the airport tell you that this is the place where you want to be if you love your cricket. The conversations at the immigration counter to the taxistand to the beach all revolve around cricket. There’s a serious sense of anticipation here as the business end of the World Cup begins. But it’s not exactly a ‘selfie culture’ with the stars, an idea we have come to associate with Team India and its fans. The bond goes beyond that.
“Big stars? Oh yeah, if you’re a cab driver in Barbados for 20 years, you might have driven Sir Garry once or twice. At least I have. And then there are so many, Garner stays close to my place, you start chatting with him on cricket and he doesn’t stop,” Geoff, a cab driver, said.
And then you meet Solly, a man in his 40s, originally from Surat, who grew up playing with Irfan and Yusuf Pathan and now runs a business here and plays his club cricket with Dyawne Smith and Kyle Mayers, among others. “We go on with our lives, but come weekends, without fail, it’s all about cricket,” Solly says.
But in the voice of the elderly waiter at the beachside hotel, you can hear that tinge of sadness that’s become a part and parcel of West Indies cricket. “For us, cricket was our only sport. Don’t know what happened, where we went wrong? My sons and nephews are into basketball and football,” Royce says while serving fish and beer.
The West Indies’ failure to qualify for the ODI World Cup was a humiliation that this generation, which grew up watching Clive Lloyd’s team winning the first two, still can’t come to terms with. For them, T20 isn’t the format that decides world champions. Nevertheless, a good show will be like a balm.
“Tickets for the final here on June 29 are sold out. I couldn’t manage to get one. West Indies aren’t doing too badly but I don’t have faith in them. If they can’t win, let it be India, they have such good players. In our taxi-stand, there’s this old TV, and in between our rides, we watch Indian cricketers in the IPL,” Geoff said.
He is right, the Rohits and Virats are in a different league. But if you’re a cricket romantic walking down the winding roads of Bridgetown on a lazy afternoon, you may just say a silent prayer hoping Geoff’s first wish comes true.
GALLERY
Diksha finishes T-6 in Rome for 3rd Top-10 in 2024
Rome: Diksha Dagar carded an underwhelming 71 in the final round to sign off from the Ladies Italian Open at tied-6th place, her third Top-10 finish of the season. Diksha, who had one birdie and one bogey in the second round, managed just two birdies and one bogey in the third for a total of of 6-under 210.
Ferrari hang on for second consecutive Le Mans crown: Ferrari made it two in a row as it outlasted Toyota to win a weather-affected 24 Hours of Le Mans with the trio of Nicklas Nielsen, Antonio Fuoco and Miguel Molina crossing the line in the No. 50 car 14 seconds ahead of the No. 7 of Nyck de Vries, Kamui Kobayashi and Jose Maria Lopez.
Estonia batter smashes quickest T20 ton, hits most sixes: Estonia batter Sahil Chauhan smashed the quickest T20 century (in 27 balls) and struck most number of sixes (18) in the format in an international game against hosts Cyprus. Chauhan broke Jan-Nicol Loftie Eaton’s record for the fastest T20I hundred, which came off 33 balls and lasted less than four months. It was also the fastest century in all T20s, eclipsing Chris Gayle’s 30-ball innings in IPL 2013.
Sabalenka to skip Olympics to prioritise ‘health’: World number three Aryna Sabalenka said on Monday she will miss the tennis event at the Paris Olympics “to take care of her health”.
ACTION TODAY
BASKETBALL: NBA Finals, 6 am (Jio);
CRICKET: ICC T20 WC, WI vs Afg, 6 am (Star);
FOOTBALL: Euro 2024, Turkey vs Georgia, 9.30 pm; Portugal vs Czechia, 12.30 am Wednesday (Sony);
TENNIS: Halle Open, 3.30 pm; ATP-500 London, 8 pm (Eurosport)
AIFF sacks coach Stimac, ready for legal battle
IGOR STIMAC
Marcus.Mergulhao@timesgroup.com
Panaji: The All India Football Federation (AIFF) is bracing itself for a legal battle after sacking Igor Stimac, ending his five-year reign as head coach of the senior men’s national team. Stimac, a World Cup bronze medal winner in 1998 and formerly coach of the Croatian national team, joined India in 2019. He was in charge for 53 matches, winning 19, drawing 14 and losing 20.
The Croatian had come under heavy pressure since India’s failure to score a goal, or pick up a point, during the three group-stage games at the Asian Cup 2023 in Qatar early this year. The team ended with the worst performance among the 24 participating teams.
When India failed to qualify for the third round of the FIFA World Cup qualifiers, despite winning the first game against Kuwait, the writing was on the wall. The only hindrance was his contract that ran till June 2026, without any clause for termination with a standard three-month compensation.
“Stimac had publicly said that he would resign if he does not take India to the third round (of the World Cup qualifiers). India exited on June 11 and since then we have not heard anything from him. This decision has been taken in national interest. Compensation is secondary,” a senior AIFF official told TOI.
