Soren gets bail as HC says no reason to believe he’s guilty
Relief For Ex-CM In Land Scam After 5 Months
Hemant Soren is welcomed home in Ranchi on Friday by wife Kalpana after his release from Birsa Munda jail
Chandrajit Mukherjee & Dhritiman Ray TNN
Ranchi: Jharkhand high court Friday ordered ex-CM Hemant Soren’s release on bail after 149 days in custody, observing that “none of the registers/revenue records” cited by ED in its land scam and money laundering probe “bear imprint of the direct involvement of the petitioner”.
“The overall conspectus of the case, based on broad probabilities, does not specifically or indirectly assign the petitioner to be involved in the acquisition and possession as well as concealment of 8.86 acres of land at Shanti Nagar, Baragain, Ranchi, connected to the pro- ceeds of crime,” the singlejudge bench of Justice Rongon Mukhopadhyay said.
In his first remarks after release, Soren said, “A story was concocted to keep me in- side jail for five months... The court delivered its order and I am out (on bail). But the judicial process is long.”
Worried, says Soren, P 16
Champai set to stay CM till state polls
Champai Soren could offer to step down as Jharkhand CM for Hemant Soren to take over the job again but the latter may not want yet another transition before assembly polls later this year, JMM general secy Supriyo Bhattacharya said. “Soren will take over (as CM) after INDIA bloc returns to office with a thumping majority.”
P 16
BATTLE OF THE UNBEATEN TITANS
BIG PICTURE
➤ It’s hard to say who is more desperate to win. An ICC trophy has eluded India for 11
years and it hasn’t won a T20 World Cup
since the inaugural edition in 2007. South Africa has never got this far in any WC, having lost 7 semis across ODIs and T20s
➤ For India, this could be the last time we see Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli play together in T20Is, and definitely the last time we see Rahul Dravid as coach. A WC win would be a fitting farewell for these stalwarts
➤ SA have won all 8 games and India 7 (1 washout). It’s the first time any team has reached a T20 WC final undefeated
➤ Rohit’s men proved in the semis that India has options other than Rishi Sunak to give England nightmares, with a 68-run rout in Guyana. S Africa hammered Afghanistan in probably the most one-sided WC semifinal ever
➤ India looks the superior team, with excellent batting depth and a superb attack. But write off Aiden Markram’s squad at your own peril, as they fight to shed the tag of ‘chokers’. Markram is the only South African skipper to win a World Cup, though in the U-19 tournament in 2014
KEY BATTLES
Jasprit Bumrah vs Quinton de Kock: A match-up to relish. SA’s highest run-getter in this tournament with 204 runs at a strike rate of 143.7 will run into the best pacer in the business
Rohit Sharma vs Marco Jansen: India’s talisman has long been susceptible to quality left-arm pace. Jansen’s
probing lines outside off- stump could pose a bother
SA middle order vs Kuldeep Yadav: Kuldeep has looked threatening in every game he has played. SA will look to their big guns in Heinrich Klaasen, David Miller and Tristan Stubbs to throw him off his plans
Rishabh Pant vs Keshav Maharaj:
Can India’s maverick No. 3 take down SA’s lead spinner?
VENUE: Kensington Oval, Bridgetown, Barbados
TIME: 8pm IST
Quinton de Kock
FULL COVERAGE P 25 & 26
On Board BW8001 With Team India, P 26
RECORD HEAT, RECORD RAIN, ENDLESS PAIN
Monsoon Makes Its Wettest Start In Decades ■ 3 Kids Die In Gr Noida Wall Collapse ■ Water On Premises Delays AIIMS Surgeries
Airport Roof Collapse Flattens Cars, Kills Cabbie; Lucky Escape For Others
Abhay & Priyangi Agarwal TNN
New Delhi: In an alarming incident that led to many red faces, the heavy downpour brought down the canopy at the forecourt of Terminal 1 at IGI Airport early on Friday morning, leaving a cab driver dead and eight people injured. This threw flights at the terminal into disarray.
A bigger tragedy was averted as eyewitnesses said around 100 people were present at the spot when the incident took place. The canopy had tilted before coming down, which allowed most of the people to escape.
The deceased was identified as Ramesh Kumar (45), who lived with his family at Vijay Vihar in Rohini. He had come to drop a passenger and was about to head home when the incident took place.
A case under IPC Sections 304A (causing death by negligence) and 337 (causing hurt by an act endangering life or personal safety of others) has been registered by police and an investigation launched. Delhi International Airport Ltd has formed a technical committee to probe the incident. Govt sources said the structure that collapsed had been erected in 2008-09.
Those undergoing treatment at different hospitals are Santosh Kumar Yadav (28), Dasarath Ahirwar (25), Arvind (34), Sahil Sudan (27) and Yogesh Dhawan (44). The injured include a cab driver, airport staff and a passenger. Three other people, all passengers, apparently told police they didn’t sustain any serious injuries.
The canopy, spanning from departure gates 1 to 2, collap- sed around 5am. Four vehicles, including the one in which a taxi driver lost his life, were crushed by the structure.
Cutters used, P 6
The canopy, spanning departure gates 1 to 2, collapsed around 5am. Four vehicles, including the one in which a cab driver lost his life, were damaged. When TOI visited the spot, it found various agencies involved in removing the debris. Some of the metal pillars supporting the structure appeared to be rusted. DIAL has announced compensation of 20L for the cabbie’s family
RAIN OF TERROR: PAGES3-6, 8, 11, 18
EDIT: In For A Stricture
128 flights hit, ops moved to T2, T3
Flight operations at T1 have been suspended, shifted to T2 and T3, and 128 flights were cancelled. Several flyers learned of the cancellations after they reached the airport. The aviation ministry said “flights have been closed till further notice”. About 200 IndiGo and SpiceJet flights operate from T1.
P 6
Ministry to airlines: Avoid steep fare hikes
The capacity crunch has led to the civil aviation ministry advising against any “steep” hike in fares to and from Delhi. This weekend was expected to see very high traffic as school summer break is ending. The ministry has asked structural engineers from IIT Delhi to “immediately assess the incident”.
P 6
AAP seeks CBI probe, ask partner Cong: BJP
AAP demanded a compensation of Rs 1 crore for the family of the cabbie and demanded a CBI probe into all central govt infrastructure projects. While AAP said the terminal was inaugurated in March, Delhi BJP countered that it was built in 2009 and AAP should question alliance partner Congress about it.
P 6
13 of family killed in accident in K’taka
Thirteen members of a family, including two children, returning from a temple after offering prayers for their new MUV were killed and four others injured early Friday when the vehicle rear-ended a sugarladen truck in Haveri in central Karnataka.
P 12
After Jio, Airtel & Voda hike tariffs
A day after Jio hiked tariffs, Bharti Airtel and Vodafone Idea followed suit and announced tariff hikes by over 20% each. Airtel raised tariffs by 10-21% across plans; Vodafone effected an increase of 13-27%.
P23
Blackmail racket via dating apps busted
Delhi police have busted a racket in which a woman allegedly trapped men on dating apps, called them to nondescript cafes, and in collusion with the staff, forced them to cough up lakhs before they could leave.
P6
US religious freedom report biased: Govt
India hit out at the US state department’s religious freedom report, saying it’s deeply biased, lacks understanding about India’s social fabric and is driven by vote bank considerations.
The Indian govt told US that “legitimate” dialogue on rights and respect for diversity should not become a licence for foreign interference. The foreign ministry said the annual exercise itself is a mix of imputations, misrepresentations, selective usage of facts, reliance on biased sources and a one-sided projection of issues.
P12
China expert Misri new foreign secretary, P 14
K’taka trust not heard, HC scraps cancellation of FCRA regn
Bengaluru: Centre for Wildlife Studies (CWS), founded by scientist K Ullas Karanth, won relief from the Karnataka high court which quashed a series of orders issued by the home ministry that led to the cancellation of its registration under FCRA, reports Vasantha Kumar. The court said “reasonable opportunity of being heard” could not be restricted to issuing show-cause notice, and said this rendered the action unsustainable.
In a series of flip-flops, MHA slapped a suspension order on CWS under Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act on March 5, 2021, extended it, and again cancelled it on Sept 4, 2023 following a show-cause notice on Dec 3, 2021. CWS challenged it, saying a personal hearing under Section 14(2) of the FCRA Act was not given to Karanth.
‘Not limited’, P 18
Highest June Day Rainfall In 88 Years Leaves Five Dead & A Flood Of Woes
A car lies submerged in a rainwater-filled Mangi Bridge next to Red Fort on Friday; (right) a car falls into a caved-in section of a road in northwest Delhi’s Rohini locality
Kushagra.Dixit@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: Scorched and parched by record heat and dry spell over the past two months, Delhiites had been yearning for the monsoon. But when it arrived unexpectedly on Friday morning, it brought with it a deluge the likes of which the city hadn’t seen in nearly three decades.
The city’s base station Safdarjung recorded 228.1mm of rain in 24 hours — the highest on a single day since 1996 and the wettest day in June since 1936 — with as much as 148.5mm falling in just three hours from 2.30am to 5.30am.
IMD promptly declared the arrival of monsoon in Delhi, revising its earlier onset forecast of May 29-30. The agency had forecast light to moderate rain for Friday but Safdarjung recorded “extremely heavy” showers, turning it into a day of traffic trauma and rain-related mishaps. In Vasant Vihar, three labourers fell into a rainwater-filled pit at a construction site and were feared dead, with search still on to find the bodies. Two boys, aged 8and 10, drowned in a ditch in northeast Delhi’s New Usmanpur. In Greater Noida, three kids died in a wall collapse. Flooding across Delhi with a traffic gridlock and waterlogged underpasses – with spots like Minto Bridge and Pragati tunnel turning into ri- vers as drain capacities were breached – forced office-goers to rework their schedules.
Alert for next 2 days, P 4
EDIT PG: How To Tackle Our Cities’ Monsoon Mess
Traffic nightmare as jams on 376 stretches
As many as 68 major locations and 308 other stretches in the city witnessed traffic jams as roads were flooded with rainwater, or blocked by fallen trees and vehicles that had broken down.
P5
Pragati tunnel goes under, shut down
The showpiece Pragati Maidan transit corridor, inaugurated by the PM just two years ago, was flooded once again and inaccessible to commuters. So was the Minto bridge underpass.
P4
Again, desilting work a washout
Supervision over agencies involved in desilting drains seemed to be missing and work that should’ve been done by June 15 fell short again, leading to flooded roads on the first monsoon’s day.
P5
NEET ruckus rocks Parl as oppn demands debate and forces adjournments
New Delhi: Parliament witnessed stormy scenes Friday as a combative opposition demanded an urgent discussion on the NEET-UG issue with Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla adjourning the House within 15 minutes in the morning. Repeated adjournments hit Rajya Sabha over the same issue.
“There’s a difference between protest on road and protest inside the House. Don’t you (opposition) want the House to run? Don’t you want to discuss NEET during the motion of thanks discussion?” Birla asked. Leader of opposition in LS Rahul Gandhi said, “India bloc wants to have a constructive debate with govt on NEET paper leak. It’s unfortunate we weren’t allowed to do so in Parliament today.” TNN
P 12
Ready to debate, but oppn must behave: Pradhan, P 12
CBI widens Guj net, says more may be involved, P 20
8 Raj medical students under lens, 2 detained, P 20
NTA announces new dates for 3 tests
NTA has announced new dates for NCET, 2024 (July 10), CSIR-UGC-NET (July 25 to 27) and UGC-NET (Aug 25 to Sept 4). The Centre cancelled UGCNET on June 19, a day after it had been held, following reports of question paper leak. NCET was also held and scrapped. CSIR-UGC-NET was postponed as precaution. TNN
CBI arrests J’khand principal, his deputy
CBI on Friday arrested three people, including principal Ehsanul Haque and viceprincipal Md Imtiaz of Hazaribag’s Oasis School in the NEET case. Haque’s call records show he had been in touch with members of the paper leak mafia, CBI claimed. The agency also quizzed 13 suspects arrested by Patna police.
P20
Dems panic as Biden bumbles and mumbles in prez debate vs Trump
Chidanand Rajghatta TNN
Washington: US Democrats are in panic mode after a disastrous presidential debate on Thursday night in which their presumptive nominee Joe Biden (81) had what can charitably be described as several senior moments, including a brain freeze that became a gif that will keep on giving.
The President’s performance was so sketchy and shaky that some Democrats are suggesting he should step down and allow the party convention to nominate a new, younger candidate to take on Donald Trump, 78, whose performan ce at the debate was shallow and superficial but who at least projected confidence along with his familiar bluster.
In contrast, Biden came across as frail and feeble. Spea- king in a thin, raspy voice — he was ostensibly recovering from a cold — Biden was disjointed, his voice trailing off.
Related reports, P 21
EDIT PG: Joe, Bye Then?
‘Lavish’ lunch upsets Himanta
Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma expressed “extreme displeasure” over an elaborate menu, which included non-vegetarian dishes, served during a cabinet meeting on Thursday, reports Kangkan Kalita. Despite directives for a simple vegetarian meal, the menu included several meat and fish items, sparking criticism on social media. On Friday, Sarma issued a letter to deputy commissioner Varnali Deka, with a copy to state chief secretary Ravi Kota, emphasizing the breach of his office’s directive and criticising the array of dishes served.
6 engineers suspended for Ayodhya Ram Path cave-in
Lucknow: Three days after parts of the newly constructed Ram Path in Ayodhya, leading to the Ram Temple, caved in following the first pre-monsoon rain, UP govt has suspended six engineers — three each of PWD and Jal Nigam — for negligence and dereliction of duty, reports Neha Lalchandani.
A notice was also served on Bhugan Infracon Pvt Ltd of Ahmedabad, Gujarat, responsible for some of the civil work in the city.
PWD executive engineer Dhruv Aggarwal, assistant engineer Anuj Deshwal and junior engineer Prabhat Pandey got the stick for poor road construction.
Jal Nigam’s Anand Kumar Dubey (executive engineer), Rajendra Kumar Yadav (assistant engineer) and Mohammad Shahid (junior engineer) were suspended for drainage problems that led to waterlogging in several parts of the city.
USCIRF report biased, driven by vote bank considerations: India
MEA said it has also raised with American authorities ‘political space to advocates of extremism and terrorism abroad’
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi:India hit out at the US state department religious freedom report, saying it’s deeply biased, lacks understanding about India’s social fabric and is driven by vote bank considerations. In a lengthy response, Indian govt also told US that the “legitimate” dialogue on human rights and respect for diversity should not become a licence for foreign interference in other polities.
As it slammed the report, the foreign ministry said it has also raised with American authorities “political space to advocates of extremism and terrorism abroad”.
Releasing the annual report on religious freedom around the world this week, secretary of state Antony Blinken had said that there’s a concerning increase in anti-conversion laws, hate speech, demolitions of homes and places of worship for members of minority faith com- munities in India.
Rejecting the report, MEA said that the exercise itself is a mix of imputations, misrepresentations, selective usage of facts, reliance on biased sources and a one sided projection of issues. “This extends even to the depiction of our Constitutional provisions and duly enacted laws of India. It has selectively picked incidents to advance a pre-conceived narrative as well,” said MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal.
In some cases, he said, the very validity of laws and regulations are questioned by the report, as are the right of legislatures to enact them. The report also appears to challenge the integrity of certain legal judgments given by Indian courts, added the official.
While there’s little risk of US taking any action against India, like including it in its annual black list of countries violating religious freedom, Indian govt sees such reports and remarks as pinpricks not in consonance with the growing strategic partnership between the two democracies.
According to Indian govt, the report has also targeted regulations that monitor misuse of financial flows into India. “Suggesting that the burden of compliance is unreasonable, it seeks to question the need for such measures. On its own part, US the United States has even more stringent laws and regulations and would surely not prescribe such solutions for itself,” said the official.
Acknowledging human rights and respect for diversity as a legitimate subject of discussion between the countries, govt said it has itself raised concerns over violation of rights in US.
Cong brass caught in Sidda-DKS shadow fight for K’taka CM chair
TROUBLE BREWING: The tug-of-war between Siddaramaiah and Shivakumar, which was until now in the shadows, is threatening to come out in the open
ManuAiyappa.Kanathanda@timesgroup.com
Bengaluru/Tumakuru: Congress high command is under fire for its handling of the row over demands for a change at the helm of its govt in Karnataka, with critics accusing it of failing to address infighting.
The tug-of-war for the top job between chief minister Siddaramaiah and his deputy DK Shivakumar, which was until now in the shadows, is threatening to come out in the open. While Shivakumar is reportedly hopeful Siddaramaiah will relinquish his position midway through the govt’s five-year term, Siddaramaiah has shown no inclination tostep down.
While Siddaramaiah and Shivakumar have said very little in public, support- ers of the two have kept the fire burning with demands for more deputy CMs. This goes to the heart of the squabble which erupted soon after Congress’ thumping victory in last year’s assembly elections. When Shivakumar reportedly pushed for the CM post, party brass is said to have placated him with the exclusive position of deputy CM.
But now, those close to Siddaramaiah are de- manding additional deputy CM posts — in what is seen as a bid to curb Shivakumar’s influence in the part and govt — while Shivakumar’s supporters want Siddaramaiah to quit and hand over the reins to the Kanakapura strongman.
This has created a challenging scenario for the party’s central brass which, critics say, had merely watched from the sidelines.
“This lack of action is affecting governance as uncertainty continues to swirl. High command should engage with both functionaries and clarify the situation regarding a change and put an end to speculation,” political analyst Vishwas Shetty said.
Psephologist Sandeep Shastri suggested that Congress brass is weighing its options given LS polls and emerging national trends.
Identity thief takes police, courts for a ride
It all started in 2002 when the clerk, Palani, befriended a woman, Lourdu Mary, introducing himself as ‘Panneerselvam’
Selvaraj.A@timesgroup.com
Chennai: In a case of incredible impersonation, a clerk working in an advocate’s office took police, prosecution as well as courts — from sessions court to Supreme Court — for a ride for 15 years. The clerk fought a case of domestic violence slapped against him at all levels of judiciary using his elder brother’s identity and is now absconding after SC upheld Madras HC’s verdict convicting him.
It all started in 2002 when the clerk, Palani, befriended a woman, Lourdu Mary, introducing himself as ‘Panneer- selvam’. He told Mary that his family calls him ‘Palani’. The duo started a live-in relationship and had two children.
But seven years down the line, ties soured after Palani attacked Mary and one of the kids following a quarrel.
Based on Mary’s complaint, he was booked for attempt to murder and for offences under Juvenile Justice Act, and arrested. In Mary’s complaint, FIR and court records, he was named ‘Panneerselvam’.
Those were the pre-Aadhar card days. As Palani and his brother didn’t look very different, police bought into his claim, inspector Perundurai R Murugan of Kodambakkam police station said.
In 2018, a sessions court convicted Palani, but he went in appeal, first in HC then in SC. Earlier this year, SC ordered ‘Panneerselvam’ to surrender before the trial court and serve a three-year prison term. Subsequently, the trial court issued a nonbailable warrant when he failed to surrender.
The impersonation was discovered earlier this month, when a police team assigned to nab the absconding convict tracked ‘Panneerselvam’ to Kancheepuram, only to realise that he was the convict’s elder brother.
While police are searching for the absconding Palani, it is not clear as to how they will arrest him even if he is traced. Though Palani is the offender, court papers would show ‘Panneerselvam’ as the suspect who was tried and convicted.
13 returning from temple killed in crash
Haveri:Thirteen members of an extended family, including two children, were killed and four others injured early Friday when their Tempo Traveller rear-ended a parked sugar-laden truck at high speed in Karnataka’s Haveri while returning from a temple trip where they had offered prayers for the recently purchased MUV, reportsBasavaraj Maralihalli.
“While 11 were killed on the spot, two died after they were taken to hospital,” said SP Anshu Kumar Srivastava about the crash on Pune-Bengaluru National Highway 48 at 3.30am. Chief minister Siddaramaiah announced a Rs 2 lakh compensation for the next of kin of each person killed, while district in-charge minister Shivanand Patil made a personal contribution of Rs 50,000 to the family of each deceased.
The victims were returning after visiting a temple in Belagavi district’s Raibag, offering prayers to the family deity Goddess Mayakka and seeking blessings for the new passenger bus.
Combative Oppn Stalls House Over NEET
Rahul Claims Mic Switched Off, Speaker Says No Such Provision
Rijiju said it had never happened that the House discussed any issue before a debate on the motion of thanks on the President’s address
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: Both Houses of Parliament witnessed stormy scenes on Friday over the opposition’s demand for a discussion on alleged irregularities in the conduct of NEET-UG with Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla adjourning the House within 15 minutes in the morning.
Rajya Sabha saw repeated adjournments as opposition parties sought an immediate discussion even as the House took up the motion of thanks on the President’s address.
In Lok Sabha, opposition benches refused to allow the House to transact business till a discussion was held on NEET and other exam-related issues. Birla adjourned the House soon after obituary references were over as the opposition, led by Rahul Gandhi, refused to relent. The House was first adjourned till 12 noon and later for the day.
Birla and parliamentary affairs minister Kiren Rijiju told opposition members that they could discuss the matter during the course of the motion of thanks on the President’s address. “There is a difference between protest on the road and protest inside the House. You (opposition) don’t want the House to run? You don’t want to discuss NEET during the motion of thanks discussion?” Birla asked.
Rijiju said it had never happened that the House discussed any issue before a debate on the motion of thanks on the President’s address.
Rahul alleged that his mike was switched off as he was trying to speak, to which the Speaker said he had no provision to switch off the mike of any member.
Rahul later said in a video statement, “India bloc wants to have a constructive debate with govt on NEET exam and the paper leak issue. It is unfortunate that we were not allowed to do so in Parliament today.”
“We wanted to give a joint message to students on behalf of opposition and govt that we consider this an im- portant issue,” he added.
Similar scenes unfolded in Rajya Sabha. Opposition members, including leader of opposition Mallikarjun Kharge, trooped into the well of the House and kept up their protests amid repeated adjournments. An upset chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar said, “It was very painful for me, unbelievable for me, that Mallikarjun Kharge, a leader with parliamentary experience of over five decades... walked into the well of the House. What I have seen is that this institution was tarnished, tainted and demeaned.”
Leader of House J P Nadda asked Congress why it first agreed to a discussion on the President’s address during the business advisory committee meeting on Thursday and then submitted notices for suspension of business to discuss NEET.
Outside the House, Kharge said it was not his intention to enter the well but he did so as he was not being seen and heard by the Chair.
When the House reassembled at 2 pm, BJP’s Sudhanshu Trivedi, who earlier initiated the discussion on the motion of thanks, but was repeatedly interrupted. BJP members participated in the discussion amid a walkout by opposition parties.
Govt refused debate on PM advice: Rahul
Rahul Gandhi claimed govt refused a debate on NEET in Parliament on directions of PM Modi. It is “sad” that Modi, who should be leading the debate, is averse to having one when paper leaks have become rampant and the system is plagued with corruption and mismanagement, he added.
He said opposition’s concern stems from the fact that 70 exam papers have leaked in seven years, causing anxiety and pain to crores of families. “Everybody knows people made thousands of crores,” he said.
Congress slammed “switching off” of the mic when Rahul tried to raise issue in Lok Sabha. Congress House managers Gaurav Gogoi, Manickam Tagore and Deepender Hooda issued video statements criticising the “silencing” of the leader of opposition.
TNN
Govt ready for debate, as per protocol: Min
Appealing to the opposition not to confuse students, education minister Dharmendra Pradhan on Friday said govt was open to discussing irregularities in the conduct of NEET but emphasised that a discussion should follow protocols and maintain decorum. “When govt is ready to present its side, where is the confusion? We are committed to taking strictest action, and CBI will apprehend everyone involved,” he said. Alongside, Centre’s high level panel on examination reforms is soliciting suggestions from stake holders until July 7.
“The President spoke about it in her speech yesterday, indicating govt’s readiness to address any issue,” Pradhan told reporters. He stressed that govt was aware of its responsibility towards the youth and students.
TNN
Navy Lt held for ‘trafficking’ to South Korea
Mumbai: Mumbai crime branch has arrested Vipin Dogra, a Navy lieutenant, for sending people to South Korea on forged documents, reports S Ahmed Ali.
Dogra was produced before the 37th metropolitan magistrate court and remanded in police custody. When the 37th metropolitan magistrate, Y Patil, asked him if he had anything to say, Dogra admitted his mistake .
A crime branch official said they received information that there were some people who were using forged documents to apply for South Korean visas. Datta Nalawade, DCP (crime), said under the modus operandi, on reaching South Korea, the applicant would destroy the visa and the passport and seek asylum in that country. “Investigations revealed that Dogra was part of a gang of traffickers.”
TOIFA Awards to reward best in content & creativity on OTT
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Mumbai: In a pioneering move to reward creativity in the thriving space of OTT entertainment, The Times of India (BCCL) on Friday announced the launch of the inaugural ‘Times of India Film Awards (TOIFA)’ OTT Edition 2023 at a press conference in Santacruz, Mumbai.
The awards ceremony will take p lace in the last week of July.
TOIFA-OTT is an awards ceremony dedicated to the OTT platform, which is the new medium of the modern age. Web films and series have captured the imagination of audiences— as well as a large share of the entertainment market. The content is robust and has now got another means of recognition.
On Friday, Sivakumar Sundaram, CEO – Publishing and Executive Director of Bennett, Coleman & Company Ltd (BCCL), Siddharth Roy Kapur, Founder, Roy Kapur Films, and Shibasish Sarkar, President of the Producers Guild of India, announced that TOIFA will fete the best in streaming content.
TOIFA will honour and celebrate exemplary talent in acting, content creation and technical prowess in online Hindi films and series that premiered on streaming platforms between Jan 1, 2023 and Dec 31, 2023.
The event began with the unveiling of the magnificent TOIFA OTT trophy, which is carved in black and light blue, depicting a film reel upon the crown.
The awards are being mentored by an Advisory Council comprising industry stalwarts such as Rajkumar Hirani, Shoojit Sircar, Sameer Nair, Siddharth Roy Kapur, Nikkhil Advani, Aanand LRai, Guneet Monga Kapoor, Raveena Tandon and Madhureeta Mukherjee.
Another feather in the cap is that TOIFA will have the largest jury of any film awards ceremony in the country. To this end, it has partnered with the Producers Guild of India whose 175 m embers have been requested to vote.
TOIFA will impart a much-needed transparency, credibility and objectivity to the entire awards ecosystem. Moreover, the process will be audited by EY.
Sivakumar Sundaram said, “TOIFA has emerged as the definitive a wards platform for the Indian film industry. This year, recognising the increasing significance of streaming platforms, we are delighted to launch the TOIFA – Hindi OTT edition. Through a rigorous voting process in partnership with the Producers Guild of India, we will celebrate outstanding talent in 28 different award categories on OTT.”
Shibasish Sarkar of the Guild said, “We are delighted to partner with the TOIFA OTT Awards and are confident that they will provide credible and prestigious recognition for outstanding work in the streaming space. Especially so, as the jury/academy comprising Producers Guild of India members will be voting.”
Siddharth Roy Kapur said, “I am pleased to join the Advisory Council. The initial scepticism about ‘yet another awards function’ quickly wore off. I was impressed by the commitment of the organi- sers to create a credible and respected platform that will recognise excellence in streaming. This aligns well with our shared goal of celebrating exceptional talent across all creative and technical disciplines in the industry.”
This ceremonious moment was followed by an in depth exposition of the award categories by the Advisory Council.
The TOIFA OTT Edition 2023 is presented by K Rasa, co-powered by Goldiee Masale & KPT Pipes in association with Usha Kakade Productions & Amante!
FATF: India has reached high level of compliance to curb laundering
But Stresses Need To Boost Steps In Some Non-Financial Sectors
India has been placed in the ‘regular follow-up’ category, along with four other G20 members, the finance ministry said
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: Financial Action Task Force has said that India has reached a high level of technical compliance and backed its anti-money laundering and counter terror financing efforts, while underlining the need for improvements to strengthen supervision and implementation of preventive measures in some non-financial sectors and address delays in concluding prosecutions. It also sought checks to prevent the nonprofit sector from being abused for terror financing.
India has been placed in the “regular follow-up” category, along with four other G20 members, the finance ministry said.
Following an evaluation of the Indian regime, the agency that leads the action to tackle money laundering, terrorist and proliferation financing, said the good results included access to basic and beneficial ownership information, use of financial intelligence, and depriving criminals of their assets and counter-proliferation financing measures.
MEA called it a good and an astounding outcome for India. “It is a significant achievement in that sense,” said the spokesperson.
Govt sources said they were waiting for FATF to publish its r eport, which will g ive detailed recommended actions, which will be analysed in detail. “India has also developed an action plan as part of its national risk assessment. A fresh national risk assessment is also due in 2025 and all the issues flagged by FATF will be addressed in due course. But, again the issues flagged by FATF are not significant deficiencies,” said a source.
Commenting on the nonfinancial sector, sources said players such as real estate agents, dealers in precious metals and stones, professional accountants, virtual asset service providers were brought under PMLArecently and India substantiated the sustainability of the framework.
“India’s performance on FATF Mutual Evaluation holds significant advantages for the country’s growing economy, as it demonstrates the overall stability and in- tegrity of the financial system. Good ratings will lead to better access to global financial markets and institutions and increase investor confidence. It will also help in the global expansion of UPI,” an official statement said.