The decision to sack Stimac had the unequivocal support of AIFF president Kalyan Chaubey and was stamped during a virtual meeting of senior officials, led by vice president NA Harris. Technical committee chairman IM Vijayan and acting secretary general M. Satyanarayan were also present.
“Noting the disappointing outcome of the senior men’s national team’s FIFA World Cup 2026 qualification campaign, the members unanimously agreed that a new head coach would be best placed to take the team forward,” the AIFF said in a statement on Monday. “A notice of termination has been issued to Stimac by the AIFF Secretariat. He stands relieved of his obligations with immediate effect.”
Stimac draws a monthly salary of $30,000 (Rs 25 lakh approximately) and in the absence of a severance clause in his new contract signed on October 5, 2023, AIFF may have to pay a huge compensa- tion, or in a worst-case scenario, the entirety of his remaining contract value which amounts to Rs 6 crore.
AIFF officials, however, believe they have a case against the coach and are ready for a legal battle, either at FIFA’s adjudicating bodies or the court of arbitration for sport (CAS), which is the world’s premier forum for resolving sporting disputes.
“AIFF offered Stimac a three-month salary for mutually terminating the contract. He did not agree. We could not afford to drag this for more time and decided to bring an end to this chapter,” said another official.
India will next feature in a tri-nation tournament at home during the Sept window and the AIFF plans to have a coach in place before July end. When Stimac took charge of the national team, he promised to change the mindset and make India punch above their weight.
The Croatian presided over India’s best year in terms of silverware in 2023 when the team won a record three trophies (Tri-Nation, InterContinental and SAFF Championship) broke into the top 100 of FIFA rankings (now 121) and recorded their bestever run of clean sheets.
It won him a new better contract, but 2024 turned out to be disastrous.
DOUGHTY DECHAMBEAU WINS US OPEN AS RORY SLUMPS
American Triumphs By Just One Shot, Bags $4.3m In Prize Money
Pinehurst: Bryson DeChambeau came out on top in a dramatic final round, back nine battle with Rory McIlroy to win the US Open by one shot on Sunday as the Northern Irishman’s major misery continued at Pinehurst resort in North Carolina.
Poised to end a decade long major drought, McIlroy collapsed at the finish with bogey’s on three of his final four holes, including a heartbreaker at the 18th where he missed from inside four feet. At the same time, playing in the final pair, DeChambeau sent his tee shot into the rough but held his nerve with a brilliant up and down to save par for a final round one-over 71.
That was good enough to earn the LIV Golf standard bearer a heart-stopping victory with a sixunder 274 winning total. “Oh, man, I didn’t want to finish second again,” said DeChambeau, runnerup at last month’s PGA Championship. “PGA really stung. As much as it is heartbreaking for some people, it was heartbreak for me at the PGA. I really wanted this one.”
McIlroy had a final round 69 to finish alone in second one ahead of Americans Patrick Cantlay (70) and Tony Finau (67). It was the second career major win for DeChambeau, his first coming at the 2020 US Open.
The 30-year-old American started the day at the top of the leaderboard three clear of the chasing pack that included McIlroy but trailed the world number three by two with five holes to play. “Ultimately on 13, I knew I had to make birdie there to give myself a chance because Rory was going on a heater,” said DeChambeau, who collected his last birdie of the day at 13. “He (McIlroy) slipped up a couple on the way coming in, and I just kept staying the course.”
DeChambeau had looked headed for another second place until McIlroy’s sudden collapse. McIlroy had used a red hot putter to snatch the lead, but with the finish line in sight, suddenly went cold on the greens missing from 30 inches at the 16th and from inside four-feet at 18 leaving the Northern Irishman shellshocked as he walked off the course and quickly into his car putting the disaster in his rearview mirror.
The US Open thriller showcased golf’s best providing fans something they have been regularly denied since the sport split into two camps with the PGA Tour on one side and Saudi-backed rebel circuit LIV Golf on the other. The final round on a tricky Pinehurst No. 2 layout featured two of the game’s more intriguing personalities with McIlroy, long one of golf’s most popular players and the bighitting DeChambeau one of the most entertaining.
Along with the silver trophy, a record $4.3 million winner’s purse golf bragging rights were also on the line with a LIV golfer again claiming a major title.
Top scores (USA unless mentioned):
274 Bryson DeChambeau 67-69-67-71; 275 Rory McIlroy (Nir) 65-72-69-69; 276 Tony Finau 68-69-72-67, Patrick Cantlay 65-71-70-70; 277 Matthieu Pavon (Fra) 67-70-69-71; 278 Hideki Matsuyama (Jpn) 72-66-70-70.
AGENCIES
Bryson DeChambeau celebrates his win
Nagpur man drove vehicle back & forth over family
Continued from P 1
Bhushan Lanjewar allegedly drove the vehicle back and forth over the sleeping family while attempting to escape. Kavita Bagadiya, who lost her husband, recounted the horror: “The car drove over us and reversed, crushing us again, before speeding away.”
The deceased were identified as Kantibai Bagadiya, 42, and Sitaram Bagadiya, 30. Seven of the injured are in critical condition in a hospital, while eight others were discharged after preliminary treatment. Among the injured are Sitaram’s wife Kavita and their daughters — Haseena, 4, and Sakina, 2. Other injured family members include 10-year-old Bhusya, Kavita, 32, Parsanbai, 22, Parbai, 18, Balku, 8, Golu, 16, and Hanuman, 32.
Some of the 30 Bagadiya community members were fortunate to escape unhurt as they were sleeping a short distance away. Two police officers narrowly avoided being run over while trying to intercept the speeding car near the toll plaza. Witnesses said the car first crashed into a parked Swift Dzire, causing the Hyundai Verna’s front left tyre to burst. This led to Lanjewar losing control and driving onto the footpath where the family was sleeping.
Senior inspector Vijay Dighe of Wathoda police station said Lanjewar and his friends were intoxicated. Blood samples of all six have been se nt to the regional forensic science laboratory.
According to police, the youths were celebrating Zade’s birthday, drinking at a dhaba in Hudkeshwar before embarking on a joyride on the outskirts of Nagpur. Inspector Dighe said the driver was tracked down using CCTV footage and the vehicle’s registration number. Police have impounded the car for inspection by RTO experts. However, car owner Saurabh Kadukar has not been charged. “We asked for five days’ police remand (for the arrested six), but the court granted us two days,” Dighesaid.
With 2nd N-sub, India set to plug weakest leg of N-triad
Continued from P 1
Moreover, India is increasingly going in for more canister-launch missiles — with the warhead already mated with the missile — for the requisite operational readiness and flexibility to store it for long periods, swiftly transport it through rail or road, and fire it whenever required.
India is also set to strengthen its weakest leg of the nuclear triad by finally commissioning its second SSBN (naval parlance for nuclear-propelled submarines armed with nuclear-tipped ballistic missiles), INS Arighat, within the next few months. The first, INS Arihant, became operational in 2018.
SIPRI said the deterrence role of nuclear weapons has grown amid the ongoing geopolitical turmoil over conflicts like the Russia-Ukraine and Israel-Hamas ones. All the nine nucleararmed states continue to modernise their nuclear arsenals, with several deploying new nuclear-armed or nuclear-capable weapon systems in 2023, it said.
The nuclear stockpiles stand at: Russia (4,380 warheads), US (3,708), France (290), UK (225), Israel (90) and North Korea (50). An estimated 3,904 of these war- heads are deployed with missiles and aircraft, with the rest being kept in storage.
“Around 2,100 of the deployed warheads were kept in a state of high operational alert on ballistic missiles. Nearly all of these warheads belonged to Russia or the US, but for the first time China is believed to have some warheads on high operational alert,” SIPRI said.
The Pentagon, in a report last Oct, had said China was fully on course to reach over 1,000 warheads by 2030, while it also builds a formidable arsenal of intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs). The Swedish think-tank, on its part, said China could potentially have at least as many ICBMs as Russia or the US by the turn of the decade, although its stockpile of nuclear warheads is still expected to remain much smaller than their stockpiles.
SIPRI also said India, Pakistan and North Korea are all pursuing the capability to deploy multiple warheads on ballistic missiles, a capability that the US, UK, Russia, France and China already have. “This would enable a rapid potential increase in deployed warheads, as well as the possibility for nuclear-armed countries to threaten the destruction of significantly-more targets,” it said.
With Priyanka poll debut, 3 members of Gandhi family likely to be in Parliament
Continued from P 1
To a query, Rahul accepted that Kharge has “warned” him of disciplinary action if he does not heed the apex body’s resolution passed last week.
Rahul said while Kharge asked him to opt for Rae Bareli, he, too, felt that given the situation in the country, the main fight was in UP.
As Kharge said Rahul was vacating Wayanad with “great pain”, the scion spoke about an “emotional bond” with Rae Bareli and Wayanad, adding that he would stay in touch with the Kerala seat which, he expressed confidence, Priyanka would win – a sentiment that his sister reciprocated while underlining her long connection with Rae Bareli-Amethi. “Both (Wayanad and Rae Bareli) will have two MPs,” Rahul quipped. He said he will remember Wayanad’s love for life, as “it gave me energy to fight in very difficult times”.
Kharge thanked Priyanka for backing the party in difficult times with her campaigning, especially helping win back Amethi and managing Rahul’s election in Rae Bareli. Priyanka said, “I am very happy to be able to represent Wayanad. I won’t let them feel Rahul’s absence. I have an old relationship with Rae Bareli… I will help Bhaiyya in Rae Bareli also. We will both be in Rae Bareli and Wayanad.” When asked if she was nervous, Priyanka said, “Not at all.”