It said that FAT F recognised govt’s efforts in measures implemented to transition from a cash-based to a digital economy to reduce money laundering (ML) and terror financing (TF) risks, as well as steps on financial inclusion.
“This recognition from the FATF is a testament to the rigorous and effective measures implemented by India over the last 10 years to safeguard its financial system from ML/TF threats. It underscores the country’s commitment to international standards and its proactive stance in the global fight against financial crimes,” the statement said.
In what was probably a reference to Pakistan, which was until recently on the “gray list”, the govt said: “This sets a benchmark for countries in our region to effectively implement international standards on terrorist financing.”
FATF also took Turkey, often linked to dirty money, out of the gray list.
China expert Misri is new foreign secy
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: Govt announced Friday deputy NSA Vikram Misri, an IFS officer of 1989 batch, will take over as foreign secretary from incumbent Vinay Kwatra on July 15. While there has been no formal word yet, Kwatra is widely tipped to be the next Indian ambassador to the US.
Before joining as deputy NSA, Misri’s most high-profile posting was as ambassador to China from early 2019 to 2021. Misri handled relations with Beijing during one of the most tumultuous periods in the bilateral ties in recent times that saw the eruption of the ongoing military standoff in eastern Ladakh in May 2000 and the subsequent Galwan clash from which the relationship is yet to recover.
Speaking a month after the clash in 2020, Misri had said the only way to resolve the standoff was for China to realise that trying to change the status quo by resorting to force or coercion, is not the right way forward.
He had then warned China that such actions won’t just damage the peace and tranquility that existed at the border earlier but will also have “ripples and repercus- sions” for the broader bilateral relationship.
Misri, who has worked as private secretary to three PMs — I K Gujral, Manmohan Singh and Narendra Modi, is also well versed in neighbourhood affairs as he has served as India’s ambassador to Myanmar and also in Pakistan and Sri Lanka in different capacities. He has also served as ambassador to Spain and as political counselor in the Indian embassy in Washington. Misri has worked a joint secretary in the PMO too.
The appointments committee of the Cabinet has approved the name of Misrito the post of foreign secretary with effect from July 15, an official notification said.
We oppose unilater al actions in SCS: MEA
Amid the growing threat of violence between China and the Philippines in South China Sea, India said Friday it opposes unilateral actions seeking to change the status quo by force in the region. Tensions between China and the Philippines escalated following a clash between their security personnel a few days ago in the South China Sea.
“We oppose destabilising or unilateral actions that seek to change the status quo by force or coercion as well. And we underline the need for peaceful settlement of disputes,” external affairs ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said.
TNN
TOI EXPLAINS
What’s worse? Marriage fraud or forced labour?
Per new criminal laws that will come into force from July 1, fraudulent marriage carries a 7-yr jail term but forcing someone to work for you is punishable with only a year in jail. While BNS is more transparent and efficient than British-era laws, it misses the opportunity to meaningfully overhaul justice delivery system
Naveed Mehmood Ahmad, Ayushi Sharma & Aayush Mallik
Three new criminal laws are set to come into force on July 1, marking a significant landmark in the evolution of India’s criminal justice system (CJS). These laws will replace nearly 200-year-old laws that laid the edifice of India’s CJS.
The Indian Penal Code of 1860, the Indian Evidence Act of 1872, and the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1973 will now be replaced by the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (BNS), the Bharatiya Nagrik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS), and the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023 (BSA), respectively.
Dismantling A Colonial System
These laws are significant for their acknowledgement of the deep-rooted colonial influences plaguing India’s CJS. They are also important for underlining the need to establish a system that prioritises justice over punishment.
Colonial lawmakers, shaped by racial biases, defined crime and punishment for India in ways that reinforced their control over the native Indian population. Similarly, through special laws, oppressive policing practices were institutionalised, communities were criminalised and widespread surveillance was enabled.
Transparency & Efficiency
The new laws do take some steps to remedy this. By instituting community service, prescribing procedural timelines, mandating the police to update victims on the progress in investigation, making videography of search and seizure compulsory, and allowing electronic FIR filing and trials, these laws signify a progressive shift towards transparency, efficiency and contemporaneity.
Colonial Penal Mindset
However, these laws significantly fall short of their stated aim to make a system that prioritises justice over punishment. This is evident from the retention of wide police powers and offences that have the potential for misuse to suppress free speech and dissent.
More importantly, the new laws retain an outdated colonial penal mindset that over-relies on deterrence. This is reflected in their prescription of long-term imprisonments, the death penalty, and increased mandatory minimum sentences for many offences. This has been done without laying down any clear expectation — reformative or rehabilitative — from these punishments.
Punishments Lack Rationale
Punishments under BNS seem to have been prescribed without any underlying rationale. No apparent method seems to have been used to arrive at the form of punishment, the duration of imprisonment, the nature of imprisonment or the amount of fine. In fact, it is perplexing how the law decides that some offences are to be punished with imprisonment alone, while others with imprisonment and fines. Similarly, there is no clear explanation for why some offences attract simple imprisonment, while others attract rigorous imprisonment.
This may very well be because of our reliance on the prescription of punishments under the IPC, and, consequently, the colonial logic. Except for the addition of community service as a form of punishment, BNS retains the same punishments, and with them the existing arbitrariness and inconsistencies.
Arbitrariness In Jail Terms
Even as the principle of proportionality calls for punishments to be reflective of the gravity of the offence, BNS often prescribes the same term of imprisonment for offences of varying gravities, and different punishments for similar offences . For instance:
● Making false statements on oath or affirmation [Section 216, BNS] is punishable with imprisonment up to 3 years and so is subjecting a woman to cruelty [Section 85, BNS].
● Defamation [Section 356(2), BNS] and concealment of birth by secret disposal of a dead body [Section 94, BNS] attract the same punishment of imprisonment up to 2 years.
● Selling a minor child for the purpose of prostitution is punishable with im- prisonment up to 10 years [Section 98, BNS], while buying a minor child for the purpose of prostitution is punishable with imprisonment up to 14 years [Section 99, BNS].
Perhaps most concerning are cases where serious offences attract lesser punishment than relatively less serious offences. For instance, fraudulently going through a marriage ceremony carries a maximum imprisonment of 7 years [Section 83, BNS], while unlawfully compelling a person to labour is punishable with imprisonment up to 1 year [Section 146, BNS], and cruelty [Section 85, BNS] and sexual harassment [Section 75, BNS] are punishable with imprisonment up to 3 years.
Disproportionate Use Of Life Term
BNS prescribes life imprisonment for some offences and not for other graver offences, without any plausible rationale. The general pattern is that life imprisonment is awarded for grave of- fences such as murder [Section 103, BNS], dowry death [Section 80, BNS], rape of minor [Section 65, BNS], gang rape [Section 70] etc.
Compared to these, life imprisonment seems highly disproportionate for offences such as counterfeiting device or mark used for authenticating documents [Section 342, BNS], or possessing forged court records or public register, knowing it to be forged and intending to use it as genuine [Section 339, BNS].
Interestingly, while fraudulent cancellation of a will, authority to adopt or valuable security can attract imprisonment up to 7 years or life imprisonment, the buying, hiring or obtaining a child for prostitution attracts maximum 14 years but no life imprisonment.
Rationale For Fines?
The prescription of fines under BNS is also considerably inconsistent. While most offences carry fines with imprisonment, some offences do not carry any fine at all. For instance, offences such as acid attack [Section 124, BNS], murder [Section 103, BNS] and public servant disobeying law with intent to cause injury to any person [Section 198] are punishable with fines in addition to imprisonment. In contrast, offences such as rape causing permanent vegetative state of victim [Section 66, BNS], rape causing death [Section 66, BNS] and dowry death [Section 80, BNS] do not carry any fines.
Some Fines Rehabilitative, Others Are Not
For some offences, the fine prescribed is stipulated to be rehabilitative and restorative, but not for all. For offences such as rape of a woman under 16 or 12 years of age [Section 65, BNS], gang rape or gang rape of a minor [Section 70, BNS], fine is stipulated to be just and reasonable to meet the medical expenses and for rehabilitation of the victim. A similar stipulation does not exist for many offences such as rape or aggravated rape [Section 64, BNS] and sexual intercourse by a person in a position of authority [Section 68, BNS].
Inconsistency In Fine Amount
While some offences have predetermined fines, others lack any specified amount. Even when specified, the fines often bear no correlation to the nature or gravity of the offence.
For instance, doing any obscene act in any public place [Section 296, BNS] and making atmosphere noxious to health [Section 280, BNS] attract the same fine of Rs 1,000, despite the offences being extremely different in nature. Similarly, fouling water of a public spring or reservoir [Section 279, BNS] is punishable with fine up to Rs 5,000, even though the nature of the act is similar to offence of making atmosphere noxious to health.
Hesitant Adoption Of Community Service
Community service is essentially work which the court may order any convict to perform without any entitlement to any remuneration, and which benefits the community. BNS has introduced community service as a new form of punishment for six offences such as public servant unlawfully engaging in trade [Section 202, BNS], misconduct in public by a drunken person [Section 355, BNS], defamation [Section 356(2)], etc.
Though the Statement of Object & Reasons of the BNS stated that community service was being introduced as a punishment for petty offences, it remains limited to a handful of offences. Several other petty offences, such as committing a public nuisance [Section 292, BNS], remain outside the ambit of community service.
Finding ‘Nyaya’ In Sanhita
The colonial penal policy relied on punishments to instil fear and serve as a tool to control the local population, which was seen as ‘irreformable’ and as ‘aboriginal savages’.
Despite its name emphasising ‘justice’, BNS has missed the opportunity to revisit this approach and root the system in ideas of reform, rehabilitation and restitution. Establishing clear principles to determine the appropriate nature and terms of punishments could have significantly reduced the arbitrariness inherent in the system, but unfortunately, that opportunity also seems to have been missed, at least for now.
The writers are with the Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy
I may be CM, but Hemant is JMM’s spearhead: Champai
‘CM May Offer To Quit, But Hemant May Ask ‘Chacha’ To Continue’
Jharkhand CM Champai Soren (left) with Hemant Soren on Friday. Champai is No. 3 in the JMM hierarchy after Shibu Soren and Hemant
Dhritiman.Ray@timesgroup.com
Ranchi: Champai Soren could offer to step down as Jharkhand CM for his predecessor Hemant Soren to take over the job again but the latter possibly wouldn’t want a baton change before assembly polls later this year, the party’s general secretary and national spokesperson Supriyo Bhattacharya said Friday.
“In all likelihood, he (Hemant Soren) will ask his chacha (uncle) to complete the remainder of his tenure,” Bhattacharya told TOI.
Hemant, executive president of JMM, will be the party’s face going into campaigning for the assembly polls. “He will take over (the chief ministership) after the INDIA bloc returns to office with a thumping majority,” the JMM spokesperson said.
Before Hemant’s release on bail in the land scam case, there was speculation that his wife Kalpana Murmu Soren would replace Champai. This was after she won the byelection to the Gandey segment in Giridih district.
BJP’s state unit spoke of a widening rift in the JMM camp, involving Champai and Kalpana, over the chief minister’s chair. JMM dismissed any such possibility.
Champai is credited with galvanising JMM in Hemant’s absence and leading the party to three significant victories in the Lok Sabha polls and helping INDIA bloc stave off BJP’s challenge in all five tribal-dominant seats.
Hours after high court gave Hemant bail, Champai wrote on X (formerly Twitter), “Satyameva Jayate! Satya pareshan ho sakta hai, parajit nahi(The truth can be under stress but not defeated).”
He told the media after a cabinet meeting that he may be the CM, but Hemant was JMM’s spearhead. “We contested the LS elections with Hemant’s face in the forefront. He will be our natural leader and JMM’s face in the assembly elections.”
On whether he intended to make way for Hemant as CM, Champai said, “A decision in this regard will be taken by the party and its allies.”
Champai, MLA from Seraikela, was a minister in Hemant’s cabinet and No. 3 in the JMM hierarchy after Shibu Soren and his son, was sworn in as CM on Feb 2.
Worried at way netas, writers are being jailed, gagged: Soren
Continued from P1
Soren, who had resigned as Jharkhand chief minister hours before his Jan 31 arrest to pave the way for Champai Soren to take over, walked out of Ranchi’s Birsa Munda jail to chants of “jail ka tala toot gaya, Hemant Soren chhoot gaya” from a crowd of supporters.
“The Delhi CM (Arvind Kejriwal) is in jail... At times I get worried at the way politicians, CMs, ministers, social workers, writers and journalists are being imprisoned in recent times in an effort to muffle their voices,” he said.
ED has alleged that Soren misused his position as CM to “unlawfully” acquire the land in Baragain. It said witnesses it had examined alleged Soren’s involvement.
Additional solicitor general S V Raju, representing ED, said Soren’s media consultant Abhishek Prasad had informed the agency that the ex-CM had instructed him to influence circle office employees of Baragain into altering official documents to change the nature and ownership of the land in the revenue records.He also mentioned that ED seized from Vinod Kumar, an aide of Soren, a construction plan for a banquet hall on the disputed land. The location and dimension of the land matches the 8.86-acre plot, the additional solicitor general said.
In the courtroom, Soren’s counsel and SC advocate Kapil Sibal accused ED of tampering with evidence and producing false documents to frame his client in the land case. “The original landown- er, Raj Kumar Pahan, filed for restoration of the land in his name and this has already been processed,” he said.
Justice Mukhopadhyay, who completed hearing on Soren’s bail plea on June 12 and reserved his order, said there was no reason for the alleged oustees not to have approached the authorities for redress if Soren acquired and possessed the land when he was not in govt.
Flanked by his wife, Gandey MLA Kalpana Murmu Soren, and senior JMM functionaries, Soren said his time in jail was an anxious period for Jharkhand’s indigenous communities.
‘Soren release will help INDIA in polls’
Upbeat after the release of Hemant Soren, JMM and other constituents of INDIA bloc said the Jharkhand HC verdict would greatly impact the outcome of the upcoming assembly elections in the state and “reduce BJP’s tally to a single digit”. Jharkhand Congress president Rajesh Thakur said this would become a big issue in the assembly polls and “BJP will shrink completely in Jharkhand”. RJD’s Tejashwi Yadav said a false case was slapped against Soren to settle a political score.
TNN
Man who killed beggar to fake his death for `60L held after 17 yrs
Agra: In a breakthrough in a 17-year-old insurance fraud case involving a beggar’s death, 62-year-old Ramveer Singh, who was in hiding, was arrested in GB Nagar, police said Friday, reports Deepak Lavania.
On July 30, 2006, a car crashed near Agra Fort, catching fire and burning the driver alive. The vehicle was registered to Vijaypal Singh’s son, Anil Singh. Vijaypal’s “family friend” Ramveer Singh also identified the body as Anil’s.
However, after investigation, police said the case involved embezzlement of insurance money, and the accused had, in fact, dressed a beggar in his own clothes and burned him alive in the car.
It was the Ahmedabad crime branch that uncovered the case by arresting the main accused Anil who was earlier thought to be “dead”. Anil had an insurance policy of Rs 60 lakh and after obtaining his own “death certificate”, the policy amount was claimed.
In pre-poll budget, Shinde govt woos women, farmers with sops
New Schemes To Put `96,000 Crore Burden On Maha
Maharashtra finance minister Ajit Pawar and MoS Deepak Kesarkar. The subsidy for women is patterned on MP govt’s Ladli Behna Yojana which was key to its return to office
Priyanka.Kakodkar@timesgroup.com
Mumbai:After managing to win only 17 of 48 seats in the state in Lok Sabha polls, the Eknath Shinde govt pulled out all stops in its last budget before the assembly elections expected in Oct. The populist budget, tabled in the legislature on Friday, showered an array of sops on groups including women, youth, farmers, marginalised groups and the poor, including a Rs 1,500 subsidy for eligible women aged 21 to 60 each month patterned on Madhya Pradesh govt’s Ladli Behna Yojana which was key to its return to office.
Among the other key sops are three free gas cylinders to 52 lakh households annually and free power to farmers with agricultural pumps of up to 7.5 horse power capacity. The new schemes alone will cost the cash-strapped state Rs 96,000 crore. The budget al- ready shows the strain with revenue deficit projected at Rs 20,051 crore and debt at Rs 7.8 lakh crore. This is Rs 71,713 crore higher than last year and 2.6 times higher than the debt figure a decade ago.
The debt figure is similar to that in the interim budget presented in Feb, though the new budget has a host of new schemes. The budget does not impose new taxes. On the contrary, it has reduced tax on petrol and diesel in Mumbai, Thane and Navi Mumbai. So petrol will be cheaper by 65 paise and die- sel by Rs 2 per litre. The state will have to forego tax revenue worth Rs 200 crore as a result.
Trying to allay concerns about massive pre-election spend, state finance minister Ajit Pawar said it was within fiscal limits. He said govt had resources to pay for the sops. “The state’s GST is expected to grow by 15.8% over last year. GST and VAT is set to rise by Rs 25,000 crore. We are also expecting a rise in funds received from Centre,” he said. He said the state could present supplementary demands for additional funds after the budget.
“We will still reach our goal of becoming a $ 1 trillion economy. This budget is for all sections of the society,” said chief minister Eknath Shinde.
In an outreach to women, the state’s Mukhya Mantri Mazhi Ladki Bahin Yojana patterned on MP govt’s scheme, which will provide a subsidy of Rs 1,500 to eligible women, will roll out in July and will cost the state Rs 46,000 crore per year. Also, Mukhya Mantri Annapurna Yojana, which will provide three free gas cylinders, is set to cost Rs 1,400 crore annually.
ED attaches `29cr assets of Kerala CPM in bank fraud case
Kochi:In a major blow to Kerala’s governing CPM in Karuvannur bank fraud case, ED has provisionally attached landed property of its local committee in Thrissur and at least eight bank accounts linked to the party. The assets are valued at Rs 29 crore.
ED sources said the agency was carrying out PMLA probe by considering the party as a respondent. This is the third such attachment of assets in the case, they said.
The attached land in Porathissery area is in the name of party district secretary MM Varghese. As per ED, the bank accounts, with over Rs 60 lakh in them, include two FDs of district committee, a savings account of an area committee and 5 other accounts suspected to be linked to CPM.
TNN
Guj HC: Insurer must pay even if passengers were travelling in goods vehicle
Ahmedabad:Insurance companies must compensate victims of motor accidents, even if the passengers were travelling illegally in a goods vehicle, Gujarat HChas ruled. The insurer can later recover the amount from the vehicleowner, HC said. The case involved a tanker accident in Banaskantha in May 1995, which resulted in injuries and fatalities among the passengers. Five claims were made under Motor Vehicles Act. In 2005, a tribunal ordered New India Assurance CoLtd to compensate the victims and later reclaim the amount from the tanker owner, as the vehicle was insured.
The insurance company contested this decision in HC, arguing that it should not be held responsible for illegal passengers in a goods vehicle. They maintained that the vehicle’s insurance did not cover passengers since it was meant to carry only one person, and the vehicle owner violated provisions of MV Act.
After hearing the case, Justice Sandeep Bhatt said, “The manifest object of provisions of MV Act is to ensure that the party, who suffers injuries due to use of motorcycle, will be able to get damages for the injuries sustained or death. If a goods vehicle is used for carrying passengers, against the insurance policy, as is in the case on hand, the claimants cannot suffer for technicalities of whether the owner/insurance company should pay the amount.”
TNN
Stalker kills BTech student’s father in Andhra
A 26-year-old physical education trainer at a private college stabbed to death father of a woman he had been stalking over the past four years in Vijayawada on Thursday. Police said Siva Manikanta attacked K Sri Ramachandra Prasad (56), in front of the womanand fled. A murder case was filed against Manikanta, cops said.
TNN
Jaishankar to represent India at SCO summit
With PM Narendra Modi deciding to skip SCO summit, foreign minister S Jaishankar will represent India at the event in Astana on July 3-4 which will likely be attended by Russia President Vladimir Putin and his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping. This offers India a platform for pursuing its economic and security interests in Central Asia, and Afghanistan.
TNN
25 years ago, BJP factor led to SAD split, Badal-Tohra feud
IP.Singh@timesgroup.com
Jalandhar: As infighting rages in Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), with Sukhbir Singh Badal camp accusing BJP of engineering a rebellion in his party, old-timers recall how 25 years ago, it was BJP that had become a factor that split SAD and worsened the feud between then Punjab CM and SAD president Parkash Singh Badal and Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) chief Gurcharan Singh Tohra, leading to a coup against two top Sikh authorities — Akal Takht jathedar and SGPC chief.
In middle of 1998, Parkash Singh Badal had sparred with Tohra, with Badal’s loyalist executive members in SGPC sacking Akal Takht jathedar Bhai Ranjit Singh. Then, after Tohra was shoved out, ministers loyal to him quit the Badal cabinet.
Tohra had then formed Sarb Hind Shiromani Akali Dal and contested the 2002 assembly elections, which Badal’s SAD lost. The feud began with Tohra questioning BJP’s “Congress-like” attitude towards Punjab on important issues and saying that days of unconditional support to BJP-led central govt of NDA were over.
Tohra’s suggestion in Dec 1998 to appoint a working president of the party was trigger for an all-out war.
After Tohra’s criticism, then PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee met him and Badal together. Mentioning this sitting and Tohra’s one-on-one meeting with Vajpayee to flag issues that had hurt Punjabi sentiments, political commentator Jagtar Singh wrote in his book, ‘Khalistan Struggle a Non-movement’, that: “In his (Tohra’s) perception, there was little difference between Congress and BJP govt in Delhi so far as Akali Dal was concerned.”
BJP had then claimed that Badal had briefed Vajpayee and then Union minister LK Advani and received their assurance that BJP MLAs will come to his rescue if Tohra group withdrew its support.
Cong violated Constitution in letter & spirit, claims BJP
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: Continuing its aggressive pushback against Congress over the latter’s accusation that BJP had plotted to subvert the Constitution, the saffron party on Friday accused the political opponent of hypocrisy and said the charge applied to the latter.
“Congress violated the Constitution both in letter and spirit. They changed the Preamble and by nullifying the Supreme Court verdict in the Shah Bano case, placed Sharia above the Constitution,” BJP MP Sudhanshu Trivedi said.
Initiating the debate on the motion of thanks on the President’s address, Trivedi also slammed Congress for its “Constitution-is-in-danger” allegation. “Two of their leaders get arrested and they allege that the Constitution is in danger. And this is coming from people who put the entire opposition in jail,” he said.
Trivedi’s attack during the debate, which was boycotted by Congress, was part of BJP’s counter-offensive over the accusation that it had planned to change the Constitution to scrap caste quotas and yet another indication that the new front in their battle will remain hot in the immediate run.
BJP locked horns with Congress also over the quota charge, pointing to non-implementation of the recommendations of the Kaka Kalelkar panel on extending reservations to OBCs for several decades and former PM Rajiv Gandhi’s speech opposing Mandal Commission’s recommendation for 27% quota for OBCs.
HC: ‘Hearing’ under FCRA not limited to show-cause
Continued from P 1
On the other hand, MHA argued there was no requirement in the law to grant a personal hearing before cancellation of the registration certificate.
HC’s quashing order came on June 25. Justice M Nagaprasanna said Section 14(2) permits cancellation of registration and Sec 14(3) would bar such an entity from registration for three years. “Therefore, it cannot be said Sec 14(2) is restricted only to hearing and hearing would mean only issuance of a show-cause notice.
“Therefore, the words in the act — ‘reasonable opportunity of being heard’ — cannot be restricted to the issuance of a show-cause notice... A personal hearing, owing to the peculiar facts of the case as well as the peculiarity of Sec 14(3) of the act, should have been afforded to the petitioner. Non-affording of personal hearing to the petitioner has rendered the order unsustainable and the unsustainability of it would lead to its obliteration. Let there be no confusion that there can always be a fusion between hearing and personal hearing,” Justice Nagaprasanna observed while quashing the suspension and extension orders, the show-cause notice and the final cancellation order vis-a-vis the petitioner entity’s registration under the act.
“In light of the quashing of the orders, the petitioner becomes entitled to all consequential benefits, including status quo ante. Liberty is, however, reserved in the Union of India if it finds necessary to act in accordance with law bearing in mind the observations made in the course of the order,” the judge added.
Bridge collapses in Bihar again, fifth in nine days
Madhubani:Bihar was treated to the unseemly sight of its fifth bridge collapse in nine days when one such upcoming structure tumbled on Friday in Madhubani district, reports C S Jha Azad.
The bridge over the Bhuthi Balan river in Madhepur block was 75 metres long and had been under construction since 2021 by the rural works department at an estimated cost of Rs 3crore. As the water levels rose, its girder collapsed and crashed into the river.
Leader of opposition, RJD’s Tejashwi Prasad Yadav, highlighted the collapse on social media and took pot-shots at the state’s NDA govt.
AMARNATH YATRA BEGINS AMID TIGHT SECURITY
The first batch of pilgrims reached Kashmir on Friday for Amarnath Yatra, beginning Saturday, with J&K Lt governor Manoj Sinha flagging off 4,603 yatris in the morning from the Bhagwati Nagar Yatri Niwas base camp in Jammu under a tight security cover. Amid blowing of conch shells and chants of ‘Bum Bum Bhole’ and ‘Har Har Mahadev’, the pilgrims left for the two base camps in Kashmir in a cavalcade of 231 vehicles, escorted by CRPF personnel
80% of public health facilities are substandard: Govt survey
Govt To Make 70,000 Hosps IPHS Compliant In 1st 100 Days Of Modi 3.0
DurgeshNandan.Jha@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: Nearly 80% of public health facilities in India do not meet the minimum essential standards for infrastructure, manpower, equipment and other benchmarks set by govt.
This shocking detail has emerged from a self-assessment exercise carried out by govt in which public health facilities from states and UTs covered under the National Health Mission (NHM) were asked to fill in details, such as the number of doctors, nurses or basic medical equipment they have.
There are more than two lakh public healthcare facilities, including district hospitals, sub-district hospitals, community health centres, primary health centers, and Ayushman Arogya Mandir (erstwhile sub health centres) that are covered under NHM —a flagship scheme of govt. Of them, data shared by govt on the Indian Public Health Standards (IPHS) dashboard shows, 40,451 filled in key statistics about their respective facilities in the Open Data Kit –a digital tool – developed by the health ministry.
When the scoring was done based on the statistics shared, it was revealed that only 8,089, approximately 20% of the facilities, scored 80% or higher which is needed to qualify as IPHS compliant. Simply put, these facilities had the required infrastructure, human resources, drugs, diagnostics and equipment available to provide essential services as desired.
Total 17,190 (42%) of the facilities that participated in the self-assessment exercise scored less than 50% while the rest, 15,172 facilities, scored anywhere between 50 to 80%. All these details have been put out in public domain on the IPHS dashboard. A senior health ministry official said the self-assessment and its real time monitoring has been started to ensure that the health facilities maintain the required standards of infrastructure, equipment, and human resources, leading to better health outcomes and fostering a healthier and more equitable society.
The Centre, an official said, is aiming to make 70,000 health institutions IPHS compliant within the first 100 days of the new govt’s formation. “The aim of this self-assessment exercise is to identify the gaps and push the states/ UTs to fill them with full support from the Centre so that quality of services provided to the public improves,” a senior health ministry official said. She added that self-assessment is the first step and the Centre also plans to carry out surprise inspections to verify the claims being made by health facilities against the benchmarks set by IPHS.
While the IPHS assesses health facilities for basic services, National Quality Assurance Standards (NQAS) is another higher level of evaluation which rates them on the basis of best practices followed such as availability of essential medicines, equipment, waste management, infection control practices, support services and patient’s rights. The official said that while NQAS assessment for district hospitals, sub-district hospitals, community health centres and primary health centers will continue to be carried out physically, they have introduced a new provision of virtual assessment for the Ayushman Arogya Mandir that constitute the highest number of public health facilities under NHM.
The Centre bears 60% of the expenditure in a public health facilities under the NHM while the rest of the expenditure is borne by the state.
No exemption in Pocso case on insanity plea alone: HC
Given the severity of the crime and the victim’s tender age, there is no ground for leniency, the HC dismissed the appeal
Partha.Behera@timesgroup.com
Raipur: A convict in a Pocso case cannot be exempted on grounds of mere insanity, Chhattisgarh high court has said, upholding the life imprisonment handed down by a fasttrack court in Rajnandgaon. The division bench, comprising Chief Justice Ramesh Sinha and Justice Sachin Singh Rajput, highlighted that exceptions to criminal liability must be proven beyond reasonable doubt.
On Nov 5, 2020, the convict took a six-year-old girl to his house and raped her. Her aunt filed a plaint. Medical tests and witness testimonies corroborated the survivor’s account, following which a fast-track special court convicted the man on Jan 31, 2024, under IPC section 376AB and section 5(m) read with Section 6 of Pocso Act, and sentenced him to life imprisonment till natural death.
The verdict was challenged in HC, with the defence counsel arguing that the convict was of ‘unsound mind’. However, HC took note of the observations of psychiatrist Dr A S Saraf and jail superintendent Akshay Singh Rajput, who testified that the convict “displayed normal behaviour and understanding” during interactions and routine activities in jail. This evidence negated the defence’s claim of insanity.
The high court concurred with the trial court’s judgment and noted that the child’s birth certificate puts her as a six-year-old at the time of rape. Given the severity of the crime and the victim’s tender age, there is no ground for leniency, the high court said and dismissed the appeal. The convict will serve out the life sentence, the court ordered.