Priyanka’s electoral debut implies that three members of the Gandhi family are now likely to be in Parliament, with Sonia Gandhi having moved to the Rajya Sabha recently. It marks a show of confidence given that PM Modi and BJP have been trying to corner the Gandhis with the insinuation of “dynasty politics”, a theme that was used widely in the recent polls.
The twin decisions from Congress, coming in the wake of an election performance that the party is celebrating as “creditable in adverse circumstances”, appear loaded with future calculations. With Congress and SP cem enting a relationship in UP that recently delivered an embarrassment to the governing BJP, Rahul’s staying on as representative in the state, coupled with the party’s gains in Haryana, UP, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Jharkhand, Punjab in the 2024 contest, is designed to create a buzz about its growing strength in north and west regions, from where it had practically vanished after the advent of PM Modi on the national scene. Kharge hinted as much, when he said, “We decided that Rahul will retain Rae Bareli because it is very close to him and the family, which has been fighting the polls there for generations. Local workers also said it will be good for the party that Rahul retain Rae Bareli.”
At the same time, Congress hopes that Priyanka’s presence in the south will bolster the party’s position in turfs where her campaigning has been particularly effective, highlighted by the assembly wins in Karnataka followed by Telangana. Also, Kerala goes to the assembly polls in mid-2026.
After Class 7, Saudagar had to drop out of regular school
Continued from P 1
Finally, it was Mukta Godbole of Deshmukh and Company who published 500 copies of the novel, Saudagar said. The 33-year-old grew up in poverty in Tuljapur of drought-prone Dharashiv (formerly Osmanabad) district of Maharashtra. With no land of their own, his grandfather and father were farm labourers and lived in a makeshift house.
“After Std VII, I had to drop out of regular school and went to a night school till Std X. By then, my father had started working in a tailoring shop and I helped out in the daytime,” Saudagar said.
He studied motor mechanics in a nearby ITI (polytechnic) for two years in 2006 but the economic slowdown of 2008 meant he had no work. “That is when I took to tailoring. I had enrolled in junior college but had no money or time for studies since I was working full time,” he said.
Undeterred, Saudagar enrolled in an open university and completed his MA (history) and picked up English-Marathi typing to improve his job prospects. Saudagar’s love for writing started in Std VII. “We did not even have a radio in the house but the nearby village library had comics which I read. As I grew up, I started reading Annabhau Sathe’s books,” he added. By the age of 18, he had started scribbling poems and stories. Around 2014-15, one of his poems was published in a Marathi newspaper with his cellphone number.
Saudagar said: “They encouraged me to write more poetry and compile a collection. But I had no clue about publishing. So, I saved up Rs 8 ,000, went to Solapur and got the book selfpublished in 2018. There were 200 copies. I sent some to wellknown Marathi writers. Only (Marathi litterateur) Bhalchandra Nemade replied with a two-page letter and a Rs 100 cheque, the price of the book. I have laminated the letter.”
He is working on his next novel about joblessness among educated youngsters.
Centre to move on NTA reforms after court’s NEET order
Continued from P 1
The NEET-UG 2024 results, announced on June 4, faced widespread criticism from students and parents. Legal challenges were filed against the results, highlighting three main issues: the provision of grace marks to some students, claims of a leaked question paper, and suspected irregularities at specific exam centres. Many have called for an investigation and a retake of the exam.
Union education minister Dharmendra Pradhan emphasised on Sunday that the “harshest punishment” would be administered to those found guilty in the NEET UG 2024 “scam”, while assuring students and parents that govt is taking the matter seriously.
A senior govt official said: “The matter is currently in the courts. The education ministry and NTA are also examining the details. However, once the issue is resolved based on the investigations and court orders, significant reforms will be initiated in all aspects of conducting these crucial examinations.” The official added that the ministry of education is likely to form a committee to recommend the reforms.
As of Nov 2023, the NTA registered over 1.23 crore candidates, making it one of the largest exam-conducting bodies globally, second only to China’s Gaokao, which registered 1.29 crore candidates in 2023.
For NEET-UG 2024, over 24 lakh candidates registered, while 14.7 lakh registered for the Joint Entrance Examination (Main), and more than 13.4 lakh for the CUET-UG 2024. Besides these major entrance exams for various undergraduate programmes, NTA also conducts other exams such as the National Council of Hotel Management Joint Entrance Exam (12,738 candi- dates), the Admission Test for Diploma in Sports Coaching (ATDSC) 2024 of the National Institute of Sports (NIS), the Graduate Aptitude Test Biotechnology (GAT-B), the Common Management Admission Test, the Graduate Pharmacy Aptitude Test, the All India Sainik School Entrance Exam, and Swayam examinations, among others. Speaking to TOI, Pradhan said, “Govt will thoroughly review what happened in NEET and take steps to reform both the examinations and NTA. NTA is evolving and not perfect; we need to strengthen it further. We are concerned about the future of lakhs of young students.”