Landslide in Shimla, flash flood in Solan as monsoon hits HP
People trying to extract vehicles buried under a debris in Shimla after a landslide triggered by heavy rainfall on Friday
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Kullu: As monsoon advanced to Himachal Pradesh on Friday, heavy rains triggered flash floods in Solan and landslides and rockslides in Shimla damaging at least eight parked vehicles. No loss of life was reported. Delayed by five days, southwest monsoon had hit several parts of the hill state on Thursday.
For Saturday and Sunday, the meteorological department has issued “orange warning” of very heavy rain, thunderstorms and lightning in Chamba, Kangra, Kullu, Mandi, Shimla, Sirmaur and Solan districts. The weather department has also issued a “yellow warning” of heavy rain, thunderstorms and lightning at isolated places on Monday and Tuesday, and predicted a wet spell in Himachal till next Thursday.
CM Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu said on Friday that his govt was fully prepared to deal with any potential disaster-related challenges during the season. He said all departments have been instructed to remain vigilant and responsive to any potential emergency. The Disaster Management Authority was working in coordination with various departments to ensure implementation of all preventive measures, he added.
The CM said adequate manpower and machinery have been deployed at identified vulnerable locations. Regular mock drills are being conducted and training related to disaster management is being provided to field staff and other officials. Apart from this, regular meetings on disaster preparedness have been conducted with all the district administrations, he said, urging people to remain cautious and not venture near rivers and rivulets.
Govt to make printouts must for breathalyser equipment
Printouts will largely address the growing instances of people challenging drunk driving challans. The new breath analysers will need to be verified and stamped according to the Legal Metrology Act
Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: The govt on Friday issued a set of draft rules for improving the accuracy and reliability of breath analyser equipment, a move that will help law enforcement agencies in curbing incidents of drunken driving and also largely address the growing instances of commuters challenging drunk driving challans.
As per the draft notification of the consumer affairs department, instruments need to comply with specifications such as displaying only the final measurement result, including a printer to record results and ensuring the device does not operate without paper, providing additional printed information along with the blood alcohol concentration result, and reporting results in different formats, such as blood alcohol concentration in blood.
The new breath analysers will need to be verified and stamped according to the Legal Metrology Act while equipment that are under use will need to be verified and stamped within one year from the date of final notification. “This verification protects individuals from wrongful penalties due to faulty equipment and helps maintain the integrity of legal and workplace policies,” the department said.
Breath analyser calibration is the process of checking and adjusting the sensor within the equipment to ensure it displays an accurate reading. A random study by Delhi-based Institute for Road Traffic Education a few years back had found that 30 out of 40 samples of breath analysers were faulty.
The department will also come out with the norms mandating the verification and calibration of microwave doppler radar equipment used to measure vehicle speed. As per the proposed norm for “radar equipment for measurement of vehicle speed”, all such equipment which will be installed after the final notification, shall be verified and stamped within one year. All radar equipment that are already installed shall be verified and stamped as and when their re-verification becomes due.
“The radar shall satisfy the conditions prescribed in the rules when the results of measurement are to be used in legal proceedings,” said the draft rule. It also specifies that if a radar records the results of measurement, it will indicate the date and time of the measurement, the measured speed and the vehicle’s direction of travel.
Welcoming govt’s move, road traffic experts said once the rules come into effect, it will bring down the number of complaints against faulty challans for traffic rule violation. They said this has become important since govt has increased fines manifold for violation of speed limit and drunk driving in the amended motor vehicle law.
After fighting rapist stepdad, 3 minor siblings now battle HIV
Hyderabad: The ordeal of three minor siblings from Chandanagar, repeatedly raped by their stepfather for over a month, is far from over. Even as a special Pocso court sentenced the accused to 20-year rigorous imprisonment on Thursday, the children have another battle to fight — HIV, reports Pinto Deepak.
“Since the accused stated in court that he is HIV+, the children were also tested. Results show they too are HIV+,” said an official associated with the investigation. While the two minor girls — aged 10 and 14 — are living in a home in the city, the seven-year-old boy has been put in another facility.
“Medical help is being extended to all four — the accused and the survivors,” the official added.
The crime first came to light two years ago when the survivors shared the traumatic ordeal with their neighbour, a 46-year-old woman.
Dhankhar, oppn in war of words as Cong MP faints in RS
New Delhi:In the midst of protests by opposition members in Rajya Sabha, Congress MP Phulo Devi Netam from Chhattisgarh fainted in the postlunch session. As MPs and staff rushed to help, Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar adjourned the House briefly as doctors examined her and took her to Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital where she was treated and discharged later in the day.
After the RS re-convened, opposition MPs walked out, continuing their protest over NEET and claiming that the chair continued with proceedings even after Netam, who is recovering from dengue, took ill and was taken for emergency care. Dhankhar defended himself and said, “I have taken all steps, suspended working of the House. All arrangements were made and that was the most that could be done. Everything is being taken care of.”
TNN
EVMs saved 2L trees by replacing LS poll ballot paper: Minister
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: The recent Lok Sabha result has not only proved the accuracy of the electronic voting machine (EVM) but it also demonstrated their positive environmental impact saving two lakh trees which would have otherwise need to have been cut for making ballot papers, said environment minister Bhupender Yadav.
He said the EVM not only “unmasked the opposition’s lies” but also showed how it could lead India towards one of the big climate actions in the country through conservation of trees.
Yadav was addressing Times Network India Climate Summit here on a day the Capital recorded more than three times the June rainfall in just 24 hours, signalling again how climate change is leading to extreme weather events more frequently.
The minister on the occasion also criticised the AAP-led Delhi govt for its “inaction” in the capital which faced waterlogging following torrential rains of a few hours. “The primary reason for waterlogging is the clogging of drains due to polythene. We need to bring changes in personal behaviour, and this should also be part of local governance,” he said.
Attributing waterlogging to plastic waste-induced clogged drains, Yadav said, “We banned single-use plastic (SUP) and also asked the Delhi govt to take action. We asked the Delhi govt’s industry department several times to close down these (SUP manufacturing) units.”
Responding to questions during a session at the Summit, he said these manufacturing units have not only contributed to environmental hazards but also experienced industrial disasters, and yet the “Delhi govt has remained inactive”.
Yadav during his address appealed to people for environmentally conscious action in their day-to-day life in tune with ‘Mission Life’, launched by PM Modi in October 2022, that calls for mindful utilisation of resources minimising waste and making green choices.
He also urged everyone to plant trees in a big way, taking a cue from Prime Minister’s appeal of ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’ made on the occasion of the World Environment Day on June 5.
All police stations to organise public interface on new criminal laws
The three new criminal laws will come into effect from July 1
Bharti.Jain@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: Coinciding with commencement of the three new criminal laws on July 1, the officer-in-charge of each police station in the country will organise a public interface to highlight the key features of and the intent behind enactment of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) and Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA).
The educational-cum-familiarisation programme, which may be organised at the police station or any other suitable place, will involve women, youth, students, senior citizens, retired police officers, eminent personalities; and members of self- help groups, anganwadi centres and local peace committees, besides representatives from educational institutions like schools, colleges etc. The aim, as per home ministry sources, is to spread awareness regarding the two key objectives behind replacement of the Britishera IPC, CrPC and Indian Evidence Act with the new criminal laws – ‘Citizens First, Dignity First and Justice First’ and replacement of ‘danda’ (baton) with ‘data’ as a policing tool.
The launch of the three new criminal laws will also witness organising of daylong activities like focused group discussions, workshops, seminars, Q&A sessions and quizzes on the new laws, at all the higher education institutions under UGC, AICTE and CFI as well as those in the states and UTs. The purpose is to highlight the major transformation intended to achieve the ends of justice.
BNS, BNSS and BSA, by replacing the British-era IPC, CrPC and Indian Evidence Act, aim to enhance the use of technology in investigation and trial of crimes. Around two dozen modifications have been made in the Crime and Criminals Tracking Network and Systems (CCTNS) software to make it technologically compatible with the new criminal laws and a host of mobile applications like NCRB Sankalan, eSakshya, Nyay Shruti and eSummon put in place to ease the transition.
According to MHA sources, CCTNS 2.0 application – a modified version of the software that e-connects police stations, forensics, prosecu- tion, courts and prisons – will include provision for videography of the crime scene and forensic evidence collection, supported by secure cloud storage.
National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) had in March this year launched a mobile application ‘Sankalan’ or compendium of the new criminal laws that has been uploaded on the websites of NCRB, ministry of home affairs, Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPRD), Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel National Police Academy (SVPNPA) and Integrated Government Online Training (iGOT), as also Google and ioS platforms. Sankalan breaks down the provisions of the new crimi- nal codes, highlighting in a tabulated form the changes introduced through BNS, BNSS and BSA and the provisions in the three laws corresponding to sections of the old criminal codes.
A home ministry officer said there are approximately 1.2 lakh users of the Sankalan app.
National Informatics Centre (NIC) too has developed other mobile applications like eSakshya (for electronically recording evidence including forensics), NyayShruti (for judicial hearings) and eSummon (electronic delivery of court summons).
eSakshya is a mobilebased application to help the police record the scene of crime, search and seizure in a criminal case and upload the files on a cloud-based platform. Each recording can be up to four minutes and several such files may be uploaded for each FIR. The police officer concerned will need to upload a selfie after the procedure. The application has been shared with the police department of all the states and UTs, which have tested it.
Nyay Shruti app, which facilitates judicial hearings through electronic means and onboarding of documents, has also been shared with all the states/UTs and an e-Committee of the Supreme Court for implementation by the courts.
eSummon app facilitates delivery of court summons electronically.
Evidence shows more people involved in test racket, Guj court told
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Vadodara: The scope of CBI’s probe into the NEET-UG malpractice case in Gujarat has widened with evidence emerging of more people being involved in the racket than initially presumed, CBI told a Godhra court Friday while seeking custody of four out of five suspects arrested by police.
Since taking over the Godhra case, CBI has inspected multiple NEET centres and residences of the accused. Several people have been interrogated, including parents of students whose names figure among those suspected of having paid large amounts of money in exchange for leaked questions and answer keys.
Godhra, headquarters of Panchmahal district, was the suspected epicentre of the racket. CBI counsel told the court that students were “induced” into picking Gujarati as their preferred language for the test and Godhra as the centre. CBI said the modus operandi of those involved in the racket was the same last year.
The centres where the malpractice occurred were Jay Jalaram School in Godhra and another near Wanakbori. Both are run by Dixit Patel, who was among those questioned Thursday by CBI. The four arrested men whose custody CBI has sought are Arif Vahora, Purshottam Sharma, Vibhor Anand and Tushar Bhatt.
The CBI counsel said interrogating the quartet was crucial to identifying and rounding up many others who allegedly conspired with them, specifically those who may have introduced willing students and their guardians to the perpetrators of the paper leak. The court is scheduled to give its verdict on the plea Saturday.
NEET case kingpin linked to several leaks: Bihar EOU
Sanjiv Mukhia, the alleged mastermind of NEET paper leak case, also orchestrated the leak of Bihar PSC Teacher Recruitment Exam (TRE 3.0) question papers, the EOU of Bihar Police has claimed. The revelation came after the recent arrest of four from Bengal in connection with the constable recruitment exam paper leak that happened on Oct 1, 2023. “The arrested were identified as Kaushik Kumar Kar and Sanjay Das, both residents of North 24 Parganas, and Suman Biswas from Kolkata. Another accused, Saurabh Bandhopadhay, is a resident of Lucknow. The exam was cancelled by Central Selection Board of Constables on Oct 2 after the question paper and answers went viral on social media platforms hours before the exam,” a EOU official said.
TN House again passes motion to junk NEET, BJP MLAs walk out
Chennai: Tamil Nadu assembly Friday once again passed a resolution urging Union govt to exempt the state from NEET and to allow it to admit students to medical colleges based on Plus-Two examination marks. The resolution also said Centre should “totally scrap NEET”.
BJP walked out in protest while AIADMK MLAs were not present as they had been suspended Wednesday for the rest of the session. CM M K Stalinmoved the resolution, which said, “NEET, which spoiled medical education dreams of rural and poor students, made school education unnecessary and took away rights of states to admit its students in state’s medical colleges, should be abolished.”
Stalin said NEET had made medical education inaccessible to rural and poor students. He said DMK had been repeatedly demanding abolition of NEET since it came into effect in 2017. “The malpractices, cheating and scams connected to the recently declared results of NEET had made students lose faith in the exam,” he said.
LoP Rahul Gandhi, West Bengal CM Mamata Bannerjee, Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav, and RJD chief Tejaswi Yadav had opposed NEET and demanded that it be scrapped, Stalin said.
TVK neta T Velmurugan said NEET affected students psychologically and that he knew as he himself was the father of an affected student. He urged Stalin to gather opposition MPs & disrupt Parliament until NEET was withdrawn.
MMK’s M H Jawahirullah said NTA has a RSS link and didn’t have the right to conduct NEET. OPS supporter and AIADMK MLA Manoj Pandian said amendments were required to get exemption from NEET and that state govts should file review pleas with evidence NEET was flawed.
BJP MLA Nainar Nagendran opposed remarks against the NTA and walked out.
TNN
CBI arrests Hazaribag school principal, his deputy in NEET-UG paper leak case
Questions 13 Suspects Nabbed By Bihar Cops In Patna Jail
CBI officials at Oasis School on Friday. The school principal Ehsanul Haq is also the district coordinator of NEET for Hazaribag
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Patna/Hazaribag/Chatra/ New Delhi: CBI, probing the NEET-UG paper leak case on Friday, arrested three people, including principal Ehsanul Haq and vice-principal Mohammed Imtiaz of Oasis School, in what marks a crucial turn in the investigation into the leak of one of the most competitive exams.
Haq, also the district coordinator of NEET for Hazaribag, had maintained his innocence through the investigation and even pointed his finger towards a private courier company that had transported the question papers to the town in north-east Chotanagpur, and State Bank of India where they were to be kept until the day of the exam.
A regular presence on television channels, Haq had said he could not open the digital lock on the packet containing the questions at 1.15 pm on May 5, that is 45 minutes before the exam was scheduled to start, and had called up the National Testing Agency control room to seek guidance. The school principal, who was questioned for three days, also said that since the investigation showed that the leaked paper had been made available to students, who paid money to a gang engaged in stealing the papers, the night before, he could not be held responsible for the leak.
His claim was, however, exposed during the probe which, based on CCTV footage, established that booklet no. 6136488 containing the exam paper was taken straight to Oasis School instead of the SBI branch where it was supposed to be deposited for safe custody. Second, an examination of Haq’s call records showed that he had been in touch with the members of the leak mafia.
The sleuths recorded the statement of bank officials and also collected the CCTV footage besides examining employees of the courier company which transported the box. The footage confirmed that no tampering occurred during transportation. The call which was made by Haq to NTA was also an alibi, sources said.
CBI also interrogated 13 suspects arrested by Patna police in Beur Central Jail in the Bihar capital and sleuths visited Kankarbagh with two accused to explore the potential involvement of Rocky, nephew of alleged mastermind Sanjeev Mukhia, in the case.
Earlier, the CBI had arrested two men named Ashutosh and Manish in the case. Ashutosh had rented the play school building in Patna which was allegedly used as a safe house by the handlers to coach around 20- 25 students with the leaked question papers on the night of May 4. Manish took over the location for a day, bringing the students there, and later the accused burned the question papers and answers. Bihar Police discovered the burned remains during a raid on May 5.
Economic Offences Unit of Bihar Police, which had been investigating the case before it was handed over to Central Bureau of Investigation, corroborated these findings, according to sources.
Rocky, who owns a hotel in Ranchi, is accused of arranging solvers to crack the leaked question paper. He is currently on the run. Sources said CBI searched Rocky’s residence in Kankarbagh and collected evidence for further investigation. Rocky is an acquaintance of the arrested suspects, Chintu and Mukesh, who were apprehended in Deoghar on June 22 and later remanded in CBI custody from June 27 to July 4 by a special CBI court in Patna.
10 students of Raj med college under lens, 2 held
All the 10 students were from the 2019-2022 batch, the dean of Jhalawar Government Medical College said. While eight of them were quizzed by Delhi Police in May, two were detained by Mumbai police on June 13
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Kota/Jaipur: Students of Jhalawar Government Medical College in Rajasthan have come under the lens of probe agencies in the NEET-UG 2024 paper leak scam, with eight of them interrogated by Delhi Police in May and two detained by Mumbai police on June 13.
College authorities Friday confirmed that Mumbai police, after a day-long interrogation, took the two students to Mumbai, and the duo had still not re-joined college.
Dean Dr Subash Chandra Jain said Mumbai police sought information on and documents of the duo through an email communication on May 11. On June 13, an officer arrived with a letter of authority and inquired about the two students, one of them a woman and resident of the campus hostel.
“After five-six hours of questioning on the same day, Mumbai police informed the college authorities that they would take the students to Mumbai. The authorities, thereafter, reported the matter to local police,” Jain said.
There had been no further communication from Mumbai police about the two students, dean Chandra said, adding that the duo could still be under the custody of Mumbai police, as they had not returned to college till date. He did not divulge whether college authorities had followed up the matter with the cops in Mumbai.
Jhalawar Superintendent of Police Richa Tomar, however, told TOI that the district police were not aware of any arrest or detention from the medical college last month. “After media enquiries, we sent a team to the college on Friday and were told that a Mumbai police team had visited the institute and taken the two students with them,” added Tomar.
Earlier in May, Delhi Police had called eight students of the college, but they were let off after questioning. “On May 8, a Delhi Police officer had approached Jhalawar Medical College with a letter of authority and sought information and documents about the eight students, who live in rental accommodations outside the campus,” Jain said.
The dean said the eight students were picked up “from their respective locations, not from the college campus”. “These students have now returned to the college and have joined their respective classes. When questioned, they revealed that the police had called them to Delhi for inquiry and set them free later,” he added.
College authorities did not reveal if there had been any further communication with Delhi Police regarding the eight students or in connection with the NEET scam.
All the 10 students questioned were from the 2019-2022 batch, the dean informed. He refused to disclose their identities, citing directions from the police and department officials. It’s not known whether any of the 10 students have been booked in the case.
According to sources, some students of Jhalawar Government Medical College are suspected to have appeared as dummy candidates in the NEET-UG examination for Rs 15 lakh each. The college authorities remained mum on the charges and the role of the students questioned by the police.
MP plans anti-leak law with `1cr fine, 10-yr jail
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Bhopal: Madhya Pradesh govt is mulling a tough new law to deter paper leaks, proposing a fine of Rs 1 crore and 10 years’ imprisonment. The school education department has prepared the draft and sent it to the law department, sources said, adding that it has already been discussed at the senior secretaries committee.
According to the draft, in case of a paper leak, the examination centre, service provider and anyone found involved in irregularities will be directly held responsible. Apart from the steep fine and 10-year jail term, the property of the convicts will be attached or confiscated, sources said.
The govt hopes to table the bill in the ensuing assembly session. If it can’t, the law will be implemented in form of ordinance, sources said.
Madhya Pradesh has a dark history of examination scams, from Vyapam to alleged irregularities in the 2023 patwari recruitment. The state govt wants to bring about a law to cover all exams — from school boards to competitive tests and recruitment.
The exercise began around three months ago with the initial aim of covering school and board exams. But once the NEET paper leak scandal erupted, authorities quickly decided to expand its ambit to cover every kind of examination.
After paper leak, Bihar to hold fresh teachers’ test
Bihar Public Service Commission Friday announced the Teacher Recruitment Exam (TRE-3), which was earlier cancelled because of question paper leak, would be held from July 19 to July 22. TRE-3, held on March 15, was cancelled after it was found that the paper was leaked. Around 3.75 lakh aspirants took part in the exam.
TNN
Failed govt job aspirants in Raj turn dummy candidates
Jaipur: Virma Ram Jaat, 25, a BEd graduate has failed a number of times in recruitment exams for govt jobs. But he has been helping numerous others in securing teaching positions by acting as a dummy candidate in tribal areas like Rajasthan’s Banswara, reports Nitesh Kumar.
And, Virma isn’t the only one. Several unsuccessful candidates have helped hundreds of students in these tribal regions clear exams by appearing on their behalf.
The success rate of these dummy candidates is higher due to the reservation quota for ST or Tribal Sub Plan (TSP) categories, probe revealed.
Rajasthan Special Operations Group & cops from various districts are searching for over 100 such dummy candidates in connection with paper leak cases under probe.
Virma was preparing for teacher recruitment exam in Jodhpur two years ago when he came in contact with some people associated with paper leak gangs. He was lured into appearing as a dummy candidate when he failed to crack the exam. He then started his own gang and arranged dummy candidates for others.
TSP areas are notified tribal areas that include Banswara, Dungarpur, & Pratapgarh and parts of Udaipur, Rajsamand, Pali, Chittorgarh & Sirohi. For district level recruitment, ST candidates from these areas have 45% reservation, SC 5% & remaining 50% for other castes. Only locals are eligible to appear in district level recruitment exams.
Two children drown in ditch in NE Delhi
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: Two boys, aged around eight and 10 years, drowned in a rainwater-filled ditch in northeast Delhi's New Usmanpur on Friday. Both the deceased were friends and neighbours, police said.
The drowning incident took place around 5 pm in Khadar area, near 5th Pushta, New Usmanpur, a police officer said.
"Rainwater had collected in a ditch in the Khadar area up to a depth of about 5 feet. Both boys were playing and went for a swim in the ditch. They drowned due to the water being deep. Both the boys were pulled out and taken to JPC Hospital, where they were declared dead," the officer said.
According to the father of one of the victims, four kids, including two brothers, were playing on the road and then went to the ditch. "I returned with my friend around 6 pm, and my younger son told me that his brother had gone for a bath and hadn't come out," he said.
The father and his friend rushed to the scene and found several people present. According to him, no one came to help the kids. "My friend went into the water and rescued one of the kids, and later my son was pulled out. But it was already 30 minutes late," he said, adding that both were pronounced dead.
Delhi Unchanged, People Short-Changed
CAPITULATION: Waterlogged Roads On Day 1 Itself Ominous
Siddhanta.Mishra@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: The residence of Public Works Department minister Atishi was flooded by rains on Friday. What more telling statement could there be to negate the civic authorities’ claims about monsoon preparedness. Whether the drainage systems were being maintained by PWD, MCD, NDMC or DDA, they all failed to cope with the torrential rains.
Many vehicles were stalled in the waterlogged streets and water entered the houses in many areas. The various official agencies received over 300 calls to complain about waterlogging across the city. At least 21 people were rescued by Delhi Fire Service from a bus stuck under the Azadpur bridge early in the morning. Three fire tenders were able to bring out the bus passengers to safety.
Areas affected by the floods last year, such as ITO, Mathura Road, Pragati Maidan and Ring Road between Shanti Van and Kashmere Gate reported heavy flooding till late evening, indicating a lack of effective measures to prevent the recurrence of last year’s inundation.
“The rainfall was intense and some pumps malfunctioned, but in most cases, waterlogging was cleared quickly. Only in some areas did the waterlogging last for more than five hours,” said a PWD official.
PWD field units reported 129 deluged locations, with 35 claimed to have been managed within 30 minutes, 29 in around an hour and 25 by two hours. However, at 35 locations, the situation was hopeless up to five hours and at five, beyond five hours.
The VIP Lutyens’ sone managed by NDMC also witnessed largescale accumulation of water. Videos on social media showed ministers and MPs struggling their way to Parliament. Govt officials attributed the worrying situation in central and south Delhi areas to the backflow from the Barapullah drain. Portions of Defence Colony, Vasant Kunj, Jangpura, New Delhi Railway Station, IGI Airport Terminal 1, Dwarka Sector 23, Vir Banda Bairagi Marg, Inderlok, Old Rohtak Road and Zakhira underpass were flooded.
An NDMC official claimed, “Our management was fine, since MCD drains hadn’t been properly desilted, there was backflow of water in NDMC areas. But quick response teams responded in time to most of the complaints.” Chief secretary Naresh Kumar, who is holding additional charge of DMC, visited the control room in the morning to take stock of the situation.
MCD mayor Shelly Oberoi held an emergency meeting with officials and zonal deputy commissioners about the waterlogging. She directed the officials to focus on major inundation points and the vulnerable spots in all the municipal zones. “Special attention should be given to locations that are more susceptible to waterlogging. A list of such locations should be provided to the mayor’s office,” Oberoi ordered.
She also directed officials to coordinate with all Delhi agencies, such as PWD, Delhi Jal Board, flood & irrigation department, to address all the complaints related to rainwater at the ground level.
NEAR TILAK BRIDGE
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No light at the end of tunnel as usual suspects submerged again
MINTO BRIDGE
Siddhanta.Mishra@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: On Friday, the Minto Road underpass in New Delhi once again reverted to its image as the emblem of official inefficiency, drowned in rainwater and inaccessible to road users. The Public Works Department had tom-tommed its success at monsoon management by showcasing the unaffected underpass in the past two monsoons, but Friday proved the problem had resurfaced.
A PWD official admitted, "Our systems couldn’t handle so much rain in such a short spell. There was also the problem of a DJB drain overflowing near the site causing a lot of water to accumulate in the low-lying spot.” DJB officials denied the claims made by PWD.
The Minto Road underpass, located at the junction between Deen Dayal Upadhyay Marg and Connaught Place, has been identified as a Top 10 waterlogging hotspots of the city. Following the death of a 56-year-old man in 2020 when his truck was submerged at the underpass, certain protocols were initiated to prevent govt from facing the annual embarrassment at the underpass. In 2021, two drains were built and connected to an underground sump beside the Minto road pump house. However, these measures proved ineffective, and traffic police had to close the infamous underpass on Friday to prevent major incidents.
The Pragati Maidan transit corridor, consisting of one main tunnel and six underpasses, has also become a significant problem for govt agencies. PWD, which currently manages the network, has pointed out problems existing inside the tunnel on several occasions. Officials cited two main reasons for the latest episode of waterlogging inside the tunnel: rainwater entering from the underground parking due to seepage in the walls and PWD using the tunnel as a 'drain' to dispose of the accumulated water on Mathura Road in front of the VIP area there.
During the construction of the Pragati Maidan tunnel, several measures had been taken to prevent waterlogging inside the tunnel. However, in the rainy season last year, the tunnel was flooded for several days, despite arrangements like roofs on the ramps of the tunnel entrance, stormwater drains and underground sumps to handle excess water. The tunnel, associated with Bharat Mandapam, the main venue of the G20 summit in September last year, is considered a project of national importance. And yet, the measures taken to prevent it being inundated haven’t proved sufficient to prevent waterlogging and being closed to traffic for several days this year.
Given the lapses plaguing the tunnel system, PWD had sent a Rs 500-crore legal notice on infra giant L&T, holding it responsible for the poor construction work on the transit corridor. It said in its notice that “serious technical deficiencies” had led to consequent damages and inadequacies. Two months ago, an expert committee submitted a 20-point report to lieutenant governor VK Saxena highlighting the problems in the tunnel and the possible solutions involving the assistance of other govt departments.
It wasn’t just the Pragati Maidan tunnel, but also roads around Bharat Mandapam that faced submergence on Friday. PWD officials said Bhairon Marg, Purana Qila Road, Bhagwan Das Road and Mathura Road were waterlogged after the heavy showers early in the morning.
The W-point at ITO Skywalk also remained flooded for several hours. According to officials, the regulator drain No. 12 A, which caters to Mathura Road, Supreme Court and the surrounding area, was clogged with accumulated silt. This caused problems in removing the rainwater from the locations even after deploying motor pumps.
TILAK BRIDGE
First day, first show-ers a deluge, ‘orange’ alert for next two days
Continued from P1
Appointments were called off and many who ventured out in their cars were soon stranded in the swirling waters.
Hospitals turned into nogo areas and those headed for the airport to catch a domestic flight soon discovered a tragedy had unfolded there with a canopy coming unstuck and killing a cab driver around 5am. That disrupted the flight schedule.
Weather scientists said that interaction of different weather systems had led to the high intensity rain and cautioned that Sunday could see a repeat. The rain had been accompanied by a thunderstorm and strong, gusty winds.
“The extreme rain which inundated a large part of the city was due to monsoon trough passing directly over Delhi, one cyclonic circulation over UP and another over Punjab and adjoining areas. This fed additional moisture to the region. The interaction of these weather systems happened over Delhi which led to extreme rain,” said Mahesh Palawat, vice chairman, meteorology and climate change, Skymet. The maximum rainfall, 148.5mm, was recorded between 2.30am and 5.30 am, and 74.4mm between 5.30am and 8.30am, on Friday. An additional 5.2mm was recorded between 8.30am and 11.30am Thursday, making the cumulative 24-hour rainfall 228.1mm.
Palam recorded 106.6mm of rainfall, Lodhi Road 192.8mm and the Ridge area 150.4mm. The showers brought about a sharp drop in temperature. The maximum temperature at Safdarjung was recorded at 32.5 degrees Celsius, five notches below normal and lowest since May 1 against 35.4 degrees Celsius a day earlier. The minimum temperature was 24.7 degrees Celsius, three notches below normal as against 28.6 degrees Celsius a day earlier.
After 8.30am on Friday, Safdarjung along with most of the areas recorded only a drizzle or trace level rain that is too less to be recorded. Palam recorded an additional 0.4mm and Lodhi Road 1mm.
An IMD statement later said that the southwest monsoon had advanced into more parts of west Rajasthan, remaining parts of east Rajasthan, some parts of Haryana, entire Delhi, some more parts of western and eastern UP and remaining parts of MP, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal, Jharkhand and Bihar. It added that conditions are favourable for the monsoon to advance further into Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh during the next two-three days.