In addition to three of the most competitive and high-profile entrance exams—NEET-UG and PG, CUET-UG and PG, and JEE (Main)—NTA also conducts the NET for UGC, recruitment exams for the Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation, Navodaya Vidyalaya Sangathan, Central Universities and Military Nursing Service, among others.
Govt sources indicate that the planned reforms will include administrative, operational and logistical changes (centres and question papers) and capacity building, among other areas.
TIMES VIEW: The apex court had correctly observed last week that the alleged irregularities have shaken the faith of people in the sanctity of the examination system. For the sake of lakhs of students across the country, one hopes that the reforms are carried out in earnest, and the sooner the better. At the same time, the criminals who have made crores by subverting the system must not be allowed to get away. Catching and punishing them will deter other crooks from trying to make a quick buck and ruining the system.
Nagal attains career-high ranking of 71
New Delhi: Sumit Nagal continued his ascent in the ATP singles chart, climbing to a career-high ranking of 71 on Monday. His previous best was 77 last week. The Olympicbound Nagal jumped six places following his r unner-up finish at the Perugia ATP Challenger tournament on Sunday. The 26-year-old, who will be the sole Indian in the men’s singles event at the Paris Olympics, has so far logged 777 ATP points.
A string of impressive results in recent times has not only helped Nagal improve his ranking but also make the cut for singles event at the Paris Games. The year began with a historic second round outing at the Australian Open. While he bowed out of the French Open in the first round, Nagal is set to compete at in the main draw of Wimbledon followed by the Paris Olympics a t Roland Garros. He had won the men’s singles crown at the Heilbronn Neckarcup 2024 Challenger event in Germany earlier this month and the Chennai Open in February. PTI
Neeraj to resume Oly build-up at Paavo Nurmi Games in Finland
Turku (Finland): Forced into a short break to mend a niggle, Olympic and world champion javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra will return to competitive action at the Paavo Nurmi Games here on Tuesday against a stellar field, hoping to continue his build-up to Paris Games with renewed vigour.
The 26-year-old superstar, the lone Indian in the field here, will be up against German teenaged sensation Max Dehning, who is the youngest member of the coveted 90m club, which Chopra is aspiring to enter.
The 19-year-old is seen as a major competition for Chopra when he defends his Tokyo Games gold medal in Paris. PTI
After Delhi Crime, I had leverage, and I used it for stories on wildlife crime, says Richie Mehta
I am using true crime as a device to talk about things that might not otherwise be interesting to the audience
Richie Mehta, the maker of Delhi Crime and Poacher, says that though he is not much of a true crime person, he uses the genre to tell stories that “get to the heart of what humans are capable of as a species”
Niharika Lal
Five years after Delhi Crime, Richie Mehta returned with another web series this year – Poacher, a wildlife crime story based on real-life heroes. At the Mumbai International Film Festival (MIFF), Richie Mehta spoke about why he chose to narrate these stories of real-life heroes. “ Delhi Crime was very important to me, especially as an NRI. It’s a very low-hanging fruit for someone like me to observe a problem in India and then highlight it. I think it’s actually bullsh*t; it’s not my right to do that. I’m benefiting as an NRI, in an environment like Canada, where I can set my sights on something and achieve it. So, for me, it’s like I owe it to give back to this place. If I can take stories where the world has certain prejudices against India and turn them on their head to showcase the best of humanity, then I’ll do that. That’s what Delhi Crime was about and that’s what Poacher was about.”
CONTINUED ON 4
I CAN EAT 15 TO 20 SUSHIS AT ONE GO: VAANI KAPOOR
On International Sushi Day, Vaani Kapoor, a sushi lover, tries her hand at making this Japanese delicacy for the first time, and of course, relishes it too
Onkar Kulkarni
Ahead of International Sushi Day, Vaani Kapoor took a break from her shoot schedule and spent an afternoon learning how to prepare sushi. From placing the nori (the thin layer of dried seaweed used to make rolls) on the rolling mat and topping it with a layer of rice and vegetables, including her favourite asparagus, Vaani’s dish looked picture-perfect till she rolled it and attempted to slice it into bite-size pieces. “Gosh, it looks like biryani more than sushi now. The Punjabi in me was so alert that you can’t put it to sleep,” the actress laughed, as the ingredients started spilling out. Vaani, who loves vegetarian sushi, added, “I thought I’d get it right in one go, but now I realise that rolling, cutting and plating sushi is an art.”
CONTINUED ON 3
Should you be challenging your gut with spicy ramen?
As three fiery flavours of an instant ramen are withdrawn in Denmark, we speak to experts on the high spice levels in ramen and why ramen lovers should consume the spicy noodles in moderation
Riya Sharma
While K-Dramas may have sparked your love for ramen, the spicy noodles are not always gentle on our palates. However, that has done little to deter our fascination with ramen. From celebs and influencers testing their tolerance for the spice levels to the many ramen challenges viral on social media, there is a growing interest in just how much heat can one handle. The question to ask though is – should you be consuming so much spice? The burning sensation and teary eyes may just be the tip of the iceberg. “Social media trends have largely influenced people to try extremely spicy foods, which could be potentially harmful,” says Dr Kayalvizhi Jayaraman MD DM, Consultant Gastroenterologist, Prashanth Hospitals, Chennai.