The weather department expects the downpour to continue and has issued an orange alert for moderate to heavy rain on Saturday and heavy to very heavy rain on Sunday.
Meanwhile, the air quality of the city continued to be satisfactory with AQI of 64 against 79 a day earlier.
Delhi brakes down, underpasses are worst hit Tarun Rawat
Traffic was largely reduced to one side of the road on Vikas Marg
Devanshi.Mehta@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: Traffic was thrown out of gear across the city on Thursday after heavy rains in the morning. Vehicles were stuck or unable to cross the deluged underpasses, their way forward was blocked by fallen trees or the traffic was too slow due to flooding for comfortable driving. Moreover, numerous trucks, buses and cars broke down. A towing service in DelhiNCR confirmed receiving over 250 SOSes.
Delhi Traffic Police officers said that 68 major locations and 308 other places faced congestion due severe waterlogging. The figures suggested a higher trend compared with the previous year. Traffic police personnel were seen standing in knee-deep water at several places, trying their best to streamline traffic but the situation seemed beyond their control.
The interconnected nature of Delhi's areas, with numerous underpasses and flyovers, created a domino effect and the arterial roads were gridlocked for lengthy periods. The flooded Okhla underpass caused congestion on both the carriageways from Kalindi Kunj towards Crowne Plaza and vice-versa, impacting Nehru Place, Chittaranjan Park, Sarita Vihar and Jasola Vihar. Similarly, waterlogging under the Dhaula Kuan flyover affected roads from Naraina towards Moti Bagh and vice-versa, as well as Chanakyapuri, South Campus and Delhi Cantonment.
For a couple of years, Minto Bridge was showcased as progress after the otherwise perennially submerged road stretch remained unaffected by the rains in the past two seasons. On Thursday, however, it went under again, causing severe inconvenience to motorists to or from Kamla Market towards Connaught Place, ITO and New Delhi Railway Station. Indraprastha Marg, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg and Vikas Marg were affected due to waterlogging and vehicle breakdowns at intersection below Tilak Bridge.
Aurobindo Marg experienced severe traffic jams on both its carriageways from INA towards AIIMS and vice-versa due to waterlogging under the AI- IMS flyover. South Extension, Defence Colony, Bhikaji Cama Place and Green Park were consequently affected by the bottleneck effect.
Outer Ring Road was similarly jammed on both the carriageways between Shanti Van and ISBT due to waterlogging near Salimgarh Fort and Nigambodh Ghat. Vir Banda Bairagi Marg was also impacted by waterlogging at the Azad Market underpass.
Citizens sought help on social media, especially those who were stuck for more than three hours near Dwarka Sector 9. East Delhi residents also had a harrowing time with heavy traffic jams at Geeta Colony Ring Road. People also reported massive traffic jams on NH-48, grumbling that they had to spend over an hour on a 4km-stretch between Gurgaon-Delhi border and Mahipalpur.
The closure of the Pragati Maidan tunnel caused a major gridlock on Mathura Road and adjacent thoroughfares. Further down, near Tughlaqabad metro station, waterlogging halted traffic for a long time on the way from Badarpur to Sarita Vihar.
The Dwarka Expressway towards Police Station Sector 23 was also affected. Traffic was impacted on both sides of the road taking motorists from Akshardham to Ghaziabad and in the opposite direction due to the roundabout at Murga Mandi, Ghazipur, being flooded.
A Mayur Vihar resident travelling to Parliament House was exasperated by a 3-hour journey for one that usually takes only 45 minutes because of congestion on the Nizamuddin bridge. The motorist resident noted that truck breakdowns and the absence of traffic police officers contributed to the problem. Another commuter had to return home halfway to work due to the road chaos between Akshardham and ITO bridge. "Cars returning and mismanagement of traffic caused severe problems,” the frustrated individual said. “Things were terrible in Geeta Colony."
Claims On Desilting Drown With Capital
Supervision Missing Amid Govt-Officers Tussle
DAKSHINPURI
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: The first spell of monsoon rain brought misery to the people of Delhi and NCR which saw massive waterlogging, proving that claims by various agencies of desilting the drains have remained on paper.
Due to the ongoing tussle between the elected dispensation and the bureaucracy, supervision over agencies involved in cleaning the drains seemed to be missing and the work that should have been completed by June 15 fell abysmally short.
The incidents of vehicles submerging in rainwater, streets clogged and traffic struggling to move have belied MCD’s claims that it was prepared for the rains and that most drains had been desilted.
In a meeting held on June 20 to take stock of monsoon preparedness last week, various agencies gave reports of drains they had managed to clean till that date. Of the 1,037 drains along its 1,400-km road network, the Public Works Department had managed to complete the cleaning of 85% till last week. Of the 22 major drains that chan- nel water to the Yamuna, barely 50% had been cleaned till last week and at locations 70% cleaning had been registered.
Till June 20, MCD had completed 92% of the desilting work in drains that were more than four feet deep, according to mayor Shelly Oberoi. NDMC had barely managed to complete 70% of the work.
Delhi urban development minister Saurabh Bharadwaj had on June 11 sought a report from the Delhi chief secretary on the desilting work, which led to a war of words between the two. In a note to the chief secretary on June 13, Bharadwaj said he had sought an exhaustive list of all desilted drains from various agencies on June 11 but failed to get an update even after two days.
The chief secretary, however, said he had already informed the minister on June 5 that the issue of waterlogging had been actively considered by Delhi High Court. He added that all departments concerned were regularly submitting action-taken reports to the integrated drain management cell, which was forwarding those reports to the court. The chief secretary also mentioned that a huge amount of silt was collected from the drains, which was nearly one-sixth of the legacy waste at the Ghazipur landfill site. A place was needed for dumping the silt and the official sought guidance from the elected dispensation.
A source said after multiple follow-ups with the chief secretary, the minister on June 20 got the list of drains that were claimed to have been desilted. When the minister got some of them cross-checked in his own constituency on June 22 and 23, it was found that most were not cleaned.
“During the emergency meeting today (Friday), the urban development minister showed photographs of those drains, which the PWD in its report had claimed to have cleaned but were still full of silt. He pulled up the PWD secretary because something similar had happened last year too and asked the chief secretary to act on the matter. The minister mentioned that it was the job of the contractors to desilt drains and the department just had to supervise. If that does not happen and the completion certificate is given, then it is simply an act of corruption,” the source said.
LG, govt swing into action to salvage situation
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: Lieutenant governor VK Saxena and Delhi govt functionaries held separate meetings with officials to review the situation arising out of waterlogging due to intense rain that hit the city early on Friday.
While Saxena took a serious note of the lack of an emergency response system and issued a slew of directions to various govt agencies to prevent a repeat of it, AAP govt announced setting up of a control room and deployment of quick response teams to clear waterlogging.
Raj Niwas said LG observed that despite monsoon reaching Delhi, the desilting work was yet to be completed and the annual flood control order, which contains the details of all roads, vulnerable locations and control rooms of various departments, was yet to be issued. “It is shocking that the flood control order and desilting of drains that should have been issued and completed by June 15 are yet pending,” Saxena posted on X.
After the review meeting, LG issu- ed directions to the departments of public works and irrigation and flood control, Delhi Jal Board, Municipal Corporation of Delhi and New Delhi Municipal Council to ensure immediate steps for easing the situation and strictly implement measures to mitigate recurrence. The meeting was also attended by officials of Delhi Police, Delhi Development Authority and National Disaster Response Force.
Saxena issued instructions to set up a 24x7 emergency control room where senior officials from all departments concerned should be deputed. AAP govt also issued similar directions and said senior PWD officials, along with the officers of other stakeholder departments, would be deployed in the control room to monitor waterlogging.
Delhi govt announced that the public can report any instance of waterlogging by calling 1800110093 or by WhatsApp on 8130188222.
Testing of static pumps and making them functional; deployment of a matrix of field staff 24x7 for running them; using mobile pumps on a need basis; and procurement and deployment of additional pumps in lowlying areas such as unauthorised colonies, underpasses and tunnels were some of the directions issued by LG.
“Saxenaalso directed to complete the desilting of drains on an emergent basis over the next one week. He directed the traffic police to issue regular advisories in case of waterlogging at critical locations and share the details of such spots with agencies concerned and the central control room,” said an official. Similar instructions were issued by AAP govt.
“The chief secretary will review this list along with all the departments and give necessary instructions. A list of areas where multiple agencies are involved will also be prepared and monitored continuously,” Delhi urban development minister Saurabh Bharadwaj said.
The power department has been asked to make sure there are no naked wires prone to short circuit in the jurisdiction of various discoms.
After the meeting at Delhi Secretariat, PWD minister Atishi said it was the first time since 1936 that Delhi had received 228 mm of rainfall in 24 hours, which was 25% of the total rainfall the city receives during monsoon. “Due to such unexpected rain, there was a problem of waterlogging at many places. Due to high water flow, drains were overflowing for several hours,” Atishi said.
Apart from setting up of a control room, the ministers directed all departments to inspect permanent and mobile water pumps and ensure they were ready to drain out water. In a statement, govt said that every department was also asked to form a quick response team to be deployed to remove waterlogging at the ground level. DJB has been asked to install recyclers in every zone to fix large-scale blockages in stormwater drains.
Despite series of HC directions, agencies failed to correct course
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: Friday’s deluge that submerged the national capital has raised a question mark on claims and assurances given to Delhi High Court by multiple authorities on waterlogging and desilting of drains.
Senior officials of Delhi govt, Delhi Development Authority, Municipal Corporation of Delhi and New Delhi Municipal Council may have some explaining to do next month when the court takes stock of progress in dealing with waterlogging/drainage, rainwater harvesting, restoration and rejuvenation of the Yamuna floodplain and interconnection of stormwater drains.
Last month, chief secretary Naresh Kumar had conveyed to an HC bench, which was headed by acting Chief Justice Manmohan, about “satisfactory progress” in dealing with three major waterlogging points in the city. The chief secretary submitted that work at Karala Kanjhawala had been completed while at Loni Road, 98% work had been done. Desilting has been started near Zakhira flyover, he added.
Conceding slow progress in tackling 200 waterlogging locations identified by Delhi Traffic Police last year, he assured the court that several measures were being taken.
Delhi govt had also told the court that the irrigation and flood control department had been identified as the “one single department” entrusted with the responsibility, management and operations of the 22 open drains, which are out-falling in the Yamuna.
The court has already fixed June 30 for agencies to make public the findings of a third-party audit of all projects related to water management being carried out in the city.
In several hearings over the last six months, the court cautioned Delhi govt, DDA and MCD to prepare the city for monsoons. It flagged several gaps in tackling waterlogging after the chief secre- tary gave a virtual presentation on the aspects of waterlogging, drainage master plan and rainwater harvesting. The court had then directed him to deploy a single agency, adding that lack of coordination among multiple authorities made the issue very challenging.
Citing the example of waterlogging on Mathura Road, the court remarked that several agencies, including MCD, PWD and NDMC, were involved for just a one-kilometre stretch.
The court is dealing with two suo motu petitions on the waterlogging problem and the issue of rainwater harvesting and easing traffic jams during monsoon and other periods. It had earlier directed the chief secretary and finance secretary to appear before it virtually and explain how they intended to tackle the issue of waterlogging.
The court had earlier lamented that the drainage system in the city was “absolutely pathetic” and in a “very bad state” and asked authorities to wake up and act.
Rain cripples medical services at hospitals, many surgeries put off at AIIMS and LNJP
RAIN RAVAGED: The basement of AIIMS Trauma Centre was flooded; (right) water leaks inside OPD lift and parking area
Anuja.Jaiswal@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: Medical facilities across the city were affected by the early morning downpour on Friday, with many surgeries being postponed at All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) and Lok Nayak Hospital.
At least 50% of the surgeries at AIIMS were cancelled due to waterlogging in the basements of the trauma centre and Cardiothoracic Neurosciences Centre (CNC), where electric panels are located. Many parking areas also got flooded.
AIIMS’ National Centre for Ageing (NCA), which was inaugurated in Dec 2023 by Union health minister, got flooded and rainwater seeped into the room where the CT scan machine was kept. The traffic movement in the tunnel connecting the trauma centre to the main AIIMS building was also disrupted, forcing patients to be transported by the main road. The tunnel was inaccessible till the evening.
The trauma centre had to cancel more than 12 routine surgeries. Due to excessive moisture near electric panels, the authorities decided to su- spend all surgical procedures to prevent the risk of electric shock. Officials said the engineering department’s approval would be required before proceeding with any scheduled night-time surgery. The situation was further complicated as the pumps installed to remove excess water also didn’t function properly.
Doctors said that no critical surgery was scheduled and patients requiring immediate surgeries were transferred to the emergency red area. Some operation theat- res even experienced minor water seepage.
The power supply was disrupted in many areas, including wards and OPDs. In several buildings, airconditioning units were not functional, causing discomfort to patients and staff. Many blood donors left without donating due to the suffocating conditions in enclosed spaces.
The basement of the CNC building was flooded with knee-deep water, rendering three elevators inoperable. According to a notice issued by the acting head of the neurosurgery department, its OTs were non-functional due to the breakdown of the airconditioning system and water seepage from the walls. Several patients were sent to either Safdarjung or other govt hospitals, said officials.
Prof Rima Dada, who is in charge of AIIMS’ media cells, said, “As a precautionary measure, surgeries were suspended due to waterlogging in the basements. Surgeries will resume as soon as the system is managed.”
Several surgeries were also postponed at Lok Nayak Hospital due to the delayed arrival of the surgical and anaesthesia teams. According to the hospital, at least five surgeries, two of which were major, had to be cancelled.
The area leading to the emergency department at RML Hospital also got flooded, resulting in difficulties for patients and their companions attempting to access the medical facility. According to doctors, the water receded in two hours.
T-1 Grounded, Around 130 Flights Cancelled
Services Likely To Remain Suspended Indefinitely At Terminal
An NDRF team inspects the spot where a portion of canopy collapsed on Friday
Priyangi Agarwal & Saurabh Sinha TNN
New Delhi: Flight operations from T-1 were indefinitely suspended on Friday after a portion of the front portico canopy collapsed early morning.
About 128 flights were cancelled. The aviation ministry said “flights to and from Terminal 1 have been closed till further notice.”
On average, about 200 flights of IndiGo and SpiceJet operate from T1. IndiGo has the larger share of flights. All arrivals and departures have been moved to T-2 and T-3.
The shuttle service from Delhi Aerocity Metro station to Terminal 1-IGI Airport has also been suspended.
Many passengers reported feeling hassled and most learnt that their flights had been cancelled after reaching the airport. Some had come from neighbouring states too.
Soon after the accident, the check-in counters at the T-1 departure were shut. Arrivals at T-1 continued till 10.30am, but were shifted to the other terminals after that. However, passengers kept coming to T-1 till Friday noon.
This is the last weekend of the summer holidays when peak travel is expected, so airlines have warned of chaos amid the sudden change in operations.
While aviation authorities have set up a “war room” of sorts to minimise disruptions, the sheer volume of traffic that T-1 handled means flyers are in for turbulence on the ground at IGIA.
Following an inspection of the accident site, Union minister for civil aviation Ram Mohan Naidu directed the creation of a “war room” for overseeing operations at T-2 and T-3. Being the second largest terminal (as of now) of India’s busiest airport, suspension of operations at T-1 will impact flight schedules across airline networks.
On Friday morning, when Pujitha Dronadul and her fiancé Vinod Kumar reached T-1, they learnt from media persons that all operations had been suspended. “We didn’t get any message or call or email from the airline about our flight status. We checked out of the hotel as we were supposed to return home,” Pujitha said.
Another passenger, Ritesh Yadav, who had booked a flight to Bagdogra, waited at T-1 for nearly an hour as he had no clue about his flight status. “I came from Jhajjar, Haryana, to board my flight. However, no airline staff was present to inform us,” Yadav, who finally left for home, said.
Sarda Mahaptra, a private sector executive, roamed around in T-1 to get updates on his flight to Bhubaneswar. “I got a message from the airline that my flight was delayed and would depart at 11am and not at 9.25am. I am waiting to know if my flight will depart in the evening or tomorrow,” Mahapatra, who was going to Bhubaneswar for a vacation, said.
Neeno Kaur was scheduled to fly to Mumbai on a 11am flight as her daughter will be felicitated at an event on Saturday. “Before leaving home, I learnt about the canopy collapse. Since my 11am flight was cancelled, I booked another flight which was to depart at 3.15pm. I completed my web check-in around 11.15am. However, when I reached the airport around 1pm, I learnt that all operations from T-1 had been suspended,” said Kaur, who later went to T-3, only to be told there that her flight had been cancelled. “My daughter is getting an award, and I don’t know if I will be able to make it,” the disappointed mum said.
Some passengers said the airlines gave them two options — a refund or a rescheduling of the flight. Asif Ali, who had booked a flight to Bengaluru for a business meeting, said, “After my flight was cancelled, I received the message from the airline and I opted for a refund. I have rescheduled my Friday meeting and will now take another flight on Saturday.”
A SpiceJet spokesperson said, "All passengers affected by today's flight disruptions were proactively informed by the airline via phone and email. Notifications about flight changes were sent to the contact details provided at the time of booking."
IndiGo said the accident “has led to flight cancellations at Delhi as passengers are not able to enter the terminal. Passengers already inside the terminal will be able to board their planned flights, but those with flights later in the day will be offered alternatives. This unplanned situation has also led to operations across the network being impacted. Customers are advised to keep a track of and confirm their flight status before leaving for the airport. IndiGo passengers can call 0124 6173838 or 0124 4973838 to seek assistance regarding their travel plans. We regret the inconvenience caused to the passengers.”
Friday alone saw 116 IndiGo flights get cancelled. The airline and Delhi International Airport Ltd (DIAL) are trying to see how many of IndiGo’s over 130 flights from T1 can be shifted to the other terminals. “This is a crazy situation with everyone trying to add more flights to the two terminals already operating to capacity,” a source said.
The crunch has come at a time when T-1’s capacity was to rise exponentially with its expanded portion about to open to public. Now, it remains to be seen, when the portion opens. “DIAL will now have to drop its plan of closing T-2 anytime soon. We need to have T-I fully operational — both the new and old portions — before that can be done,” an airline official said.
Before Friday’s accident, IGIA could have handled 7.4 crore passengers annually. The break-up of capacity was — T-1: 1.7 crore passenger annually or CPA (all domestic); T-2: 1.5 CPA (all domestic) and T-3: 4.2 CPA (domestic and international). T-1’s capacity was to increase to 4.5 CPA with the opening of the expanded portion. But now, capacity has fallen sharply.
‘Thunder-like clap, flying glass & chaos’
CLOSE SHAVE: Dashrath Ahirwar (25) and Arvind Goswami (34)
Abhay@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: Santosh Yadav had dropped a Navy officer at the IGI T-1 terminal and was waiting to pick up another officer when he heard what seemed like a thunder clap before lightning in the middle of Friday’s downpour. Then a portion of the terminal canopy started breaking away. Santosh ran for life, but before he could make a clean escape, something hit him hard on the head.
The 28-year-old is now recovering from a head injury at his home in Lado Sarai. "The sound was like before lightning strikes, and suddenly the structure started crumbling," Santosh, one of the eyewitnesses to the T-1 horror, said on Friday morning.
"People were clicking pictures with their loved ones, and water droplets were falling from the roof,” Santosh said, describing the scene moments before the canopy section came crashing down on waiting cars and people. “I, along with other people, was waiting. I tried to save myself, but something hit my head. Somehow, I reached a safe place,' he said.
Chaos descended with the canopy. People were heard wailing for help.
Arvind Goswami (34), who has four stitches on his head in an ESIC Hospital in Basai Darapur, was among the injured. He works in the hospitality department and was mopping up water when shards of glass flew at him. "Suddenly there was a loud sound. We didn't have the time to figure out what had happened. I don't remember much after that," he said. Goswami said he hadn't told his wife about the accident. "She would panic. That's why I haven't told her," he said.
Dasarath Ahirwar (25), who also got injured by the flying glass, could barely whisper. "I received injuries to my head," he said. As soon as he saw a part of the canopy collapsing, Dasarath tried to run away. “It was like a scene straight out of anightmare," he said.
Airline staff and loaders aided the distressed passengers. They provided water, took them to a designated area, assisted foreign passengers and helped disperse them peacefully.
Another eyewitness, Anil Kumar, an employee of a private cab service, said he heard "a loud crashing sound”. “When I came out of my office to check, I saw the canopy of the forecourt had collapsed. Around 6-7 cars were buried under it. Fortunately, the passengers were mostly away from where the part of the canopy had fallen. There was chaos."
"When the crash happened, several people were at T-1. Airport staff and passengers tried to help out those who were buried under the structure. CISF and other agencies also reached there, and the injured were immediately moved to hospitals," Anil said.
A head constable at the scene mentioned that rescuers broke car windows to extricate passengers trapped inside cabs. The situation was horrific since there were at least 100 people near the spot. If the structure had collapsed suddenly, there would have been more casualties, but it first tilted and then fell, giving some people time to escape. “A family from Gujarat suffered minor injuries," he said.
Cutters used to extract cab driver, but it was too late
Various agencies were involved in removing the wreckage. Some of the pipes in the canopy appeared to be rusty
Continued from P1
Atul Garg, director of Delhi Fire Service (DFS), said they had sent four fire tenders to the spot along with 20 firefighters for the rescue operation. Another fire officer added that they found that a cab had been crushed by an iron pillar and the driver was trapped in his seat and was unconscious.
“We called a crane and removed the cab. With the help of cutters, we extricated the person, who was rushed to hospital where he was unfortunately declared dead,” the officer said.
DIAL said in a statement that due to heavy rain and wind throughout the night, the canopy partially collapsed around 5am. While the cause of the collapse is being assessed, the primary cause seems to be continued heavy rain over a few hours, it said.
“As a precautionary measure, all flight operations from Terminal 1 have been suspended till further notice and rescheduled by the respective airlines to operate from terminals 2 and 3 until the impacted areas are restored for operations. Delhi Airport is extending all support to the impacted individuals and the family of the deceased and has announced compensation of Rs 20 lakh for his family and Rs 3 lakh each for those who received minor injuries,” said a DIAL spokesperson.
When TOI visited the spot, it found various agencies involved in removing the wreckage. Some of the pipes in the canopy appeared to be rusty.
‘Incident hasn’t just taken a life, it has shattered our family’
VICTIM’S SON SAYS My younger sister Bhawna (18) was very close to him, and we haven’t yet told her about the incident
Abhay@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: Excitement filled 23-year-old Roshni’s world till Thursday as the family was busy planning her wedding next year. Her father, Ramesh Kumar, tirelessly worked to make her dream day perfect. However, the family’s world came crashing down on early Friday when a heavy pole crushed Kumar’s cab at IGI Airport, killing him on the spot.
Ravinder (25), Kumar’s elder son, recounted to TOI the moment he had received the news. “We got a call from the airport informing us that my father had been injured,” he recalled. “Later, the devastating truth came: he had passed away and his body was taken to Safdarjung Hospital. We haven’t been allowed to see him yet.”
Ravinder vividly remembered his father’s last conversation with his younger brother at 3am. Kumar had said he was taking a passenger from Faridabad to IGI Airport, wrapping up his shift, and planning to return home. He had been driving the cab from 5pm till early morning for the past four years. “Before this, my father used to drive private vehicles,” Ravinder said, his voice filled with tears. “As my sister’s wedding approached, I also began driving the cab, juggling multiple shifts.”
Ravinder went on to share that just two months ago, they had purchased a second-hand car and they are still paying the instalments. “Now, I’m not sure how we’ll manage the payments,” he admitted, his voice reflecting uncertainty and concern.
From Bundelkhand, the family lives in a rented accommodation in Rohini’s Vijay Vihar. Besides Roshni and Ravinder, Kumar left behind his wife and two more children.
“My younger sister Bhawna (18) was very close to him, and we haven’t yet told her about the incident,” Ravinder said. Bhawna recently cleared her Class XI exams, and Kumar wanted to help her prepare for competitive examinations. “This tragedy hasn’t just taken one life, it has shattered our family. Our future looks uncertain now,” Ravinder said, his voice full of grief and apprehension.
A pole crushed Kumar’s cab at IGI Airport, killing him on the spot
Who is to blame? Parties point fingers at each other
New Delhi: Aam Aadmi Party demanded a compensation of Rs one crore to the family of the person who was killed when a canopy collapsed at the Delhi airport on Friday.
Addressing a press conference, senior AAP functionary Jasmine Shah sought a CBI probe into all central govt infrastructure projects. Shah said BJP-led Centre should come forward and explain the reasons for the incident.
He added that a compensation of Rs 50 lakh should be given to those who were injured.
While AAP alleged that the terminal where the canopy collapsed was inaugurated on March 10, airport officials clarified this section was constructed in 2009. The Delhi BJP also said that the structure was built in 2009 and AAP should question their alliance partner Congress about it.
Shah said the roof of the newly built Jabalpur domestic airport terminal in Madhya Pradesh also collapsed on Thursday. “Many people were injured in that accident too,” Shah said. The AAP functionary further alleged that cracks appeared in the 21km long Atal Setu connecting Mumbai and Navi Mumbai in Ma- harashtra within six months of its inauguration. “ BJP govt at the Centre hastily inaugurated all incomplete projects before the announcement of elections,” Shah alleged.
Rajya Sabha member Sanjay Singh, in a separate press conference, alleged leakage was also reported in the sanctum sanctorum of Ayodhya’s recently-built Ram Mandir. He said the incident of “roof collapse” at the Delhi airport was “shameful”.
Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge Friday called the incident as emblematic of decadelong “corruption” and “criminal negligence” that have resulted in poor infrastructure in the country which is falling like a “deck of cards”. “Our heartfelt condolences to the victims of the Delhi airport tragedy. They bore the brunt of a corrupt, inept and selfish govt,” he alleged.
Stating that the veil has lifted from BJP’s “chando lo, dhanda do” model of corruption, AICC general secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said, “The question is if the Prime Inauguration Minister will take responsibility for these substandard construction works and this model of corruption.”
TNN
Avoid ‘steep’ fare hikes, study structural strength of all airports: Govt to airlines, airport operators
Centre said it would conduct a thorough probe into the incident
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: The sudden capacity crunch at India’s biggest airport with operation suspended at its mishap-stricken T1 has led to aviation authorities advising against any “steep” hike in airfares to and from the capital. This weekend was expected to see very high traffic as summer break is ending and Delhi & NCR schools start reopening July 1 onwards. The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has directed airlines to either make alternate travel arrangements for passengers or give full refunds within seven days.
“In view of the unfortunate incident at Terminal T1D IGIA, Delhi, all airlines are advised to monitor any abnormal surge in airfares to and from Delhi and take ne- cessary action regarding the same. Further, cancellations and rescheduling of flights due to the incident may be done without penal charges,” the ministry said in a social media post. Union aviation minister Rammohan Naidu has urged airlines to “maintain fare stability to avoid passenger inconvenience”.
The ministry has asked structural engineers from IIT Delhi to “immediately assess the incident” and “further examination will be decided” on the basis of the preliminary findings of this probe. “We will conduct a thorough probe to know who is responsible for it. This is a technical issue. I cannot say at the moment what and how it happened. Technical experts will probe and give a report and then we will take decision,” minister Naidu said after visiting the site on Friday morning.
While blaming “continued heavy rainfall” for this massive structural collapse, the GMR-backed Delhi Inter- national Airport Ltd (DIAL) says it has formed a technical committee to “investigate the cause and give a report as soon as possible.” The airport operator has announced a compensation of Rs 20 lakh to the family of the deceased, a cab operator, and Rs 3 lakh to each of the injured.
Friday also saw the a portion of Jabalpur Airport’s fabric canopy collapse following heavy rains, crushing a car. Naidu has directed Airports Authority of India (AAI) to conduct a thorough inspection of structural strength at all major and minor airports. “These inspections must be completed within the next 2-5 days, and the reports are to be submitted to the ministry of civil aviation. Based on the findings the need for increased safety measures and the development of long-term policies to prevent the recurrence of such unfortunate incidents will be formulated at priority,” the ministry said in a statement.
Right swipe for wrong reason: Dates fleeced of lakhs at cafes
Rajshekhar.Jha@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: Afsan Parveen (25) did job hunting during the day. At night, her aspirations took a dark turn. She allegedly trapped men on dating apps like Tinder and Bumble, took them to shady, nondescript cafes, and then disappeared. For a few drinks and some snacks, the date had to pay a hefty amount to the restaurant, whose management used to be part of the plot, before they could leave.
Those who resisted were threatened with the CCTV footage showing them getting cozy with the date and fear of police. Some were even confined and thrashed before they left, broke and heartbroken.
Parveen, who was operating multiple dating accounts in fake names, is now behind bars. She was caught after a civil services aspirant filed an extortion case against his Tinder date, with whom he had gone to east Delhi’s Black Mirror. Parveen was arrested at another cafe while trying to pull off a similar scam with a man from Mumbai.
Joint commissioner Sagar Singh Kalsi said an owner of Black Mirror cafe, Akshay Pahwa, was also arrested. “The hunt is on for other accused in the case, which is being investigated by inspector Sanjay Gupta’s team comprising ASI Narendra and others,” Kalsi added.