‘While spicy food can add flavour, moderation is important’
Dr Kapil Sharma, Director, Gastroenterology & Head, Endoscopy, Gastroenterology, Sarvodaya Hospital, Faridabad, informs, “While spicy foods can add flavour to our meals, moderation is key. Prolonged consumption of spicy foods can result in the erosion of the inner lining of our gastrointestinal (GI) tract, including the food pipe, stomach, and intestines.”
‘Spicy ramen can cause acute poisoning’
Though many of us are addicted to ramen, challenging your taste buds and stomach with intolerant spice levels can be daunting for the gut. Dietician Vaishali Verma, Consultant, Nutrition and Dietetics, Manipal Hospital, Dwarka, says, “Some brands are known for their extreme spice levels and the noodles are often marketed as challenges. These are designed to be very spicy and can be overwhelming even for those with a high tolerance.” She adds, “Excessive capsaicin, can irritate the digestive tract, leading to heartburn, stomach cramps, diarrhoea, and nausea. Spicy food can make you sweat and feel thirsty, so it’s important to stay hydrated while eating it. Cases of acute poisoning are uncommon, and most symptoms include burning mouth and throat, sweating, stomach cramps, diarrhoea, nausea and vomiting, but not life-threatening symptoms.”
Reports say that the Danish Veterinary and Food Administration said the capsaicin the active component of chili peppers responsible for the spiciness – in a single packet of the noodles was “so high that it posed a risk of acute poisoning for the consumer”
Daniel Radcliffe wins a Tony, his first major award
Daniel Radcliffe is one of the world’s most famous actors. But he’s never won a major award. Until now. Radcliffe won the Tony Award for best performance by an actor in a featured role in a musical, for his work in the revival of Merrily We Roll Along. The show is the Harry Potter star’s fifth on Broadway, but the first for which he was even nominated for a Tony, despite mostly admiring reviews all along the way. New York Times
FOR MORE ON TONY AWARDS, SEE 4
BUZZ STOP
SALMAN KHAN DEATH THREAT: MAN ARRESTED FOR CRIMINAL INTIMIDATION
The Mumbai Police registered a new case in connection with firing outside Salman Khan’s residence in April & arrested a 25-year-old man from Rajasthan on charges of criminal intimidation, an official said on Sunday. The accused was identified as Banwarilal Laturlal Gujar (25) from Bundi. Gurjar had allegedly uploaded a video on YouTube in which he said “Lawrence Bishnoi, Goldy Brar and other gang members are with me and I am going to kill Salman Khan as he has not apologised as yet”, the official said. PTI
UK set to feature AI candidate in elections
AI Steve is the avatar of Steven Endacott
UK will get its first AI candidate in the upcoming parliamentary elections that will happen in July. AI Steve, the AI-generated avatar of businessman Steven Endacott, is set to run as an independent candidate.
Endacott, the creator of this AI initiative, aims to use tech to connect directly with the voters.
Annual memorial lecture cultivates inner peace and learning through spiritual engagement
(L-R) Aditya Paul Berlia, Swami Sarvapriyananda, Sushma Paul Berlia, Swami Shantatmananda and Dr Neha Berlia
Commemorating the 10th anniversary of the Dr Stya Paul Memorial Lecture, the Apeejay Stya & Svran Group hosted a gathering at the auditorium of Apeejay School, Panchsheel Park. “This year’s theme Spiritualising Life: Swami Vivekananda’s Practical Vedanta, brought together leaders and thinkers to delve into integrating spirituality into daily life,” informs the school’s management team.
The team adds, “The event, attended by a spectrum of dignitaries including educational leaders, industry stalwarts, bureaucrats, diplomats and officials from industry chambers underscored the relevance of spiritual values in fostering a more compassionate and understanding global community.”
The keynote address was delivered by Swami Sarvapriyananda, Minister and Spiritual Leader from the Vedanta Society of New York. “True spirituality involves transforming every action into a spiritually enriching experience, making our mundane interactions as spiritually profound as meditation,” he explained.
“By embedding spiritual awareness into our daily routines, we elevate not just ourselves but also our communities, creating a ripple effect of mindfulness and compassion in society. Spirituality must not be confined to the solitude of retreats; it must engage with the hustle of daily life, bringing peace and clarity to our actions,” he shared.
Guest of honour Swami Shantatmananda, Head of the Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda Institute of Values, Gurgaon, reflected on the impact of such teachings on modern education systems. He lauded the education group for incorporating these values into their educational framework, significantly shaping the character and ethical perspective of young learners.