The complainant said he had been talking to Varsha for a few weeks after she swiped right on his profile on Tinder. This Monday, they were to meet as it was Varsha’s birthday. Though he had classes, a ‘see once’ picture sent by her made him bunk. She said she wanted to go to this new cafe on Vikas Marg. At Black Mirror, they barely had some snacks, cakes and shots of fruit wine, besides some drinks, that Varsha had to abruptly leave after receiving a call about an emergency at home.
The youth was taken aback when he received a bill of Rs 1.22 lakh. He was confined and beaten up in one of the cozy cabins and forced to pay up. Once out, he approached police, who tracked down Varsha and found her to be Afsan Parveen. She was working as a ‘table manager’, a name used for operators of the scam hired by cafe managers. Out of the bill, 15% went to the operator, 45% to the manager, and 40% to the owners.
Investigators found that Black Mirror was owned by two brothers, Akshay and Vansh Pahwa, and their friend Ansh. They had employed Digranshu as the manager. Special CP Ravindra Yadav has appreciated the police team’s efforts.
Such scams may now be gaining ground in Delhi, but in Europe and some other places abroad, this is a common modus operandi for cafe and bar owners to make extra buck by targeting tourists. Sites like Reddit, TripAdvisor and Google have numerous reviews by users sharing similar ordeals about such incidents at bars, cafes and restaurants in Switzerland, Hamburg in Germany, St Petersburg in Russia, Hungary and other places.
In India, too, similar cases have emerged in other metro cities, including Gurgaon and Noida. Last year, a west Delhi pub had come under the scanner in one such case.
Water enters houses as rain plays great leveller in colonies & slums
FATEHPUR BERI
Ridhima.Gupta@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: Paromita, a young mother, found that the weather does not discriminate between the rich and poor. Her house in D Block of the upscale south Delhi colony of Chittaranjan Park went under on Thursday after heavy rains. “At 6am, there was two feet of water in my house. My furniture and appliances were all submerged,” she said. “Even after the rain stopped, the water remained there because there were very few pumps to handle the rainwater.”
The heavy rain affected not only the usually long-suffering residents of lowincome neighbourhoods in the city, but also the well-heeled. In Green Park, residents were caught unawares by what they claimed was “unprecedented” waterlogging that left many vehicles under water. Lalit Kumar reported that C, U and T blocks of Green Park were completely flooded. Kumar, former RWA president, said that for almost two years, the residents had urged Municipal Corporation of Delhi to clear the drains in the area of silt. “Exactly to avoid this situation, we had been asking the authorities to look at the drains. But they always passed the buck, saying waterlogging in Green Park was due to the Gautam Nagar drain,” the frustrated resident sighed.
In Krishna Nagar in east Delhi, people had to wade through flooded streets. Angered by the situation, VS Bohra, president, Krishna Nagar RWA, said, “Is desilting only meant to be on paper?” he asked testily. “Is that why this is waterlogging in our area year after year? We want accountability from the officials.”
While BJP member of MCD Ravinder Singh Negi was seen rowing an inflatable boat along the flooded NH9 in Vinod Nagar to protest the inefficiency of Delhi govt that has left “all the PWD drains overflowing”, the localities of Jangpura, Defence Colony, Panchsheel Park and Malka Ganj fared no better.
In Lutyens’ Delhi, Shashi Tharoor, MP from Thiruvananthapuram, shared a video of the exterior of his house. “This is the corner outside my home in Lutyens’ Delhi. Woke up to find my entire home under a foot of water — every room,” Tharoor said in the video. “Carpets and furniture, indeed anything on the ground, ruined.” The Congress MP alleged that the stormwater drains were all clogged, leaving the water nowhere to flow to.
It was worse for many people in the low-income residential areas, who woke up on Friday to find their hopes being washed away by the water. Sanjay Sharma, a vegetable farmer, was one of them. The 50-year-old was looking forward to a good income with a good harvest, but the torrent left his entire field inundated, drowning all his hopes. “The water in the field is up to my chest. The ladyfinger, gourds and other vegetables are all destroyed. If I had advance information about the rain, I could have saved some of the produce,” he wailed.
It was the same misery for 50-odd small farmers and vegetable vendors in the area, many of whom had been hit by last year’s floods and were only now recovering financially.
Area resident and social activist Rishi Pal blamed the civic authorities for the calamity. “We are fighting a case in Delhi High Court over the lack of drainage in the area, which always causes flooding like this. But because this is a lowerincome community, it is always neglected,” he grumbled.
Some worried for their very houses. Domestic worker, Jyoti, 35, a single mother of two, had misgivings about the rain damaging the old house. “There is no sewage drain, so even a short spell of rain causes flooding in our basti,” she said. “But when the rains started on Thursday night and continued till the wee hours of the morning on Friday, and I saw the water level rise relentlessly, I was scared that this would led to more damage to my house.” Jyoti revealed that limited access to emergency services and financial aid only compounded the plight of people like her, making any recovery after a disaster slow and arduous.
The inundation on Friday impacted the livelihoods of the marginalised sections across the city, affecting their primary means of income. Street vendors, daily wage labourers and small shop owners found their workspaces submerged, goods and stock destroyed and their workplaces unfit for any work.
At Nigambodh Ghat near Kashmere Gate, many small shops were inundated. Santosh, 33, who runs a small general store in the area, was at his wit’s end, having stock a big portion of his stocks. He said, “While our locality is infamous for flooding every year when the rains become heavier in the latter months of the season, Thursday night’s precipitation came without any warning and I did not get any time to shift my foods to safety.”
Mourning that a flood-like situation was double trouble for those especially from lower-income groups, Santosh added, “Many people still have fresh memories of last year's flood. It took us months to get back on our feet. Now this new devastation has once again put us at a standstill.”
Slums and JJ clusters in other areas, including in Nizamuddin, Ahola and Jangpura, struggled with the water accumulation. The residents of these areas as well as social activists claimed that the recurring waterlogging in lower-income household areas underscored the need for better management and targeted support to safeguard the livelihoods of the city’s most vulnerable communities.
3 Labourers Feared Dead After Falling Into Pit At Building Site
Hole Was Dug Up To Build Basement At Vasant Vihar Structure
CRUEL END: The labourers had constructed a temporary shelter near the hole and fell into it as the unfinished wall gave in
Devanshi.Mehta@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: At least three labourers are feared dead after falling into a pit at an under-construction building in B block of Vasant Vihar on Friday.
Delhi Fire Services (DFS) received a call at 5.37am about the incident in southwest Delhi and sent six fire tenders with 40 firefighters to the spot. Even after 10 hours, the rescue operation is still on, a DFS official said. “We were informed that three labourers, aged around 35-40 years, were trapped in mud slush inside the under-construction building,” he added.
Police, which have already launched an investigation, said the incident occurred during the construction of a basement, where a large hole had been dug. “They were erecting a wall to support the structure. However, heavy ra- in filled the hole with water, leading to the collapse of the unfinished wall and formation of mud slush,” explained an officer.
The labourers had constructed a temporary shelter near the hole and fell into it as the unfinished wall gave in. DFS officials assessed that the water level in the pit had reached 12 feet due to the heavy rain. Within seven-eight hours, they managed to pump out most of the water, leaving only 1.5 feet of residual water in the hole.
The main challenge the rescuers now face is the removal of collapsed construction materials and debris that fell into the pit on top of the labourers. “Additionally, the area is wet, and as we pull the water out, some of it is flowing back. At night, we cannot continue the rescue work properly and may have to halt it,” a DFS official said. A few trees have also fallen into the hole, hindering the operation.
Fire service officials confirmed that the rescue operation was still on and efforts were focused on draining the pit as much as possible. Divers and members of the boat club are actively participating in the rescue efforts.
A team from Municipal Corporation of Delhi has been deployed, which is also pumping out water using the civic body’s own pumps. A team of National Disaster Response Force is at the spot and removing the trees from the pit.
Must fix responsibility: BJP & Cong
TIMESNEWSNETWORK
New Delhi: Blaming AAP govt for waterlogging in Delhi, BJP and Congress alleged on Friday that the elected dispensation had failed to discharge its duties and demanded its immediate dismissal.
Delhi BJP president Virendra Sachdeva said Friday’s rain exposed the monsoon preparations of Kejriwal govt and AAP-governed Municipal Corporation of Delhi.
“The death of a 39-year-old man due to electric shock in Kirari and the reported drowning of two-three labourers in an under-construction building in Vasant Vihar have disturbed people. Their families should be provided with compensation by govt. Pictures of roads caving in and vehicles getting stuck have emerged from many places. The way the city got flooded proved that Delhi govt did not prepare the drainage plan for monsoon,” Sachdeva alleged.
AAP govt’s inefficiency first made Delhiites face drinking water crisis and now they will have to bear with waterlogging every day, he said, questioning the govt announcement now about 24x7 control rooms. “If the control rooms have not been set up yet, it is a matter of investigation,” Sachdeva said.
South Delhi MP Ramvir Singh Bidhuri demanded the dismissal of Delhi govt and alleged that a “flood-like” situation was created on Friday.
Delhi BJP spokesperson Praveen Shankar Kapoor said, “The mayor must explain why water pumps were not working at most of the vulnerable spots.”
BJP said all its MPs, MLAs, municipal councillors and office bearers were on the ground to help people and oversee the work to clear waterlogging.
Delhi Congress chief Devender Yadav said his party had apprehended such a situation in a letter to the chief secretary on June 12 since the drains were not desilted. “There should be a probe to pin responsibility for waterlogging and the guilty should be punished.”
Yadav said Delhi Congress had decided to deploy the services of five cranes — two at its office near ITO and three at waterlogging hotspots — to remove vehicles stuck in traffic jams during the monsoon and people can call on 9625777907 to requisition them.
AAP said while transport minister Kailash Gahlot deployed DTC teams at vulnerable places to ensure that buses didn’t get stuck in water, Malviya Nagar MLA Somnath Bharti was on the ground since early morning, getting waterlogged areas cleared.
First rain spell in Ggn portends yet another long season on road
Akanksha.Gupta@timesgroup.com
Gurgaon: There was no change in the script, no welcome break from the past and no learning from mistakes as relief from a hard summer was offset by a complete lack of civic preparedness as monsoon swept in on Friday.
Overnight rain led to severe waterlogging in the city, expressway and internal roads alike, crippling traffic movement through morning, and in some areas, for longer.
A bigger disruption was averted because the rains let up around 8am, allowing time for water to drain and pumps to be deployed. Luckily, the city didn’t see as much rain as Delhi, which was hit by a deluge.
IFFCO Chowk and Narsinghpur were the worst affected on the Delhi-Gurgaon Expressway, and parts of Sohna Road, Golf Course Road Extension, Essel Towers, Leisure Valley, Bhondsi, Bakhtawar Chowk, Sheetla Mata temple road, Sispal Vihar, Good Earth Mall, Bani Square and AIT Chowk were heavily inundated.
The service road of Sohna highway, which connects Delhi-Gurgaon Expressway to Delhi-Mumbai Expressway’s Gurgaon-Dausa section, saw massive jams as vehicles struggled to navigate through flooded streets as vehicles struggled to navigate through flooded streets with tailbacks stretching from Rajeev Chowk to Vatika Chowk.
Commuters faced a harrowing time while trying to reach their destinations, with many stuck in hourlong crawls for distances as little as 5km.
Rakesh Ranjan, vice chancellor of Sushant University, described the situation on the road as “complete chaos”. “Initially, I tried to take Sohna road, but it was heavily flooded and had a long traffic jam. So I decided to go via Bakhtawar Chowk, but the situation was the same. Usually, it takes me 40 minutes to reach the university from my home in Sector 47. It took me more than two hours on Friday. Despite knowing about the imminent monsoon, both MCG and GMDA failed to make adequate arrangements to tackle the situation,” Ranjan added.
Shah to hold review meet with officials
TIMESNEWSNETWORK
New Delhi: Union home minister Amit Shah is scheduled to hold a review meeting on waterlogging in Delhi on Saturday morning. Top officials from Delhi govt, housing, road transport and Jal Shakti ministries will attend the meeting where all issues relating to drainage and management will be taken up, sources said.
The meeting comes a day after the national capital and its adjoining area witnessed major waterlogging, disrupting traffic due to record June rainfall in the last 88 years. Officials said though the preparatory meeting was scheduled earlier keeping in mind the deluge in Delhi last July when the city received 153 millimetres (6 inches) of rain in a single day, the highest rainfall in over 40 years. The next day, the Yamuna river breached the safety mark and affected several parts of Delhi.
“The deluge on Friday has further exposed how the entire city is not prepared for heavy rainfall. There have been discussions on how to improve the situation every time after such crisis. There is a need to have a systematic approach with specific timeline to complete the tasks,” said a central govt official.
Last week, Shah had chaired a high-level committee meeting on flood preparedness ahead of the monsoon. He has urged departments to make efforts to upgrade forecast system of water level of rivers for better flood management and that natural drainage system should be an integral part of the designs of road construction to deal with inundation of roads, in case of floods.
Heavy rain leads to power disruptions
TIMESNEWSNETWORK
New Delhi: Heavy rain led to several instances of power disruptions across the city, primarily due to waterlogging and also because trees and branches fell on electricity cables, discoms said on Friday.
Discoms said to safeguard human lives and prevent electrocution, it became necessary to switch off the electricity supply in some waterlogged and low-lying areas as a precautionary measure.
Sources said operations and maintenance teams of BSES Rajdhani, BSES Yamuna and Tata Power were on high alert, and quick response teams were pressed into service.
“In most cases, power supply was restored quickly. However, it took a little longer than usual to restore electricity in some areas as we had to wait for the water to recede. For us, the safety of citizens is paramount,” said a BSES official.
Tata Power officials said a brief supply failure of the 220 KV Gopalpur to Indra Vihar line of Delhi Transco resulted in power supply disruption in some of the localities. Some other areas were also affected due to disturbances in high-tension and low-tension lines, it added.
“Tata Power-DDL’s operation and maintenance team was on the job continuously and barring some isolated pockets, power supply was restored at the earliest possible. As an organisation that prioritises the safety of customers, we at Tata Power DDL urge our customers to remain vigilant and call our 24x7 toll-free helpline number 19124 in case of any supply or safety-related emergency,” said an official.
The areas where the supply was affected included Nizamuddin, Jangpura, Dwarka Sector 7, parts of Pitampura, Rohini, Model Town, Mukherjee Nagar, Timarpur, parts of Haz Khas, Green Park, ITO, and Mayapuri.
3 kids die in Noida wall collapse
Noida: Three children — the youngest of them just 2 years old — died and five were injured after a wall collapsed at a construction site in Greater Noida’s Surajpur on Friday evening.
Officials said they were still trying to find out if the wall came crashing down because of rain or if substandard material was used to build it. The wall had been built around a plot where a local resident — Saghir — was constructing a house.
Police said they received information about the collapse around 8pm, following which a team was rushed from Surajpur police station to the accident site.
TNN
Life term to five men for murder and dacoity
New Delhi: A court has awarded life imprisonment to five men for committing dacoity and murdering a man in south Delhi’s Mehrauli.
The court of additional sessions judge Manisha Khurana Kakkar said that the onus is on the criminal justice system to appropriately recompense the victim and to award a just sentence to the convict.
“It had been proved against the convicts that they committed dacoity with the murder of deceased Parmanand, due to which his family had to not only suffer a loss of his companionship but also loss of income,” the court said recently in its order.
The court was hearing the case against five convicts – Jitender Badhana, Ravi, Mohammed Ifrahim, Yusuf, and Bobby – who were held guilty in Dec last year for the offences of dacoity and murder.
The case was registered against six men in Mehrauli police station, including one Vikas aka Boga who died during the trial following which proceedings against him were abated in Jan 2023.
According to the prosecution, the accused attacked Parmanand inflicting grievous injuries on the victim with the intent to commit dacoity in Nov 2011.
The victim succumbed to his injuries in Dec 2011.
The court imposed a fine of Rs 50,000 each on Jitender and Bobby and also directed remaining convicts to pay a fine of Rs 10,000 each. "In case of default in payment of fine, the convict shall further undergo simple imprisonment for six months," it added.
Meanwhile, the convicts’ counsels cited their meagre income and background, asking the court to take lenient view while awarding the sentence.
Public prosecutor Paryag Dutt Pandey, opposing submissions of the defence, requested the court for maximum punishment for the convicts and suitable compensation for the deceased’s wife.
“Although, loss of companionship cannot be quantified in monetary terms, however, the onus is on the criminal justice system to appropriately recompense the victim/LR and to award just sentence to the convict,’ the court said, recommending compensation to the deceased’s wife as per Delhi Victim Compensation Scheme, 2018.
TNN
40-year-old man electrocuted
New Delhi: A 40-year-old man died due to electrocution in Prem Nagar on Friday. He was identified as Rajesh, who lived with his family. The cops were informed about the incident by a PCR call. The man was was taken to a nearby hospital where the doctors pronounced him dead on arrival. An initial investigation revealed that he had died of electrocution.
TNN
Two teenagers rescued from traffickers, four in police net
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: Delhi Police has rescued a 14-year-old girl and a 15-year-old boy from the clutches of traffickers who deceived them with promises of employment but exploited them for child labour. Four suspects have been arrested in connection with the case, police said
The rescued minors, including the kidnapped girl and the boy, were safely recovered from Ghaziabad in Uttar Pradesh on June 25 under "Operation Milap”, a senior police officer said. The girl was rescued within 48 hours of her kidnapping.
On June 24, a resident of Shahjahanpur approached Kotwali police station and reported that her daughter went missing near Sis Ganj Gurdwara in Chandni Chowk. The girl was last seen on June 23 and her disappearance was suspected to be a case of luring by an unknown person, police, the officer said.
After analysing footage from nearly 1400 CCTVs in Chandni Chowk and surrounding areas, a police team iden- tified crucial clip showing the victim with an accomplice heading towards Connaught Place and later boarding a bus towards Kodia Pul, the officer said, adding that further analysis of CCTVs at Old Delhi Railway Station led to tracing of the victim's movements and her eventual handover to traffickers.
Four suspects – Rahul (40), Inder Kumar (41), Dhiren Sah (45) and Nitin (19) – have been arrested, the officer said, adding the rescued minors have been placed at Kilkari Rainbow Home for Girls andDMRC Child Home, Tis Hazari.
Getaway driver arrested in first breakthrough in eatery shooting
A man was shot 40 times inside the outlet
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi:In a breakthrough in the shooting incident at Burger King outlet in west Delhi's Rajouri Garden, the Special Cell of Delhi Police arrested a key member of the syndicate who had allegedly acted as the getaway driver and ferried the shooters to the scene of crime.
The suspect, Bijender Singh, had also acted as a spotter during the shooting that ended with a man being shot 40 times inside the outlet bustling with customers. A Beretta pistol has been recovered from him, a senior police officer said.
According to additional commissioner Pramod Kushwaha, Singh had attacked their team in Faridabad in April during a pursuit. "He had tried to m ow down our personnel with his vehicle. A case is r egistered there," he said.
Police now expect to get clues about the shooters -Ashish and Vicky -who are still at large besides their female accomplice Anu who honey-trapped the target, Aman Joon. They are being remote controlled by US-based gangsters Himanshu Bhau and Sahil Ritaulia.
Investigation has revealed that the shooters have remained active even after the sensational shooting at Burger King on June 18. A few days ago, the same set of shooters carried out a similar shooting at a car showroom in Hisar, Haryana. They fired around 35 rounds there and demanded Rs 5 crore from the showroom owner.
Anu, meanwhile, has been traceless. She was last spotted at Katra railway station while boarding a Mumbai-bound train.
Singh was arrested by a team led by DCP Manoj C and ACP Rahul Singh. He came in police net when inspectors Puran Pant and Ravi Tushar received a tip about his movement in Rohini on Friday. A trap was laid, and the suspect was arrested after a high voltage chase.
During interrogation, Singh has revealed that he had reached near metro pillar number 397, Rajouri Garden on a motorcycle and met two shooters. The trio then rode on his bike to the outlet. Singh kept the bike on even as the duo went in and executed the killing. The duo r ushed out and S ingh then drive them away from the crime scene. Later, they parted ways.
Raids are being conducted in Haryana, Rajasthan, UP, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Goa. On some occasions, the suspects narrowly escaped from being apprehended.
Rain turns DU library into a dripping mess
New Delhi:The ceiling of a library in Delhi University's north campus started leaking after heavy rains lashed the national capital early Friday, forcing students to move out of the reading room.
In a video that surfaced online, water was seen to be dripping from the ceiling of Faculty of Arts library and a portion of the reading room was filled with water.
Rajesh Singh, the librarian, said a survey of leakage was conducted immediately after it was reported and repair work is being carried out currently.
“We have written to the engineering department of Delhi University about the matter. A team of the department has surveyed the leakage at noon and the repair work is being carried out,” he said.
According to the librarian, the ceiling leaked because of the accumulation of excessive rainwater on the rooftop. The situation was controlled after the rainwater was drained between 7 am to 8 am, he added.
Students have been asked to use other rooms of the library while the r epair work is underway.
PTI
Pumps develop fault at Chandrawal plant
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: Compounding the water crisis, rainwater flooded pumps at the Chandrawal water treatment plant and residents of several areas in north Delhi faced problems on Friday evening.
“Due to backflow of rainwater during heavy rain in the morning on June 26, the clear water pump house developed a major fault resulting in complete stoppage of pumping. Due to this, evening water supply from Chandrawal WW-II got af- fected and further water supply will remain affected on June 29 also,” stated Delhi Jal Board in a notice.
DJB on Friday reported a total production of 928 MGD of water from all the treat- ment plants and tubewells. The Wazirabad, Chandrawal, Okhla and Bawana plants produced less water than the actual capacity. The three major water treatment plants provide about 25% of the total drinking water supply of Delhi.
However, according to DJB officials, a proposal of smart pumps at water treatment plants to make them “flood proof” was approved last year. After the flood in July 2023 and the plants shutting down for a few days, Delhi govt had decided to come up with a safety plan.
CINEMA OF THE WEEK
A Quiet Place: Day One (Horror, Thriller)★★★
Cast: Lupita Nyong’o, Joseph Quinn, Alex Wolff
Direction: Michael Sarnoski
Duration: 1 hour 40 minutes
Language: English (UA)
In the prequel to A Quiet Place (2018), a terminally ill woman and her cat navigate New York City when aliens with ultrasonic hearing attack.
The cacophonous NYC has an average 90-decibel noise level, equivalent to a human’s scream. But to survive alien creatures with hypersensitive hearing, people must be mute –– even the sound of a shirt ripping can get you killed. Samira (Lupita Nyong’o) is trapped, along with her cat Frodo, other hospice patients, and nurse Reuben (Alex Wolff). Their escape route is through the South Street Seaport, but Sam defies orders for a seemingly frivolous mission: pizza in Harlem. This chaotic journey is the heart of A Quiet Place: Day One.
Prequels typically answer lingering questions, but Day One prioritises immediate chaos and character struggles. The narrative leaves you wanting more clarity. Inconsistencies like authorities inexplicably knowing the aliens’ water weakness on the first day (while the sequels portrayed several hundreds of days to work out strategies) and a sparsely populated NYC despite the global threat create plot holes.
Despite these flaws, the film delivers a gritty and bone-chilling experience. Close calls, impressive CGI, terrifying creatures, and panicstricken characters keep you on the edge of your seat. Jump scares and moments of pure terror are plentiful. The movie falters slightly when a new survivor, Eric (Joseph Quinn), joins Sam and her cat. While the first half is thrilling, the second leans heavily on melodrama. Emotional scenes delve into Sam’s past, her pizza craving, and her connection to music—elements that, while adding depth, disrupt the pacing.
Pat Scola’s cinematography is awe-inspiring. From jump scares to the apocalyptic scenes, especially close-up shots of Lupita Nyong’o, the film creates a chilling and suspenseful atmosphere.
Nyong’o delivers a stellar performance as a hardened, terminally ill woman, conveying volumes through her eyes and expressions despite being mostly silent. Joseph Quinn shines too, portraying a survivor who’s both terrified and resourceful. Djimon Hounsou’s brief appearance as Henri (from A Quiet Place Part II) provides the only direct connection to the main series.
A Quiet Place: Day One is a visually stunning and suspenseful thrill ride, but narrative inconsistencies and a shift in tone hold it back from reaching the heights of its predecessors. Still, fans of the franchise and those seeking a good scare will find much to enjoy.
— Dhaval Roy
To review any movie and check show timings visit etimes.in
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LOOKING BACK, LOOKING AHEAD
The Euro 2024 group games couldn’t have been closer. But the knock-outs are a harder ball game. For there are no second chances, no comebacks. Get ready for more late-night encounters of the gripping kind
OUT OF THE BOX. OUT OF THE WORLD
Few things in football are as appealing as a stunning long ranger. Here’s the cream of the crop
Avijit.Ghosh@timesgroup.com
Mert Muldur (Turkiye): vs Georgia: The ball, headed away from the goal by a defender, floats towards Muldur. The 25-year-old Austria-born full-back fires a wicked volley from the edge of the 18-yard-box which has the power and precision of a laser-guided missile. Irresistible and irrefutable
Arda Guler (Turkiye): vs Georgia: The wunderkind, who plays club football for Real Madrid, releases a thunderous left-footer from nearly 25 yards. The ball curls in like a dream Jamie Anderson inswinger and finds the net. Goalkeepers of the globe beware!
Nicolai Stanciu (Romania) vs Ukraine: A short pass arrives to him courtesy a series of rival errors. The 31-year-old attacking medio’s diagonal drive is on the run and on the money. It’s a glorious goal that the great Gheorghe Hagi would have been proud of
Xherdan Shaqiri (Switzerland): vs Scotland: A mispass strays his way. The 32-year-old former Liverpool winger needs no second invitation. He swoops on the gift like a ravenous eagle; his swerving left-footer, struck on the move, stuns goalkeeper Angus Gunn and Scotland
Morten Hjulmand (Denmark): vs England: The 25-year-old midfielder fires a fierce low angled drive from nearly 30 yards.
The ball strikes the inside of the upright and darts in. Hjulmand’s debut international goal is the only goal England have conceded in this edition
TAILPIECE
A DESI TRYST WITH EURO
Born to a Welsh father and Indian mother, Neil Taylor played as a left-back for Wales. In the 2016 Euro, he scored against Russia. Taylor’s mother Shibani Chakraborty was born in Kolkata. In May 2021, he made an appeal on behalf of the British Red Cross to help Covid-19 victims in India. The footballer, who also turned out for Swansea in English Premier League, is known to be a Sachin Tendulkar fan
ALL ODDS
British bookies see England as favourites to win the Euro, slightly ahead of Spain, Germany and France in that order. Portugal come next, while holders Italy are seen as way behind
Two rivals fight the hardest over golf handicaps
A bad tempered and unedifying US presidential debate between the two oldest candidates ever to run for office degenerated into a squabble over golfing prowess on Thursday. The first head-to-head in the campaign saw Biden, 81, and his 78-year-old challenger Donald Trump trade insults and accusations for 90 minutes.
There was name-calling: “You’re the worst!” “No, YOU’RE the worst!” There were accusations: “You’re a whiner!”
And then they fought over their golf handicaps.
“He can’t hit a ball 50 yards,” said Trump, on one of the few occasions the two men directly addressed each other. “He challenged me to a golf match. He can’t hit a ball 50 yards.”
Trump’s own vitality was never in question, he boasted, insisting, “I’m in as good a shape as I was years ago.”
Not to be outdone over his putting prowess, Biden insisted he was game on the green. “I’d be happy to have a driving contest,” he said. “I got my handicap when I was the vice president down to a six.” Trump scoffed. “A six handicap?” he snorted. “I've seen your swing. I know your swing.”
The exchange came towards the end of the CNN-hosted debate, which had started without the handshake that is customary on such occasions and gone downhill from there. AFP
A Fumbling Performance, A Panicking Party
Dems Scramble After Biden’s Wobbly Debate Against Trump
US Prez Biden hoped to build fresh momentum for his re-election bid by agreeing to debate nearly two months before he is to be formally nominated. Instead, his halting and disjointed performance on Thursday prompted a wave of panic among Democrats and reopened discussion of whether he should be the nominee at all.
Over the course of 90 minutes, a raspy-voiced Biden struggled to deliver his lines and counter a sharp though deeply dishonest former prez Donald Trump, raising doubts about the incumbent prez’s ability to wage a vigorous and competitive campaign four months before the election. Rather than dispel concerns about his age, Biden, 81, made it the central issue.
Democrats who have defended the prez for months against his doubters — including members of his own administration —traded frenzied phone calls and text messages. Practically in despair, some took to social media to express shock, while others privately discussed among themselves whether it was too late to persuade the prez to step aside in favour of a younger candidate. “Biden is about to face a crescendo of calls to step aside,” said a veteran Democratic strategist who has staunchly backed Biden publicly. “Parties exist to win. The man on the stage with Trump cannot win.”
A group of House Democrats said they watched the debate together, and one, who spoke on the condition of anonymity, called it a “disaster”. The person said the group was discussing the need for a new nominee. Mark Buell, a prominent donor, said: “Do we have time to put somebody else in there?”
Biden’s advisers have long dismissed any speculation about him dropping out, rejecting it as unjustified nervousness even as he has trailed Trump in battleground states needed for victory. California governor Gavin Newsom, one of those mentioned as a possible repla- cement for Biden other than VP Kamala Harris, brushed off talk about switching candidates. “I would never turn my back on Prez Biden, and I don’t know a Democrat in my party who would do so.” Pennsylvania governor Josh Shapiro, another possible replacement, urged Democrats to stop worrying. “Biden had a bad debate, right, but Trump was a bad president.”