Sushma Paul Berlia, Chairman, Apeejay Stya & Svran Group talked about the legacy of her father, Dr Stya Paul. “My father’s vision was to embed the core values of integrity, service, and spiritual growth into every aspect of our educational and business practices, ensuring that our pursuits are not just successful but also socially responsible and ethically sound,” she stated.
“He taught us that true leadership springs not from authority or power, but from humility, compassion, and a desire to serve others. This lecture series is a tribute to his visionary ideals, which continue to inspire us to innovate and lead with responsibility,” Berlia added.
Berlia also emphasised the importance of sustaining this legacy of transformative education and leadership. “Let us strive to continue this journey of spiritual and moral education, ensuring that our future leaders are equipped not only with professional skills but also with a deep moral and spiritual understanding that guides their decisions,” she said.
“This annual memorial lecture stands not just as a tribute to Dr Stya Paul’s enduring legacy but also as a catalyst for ongoing discussions about the role of spirituality in leadership and modern societal challenges, inspiring attendees to lead lives enriched with purpose, integrity, and service. Aditya Paul Berlia and Dr Neha Berlia graced the occasion, who along with their brother Nishant Berlia, co-lead the group with their mother Sushma Paul Berlia,” the team adds.
Swami Sarvapriyananda
Sushma Paul Berlia
DID YOU KNOW?
The average person spends two hours dreaming each night
According to studies, we spend an average of two hours dreaming each night. REM sleep periods early in the night last 10 minutes and gradually increase in length throughout the night. However, it is difficult to say whether these times correspond with the actual length of dreams, especially since not all dreams occur during REM sleep.
Planning to host a sushi party for my friends at home: Vaani Kapoor
Vaani Kapoor says, “ I was just 11 when I was introduced to Japanese food”
CONTINUED FROM 1
‘I WAS 17 WHEN I HAD MY FIRST SUSHI’
Vaani’s first experience with sushi was when she was interning at a luxury hotel. She said, “I had just completed a tourism course in Delhi and was doing an internship at a five-star hotel. They were teaching us back-end jobs and a part of the program was to spend time with chefs and pick up skills in the kitchen. I was 17 when I had my first sushi back there. The wasabi was too pungent for me, but I developed a taste for sushi and have been a sushi fan ever since.”
‘I ENJOY VEGETARIAN SUSHI’
The Chandigarh Kare Aashiqui actress said that she can easily tuck in over a dozen su- shis at one go. “I can eat as much as 15 to 20 sushis at a time. Now I am planning to host a sushi party for my friends at home,” she shared. Talking about her favourite vegetarian sushis, she said, “Veg sushi is a very healthy option. I love binging on asparagus and tofu sushi. Veg sushis have a delicious mix of vegetables like bell peppers, avocados and asparagus that are healthy and keep you full.”
‘My best friend lived in Japan’
Vaani was introduced to Japanese cuisine in her growing-up days. She said, “When I was a kid, my best friend lived in Japan. She would come to India to see her nani during the summer holidays. We were neighbours and she would get me packets of dried seaweed, which is eaten as a snack. I was just 11 when I was introduced to Japanese food. Now, I enjoy eating nori quite often.”
Rahul-Mugdha host a musical night in Delhi Pics: Ranjit Kumar
Mugdha Veira Godse recently released a devotional song, and to celebrate her singing debut, Rahul Dev and Mugdha hosted a devotional evening in Delhi
.
Mugdha said, “This song became possible with the blessings of my spiritual master. He was the one who gave the melody and guided me. When your guru tells you something, you just follow that path. This is not just a bhajan, this is something I connect with and as an artiste I think this has been a divine experience”
JJ Valaya
“I feel blessed that we got to celebrate this evening today. Though I am not a singer, maybe I will join Mugdha next time,” said Rahul
It was a private event: Taapsee on her wedding
I don’t think I have given thoughts to my bridal look...It was a personal event. So, I did not think about issuing a press release
Taapsee Pannu tied the knot with badminton player Mathias Boe in March
Taapsee Pannu, who recently married her boyfriend Mathias Boe, said it wasn’t a secret wedding, but more like a private event. On March 23, she married Danish badminton player Mathias Boe after 11 years of dating. However, the actress hasn’t shared her bridal look on social media. When asked about it, Taapsee said, “I don’t think I have given thoughts to my bridal look... It wasn’t a secret wedding, it was a private and personal event. So, I did not think about issuing a press release.” IANS
Opportunities don’t come easy in showbiz: Krushal
I have always believed that if you have a purpose and manifest certain things, your dreams come true
Krushal Ahuja
Krushal Ahuja, currently seen playing the lead in the TV show Jhanak, had come to Mumbai a decade ago. But within a few months, he returned to Kolkata. However, he was destined to return and did so a couple of years ago and is happy that his acting career has now taken off really well. He says, “I’m shooting almost nonstop today, but I have no complaints because opportunities don’t come easy in showbiz.”