Biden’s troubles brought to mind Ronald Reagan’s first debate in 1984, when he appeared old and out of it; he salvaged his campaign at his next debate with a well-timed joke about not exploiting his opponent’s youth and inexperience.
NYT
Hard to debate a liar: US prez on criticism
Prez Joe Biden brushed off Democrats’ complaints about his performance at the debate with Donald Trump and indicated that he had no plans to rethink his candidacy. “I think we did well,” he told reporters. Asked about Democrats’ concerns about his showing and calls for him to consider dropping out of the race, he said: “No. It’s hard to debate a liar.” He indicated that his raspy voice stemmed from a minor ailment. “I have a sore throat,” he said. His aides said he had been fighting a cold.
NYT
Kamala: ‘Slow start’, but Biden will win
Vice-president Kamala Harris defended her boss’ shaky debate performance, arguing that Biden should be judged on his record in office rather than the moments on the stage where he faltered. “Joe Biden is extraordinarily strong,” she said. Harris conceded that he did not perform expertly at the start of the debate. “It was a slow start, that’s obvious to everyone,” she said. “...(But) he got into a groove where it counted. I thought it was a strong finish. Our prez showed that he will win the election.”
NYT
Trump’s relentless attacks & falsehoods
For most of Thursday night’s debate, former Prez Trump verbally pummeled Prez Biden, painting his political opponent as an ineffective leader with a torrent of attacks that were frequently false, lacked context or were vague enough to be misleading.
Trump went directly after Biden’s personal character, calling him “weak” and little respected by global leaders who were “laughing” at him. He tried to accuse Biden of corruption, dubbing the president as a “Manchurian candidate” who was “paid by China,” a nod to frequent accusations of undue influence for which there is no evidence. He directly blamed Biden for a wave of immigrants “coming in and killing our citizens at a level we’ve never” seen, a hyperbolic claim that is not backed up by statistics. And in a wild misrepresentation of facts, Trump claimed falsely that Biden “encouraged” Russia to attack Ukraine, even though Biden has consistently tried to rally support for Ukraine.
Trump’s remarks during the debate were not different from the way he inveighs against Biden during his rallies. But the attacks were particularly striking given that Biden was standing mere feet away from him. The CNN anchors focused on keeping the peace, they did not even try to fact-check Trump’s assertions.
Biden did get in a few licks though. He said Trump had the “morals of an alley cat” and accused him of having sex with a porn star while his wife was pregnant. But by and large, Biden was on the defensive.
Seizing on Biden’s halting speech, Trump pounced at one moment when Biden trailed off, saying: “I really don’t know what he said at the end of that sentence. I don’t think he knows what he said, either.” But Trump’s most forceful attacks surrounded immigration. Trump invoked the idea of “Biden migrant crime,” claiming that Biden’s lax border policy had allowed terrorists and criminals to cross the border illegally. He accused Biden of killing “so many at our border” by not curbing the surge of migrants, an assertion that he did not back up with statistics.
Trump also went after Biden’s profile on the world stage. He argued that Putin was “laughing at” Biden’s leadership and at his failure to secure the release of WSJ reporter Evan Gershkovich. Trump also revived his accusations that Biden improperly received payments from a Chinese energy company tied with his son Hunter. There is no proof any portion of those payments went to the president. NYT
ESCALATING CONFLICTS
US assault ship in Mediterranean to deter Lebanon and Israel from war
Washington: The amphibious assault ship USS Wasp entered the eastern Mediterranean Sea this week as the US positions warships to try to keep fighting between Israel and Hezbollah in Lebanon from escalating into a wider war in West Asia.
While the Wasp has the capability to assist in the evacuation of civilians if full-scale war breaks out between Israel and Hezbollah along the Lebanon border, that’s not the primary reason it was rotated in, a US official said. “It’s about deterrence,” the official said. A second US official said the rotation is similar to how the US sent the USS Bataan assault ship into the waters around Israel shortly after Hamas’ Oct 7 attack on the country, with the vessel remaining for months in the eastern Mediterranean to help provide options and try to contain the conflict. The Wasp also is sailing with the amphibious transport dock ship USS New York, which can deliver troops either by on-deck helicopters or landing vessels.
AP
Russia says US drone flights over Black Sea risking a direct clash
Moscow: Russia warned the US on Friday its reconnaissance drone flights over the Black Sea risked leading to a “direct” military clash, issuing the threat days after angrily blaming Washington for a missile strike on Crimea. Ukraine’s attack on the Russian-annexed port of Sevastopol on Sunday drew fury from Moscow, which accused Kyiv of using US-supplied ATACMS missiles equipped with cluster munitions.
On Friday, Russia’s defence ministry said it had “observed an increased frequency of US strategic unmanned aerial vehicle flights over the waters of the Black Sea” which surrounds Crimea. It said the drones were “carrying out reconnaissance” and providing information for Western-supplied Ukrainian weapons that Kyiv is planning to use to strike Russian targets. Such flights “increase the risk of a direct confrontation” between Nato and Russia, and the army has been instructed to prepare an “operational response”, the ministry said.
AFP
Sept 10: A date for Biden to redeem self
Chidanand Rajghatta TNN
Washington: At the US presidential debate, Joe Biden failed to corner Donald Trump, a rival who is a recently convicted felon, and who was winging it with vague generalities and dissembling when asked specific policy questions. Despite calls from some quarters to quit the race, Biden associates said he will be preparing to participate in the second presidential debate on Sept 10. He will have nearly 10 weeks to shape up if he is not shipped out by then.
Even Biden partisans were shocked by the evening’s debacle. “I love Joe Biden. I know he’s a good man... Tonight was heartbreaking in many ways... There’s panic in the Democratic party,” Maria Shriver, the former first lady of California and a member of the Kennedy family, wrote on X. Former Democratic Senator Claire McCaskill offered a more blunt take, saying while the debate showcased that Trump is “a liar, a flawed character, mean, a jerk, ve- ry unlikable”, Biden“had one thing he had to accomplish and that was reassure America that he was up to the job at his age, and he failed at that tonight”.
Party veterans tried to stem the panic, suggesting that vo- ters should look at the larger picture. “It’s a choice between someone who cares about you —your rights, your prospects, your future — versus someone who’s only in it for himself,” former first lady, senator, and prez candidate Hillary Clinton said. But with polls showing Biden’s age is going against him, there is pressure in the Democratic Party from activists and donors to act quickly. “Our odds of Trumpocalypse II just materially increased,” Reid Hoffman, co-founder of LinkedIn and a Democratic donor, was quoted as saying in an email to party insiders.
Biden appeared to acknowledge the criticism during a rally in North Carolina on Friday, saying “I don’t debate as well as I used to.” But he added, “I know how to do this job.” Speaking for 18 minutes, Biden appeared far more animated than his showing the night before, and he excoriated Trump for his “lies”. “The choice in this election is simple,” he said. “Donald Trump will destroy our democracy. I will defend it.”
Biden’s campaign announced that it raised $14 million on debate day and the morning after, while Trump’s campaign said it raised more than $8 million from the start of the debate through the end of the night.
AROUND THE WORLD
IRAN VOTES IN SNAP POLLS
Iranians voted Friday in a snap election to replace late Prez Ebrahim Raisi, with the race’s sole reformist candidate vowing to seek ‘friendly relations’ with the West in an effort to energise supporters in a vote beset by apathy. Voters face a choice between hard-line candidates — parliamentary speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf and former nuclear negotiator Saeed Jalili— and the little-known reformist Masoud Pezeshkian, a heart surgeon. Also in contention is cleric Mostafa Pourmohammadi. Polls opened at 8am (local time) in 58,640 stations across the country. Early projections of the results are expected by Saturday morning and official results by Sunday. More than 61 million Iranians over the age of 18 are eligible to vote. Iranian law requires that a winner gets more than 50% of all votes cast. If that doesn't happen, the race's top two candidates will advance to a runoff a week later
Oklahoma orders schools to teach Bible, a move akin to that of Louisiana
The highest education official in the US state of Oklahoma Thursday ordered public schools to teach the Bible. “The Bible is a necessary historical document to teach our kids about the history of this country, to have a complete understanding of Western civilisation, to have an understanding of the basis of our legal system”said state superintendent Ryan Walters, an elected Republican official. The announcement comes one week after the Republican governor of Louisiana signed into law a measure requiring that the Ten Commandments be displayed in all public school classrooms. The separation of church and state is a founding US principle. The Louisiana law is already facing a legal challenge, and the Oklahoma guidance seems destined for the courts as well.
Woman sues ex for claims for refusing her airport ride
The promise of a ride to the airport is not legally binding, a woman in New Zealand has discovered after seeking compensation from her ex-boyfriend because she missed her flight. The woman was so annoyed about failing to catch her plane when her partner reneged on an airport ride that she ended the relationship and took him to a dispute tribunal. Her ex-partner’s pledge to give her a lift and look after her pets while she was away was a verbal contract, the woman claimed. According to legal experts, the woman would have had to show a legally binding contract for her claim to succeed.
France’s far-right seen winning 37% of vote: New poll
Paris: France’s far-right National Rally (RN) extended its lead in a poll published on the last day of campaigning before Sunday’s first round of parliamentary elections, with another survey showing it in sight of a slim majority.
Marine Le Pen’s anti-immigrant, eurosceptic party has led polling since Prez Macron called a surprise snap election this month. A new Opinion Way poll published by Les Echos newspaper Friday showed the RN could reach as much as 37% of the popular vote, up two percentage points on its score a week ago. Macron’s centrist bloc Together party was seen reaching 20%, down by two points from the last publication. The New Popular Front leftwing alliance stood at an unchanged 28% of the vote.
BFM TV, in a different poll compiled by Elabe, calculated that the RN and allies could end up with 260-295 seats in the new parliament — potentially crossing the 289-seat bar for an absolute majority.
REUTERS
Top court makes it harder to charge Jan 6 riot accused with obstruction, charge Trump faces
The US Supreme Court on Friday made it harder to charge Capitol riot defendants with obstruction, a charge that also has been brought against former prez Donald Trump. The justices ruled 6-3 that the charge of obstructing an official proceeding must include proof that defendants tried to tamper with or destroy documents. Only some of the people who violently attacked the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, fall into that category. It’s unclear how the court’s decision will affect the case against Trump, although special counsel Jack Smith has said the charges faced by the former prez would not be affected. The SC returned the case of former police officer Joseph Fischer to a lower court to determine if Fischer can be charged with obstruction. Fischer has been indicted for his role in disrupting Congress’ certification of Democrat Joe Biden’s 2020 election victory over Trump. Fischer is among about 350 people who have been charged with obstruction.
AP
Farage’s campaigner uses racial slur for Sunak; PM says he’s ‘hurt, angry’
Aide Also Called For Using Migrants For ‘Target Practice’
Indian-origin Sunak, UK’s first PM of colour, said: ‘My two daughters have to see and hear Reform people who campaign for Nigel Farage calling me an effing p***’
London:British PM Rishi Sunak Friday denounced the use of a racist slur against him by anow-suspended member of the anti-immigration Reform UK party led by Nigel Farage.
Sunak said he was hurt and “angry” after broadcaster Channel 4 filmed a Reform canvasser using a racist slur to describe him, adding that Farage had “some questions to answer”. “My two daughters have to see and hear Reform people who campaign for Nigel Farage calling me an effing p***,” said Sunak, first British prime minister of colour.
“It hurts and it makes me angry, and I think he has some questions to answer,” he added of the Reform leader. Sunak, who is of Indian descent, said he had deliberately repeated the slur word used “because this is too important not to call out clearly for what it is”.
Farage, a hard-right populist who is standing to become an MP after seven previous failed bids, has seen his campaign increasingly embroiled in controversy. A string of Reform candidates have been ditched or suspended in recent weeks over allegations of offensive comments. In the latest such scandal, an undercover investigation by Channel 4filmed at least two of its organisers making racist, Islamophobic and homophobic comments last week in Clacton-on-Sea, the constituency where Farage is running.
The individuals have now been dismissed, with Farage saying he was “dismayed” by the comments of “a handful of people associated with my local campaign”. “The appalling sentiments expressed by some in these exchanges bear no relation to my own views.”
Campaigner Andrew Parker, who is heard using the racist slur about Sunak, also called for new army recruits to carry out “target practice” by shooting migrants trying to cross the Channel illegally in boats. George Jones, a Reform events organiser, was filmed making homophobic remarks including describing the LGBTQ flag as “degenerate”.
Labour Party’s Keir Starmer, tipped to replace Sunak as PM, said he was “shocked” by the clip and that Farage faces a “test of leadership”. Farage was criticised earlier in the campaign for saying Sunak does not “understand our culture”, in reaction to the PM leaving early from D-Day commemorations in France. As per anti-racism outfit ‘Hope Not Hate’, Reform UK has had to withdraw 166 candidates, many of whom have made racist or offensive remarks.
AFP
US SC allows ban on homeless people sleeping outdoors
HOMELESSNESS A CRIME?
The US Supreme Court decided on Friday that cities can enforce bans on homeless people sleeping outdoors, even in West Coast areas where shelter space is lacking.
The ruling comes after homelessness in the US grew a dramatic 12% last year to its highest reported level, as soaring rents and a decline in Covid assistance combined to put housing out of reach for more people.
In a 6-3 decision along ideological lines, the SC reversed a ruling by a San Francisco-based appeals court that found outdoor sleeping bans amount to “cruel and unusual punishment” under the 8th Amend- ment. “Homelessness is complex. Its causes are many. So may be the public policy responses are required to address it,” Justice Neil Gorsuch wrote for the majority.A bipartisan group of leaders had argued the ruling against the bans made it harder to manage outdoor encampments encroaching on sidewalks and other public spaces in nine Western states. That includes California — home to an estimated 171,000 homeless people, or nearly one-third of the co- untry’s homeless population.
Homeless advocates, on the other hand, said allowing cities to punish people who need a place to sleep would criminalise homelessness. “Sleep is a biological necessity, not a crime,” Justice Sonia Sotomayor wrote in dissent motion. The case came from the Oregon town of Grants Pass, which appealed the ruling striking down local ordinances that fined people $295 for sleeping outside after tents began crowding public parks.
AP
How To Tackle Our Cities’ Monsoon Mess
● Restructure stormwater drains ● Remove encroachments from pavements, streets ● Make all agencies answerable to the urban local body ● Train more town planners
KK Pandey
Monsoon arrived in Delhi yesterday – so did waterlogged streets, traffic chaos and massive disruption of regular life. This happens every year, and in every major Indian city. Why?
Because our approach to dealing with the problem is not preventive. Every year, we deal with it after the city has been brought to a grinding halt. Issues like regular repair, replacement of drainage/ sewerage system, keeping public spaces (roads, streets, footpaths) free of encroachments are put on the back burner while there is still time for planning and management.
India’s urban population of 461mn (2019) will go up by 416mn by 2047. This means, without timely and concerted action by all stakeholders, the problem will get worse in coming years.
What’s behind the mess? | Waterlogging in our cities is caused by expansion of planned and unplanned urban areas without regard for space for circulation; drying up and destruction of lakes, tanks and water bodies due to dumping of construction and demolition waste; and inclusion of areas occupied by lakes and other water bodies in habitation zones. For instance, half of the 519 water bodies in Gurugram have disappeared over 40 years. The story is quite similar for Bengaluru.
Who is responsible? | Water management is the responsibility of three stakeholders: planning agencies, urban local bodies and exclusive agencies for water and sewage. The three rarely work in tandem, with issues of jurisdiction marring their efforts. While solid wastes fall in the domain of urban local bodies, water and sewage quite often don’t.
This bits-and-pieces planning does not allow for holistic management of huge urban spaces like NCR. You cannot deal with water issues, sewage or drains by working in silos, which is what urban bodies like NDMC and MCD, or even satellite cities like Gurugram and Noida represent.
Town planners have a vital role to play in how urban systems are run. But we don’t have even one per lakh population. Compare that with 38 in UK and 23 in Australia. Even in our larger cities, the number is well below the norm for modern global cities.
If planning is bad, implementation is worse. It is quite common for our cities to not have stormwater drains in place. Most Indian cities do not even have an exclusive drainage plan. So, a spell of heavy rain is all it takes to disrupt the flow of existing drains and lead to waterlogging. Matters are made worse because of solid waste that municipal bodies are derelict in collecting. This waste chokes drains in our cities.
Urban planning is all about foreseeing the future. In India, on the other hand, planning starts when an area is already under habitation. Even when there is advance planning, things move so slowly that by the time action is taken, the planning is obsolete. To take one example, past Delhi Master Plans were notified after 8-10 years of preparation. While the 2041 one was prepared on time, it is being processed for the last four years.
But just as responsible are citizens, cutting across income groups. Is it not common to see educated people in high and middle-income colonies illegally occupying footpaths outside their houses? Or parking their vehicles on roads, leaving little space for traffic movement? As for low-income areas, they are totally choked with little space for circulation.
What’s the way forward? | One, how plans are implemented needs a complete relook. MPD-2041, for example, makes a provision for blue-green development and use of dhalaos for segregation of waste. That must be implemented rigorously. Two, we must prepare proper drainage plans, or revisit them in case they have proven inadequate. Take waterlogging at Delhi’s ITO. The only way it can be resolved is by detailed restructuring of the sewage network that aligns it with water level of Yamuna.
Three, water and sanitation plans must be prepared as per 15th finance commission’s devolution package for 44 urban agglomerations covering 1,115 urban local bodies. Four, safety audit of roads/streets and footpaths must be done regularly. Such an audit should identify barriers/encroachments for follow-up action to free up space for movement of water, goods and people.
Five, authorities need to engage with communities for removal of encroachments from footpaths and roads. At the same time, spaces occupied by govt departments for their use should be cleared. Six, agencies handling water and sanitation should be made accountable to ULBs. Most important, ULBs should have overarching authority over all agencies responsible for urban upkeep. Finally, there must be regular maintenance of drainage and sewage network to minimise the chances of an unforeseen event throwing urban life out of gear.
The writer is professor, Indian Institute of Public Administration. Views are personal
Kvaratskhelianism
What a football hero from a tiny country tells us
Football is nothing without its fairytale moments. Georgia’s spectacular victory over Portugal to qualify for the last 16 stage of the ongoing Euro 2024 adds to the collection. A country of 3.7mn, this was Georgia’s first major tournament. Khvicha Kvaratskhelia, who scored the opening goal against Cristiano Ronaldo’s side, was a random 12-year-old in the crowd when the Portuguese star came for the inauguration of a football academy in Georgia in 2013. Without a doubt, this is Georgia’s greatest sporting moment.
Past to present | Sure, Georgia did have a strong footballing culture in Soviet times, and Dinamo Tbilisi was a powerhouse in the Soviet championships. Fun fact, Stalin was Georgian. But post-independence, Georgian football saw a steep decline. It’s only in recent years with help from Uefa that Georgian football revived, developing infra and establishing training centres. This led to emergence of players like Kvaratskhelia, who now plays for Italian club Napoli.
Indian football’s moment? | When will Indian football achieve similar results? Note that in 2015 Georgia’s Fifa ranking was 154, India’s was 156. Today, Georgia is ranked 74 while India is at 124. It’s not that a nation of 1.4bn people doesn’t have footballing talent. But as the mess with the sacking of men’s team head coach Igor Stimac shows, bureaucratic inefficiencies persist in the system. We have the players, but we don’t have the administrative system for a Georgian fairytale yet.
Here’s A Vital Thing That AI Can’t Do
mind field SHORT TAKES ON BIG IDEAS
Good work needs connecting with others, a human speciality
What counts as work today? What about the invisible labour that underlies tasks that can be seen and measured? There is a connective tissue between ourselves and our societies, which we fail to recognise. The Last Human Job: The Work of Connecting in a Disconnected World by Allison J Pughis about the importance of this ‘connective labour’.
Seeing the other and reflecting that understanding back is how humans help each other be human. This work is ubiquitous but there is no name for it. It is only partially understood. It is not recognised or reimbursed. As data analyticsand automation push systems to be efficient and reproducible, we are in the middle of a full-blown depersonalisation crisis.
When someone feels seen and understood, that powerful interaction reverberates. Neuroscientists call this “perceptual crossing”. It is about mirroring a relatively true image back to the other person. We might recognise the value of this in teaching and nursing, and not so much in police or the law. But, in fact, it pervades all successful interactions and organisations.
Automation and depersonalisation – a kind of machine logic – has set in across fields. Those who push these solutions say that it is to ‘scale up’ operations, or expand access, be more efficient,or take over tasks so that humans can be freed to focus on what matters.
But the primacy we give to data tends to edge out connective work, which is really an artisanal practice. It’s something we do with our bodies and expressions, our ‘spider sense’, that creates rapport and enables collaboration. We make helpful mistakes, our interactions are spontaneous and unpredictable. Machines can customise, they can offer a thin veneer of sociality, but cannot reproduce this capacity for connection.
In workplaces, excessive standardisation not only hinders relationships, it makes humans feel like automatons. Centring checklists, protocols and info can affect the quality of work, as the process becomes its own point, distracting from the actual work. In the West, after electronic records supplanted personal attention, doctors reported higher rates of burnout.
In the gig economy, connective labour becomes a consumer service, counted, shaped and surveilled through technology. Ratings and reviews do not replicate the quality of relationship that such work provided. Working in these environments is often alienating, with little solidarity to be found.
Connective labour is shot through with questions of social inequality.
Today there’s a growing sector of lifestyle work: investment advisers, coaches and therapists for affluent people. With the emergence of ‘concierge medicine’, only wealthy people can afford some handholding and clinical intuition.
People-to-people interactions are not always for the best, obviously. Shame and judgment can rear up. For those from marginalised or stigmatised backgrounds, it might be easier to rely on an impersonal system than a person who might condescend to them.
Social intimacy is not just a lubricant for transactions. It makes the world go round. Leaders who centre relationships motivate others, but they must also allow others to connect. This is seen in education, where research suggests a good principal can affect 25% of a school’s outcomes by affecting teachers’ emotions and consequently, a school culture of care, which boosts morale and learning.
Grocery shops, playgrounds, classrooms, clinics are all venues of interaction and belonging. They make a community out of individuals. Our social health depends on them.
Finding Joy In Little Things Is A Game-Changer
THE SPEAKING TREE
Jaya Row
Life can be tough. It throws challenges at us, but even in the darkest of times, there is always hope. Joy isn’t reserved for rare, monumental occasions. It’s constantly present. You just have to recognise it.
Today, let’s enjoy the magic and joy in our everyday lives. Finding joy in the little things can be a game-changer. A smile from a stranger, a beautiful sunrise, the laughter of children, and scores of other little things bring joy to life.
However, we are often too busy chasing after external objects to enjoy the many things that nature provides. The essential prerequisite to finding joy is a calm mind. The mind is often preoccupied with worry and anxiety about the future. You miss the beauty and grandeur that the present moment offers.
The mind is full of desires for various things. It goes out into the world to fulfil them. It is constantly in a state of agitation and is in no mood to enjoy anything. You may have a delicious meal before you, but if the mind is worried about a bad day at work or anxious about the following day, you cannot even taste the food. The same applies to any enjoyment. You focus on earning money to acquire a fancy home, luxurious car, or exotic vacation. Are you in the right frame of mind to enjoy it?
The Bhagwad Gita says that people cook but eat sin. You work hard and put in long hours to earn wealth. In the end, you only get stress and mental agitation. Who enjoys the world? The person who eats the remnants of sacrifice. You gain prosperity and happiness when you work in a spirit of service and sacrifice for a higher cause. Your mind is calm, and you can enjoy even the simplest things – the chirping of a bird, a gorgeous sunset, a simple meal or the gentle breeze.
The mind has the habit of focusing on one little thing you do not have. Thus, by your own volition, you miss the millions of things you have been blessed with – for free and in abundance. Even when you get what you seek, you are not happy. Your mind shifts to something else you lack. Thus, you are always unhappy, agitated, and miserable.
When your happiness is pegged on a future achievement, you do not enjoy what you have. When you get what you want, your mind immediately shifts to something else. This goes on endlessly. Swami Rama Tirtha said, “If you are not happy as you are, where you are, you will never be happy.”
It is a myth to believe that you need to possess a thing to enjoy it. Learn the art of enjoying a ride in the neighbour’s new car. Celebrate a colleague’s promotion. You are then free of the stress to earn the money to afford all this. You no longer suffer from the disease of more.
A calm mind thinks of higher, more fulfilling avenues. As you get anchored in the higher, you become free from lower desires. You evolve spiritually.
A thought for today
People say accidents are due to human error, which is like saying falls are due to gravity
TREVOR KLETZ
In For A Stricture
India’s building lots of infra. Who’s checking quality?
A tragedy like the collapse of foyer roof at Delhi airport’s domestic terminal that killed at least one, will likely happen again – in some airport, or bridge, hospital or commercial building. It sounds doomy, but it must be said. Hours before the Delhi accident, visuals from Jabalpur airport showed a car crushed by a roof section that caved in.
Missing link | It’s a laundry list of accidents from what most certainly is shoddy construction and maintenance, for decades a missing link in India’s infra boom. And it shows up everywhere – in the collapse of Majerhat bridge and Vivekananda flyover in Kolkata, Morbi bridge in Gujarat, seepage in Mumbai’s undersea tunnel, flooding in Delhi’s new underpasses. We don’t even count deaths from potholes – whether Mumbai or Delhi, or drownings in overflowing drains.
Sector in pain | Delhi’s GMR-run airport is the jewel in India’s airports’ crown. Its three terminals make it the world’s second busiest by seating capacity. GOI’s civil aviation push had a capex of over `98k cr (2019-24) for development, upgradation and modernisation. India has 149 airports, including 75 added over the last decade. But the sector is struggling, in every manner. Passengers shell out big money even, purportedly, for airport upkeep. Where is it all going?
Red flags | India’s rapid infra boom has been handicapped by scant oversight of contractors, irregular inspections, even shortage of qualified inspectors. Inconsistent standards and poor quality of materials worsen impacts of outdated inspection techniques, limited budgets and staff shortage. There’s corruption and conflict of interest. Heavy rain and extreme weather is the new normal; it is no excuse. The fast pace of development has outpaced inspection and maintenance capabilities. That’s a man-made disaster. GOI will review all airports. Is that nearly enough? The answer’s obvious.
Sacred space
Before you start some work, always ask yourself three questions – Why am I doing it, What the results might be and Will I be successful. Only when you think deeply and find satisfactory answers to these questions, go ahead.
Kautilya
JOE, BYE THEN?
Given how the first presidential debate went, should Democrats replace Biden by the next debate in Sep? But no matter which Democrat runs against Trump, it’s going to be a close contest
Columnist based in Michigan, US
Michael Wasiura
Millions of Americans have now seen a former president debate a sitting president, and few would care to witness such a thing ever again. For more than two hours, one of the old men on stage brazenly answered questions the moderators were not asking him, and the other old man on stage uncomfortably stumbled over several of his more substantial responses.
Watching the debate in Michigan – a key swing state in the Nov election – two historical analogies came to mind.
● First, compare Biden’s debate performance against Trump to the late, great Muhammad Ali’s final professional fight. In 1980, a retired Ali wanted one last shot at a heavyweight title. Up-and-coming Larry Holmes demolished the past-his-prime former champ in a manner that made viewers fear for the older man’s health.
● But there was also the 1960 presidential debate. Americans who had listened to the presidential debate on radio thought Nixon had won, and those who had watched it on TV thought Kennedy had won.
On substance vs style point, let’s note this: almost immediately after the debate ended, both Democratic leaning CNN and Republican supporting Fox News were admitting – or, in Fox’s case, celebrating – the fact that Biden not only looked awful, but sounded awful.
He often stuttered mid-sentence, mumbled constantly, and his answers contained far more factual info than many ordinary voters can comprehend. Biden lost, no matter how many outright lies Trump told in his confident, hypnotising style of delivery.
This meant that there was no debate: Biden really did look like an aging Ali, and sending him back out onto the big stage opposite Trump on Sep 10, when the next contest is scheduled, actually sounds cruel.
But unlike in the case of the disastrous final fight of The Greatest, Biden’s end may not come quite so suddenly. He might even end up outlasting the brute who just spent two hours rhetorically punching him in the face.
Right around an hour after the debate itself mercifully ended, CNN checked in with a focus group of Michigan voters. After five minutes of discussion about what it was they had just seen, this was the tally in the room CNN was polling:
- For Trump: 7
- For Biden: 6
- Undecided: 1
There are going to be a whole lot of people arguing today that Thursday night’s events have determined the fate of America for decades to come. And yes, the political equivalent of Ali vs Holmes really was incredibly ugly.
But for tens of millions of voters, Biden’s stuttering and vacant stares still appear less ugly than Trump’s attempt to overthrow the 2020 election, his failure to prevent the spread of Covid, his used-car-salesman demagoguery, and that time he was exposed bragging on video about committing sexual assault.
True, Trump’s poll numbers will go up by a few points over the next few days. Quite possibly, Biden really will end up watching a different Democratic candidate take on Trump in the next presidential debate in Sep. It’s also entirely possible that both Biden and Kamala will get replaced on the Democratic ticket. But that won’t end anything either.
Around an hour after the debate, when CNN published the results of a larger poll, it showed that only 5% of likely voters who watched the event had changed their minds about the candidates – a figure far from sufficient to signal the end of the Biden campaign.