HOW IT ALL BEGAN
Krushal won the Times Fresh Face Kolkata in 2013. “That was a great beginning after which I got into modelling. Later, I enrolled for an acting course in Mumbai, but felt homesick and moved back to Kolkata. I did two Bengali TV shows there and decided to try my luck in Mumbai again. My debut Hindi TV show Rishton Ka Manjha, which ended in 2022 lasted for seven months,” shares Krushal.
‘I AM SINGLE AT THE MOMENT’
The actor was linked with Imlie actress Adrija Roy, but he denies it. He says, “Adrija and I have common friends in Kolkata and that’s how we became friends. We are not dating. I am focused on my work right now. I am single and open to a relationship, but only if it happens organically. I don’t want to date someone for the sake of it.”
Krushal with Adrija Roy
‘I have faced the casting couch’
Krushal has had his share of challenges in showbiz. He says, “I have encountered casting couch. In fact, once I was so upset that I lost my cool and had to tell the casting guy that next time I will come back with 10 more people if he said something inappropriate. I don’t understand why some people try to manipulate new actors. Of course, all this is in the past now and I am thoroughly enjoying my work now.”
Tanvi Trivedi
‘Not interested in telling local stories, local filmmakers can tell them better’
Richie Mehta is the creator of Delhi Crime and Poacher
CONTINUED FROM 1
‘ENTERTAINMENT IS A MEANS TO AN END’
Richie shared that after watching Poacher, people have been calling him to say they were unaware of how their grandmother had that bangle or a piece of decor carved from ivory in their house. Talking about why he decided to make the series, Richie said, “Without getting into controversy, we live in a very polarising world. Poacher, however, was an issue that was non-polarising. Nobody wants to see an elephant get shot in the head. I saw this and thought there are people who seem to be working tirelessly (to stop poaching).”
In response to a question on whether crime is his favourite genre, Richie shared, “I’m not much of a true crime person. I don’t watch true crime shows, although there are films that I’ve seen and really loved. I am using true crime as a device to talk about things that might not otherwise be interesting to the audience. So I am using every trick in the entertainment book to reach them.” He added, “Personally, I believe that entertainment is a means to an end, not the end itself. That is not to say there aren’t wonderful films out there, which I also enjoy watching, but that’s not something I want to do. I would much rather do corporate videos for NGOs than make a film that I don’t like.”
‘AFTER DELHI CRIME I HAD LEVERAGE, AND I DECIDED TO USE IT ON WILDLIFE CRIME’
Richie shared that among the projects he is currently working on there is a tiger trail story. Doesn’t he want to tell human stories, he was asked. “These are human stories; animals are not watching these shows. The amount of human drama involved is astounding. It’s incomprehensible what human beings are capable of, and there are people working to stop those crimes. I’m interested in very big stories that get to the heart of what we are capable of as a species. My journey is taking me to all sorts of places. I’ll be very lucky if I get to keep going.”
Richie shared that after Delhi Crime, he was offered hundreds of crime stories, military stories, big-budget stories. But he said no to all of them. “I thought, I have leverage, and I’m going to use it on wildlife crime. Let’s run with it and see what happens. I’m a big believer in taking that gamble when I’m in that position.”
Elaborating further on his choice of the stories, Richie said, “I have ten projects now, working on different things most of them are wildlife-related… As an NRI, I am not interested in telling local stories because local filmmakers can tell them better.”
‘I love researching and writing a lot, I don’t want to give it up’
Richie said that he has never used a writer’s room for any of his projects. “I have witnessed writer’s rooms before, and sometimes it’s dangerous because it is so much fun. It’s very easy to lose your way. At the end of the day, you might think it was the best creative experience, but a month later, you realise you’re far off from the point you started and are in a different world now. I think writer’s rooms are most successful with comedy because the intention of comedy is a kind of sophisticated diversion. I love researching and writing a lot, and I don’t want to give it up.”
Shefali Shah in Delhi Crime
A still from Poacher
TRIPPIN
KAPIL SHARMA is enjoying the beautiful landscape of CANADA
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BROADWAY’S BIG NIGHT
The Tony Awards, held on Sunday in New York City, recognised achievement in Broadway productions and had many celebs in attendance
Superman Henry Cavill asks fans for parenting tips on Father’s Day
Henry Cavill and Natalie Viscuso; (inset) selfie shared by Cavill on Insta
After confirming in April that he and girlfriend Natalie Viscuso are expecting a child, Henry Cavill asked fans for parenting tips on Father’s Day.
Taking to Instagram, Cavill shared a selfie while sitting in a nursery and wrote, “Oh yeah.....and Happy Father’s Day ye dads out there. Turns out I shall be joining your hallowed ranks soon! Any tips?? And don’t worry, pillows won’t be in the crib when the wee one arrives, just glue and scalpels so he or she can build Warhammer miniatures (sic).”
Viscuso also took to her Insta Story and wrote, “Happy Father’s Day to the soon-to-be father of my first child! Overflowing with love and excitement over here.” Cavill and Viscuso announced their relationship in April 2021. ANI
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