Yes, many Michigan Democrats will 100% support the Democratic candidate in Nov so long as Trump is the opponent on the other side. It does not matter if a three-day-old slice of pineapple pizza calcifying in the refrigerator ends up being the country’s most promising competitor against Trump, they would vote for the pizza.
Even if it ends up being Kamala, they would vote for Kamala.
Trump won Michigan in 2016, and lost it in 2020. As goes Michigan this Nov, so goes America’s future, and there is literally nothing Biden or Trump could do to substantially change the number of Democrats or Republicans who are willing to support one candidate over the other.
This means that, no matter how insanely eventful the four months end up being, the results of this election are going to be painfully close. Biden voters have made up their mind. Trump voters have made up their mind. The only question that remains is, which side will convince a slightly higher percentage of its electorate to take the trouble of casting a ballot this fall?
Asking for a prediction? You’re as likely to get the correct answer by flipping a coin. All that’s certain is, if you really believe that things cannot possibly get any uglier than Thursday night’s debate, then you are in for four more months of shocking disappointment. There will be many more unappealing plot twists before we reach the unpredictable end of this deadly serious reality show.
The writer contributes to Newsweek and other American news outlets
Startup bets dip to $3.1bn in June, Zepto among top
Chennai: PE-VC investments in June cumulatively stood at $3.1 billion, though the total number of startup deals as well as amount fell marginally. According to Venture Intelligence, 71 PE-VC deals saw investments of $3.1 billion in June compared to 78 deals fetching $3.2 billion investments in May 2024. TPG Capital’s $900-million-investment in digital services firm Altimetrik and $600-million-investment in Zepto were the month’s two major investments.
TNN
Cap for basic demat a/cs raised to `10L
New Delhi: Aiming to boost participation of small investors in the securities market, Sebi on Friday increased the threshold for the basic service demat account to Rs 10 lakh from Rs 2 lakh. The new guidelines will come into force from Sept 1. The move will encourage small investors to trade in the stock market and ensure their financial inclusion.
AGENCIES
Govt gross liabilities up 3.4% at `172L cr
New Delhi: Total gross liabilities of govt increased to Rs 171.8 lakh crore at the end of March 2024 from Rs 166.1 lakh crore at Dec-end, a 3.4% increase quarter-on-quarter, the finance ministry has said.
AGENCIES
Forex kitty jumps by $816mn to $654bn
Mumbai: India’s forex reserves jumped by $816 million to $653.7 billion for the week ended June 21, RBI said on Friday. In the week before, overall reserves had dropped by $2.9 billion to $652.9 billion.
AGENCIES
RBI fines HSBC `30L for non-compliance
Mumbai: RBI has imposed a penalty of Rs 29.6 lakh on HSBC for non-compliance with specific directives related to credit, debit and rupee-denominated co-branded prepaid card operations.
TNN
Global debut: Govt bonds enter JP Morgan’s index
$25Bn Inflows To Lower Borrowing Costs, Support Rupee
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Mumbai: Indian govt bonds made their entry into the JP Morgan emerging market bond index on Friday, a development that can reduce the cost of long-term borrowings for businesses, add stability to the rupee and improve the country's balance of payments position.
The inclusion, announced last year, will lead to indextracking funds purchasing Indian bonds to align their portfolios with the index, creating immediate demand. It also enhances the visibility of Indian bonds and their credibility, attracting investment from a wider range of foreign investors.It is estimated that $20-25 billion of foreign investment will flow into India in FY25, given that Indian bonds will have a 10% weightage in the index.
Index chasing funds are estimated to have pumped in up to $500 million into the bond markets on Friday. The capital flows led to the strengthening of the rupee, which gained from 83.45 to 83.38 against the dollar. Despite a rise in the value of the dollar and crude oil in international markets, the rupee gained against the dollar because of the fund inflows.
“Since Oct 2023, non-residents have poured almost $10bn into Indian govt bonds, and an additional $5 billion though dollar-settled, rupeedenominated supranational bonds. With $2.3-billion in- flow in June alone, there's strong confidence that by the end of March 2025, index trackers will have a 10% weight allocated to India,” Parul Mittal Sinha, who heads financial markets in India at Standard Chartered Bank.
India's local debt stock of $1.3-trillion govt bonds is the second largest in emerging markets, with bonds inclu- ded in the index exceeding $400 billion, second only to China. India has the largest govt bond market in the region because of a historically large fiscal deficit for which banks were used as captive investors. Now with foreign investors picking up a large chunk of the bonds, banks will have more funds to lend leading to better rates.
“India’s relatively high yields among other index constituents can potentially convince active managers to shift to an overweight stance for these papers, along with the dedicated passive names. As it stands, positive real yields, low rupee vols, a supportive macro backdrop, strong defences against market volatility (record high reserves stock) and ongoing fiscal consolidation are key factors that make IGBs (Indian govt bonds) attractive for investors. In the near-term, we don’t expect these inflows to stoke material swings in the rupee or liquidity, courtesy the central bank’s active presence to minimise volatility,” DBS Bank senior economist Radhika Rao said in a note.
Airtel & Vi follow Jio, hike tariffs by 10-27%
Additional operating profits
these tariff hikes could yield
for the telecom industry
`20,000 CRORE Additional operating profits these tariff hikes could yield for the telecom industry `20,000 CRORE
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: A day after Reliance Jio’s announcement, Bharti Airtel and Vodafone Idea joined the market leader and announced tariff hikes by over 20% each as they sought to improve bottom-lines hit by intense competition.
While Bharti Airtel raised tariffs by 10-21% across plans, Vodafone effected an increase of 13-27%. Ratings agency ICRA said tariff hikes could yield additional operating profits of around Rs 20,000 crore for the industry once they are fully absorbed. With improved financial metrics, the industry will have the headroom to undertake deleveraging as well as fund capex for the technology upgrade, and network expansion, it said. Jio’s price rise may boost its monthly average revenue per user (Arpu) by about 17% over the next year, Morgan Stanley estimated. The Mukesh Ambani outfit, which pushed tariffs in India to record low after it launched a free service on an extended trial run to add subscribers, reported Arpu of Rs 182 during Jan-March quarter.
Airtel, which had an ARPU of Rs 209 at the end of the last quarter, has argued that it should be earning around Rs 300 from each of its users. “We believe that this level of Arpu will enable the substantial investments required in network technology and spectrum and offer a modest return on capital,” Airtel said.
Sensex rally takes breather after crossing record 79k
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Mumbai: The sensex and Nifty ended their four-day rally in Friday’s session. After hitting new highs in the first half of the day, profit booking in banking and IT stocks led to both indices closing in the red.
The sensex declined 210 points to close at 79,033 after hitting a new high of 79,672 in the first half. Meanwhile, Nifty — after touching a new life-high of 24,174 during the day — ended 34 points lower at 24,010.
Despite the selling pressure, the sensex and Nifty closed above the psychological levels of 79,000 and 24,000, thanks to a strong rally in Reliance Industries. Shares of Reliance rose 2.2% to a record high on Fri- day after its telecom arm revised its tariff.
“Profit-taking in banking stocks led the downfall in key benchmark indices, which had hit fresh intra-day highs in early optimism,” said Prashanth Tapse, senior VP (research), Mehta Equities. “Renewed FII buying in the current month so far and Indian govt bonds’ inclusion in JP Morgan EM bond index had triggered a major rally this week, but markets could turn volatile once again as higher valuations and no change in interest rate stance could prompt investors to book profit at regular intervals,” he added.
The recovery in Indian markets in June is attributed to foreign portfolio investors, who have bought $2.3 billion of shares in the month, ending a two-month selling streak. The sensex’s top losers were IndusInd Bank (2.6%), Axis Bank (1.8%), Bharti Airtel (1.8%), ICICI Bank (1.6%) and Kotak Bank (1.5%). The gainers besides Reliance were Tata Motors (1.8%), Asian Paints (1.2%) and Nestle (0.8%).
Core sector growth steady in May, tops 6% for 4th mth
TIMESNEWSNETWORK
New Delhi: Growth in the country’s key infrastructure sector remained steady in May but three sectors — crude oil, fertilisers and cement — contracted due to sluggish demand and base effect.
Data released by the commerce and industry ministry on Friday showed the infrastructure sector, spanning coal, crude oil, natural gas, refinery products, fertilisers, steel, cement and electricity, rose an annual 6.3% in May, marginally slower than the previous month’s 6.7% expansion but higher than the 5.2% growth recorded in May 2023. This was the fourth month in a row that growth has remained above 6%.
The sector accounts for nearly 41% of the index of industrial production (IIP). The electricity sector grew by 12.8% in May, faster than the 10.2% in April and above the 0.8% in May last year. The steel sector rose 7.6% in May, below the 8.8% in April and 12% in May 2023. The crude oil sector contracted 1.1%, fertilisers 1.7% and cement by 0.8%.
“While the core sector growth sustained above 6% for the fourth consecutive month, it eased slightly to 6.3% in May 2024 from 6.7% in the previous month, led by all constituents except electricity and coal,” said Aditi Nayar, chief economist at ratings agency Icra.
“A combination of factors, including the heatwave and the phased Parliamentary Elections, could have curtailed activity and execution in some sectors. We expect IIP growth to print at 4-5% in May 2024,” said Nayar.
AI-obsessed GenZs get GCC reality check
Veena.Mani@timesgroup.com
Bengaluru: Fresh engineering graduates joining GCCs (global capability centres of MNCs) are hugely aspirational. They are reluctant to do grunt work. And they are particularly eager to work on the most fashionable technologies — AI, in today’s context. A recent LinkedIn study found that GenZ is more AI-ready than others as they focus on doing AI-specific courses.
But this is becoming a pain point for GCCs, all of whom are trying to find ways to temper expectations and help freshers understand the end-toend needs of the engineering and software assembly lines.
“My biggest struggle with this generation is that they talk only about AI and ML. Just out of college, they do not un- derstand that in a sector like banking, AI cannot be deployed just like that, that banks are bound by lots of regulations,” Srikanth Gopalakrishnan, CIO for people and head of the India technology centre, Deutsche Bank Group, said.
To deal with this, the bank gets trainees to do at least two projects over one year, after which they can choose a permanent project. As a result of this exercise, Gopalakrish- nan said that many of them look for projects based on the exposure they get and not just the technology. In this process, freshers are also made to understand that work such as resolving tickets will be a huge part of their daily job in the initial years. “When they come out of college, they have a mindset that work is always about writing code from scratch,” he added.
Vaidyanathan Seshan, SVP and India tech hub head for Canadian athletic apparel company Lululemon, said freshers come with the idea that their work will consist only of coding. Part of the initial training therefore involves giving fresh graduates a deep dive into the retail sector. During a three-month bootcamp, freshers are not put on any project, but are taught things like Java, cloud services, and how and what sort of data they should go after.
“We help them differentiate between a science experiment in college and real-life business,” Seshan says. They are also asked to shadow a senior employee so that processes are understood, and the trainee gets an idea of the sort of products used by the firm. Seshan says this helps them get over the obsession with buzz words.
A similar approach is used by professional services firm Alvarez & Marsal, where a senior supervises the work for a few months. “The most important thing for us is to make sure that freshers understand what GCCs do and how they can build a successful longterm career with us,” says Manish Goyal, MD & GCC lead for India. This, he says, is not really possible during the internship. “We have found that the best way is to put them on a project with a seasoned professional. The fresher works with senior managers in an apprenticeship model. This way, freshers get deep exposure and learning,” he says.
Subashini Sriram, HR head at healthcare technology GCC Carelon Global Solutions, calls this generation of graduates “aspirational”.
UK plant strike: Tata Steel plans legal action
Mumbai:Tata Steel plans to challenge the validity of its UK unit’s trade union’s call for an indefinite strike from July 8 over its move to close certain parts of the operations on the Port Talbot site.
The company wants to close two blast furnaces in Port Talbot and switch to lower carbon electric arc furnaces. The closure will lead to axing of 2,800 jobs and the switch to electric arc furnaces — a proposal backed by 500 million pounds of govt money — will help Tata Steel to turn around its lossmaking UK operations.
TNN
Jewellers, fashion retailers pin hopes on festive sales
Middle Class Spending Strained, Demand Flat
Asmita.Dey@timesgroup.com
Mumbai:With discretionary spending still subdued, retailers are pinning hopes on festivities and weddings in the second half of the year to give a leg up to demand. Prediction of a good monsoon — which often translates into availability of cash for people employed with the farming sector or adjacent industries — is also expected to help consumption.
To be sure, some green shoots of consumption were visible towards the end of the March quarter, as indicated by companies, but a full recovery in demand is awaited. The slowdown in spending is more pronounced in lower (includes lower middle class) income households, impacting the mass segment, while premium continues to fare well.
The mass segment, weighed down by economic pressures, is displaying “cautious spending behaviours” and is recovering at a slower pace, Joy Alukkas, chairman and managing director of Joyalukkas Group told TOI. “The biggest requirement in the market is for the bottom of the pyramid to come in and spend,” said Kumar Rajagopalan, CEO at Retailers Association of India (RAI). Demand has remained flat in the current quarter and most retailers are worried because they had planned for a much bigger growth, he added.
The industry, analysts said, will also be closely watching for consumption-favourable announcements in the upcoming Budget. Within middle-income households, those earning between Rs 5-8 lakh annually seem to be more strained financially, industry executives indicated.
“FY25… things may improve but it is good if we plan that the uptick is gradual. Maybe we are also looking at a good monsoon, good industrial output, agricultural output… so, these are all good things which should help us to boost demand in the later part of the year,” V S Ganesh, managing director at Page Industries (exclusive licensee of the Jockey brand in India), said in the company’s Q4 earnings call.
A recent study by Deloitte India showed that about 32% of the 660 respondents surveyed intended to reduce their spending on apparel and footwear in the next 12 months. Accessories like watches and jewellery saw the lowest percentage of respondents intending to increase their purchase frequency. While adequate wardrobes, financial constraints and minimalist lifestyle choices all dictate the cohort’s spending preferences, 30% of respondents cited financial constraints to be the key reason for a lesser likelihood of spending on consumer durables.
“The big risk is that the mass segment does not revive as quickly as expected in the near term and we have continued pressure on volume growth, while the premium segment also remains sluggish with consumers feeling that their needs have already been met by past purchases,” Anand Ramanathan, partner and consumer products & retail sector leader at Deloitte India, said about the near-term challenges to consumption.
Paritosh Tiwari, head of retail at Raymond Lifestyle Business, said that the company saw an uptick in consumer spending in Q4, but which dwindled significantly in Q1 largely on account of fewer wedding dates. “The heatwave and national elections restricted consumer movement, adding to the low customer walk-insand pushing retailers to initiate an early EOSS (end of season sale) and midseason sales,” Tiwari added.
Car discounts are back after 4 years of waitlists
Dealers Drive Offers Amid Inventory Build-Up | Get `35K-60K Discount On Popular Models
Nandini.Sengupta@timesgroup.com
Chennai:Now may be a good time to buy that car you’ve had your eyes on.
After nearly four years of long waiting periods and negligible add-on benefits, it’s raining discounts in the auto industry. According to Federation of Automobile Dealers Associations (FADA) sources, current discounts range from Rs 15,000 to Rs 20,000 on a hatchback like the (old) Swift to Rs 50,000 plus (including cash discount, corporate loyalty and exchange programmes) on the Honda City.
Additional data from FADA shows that some of the higher offers are available on hatchbacks and sedans, with the Maruti Suzuki Alto K10 fetching up to Rs 42,000 (maximum on manual petrol variant) in discounts. Benefits on the Maruti Suzuki WagonR fall between Rs 25,000 to Rs 30,000, and in the range of Rs 18,000 to Rs 35,000 on the Hyundai Grand i10 Nios. On the sedan front, the Hyundai Aura comes with Rs 23,000 to Rs 40,000 in benefits — the highest on CNG — while the Honda Amaze fetches over Rs 40,000 (including exchange offers and corporate discounts).
Even high priced EVs and SUVs are fetching dis- counts, with the Hyundai Alcazar getting Rs 45,000 to Rs 65,000 off, the Mahindra XUV400 EV getting upto Rs 1.5 lakh in benefits and the Honda City eHEV getting Rs 65,000.
Dealers state a key reason to be the growing inventory at their end. Manish Raj Singhania, FADA president, said, “June and July are laggard months, so naturally discounts are high... but also because inventory levels are at 55-60 days and on the increase for the past three months. Some makes and models are still on the waitlist like the Mahindra Thar. Others like Maruti Suzuki’s new Swift and Ertiga don’t have any discounts at all. But generally, discounts on hatchbacks and sedans are steep.”
Auto industry experts said that in terms of disco- unts as a percentage of the retail price, smaller cars are at the top of the heap. According to JATO Dynamics, Alto, Bolero Neo, S-Presso, Celerio and Ignis have the highest discount-to-price per- centile. Ravi Bhatia, president of JATO Dynamics, said, “The data for the top 10 models with the highest percentage discounts for June 2024 shows that discounts have increased in response to inventory buildup in anticipation of the festival period. Car prices had significantly increased in the past, which has adversely impacted demand growth even though SUV sales are holding up.”
Dealers say that production ramp-up by some of the top-selling car companies means there has been more wholesale billing than retail in the last three months.
SPOT ON OR SPOT OF BOTHER
Shootouts set to take centre stage as psychology and new tactics come into play
RUSSIAN ROULETTE: Roberto Baggio (left) is consoled by an Italian official after he missed the decisive penaly against Brazil in the 1994 World Cup final. (below) Kylian Mbappe scores France’s first penalty in the shootout during the 2022 World Cup final against Argentina
Here’s a quiz question: What do the 2022 World Cup final, the 2021 African Cup of Nations final, the 2020 European Championship final and the 2016 Copa America final have in common?
Answer: They were all settled by a penalty shootout.
Like it or not, the shootout — that tense battle of wills over 12 yards (11 meters) — has increasingly become a huge part of soccer, an unavoidable feature of the knockout stage in the biggest competitions.
Added to the laws of the game in 1970, penalty shootouts have marred careers (Roberto Baggio has never gotten over his miss in the 1994 World Cup final), spawned pizza adverts (Gareth Southgate starred in one after his decisive failure from the spot at Euro 1996) and, in Lionel Messi’s case at the most recent World Cup, earned a win that definitively secures a player a place in the pantheon of soccer greats.
It’s why those who delve into the psychology and science of soccer are perplexed why this tiebreaker system has been — and continues to be — overlooked by many teams, especially in these data-driven times.
The theory that penalty shootouts are a “lottery” is well worn and oft-repeated. Johan Cruyff, the late Dutch maestro, gave short shrift to the idea that teams can prepare for spot kicks. Cruyff subscribed to the philosophy that a player can never simulate the pressure of a penalty shootout — that initial wait in the center circle, that long walk to the penalty spot, those few seconds face-to-face with the goalkeeper — on the training field.
Just this year, France coach Didier Deschamps railed against an attempt by the French Football Federation to come up with an initiative to improve the team’s performance in shootouts. France lost in them in the last 16 at Euro 2020 and in the 2022 World Cup final against Argentina. “I’m convinced — and my past as a player gives me this information — that it’s impossible,” Deschamps said, “to recreate a situation, on a psychological level, between training and a match.”
Jordet acknowledged that, but said it’s “absurd” to not try to simulate these pressure situations in training. AP
GO FIRST OR SECOND?
The latest major study of penalties, covering men’s competitions in European soccer over the last 11 years, showed the winning percentage of the team shooting first in penalty kicks was 48.83. Jordet said the advantage has “progressively and dramatically shrunk” compared to older research, some of which said there was around a 60% chance of the team going first winning.
SLICE OF HISTORY
There have been 22 shootouts at the Euros, including four in 1996 and 2020. Of the 232 shots taken in the shootouts, 178 were successful — a 76.7% success rate. That fits the data models which typically say the expected success of a penalty is 0.76 (that is, 76 out of 100 penalties would typically be scored).
TAKING PENALTIES IN TRAINING IS USELESS. THE PENALTY IS A UNIQUE SKILL OUTSIDE OF FOOTBALL.” — Johan Cruyff SAID IN 2000
URUGUAY ROUT BOLIVIA AS NUNEZ SCORES IN 7TH STRAIGHT GAME
East Rutherford: Darwin Nunez and his Uruguayan teammates romped through Bolivia’s defence as if it were a training game.
Nunez scored in his seventh straight international match, a 5-0 rout on Thursday night that moved Uruguay a to the verge of a Copa America quarterfinal.
“There are still several important steps to take in order to be convinced that Uruguay can reach the level we imagine with the individual talent it has,” Uruguay coach Marcelo Bielsa said. Facundo Pellistri put the Uruguayans ahead in the eighth minute and Núñez doubled the lead in the 21st with his 10th goal in his last seven games for Uruguay and 13th in 25 matches overall.
Maximiliano Araújo scored his second goal of the tournament in the 77th, and Federico Valverde (81st) and Rodrigo Bentancur (89th) added goals in Uruguay’s first five-goal game since beating Panama 5-0 in a June 2022 friendly.
SLOW-BURNING KNOCKOUTS BEGIN
CLASH OF THE UNSCATHED
Denmark will be forced to sweat on the fitness of midfielder Christian Eriksen, who did not take the pitch in the Danes’ pre-match training session. A spokesperson from the Danish FA (DBU) said Eriksen had taken part in a gym workout instead.
Germany & Denmark, Unbeaten So Far, Are Ready To Bite The Bullet
Dortmund: Euro 2024 hosts Germany come into Saturday’s last 16 clash with Denmark in Dortmund hoping to have learned from Sunday’s 1-1 draw with Switzerland, their final group stage match.
This is the only game in the round of 16 that features two unbeaten teams. Germany finished top of Group A with wins over Scotland and Hungary and a draw with Switzerland. Denmark drew all of their games against Slovenia, England and Serbia.
Germany’s defence received a muchneeded lift on Friday morning as centre back Antonio Rudiger took part in the team’s final training session ahead of their last-16 tie. Rudiger had been a doubt after sustaining a thigh injury in his side’s final group game against Switzerland, but he is expected to start against the Danes. With centre back partner Jonathan Tah suspended after picking up his second yellow card against the Swiss, Ruediger is likely to be joined in defence by Nico Schlotterbeck, who replaced Tah on the hour mark after he was booked.
After almost a decade of struggles at major tournaments, Germany were riding high after dominant wins over Scotland and Hungary to start the Euros.
Germany however came crashing back down to earth against Switzerland and were on course for defeat, before Niclas Fuellkrug’s stoppage time header snatched a draw — and with it, first place in the group. Germany boast a shinier trophy cabinet than their northern neighbours but were famously beaten by the Danes in the Euro 1992 final. Schlotterbeck said the Germans knew “actually everything” about the Danes. Since making his debut aged 29 in 2022, Fuellkrug has 13 goals — with the Dortmund striker normally coming off the bench. Fuellkrug said he was not concerned about his role as supersub. AGENCIES
FAMILIARITY BREEDS CONTEST
Defending Champions Italy Face Switzerland In First Sink-Or-Swim Match, Their 62nd Contest
NICOLÒ BARELLA
Berlin: Champions Italy take on Switzerland in the Euro 2024 last 16 on Saturday, their 62nd match, after making it through the group phase by the skin of their teeth. Switzerland have not beaten Italy for 31 years and have only eight wins from their previous 61 engagements.
The Azzurri needed a 98th minute equaliser from relative unknown Mattia Zaccagni against Croatia to secure second spot in Group B, five points behind tournament standard-setters Spain. Coach Luciano Spalletti said his team deserved to progress but undermined those words by criticising players for a timid performance in their final group game.
“Thus far everything they’ve done has been getting better, from my perspective,” he said.
However to the outside world his new-look Italy seem unconvincing and a significant downgrade on the side that triumphed at Euro 2020 -where they beat Switzerland 3-0 in the group phase.
Lazio forward Zaccagni, 29, insisted his team could take a step forward in the knock-out rounds. “Now we’re just thinking about preparing for a very important match against Switzerland,” he said on Thursday.
Murat Yakin’s Switzerland boast several Serie A players in their squad, including Inter Milan goalkeeper Yann Sommer and Bologna trio Dan Ndoye, Remo Freuler and Michel Aebischer. Italians and Swiss have long had close ties, sharing a border and Italian is one of the official languages of Switzerland, but that will all be forgotten in Berlin. “Regarding the round of 16, we know how to win, but we also know how to lose it,” Freuler told UEFA.
Switzerland proved at Euro 2020 they can put the cat among the pigeons, knocking out Kylian Mbappe’s France on penalties in the last 16 before Spain returned the favour in the quarterfinals.
That victory will give them confidence to try and equal their best ever finish in the tournament by reaching the last eight.
The winners will face England or Slovakia in the quarterfinals. AGENCIES
DAN NDOYE With a top speed of 35.6 kph (22.1 mph) the Swiss newcomer is the third-fastest player at Euro 2024, quicker than France’s Kylian Mbappe. He is seventh in goal attempts, level with Belgium’s Kevin De Bruyne and three short of Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo.
Weah, other US players suffer racist abuse after loss
Atlanta: Tim Weah and other members of the U.S. national team were targeted with racist abuse on social media after the Americans were beaten 2-1 by Panama in the Copa America on Thursday night.
The US Soccer Federation issued a statement saying it was “deeply disturbed with the racist comments made online.” Weah, who is Black, was sent off with a red card in the 18th minute after punching a Panama player. The short-handed Americans nearly held on for a tie, but Panama scored a late goal (Jose Fajardo the 83rd minute) that put the US hopes of advancing past the first round in serious jeopardy.
The USSF said several of its players were the targets of racist comments. “There is absolutely no place in the game for such hateful and discriminatory behaviour,” the statement said. “These actions are not only unacceptable but but also contrary to the values of respect and inclusivity that we uphold as an organization.”
The governing body also reported the racist abuse to CONMEBOL, the South American organizers of the tournament. CONMEBOL issued a statement saying it deplores “attitudes that hide behind social platform accounts.” Weah issued a public apology on social media.
“No matter what, I will always fight for my team and my country!” he said. “I sincerely apologize to everyone. I am so sad and angry at myself for putting my brothers through what they went through tonight.”
After Weah’s dismissal, Balogun delighted the crowd with a splendid strike from 17 yards to give the hosts the lead in the 22nd minute. However, the joy was shortlived as Blackman equalised from the edge of the box four minutes later. AGENCIES
CUTTING-EDGE TECHNOLOGY IS CHANGING THE FACE OF THE GAME
From smart-enabled match balls and artificial intelligence to cryogenic recovery chambers, football is being transformed by the cutting-edge technology available to players, coaches and officials. That much has been evident at Euro 2024, where advancements in areas such as equipment and sports science have been deployed on and off the field, designed to improve the game, the fan experience and player welfare.
RIGHT CALLS
VAR decisions seemed to be a smoother process here than seen, for instance, in the Premier League last season. UEFA is deploying semi-automated offside technology, along with AI and Adidas’ connected ball technology to speed up the review process and improve accuracy. Ten cameras are installed in each of the host stadiums, which UEFA says track 29 different points of the body on every player. Combined with the official tournament ball, which has a sensor to help detect every touch, and AI, the decisionmaking process is supposed to be quicker and more conclusive than before.
Goal-line technology has ended debate over marginal calls in terms of whether the ball has crossed the line. There are seven cameras in each goal. THE BALL Official match ball of the Euros, the Adidas Fussballliebe, is assisting with offside calls and also seems to be a hit with players. It’s made from recycled polyester and other materials including corn fibers, sugar cane and wood pulp, and players have spoken of the speed and distance it generates. Arda Guler’s curling effort from around 20 meters is just one example.
WEARABLES
England’s players have been spotted wearing smart rings. “The idea is it helps monitor your sleep, which is the biggest factor in terms of recovery,” England manager Gareth Southgate said.
Southgate is also wearing a smart watch which retails at $6,500, has its own tracking capabilities and also provides score alerts during the tournament.
TREATMENT
Teams have a suite of recovery devices. Spain’s base camp in Donaueschingen has a hyperbaric oxygen chamber, a cryogenic chamber and a phototherapy bed to help speed muscular recovery. A hyperbaric oxygen chamber is used to breathe in 100% pure oxygen. Cryogenic treatment involves the use of cold temperatures, while phototherapy uses light. “This works wonders after the intense games. Anything that can give us an edge we are going to take advantage of,” Spain forward Nico Williams said on Instagram. England captain Harry Kane has made use of air compression boots, which massage players’ legs and increase circulation. AP
DOWNTIME
For Spain’s 16-year-old winger Lamine Yamal, his spare time can be taken up with catching up with homework on his pad. He has successfully passed his school exams. Germany’s base in Herzogenaurach has a cinema screen by an outdoor pool. Germany’s Kai Havertz was seen carrying a popular video game console as he stepped off the team bus. AP
ARE THE STARS PERFECTLY ALIGNED THIS TIME?
5.49 Captain Rohit Knows What It’s Like To Be A T20 World Cup Winner, Back In 2007. The Rest, Including Virat Kohli, Don’t. With The Team Expected To Stick To The Template Which Has Got Them This Far, One Final Hurdle Now Remains Against The Formidable South Africans. India Will Hope Things Fall Into Place At The Kensington Oval Today...
DREAM RUN: Indian players celebrate an England wicket on Thursday
TIMES IN THE CARIBBEAN
Dwaipayan.Datta@timesgroup.com
Bridgetown (Barbados): ‘Chokers’. It’s a tag that’s bound to hurt. With cricket fans, exuberance spills over to anger every time their team loses a knockout game. There’s a tendency to forget that a team that comes so close so often must be very good.
South Africa have lived with this tag for a very long time and Rohit Sharma’s India would surely hate such a tag with all their heart.
Since the 2013 Champions Trophy, success in ICC events has kept eluding India even as they have come agonizingly close time and time again.
Many Indian fans had decided that they wouldn’t watch cricket anymore after Nov 19, 2023, but such is the lure of the sport that it’s impossible to stay away from it for long. The Indian team gives you enough reasons to come back to it, dream again, and hope that better days are around the corner.
Kensington Oval on Satur- 68 day definitely promises to be one such day. Rohit and Co. came into this World Cup with a steely determination and a concrete plan. They didn’t overdo it through the United States leg and the Super-8s, but simply kept at it.
Virat Kohli hasn’t scored runs. Shivam Dube hasn’t quite set the stage on fire. Even the ever-reliable Ravindra Jadeja isn’t at his usual best. But the team management is absolutely fixated about a template when it comes to West Indies conditions and it has worked like magic so far.
“In the game against Bangladesh, most of us got 20s and 30s. Only one guy (Hardik Pandya) got a half-century. Yet we reached 196. That’s the perfect performance for me,” Rohit had said, and that’s exactly what he wants his team to do against South Africa as well.
He knows the pitches in West Indies have enough in them in a day game where his spinners Kuldeep Yadav, Axar Patel and Jadeja can keep any batting lineup to below 160. And then of course, there is Jasprit Bumrah. Never in the nine years that he has been playing international cricket has Bumrah looked so unplayable. With 15 off four Bumrah overs becoming par — add to that a couple of wickets — India are virtually turning every match into 18-over contest. Opposition batters are almost obligated to attack the other bowlers to make up for it, and the left-arm spin trio is just too good for that.
Despite taking everything into consideration, there is a slight twist to this South Africa tale in the final. Forget the eight wins they have notched up so far. Just like India, South Africa, too, are a bat-first team. Even though they blew apart Afghanistan bowling first in the semis, the strength of the Proteas lies in going berserk at the top, courtesy IPL superstars like Quinton de Kock, Aiden Markram, Heinrich Klaasen, David Miller and a few others.
Almost all the teams have been wary of taking first strike against India but this South African bunch will surely bat if they win the toss. The last time that happened was in the game against United States at the Nassau County ground and a chase of 110 didn’t look straight-forward for a while.
It’s almost a given though that India, too, will like to bat first and take South Africa out of the contest. The Proteas pace-attack has a bit of venom to it and it is important that Kohli gets a few runs in this game. “We understand his class. Form is never a problem when you’ve played for 15 years. Probably he is saving for the final,” said Rohit, showimng confidence in a long-time colleague.
Reserve day for final
Friday was bright and sunny in Bridgetown but there is a likelihood of thunderstorms on Saturday. In case of a washout, the final will be played on the ‘reserve day’ Sunday.
On board BW8001 with Team India, from Guyana to Barbados
Fun & Laughter All Around As Rohit And His Boys Adjust To The Delayed And Cramped Flight
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Rishabh Pant and Suryakumar Yadav share a light moment in the flight
Dwaipayan.Datta@timesgroup.com
Bridgetown (Barbados): To see what a ‘family’ looks like, you had to be on the Caribbean Airlines flight BW8001 on Thursday night. As one walked into the commercial carrier-turned-charter a few hours after India’s ‘marathon’ semis against England, there were a few familiar faces.
After crossing the business class where Virat Kohli, Jasprit Bumrah, Shivam Dube and a few devastated England players were the prominent faces, one came to the economy section. Seated right at the beginning here were Rahul Dravid and batting coach Vikram Rathour.
And as one tried to figure one’s seat out, Kuldeep Yadav, who had just taken 3-19 a few hours ago, says, “Kahin pe bhi baith jaiyen sir, koi problem nahin.” And there you are, lodged right in the centre of a group which has given India a lot of joy.
The flight that was scheduled to take off at 6.45 pm had already been delayed by more than two hours. And now the delay started getting longer as the entire ICC crew and a big chunk of the broadcasting team started rushing in, trying to catch the last flight from Georgetown to Bridgetown, the venue of the final.
India’s cricket stars aren’t used to this. Especially when they are on a magnificent run and are set to play the most important match of the year. But the beauty of this team is that it isn’t complaining about the challenges that are being thrown at them.
In 36 hours, they will be up against the only other unbeaten team in the World Cup — South Africa. But for now, cricket seemed a topic far removed from their world. The Indian team seemed like a party out on a picnic with family and friends.
While Suryakumar Yadav and Ravinda Jadeja were settling down with their families, in came the familiar face of Rishabh Pant, trying to fix the overhead luggage. “Captain saab kahan hain bhai,” Surya asked, and you looked back to find the smiling face of Rohit Sharma, seated at the back of the economy section.
As the wait got longer, it was fielding coach T Dilip who appeared with a bag of sweet puffed rice. “Come Dilip sir, give me my share,” Jadeja, Yuzvendra Chahal and Surya demanded.
Everyone was getting thirsty too and when Jadeja asked for water for his daughter, the crew said they had run out of water bottles. “You will have to wait for a bit, we are waiting for more bottles,” one of the crew members said.
It was almost dinner time. Food wasn’t supposed to be served on the flight, and the kajus, mithas and the dubbas started coming out. While Surya tucked into his neatly arranged dubba of home-cooked food prepared by his personal travelling chef, who was sitting right behind him, Jadeja helped himself to some nuts, even offering some to his co-passenger, who he had just met.
Virat had enough of sitting all alone in business class and he too joined in, pulling Kuldeep and Chahal’s leg as Dravid settled into a conversation with Dinesh Karthik.
Amidst all these, you could overhear Surya’s wife Devisha — a ‘didi’ to Kuldeep and Rinku — discussing “how to go about your lives.”
Dinner was done, the flight finally took off. Jadeja got busy playing with his daughter, Surya switched on Bollywood thriller ‘New York’ on his iPad, and as one tried catching a nap, boom came the familiar voice of Rohit. “Chairman saab so rahen hain kya?” Rohit walked in laughing, pushing chairman of selectors Ajit Agarkar out of his nap.
Finally around 11 pm, the flight landed in Barbados. Three hours had passed in a jiffy, it was time to say goodbye. “Jeet ke ana bhai,” somebody asked Rohit as he carried his tired body towards the exit. The captain nodded and smiled, and you felt these boys-next-door deserve to become world champions.
‘NO BAGGAGE OF THE PAST’
Ahead Of His Final Day As India Coach, Dravid Says Teams Know How To Move On From Losses
Dwaipayan.Datta@timesgroup.com
Bridgetown (Barbados): It’s not easy being either India or South Africa on the eve of a big final. While South Africa have nothing to show in their ICC trophy cabinet but for a ICC Knockout Trophy in 1998 that most have forgotten, India’s recent woes at the crunch are well documented. But Rahul Dravid, who played against the great South African side of the 1990s and was a part of Indian teams that lost big finals both as captain and coach, feels there will be no pressure of the past bothering the sides.
“I don’t think teams carry the baggage of the past and know to move on from things. As we moved on from our defeat in Ahmedabad (against Australia in 2023), I am sure they have moved on from history as well. As players we understand that the other team that reaches the final is there for a reason and it has as much right to win as we have. As for Saturday, we will play our best cricket and hope the result falls on our side,” Dravid said just after India had notched up a brilliant semifinal win against England.
As much as Dravid tries to brush it off, the discussions around India’s loss in the World Test Championship final and the ODI World Cup final keep cropping up. Asked whether India will manage to cross the line this time, Dravid smiled. “I hope we do. It’s good that we have been consistent. Last year we have been No. 1 in all three formats and showed a lot of consistency. If we play well and the rub of the green stays with us, we should be there.”
There’s also an element of men- tal preparation and dealing with the physical fatigue of match-flight-game schedule. If there are any areas to work on, there’s no time, at least at the nets, because Friday was all about recovery.
“In terms of preparation, there will be no practice ahead of the final. It is about ensuring that physically, mentally and tactically we stay fresh and ready. Being in the right frame of mind is equally important as anything else,” Dravid said.India probably have a slight advantage going into the final because they have played a game in Barbados (against Afghanistan in the Super 8s). More importantly, they had two gruelling practice sessions which allowed them to understand what they should expect from the pitch.
“It’s good that we played in Barbados before but that doesn’t necessarily mean that the pitch will be the same. What we have done really well as a group is adapting and recognizing what to do. We played very differently in St. Lucia to the way we played in Guyana, where we figured out anything more than 150 should be good. Be prepared and do what needs to be done,” Dravid said, keeping it matter of fact.
GALLERY
Bronny James, LeBron’s teen son, picked by Lakers
Bronny James, the 19-year-old son of Los Angeles Lakers superstar LeBron James, was selected 55th overall by the Los Angeles Lakers in the second round of the NBA Draft. LeBron James, the 39-year-old Lakers playmaker who is a four-time NBA champion, has said he would like to play alongside his son next season -in what would be the first father son combination in NBA history.
Rajawat, Malvika into quarters; Gayatri-Treesa also advance: Priyanshu Rajawat stormed into the men’s singles quarterfinals with a straight-game 21-18 21-16 win over Chinese Taipei’s Huang Yu Kai in the US Open Super 300 badminton tournament. Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand also advanced to the women’s doubles quarters with a 16-21 21-11 21-19 win over Chinese Taipei’s Hsieh Pei Shan and Hung En-Tzu. Also making it to the last 8 was Malvika Bansod, who beat Czech Republic’s Tereza Svabikova 15-21 21-19 21-14 in women’s singles.
Gukesh draws with Nepo; Pragg too shares point: World Championship challenger D Gukesh played out a hardfought draw with Ian Nepomniachtchi of Russia, while fellow Indian R Praggnanandhaa shared points with Maxime Vachier-Lagrave of France in the second round of the Superbet Chess Classic, a part of the Grand Chess tour.
Olympic-bound quarter-miler Kiran wins gold: Kiran Pahal of Haryana once again stole the limelight as she won the women’s 400m race gold in 50.92 seconds -the same time with which she had qualified for the Paris Olympics in the semifinals -on Day 2 of the National Inter-State Athletics Championships.
ACTION TODAY
AUTO: F1, Austrian GP, Qualifying, 7.30 pm (Fancode);
BADMINTON: US Open, Semis, 10.30 pm (Jio);
CRICKET: ICC T20WC Final, India vs South Africa, 8 pm (Star); India Women vs South Africa Women, Only Test, Day 2, 9.30 am (Jio);
FOOTBALL: Euro 2024, Switzerland vs Italy, 9.30 pm; Germany vs Denmark, 12.30 am Sunday (Sony)
WIMBLEDON
Nagal drawn against Kecmanovic in Round 1
HOPING FOR THE BEST: Sumit Nagal
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Sumit Nagal will take on Serbian 24-year-old Miomir Kecmanovic in his first-ever main draw match at the Wimbledon championships, starting on Monday.
Nagal, however, will be familiar and have happy memories of the hallowed lawns of the All England Club, having won the boys’ doubles title with Vietnam’s Nam Hoang Ly in 2015. Nagal and Nam had beaten Kec- manovic and Casper Ruud in the semis then.
The Indian, ranked 71 in the world, is on a high after securing his spot in the Olympics by winning an ATP Challenger on clay in Germany earlier this month.
Nagal, 26, enters the grass court major not his favourite surface -without playing a tuneup event. Having followed up his Heilbronn title with another week on clay in Italy, where he was runner-up, Nagal took a much deserved fortnight’s rest ahead of his men’s singles debut at the Mecca of tennis.
Kecmanovic, world No. 53, will pose a stern test for the Indian. The Serb, who touched a career-high 27 early last year, has maintained his top-100 ranking since 2019, the year when he finished runner-up to Jannik Sinner in the ATP NextGen Finals. The right-hander, a junior world No. 1 and Orange Bowl champion, is yet to make an impact at the elite level but has been a constant at the Grand Slams and other top-tier tournaments.
Beating Kecmanovic could pit Nagal against Dutch 27th seed Tallon Griekspoor in the second round, and should he advance to Round 3, he could run into World No. 1 and top seed Sinner.
Leading javelin thrower DP Manu suspended for doping offence
Panchkula: Javelin thrower DP Manu, who was being seen as an Olympic hopeful, has been provisionally suspended by the National Anti-Doping Agency after testing positive for an anabolic steroid.
A source privy to the development confirmed to PTI that Manu’s positive test came during the Indian Grand Prix in April this year.
Earlier, Manu was asked to stay away from competitions by the Athletics Federation of India on the instructions of NADA.
The 24-year-old Manu, who won a silver medal at the 2023 Asian Cham- pionhsips, was more or less certain to qualify for the Olympics through world ranking quota but is set to miss the Paris bus after the latest development.
He was in the initial entry list for the National Inter-State Championships which began on Thursday here. But his name has been dropped from the updated roster.
AFI president Adille Sumariwalla told PTI that NADA has asked the federation to stop Manu from competitions but he did not confirm whether the athlete has committed a doping offence.
PTI
Shafali-powered India run riot
Verma’s Double Ton, Smriti’s Century Help Hosts Amass 524/4 On Day One
SUPER SHOW: Shafali Verma (L) and Smriti Mandhana have a light moment during their record 292-run partnership on Friday
Neha.Surana@timesgroup.com
Chennai: Shafali Verma (205, 197b; 23x4, 8x6) and Smriti Mandhana (149, 161b, 27x4; 1x6) were a combination of ruthless striking of the ball and elegant strokes as they flattened records and the South African bowling attack on Day 1 of the one-off Test here on Friday.
While a young Shafali slammed a breathtaking double century, Smriti extended her purple patch with a sublime ton as the hosts piled a mammoth 525 for 4 in 98 overs at the MA Chidambaram Stadium. During her 288 minutes stay at the crease, Shafali helped herself to a few records. The opening batter scored the fastest double hundred in a women’s Test off 194 balls and became only the second Indian to score a double century in red-ball cricket.
Shafali and Smriti made a cautious start as new-ball bowlers Masabata Klaas and debutant Annerie Dercksen kept things tight. But with negligible bounce to assist them, they delivered a slew of loose deliveries which helped the Indian openers get into their element. They scored boundaries at will to keep the motley crowd entertained. Once they found the rhythm, they were unstoppa- ble. The opening duo punished the Proteas for their shoddy fielding and found gaps at regular intervals. While southpaw Smriti mixed elegance with caution, Shafali was at her aggressive best and paced her innings well. In the first two sessions, the left-right combination stamped their authority.
When the openers were in their ‘not-so-nervous’ nineties, it was a race to the century between them. Both were batting at 98 when Shafali forged ahead of her senior with a boundary and jumped in joy to celebrate her maiden Test century. With the 3000-odd fans still on their toes, Smriti reached the threefigure mark in the next over.
Brief scores: India (1st innings): 525/4 in 98 overs (S Verma 205, S Mandhana 149, J Rodrigues 55, Harmanpreet Kaur 42 n.o, Richa Ghosh 43 n.o; Delmi Tucker 2-141) vs South Africa.
Kohli saving his best for the final: Skipper Rohit
Georgetown: India captain Rohit Sharma suggested fellow star batsman Virat Kohli’s run drought could well end in the T20 World Cup final against South Africa after his opening partner fell cheaply once again on Thursday.
Kohli’s run of low scores at the tournament continued when he was dismissed for just nine in a semifinal win against defending champions England in Guyana. He hit left-arm seamer Reece Topley for a six over long-on, but two balls later as he tried for an encore, the left-arm pacer knocked over the leg stump.
Former captain Kohli, 35, has now scored just 75 runs in seven innings this tournament at an average of 10.71.
But Rohit was convinced it would not be long before Kohli, one of the outstanding batsmen of his generation, was back to his best.
“Virat is a quality player,” he said. “Any player can go through that. We understand his class.
When you have played for 15 years, form is never a problem. He’s probably saving it for the final.”
India will now face South Africa in Saturday’s final in Barbados, with the match at the Kensington Oval a clash of the tournament’s two unbeaten teams.
“We’ve been very calm,” said Rohit, also the skipper when India suffered an agonising loss on home soil to Australia in last year’s 50-over World Cup final.
“We understand the occasion of the final. It’s important we stay composed, because that helps you make good decisions. We have been very steady, calm, and that has been the key for us. We’ll try our best. All I can hope is to put in another good show come the final.”
AFP
WICKET WAS OFFERING HELP, HENCE I KEPT IT SIMPLE: AXAR
Georgetown (Guyana): His exploits in the powerplay set up India’s massive win over England and left-arm spinner Axar Patel said keeping things simple was the key.
Coming in to bowl in the fourth over, Axar (3/23) removed England skipper Jos Buttler off his very first delivery. “Obviously in powerplay, it is difficult but when you know that you are getting help from the wicket, without thinking much, without doing anything extraordinary, I thought that the more I keep it simple, the easier it would be,” Axar said during the post-match presser.
PTI
BUTTLER ADMITS TACTICAL MISTAKE OF NOT BOWLING MOEEN
Georgetown (Guyana): Admitting that they were completely outplayed by India in the T20 World Cup semifinal, England skipper Jos Buttler said in hindsight it was a tactical mistake on his part to not bowl Moeen Ali on a turning pitch here. “Yeah, disappointing. I think we were outplayed by India. They fully deserved the victory,” Buttler said in the postmatch interaction.
“They had an above-par score. I was hoping to restrict them to 145-150. It was always going to be a tough chase from there,” Buttler explained as their batters tried to spuddle around especially against the Indian spinners.
PTI
Feisty Verma buries the ghost of Bristol
Neha.Surana@timesgroup.com
Chennai: Three years ago, on a nippy day in June, Shafali Verma momentary lapse in concentration cost her a century on debut. Understandably, the teenager was heartbroken after missing out on a 100 against England at Bristol. She still carries the scars. On Friday she revisited that moment during her innings against South Africa here, but remained focused during her record-breaking stay at the crease.
Speaking after a whirlwind knock of 205, Shafali, who took a single to bring up her double ton, said: “No one ever forgets getting dismissed on 96. Today, when I was at 96, those memories came back, but I was trying to back myself to hit those four runs. It’s a special moment for me and I will savour it as a precious treasure for the rest of my life.”
On the day, Shafali, a fearless striker of the ball, showcased her talent tempered with temperament. Although she had a mediocre outing in the recent three-match ODI series, she seamlessly transitioned into the whites and flayed pacers and spinners alike. The 27 fours and eight maximums were testimony to her brutal display of power hitting.
The 20-year-old showcased excellent wrist and footwork, dispatching a string of boundaries with finesse. Even when she lost her strong ally, Smriti Mandhana, she continued to cream the ball and enthralled the crowd with her favourite straight-down-the-ground shots. “It feels good to get both the maiden century and double century together. The ball was coming onto the bat nicely and I was able to hit exactly where I wanted. I just didn’t want to get out,” said Shafali.
AUDIENCES DON’T REALISE WHAT THEY’RE MISSING OUT ON IF THEY STAY STUCK TO THEIR PHONES
“Fans now use reels and selfies to show their love for their favourite artistes”
RAGHU DIXIT Musician
It is true that my fanbase has increased tremendously because of the many audience videos made at my concerts. However, it is also a fact that I always discourage people from recording while they are at my gigs.
The minute I get on to the stage, I see so many hands go up in the air, all with phones busy recording every moment. I often joke about this. I tell them that I am not all that good looking for them to need to record this for posterity. I have used humour but been firm and asked the audience to stop recording, because they do not understand what they are missing out on when they remain immersed in their phones. I really wish people would put their devices aside and enjoy the experience of being at the show, soaking in the intensity of the performance and the artiste they have come to watch.
Having said that, I realise sometimes the recording is a genuine effort. For instance, when I am performing at a venue in London and a member in the audience records part of the show to share it with those who could not make it, it can be an attempt to make them a part of the experience. Unfortunately, often these videos are not really a way to go back in time and relive an experience. Instead, these are shot and uploaded to just show off how cool life is, to friends and others on social media. Just because you are attending a concert. Call it peer pressure, or the need for validation or just an attempt to make others who could not be there, envious. I still understand a 30 or 40-second video recording, but I have seen people live stream the whole concert on social media and it befuddles me.
I feel the way we show our love for our artistes has changed drastically over time. In the early 2000s, I recall not missing even one of Thermal and a Quarter’s performances. I continue to love the band for their songwriting skills, Bruce Lee Mani’s captivating performances and admire the fact that they are a band with members who have stuck together for decades without letting anything come in their way. It does not matter to them if they get to a certain gig or what the audience demands. Back then, as fans, we would support our favourite artiste by buying all the latest CDs, their merchandise or even the little booklets they would distribute at the venue. We would follow their music and the growth of the performers.
Today, selfies, video clips and reels seem to be the way fans show their love for their favourite musicians. And I get that. In fact, I make it a point to repost every clip or reel that fans have made and it is their way of expressing their love for me and my work. At Lollapalooza, there were so many videos that I crossed the limit on reposts of fan stories. I realise, a musician reposting a fan’s post is gratification for the fan and establishes a certain bond between them.
Not all venues have the same approach to this. Certain auditoriums across the world do restrain people from recording the show at any cost. This is important for certain forms of art such as dance and theatre – as there are more complicated IPs to protect. It may not be as complicated for musicians. In fact, I see people recording at my shows as a tool to augment the popularity of my band and create a buzz for my next show.
Agree? Disagree? Write to us at: byinvitation@timesgroup.com The views expressed by the author are personal
#concert #liveshow #reels #raghudixitproject
Rashmika’s fun take on the Jamal Kudu song goes viral
Rashmika Mandanna sure knows how to have fun between shoots. The Pushpa actress shared a video on Instagram where she recreates her Animal co-star Bobby Deol’s famous Jamal Kudu step, but balancing a coconut on her head.
In the video, Rashmika says, “It’s like my head! I can balance a coconut on my head. How cool of a talent is that? Maybe I can dance also. I’m telling you, I have a flat scalp.” She added in the caption, “Ways to keep myself up and active after a night of no sleep. Pull in the most random challenges for yourself.” TNN
Rashmika Mandanna recreated the viral Jamal Kudu dance step from Animal (inset) with a coconut on her head
Delhi Times - Weekend Planner
MANGO FEST
Where: Worldmark, Gurgaon
When: June 29-30
Time: 4pm-10pm
MEDITATIVE SANTOOR
Where: Naadvistaar, Nizamuddin
When: June 29
Time: 4pm
HUMSAFAR: AN EVENING OF GHAZALS
Where: Museo Camera, Gurgaon
When: June 29
Time: 6.30pm
ANIME CLUB
Where: GK
When: June 30
Time: 6pm9pm
HINA HAS STAGE 3 BREAST CANCER
Hina Khan has been diagnosed with stage three breast cancer. The 36-year-old shared the diagnosis on Instagram and requested privacy. Hina’s post read, “I have been diagnosed with Stage Three Breast Cancer. Despite this challenging diagnosis, I want to reassure everyone that I am doing well. I am strong, determined, and fully committed to overcoming this disease. My treatment has already begun, and I am ready to do everything necessary to emerge from this even stronger. I kindly ask for your respect and privacy during this time (sic).”
TNN
OPTIMISTIC ABOUT BUSINESS IN THE NEXT SIX MONTHS: EXHIBITORS
After a dismal box office performance in the first half of the year, exhibitors and trade experts are hopeful about the robust lineup of movies in the second half of 2024
Deepika Padukone’s Singham Again is slated to release this Diwali
Vinay MR Mishra
In the first half of 2024, Bollywood saw a lull at the box office. Not many big-ticket films were released, and the ones that did, performed below expectation. Fighter, Shaitaan and Crew brought in some moolah, and some medium-budget (Srikant, Munjhya, Article 370 and Madgaon Express) films clocked in good numbers, but overall, that didn’t give the industry enough reason to celebrate. The second half of the year is expected to start on a positive note, with several big-ticket films queuing up for release. We spoke to industry experts to understand their expectations and hopes from the upcoming lineup of theatrical releases and why exhibitors are relying on Telugu films to bring in phenomenal numbers.
‘Next six months are going to be crowded at the BO’
Reflecting the optimism of industry experts about the second half of the year, trade analyst Taran Adarsh says, “Hopefully, we will recover a lot more.” Amit Sharma, MD, Miraj Entertainment Limited, shares, “The past six months have been dull for Bollywood, however, the calendar for the upcoming months look exciting. We have a medium- budget film coming in every month, along with big-budget movies. And to have that mixed slate is important. The next six months are going to be crowded at the box office. I am positive about the business. The next six months we will repeat the numbers that we did last year.”
CONTINUED ON 6
The release of Allu Arjun’s Pushpa 2: The Rule has now been pushed to December
Stree 2, which releases in August will see the original cast reunite on the screen
‘Thought it was an earthquake’
Musician duo Salman-Zaman, who were at Delhi Airport’s T1 when the roof collapsed, share their experience
Riya Sharma
We initially thought that it was a cloudburst or earthquake,” says singer Salman Khan Niazi, of the duo Salman-Zaman, who were present at Delhi Airport’s T1 on Friday morning when the terminal’s roof collapsed, killing one person and injuring several others.
“We had a show in Kolkata so we reached the airport around 5 am and our flight was supposed to take off at 7am. We are a team of 11 people, nine of us had already reached the airport. The remaining two members, who were at the entry gate, told us that suddenly airport hilne laga. They saw that the roof had collapsed at the departure gate, crushing a few cabs,” Salman tells us. He adds that after this, the airport operations were suspended and no one was allowed to enter or exit.
“There was utter chaos at the airport. But after waiting for three hours, our flight took off at 10am from the same terminal. We are guessing that this happened because our security was done and we were at the boarding gate,” says Salman, adding that they had to buy new tickets for one team member and the other one could not attend the show.
Luxury car brand launches tree plantation drive in Ghaziabad
(L-R) RJ Sarthak, RJ Kamby, and RJ Niki
With the aim of redefining safety, sustainability, and luxury, Volvo Car India has launched the Reverse Project, a unique initiative targeting environmental damage by turning kilometers into trees. The project was unveiled in Ghaziabad by Volvo MD Jyoti Malhotra and kickstarted on social media by Dia Mirza.
“Reverse Project is our shared journey towards sustainability. Every step we take together plants the roots of a greener future,” Dia said in a message to followers. “This pivotal step aligns with the brand’s vision of going 100% sustainable by 2040 and encourages you to turn your kilometers green by choosing electric. This is not just a dream – it’s a vision we are actively pursuing,” said Jyoti.
Attendees included Atul Garg, Member of Parliament, Ghaziabad, and media personalities RJ Sarthak, RJ Niki, and RJ Kamby, as well as social media influencers Himani Bathla and Harteerath Singh.
The brand’s management team says, “Unlike a typical CSR initiative, the project is a broader call to action for all EV owners. The simple yet impactful mechanism ensures that the kilometers driven in an EV result in trees being planted. This initiative has already seen over 10,000 saplings planted in Ghaziabad, transforming a former wasteland into a vibrant forest. Amid urgent environmental crises, initiatives like the Reverse Project bring hope and lead to significant change. This project highlights our brand’s dedication to environmental stewardship.”
The team adds, “Even without an EV, individuals can be part of the project and have a sapling named after them by visiting our website.” Website: reverseproject.volvocarindia.com
Jyoti Malhotra
(L-R) D S Rajora, Assistant Secretary General, ASSOCHAM, Atul Garg, Member of Parliament, Ghaziabad with Jyoti
Members of the brand’s team
A triumph of expertise, talent and collaboration at DTFW ’24
Delhi’s biggest fashion extravaganza, DTFW 2024, was a resounding success, thanks to the collaborative efforts of industry leaders. Baldev Raj, Founder and Chief, Prius Brand and Partners, said, “By powering Delhi’s biggest fashion extravaganza with our expertise in providing one-stop solution to events, we created a big buzz in the industry. We successfully scaled up the three-day fest in terms of brand visibility, business, and operational excellence.” Adding to this, Amit Kumar, co-founder, People for Fashion, said, “For DTFW 2024, we successfully leveraged our expertise to spotlight the talent that fuels the fashion industry.”
Meanwhile, Pankaj Rawat, Director, Rawat Hospitality, said, “We planned ex- quisite culinary experiences, ensuring that everyone felt pampered and valued.” Akshay Bhati, CEO, Godbless Films, said, “We were thrilled to be the official camera and film partner for DTFW 2024. We planned and executed our filming strategy to ensure that every moment was captured with precision and flair.”
Baldev Raj
Amit Kumar
Akshay Bhati
A step away from glory: Bollywood raises toast to Rohit & Co. after win
Talk of the town
Elton sells wardrobe for charity
Elton John, known for flamboyant outfits ranging from Louis XVI cosplay to Donald Duck sailor suits, is auctioning off his personal wardrobe on eBay. The collection of over 250 items showcases his iconic extroverted style, featuring colourful printed shirts by Gianni Versace, along with pieces from Yohji Yamamoto, Gucci, and Richard James.
The auction, aligned with Pride month and benefiting the Elton John AIDS Foundation, includes not just stage wear but also off-duty items like branded tracksuits and dressing gowns. Already underway for 10 days, the auction has seen notable bids on items such as a Versace jacket featuring lyrics by Elton John and Bernie Taupin.
John expressed hope that the sale would inspire buyers while supporting LGBTQ+ causes, continuing his tradition of fundraising through wardrobe auctions. Alongside husband David Furnish, John previously sold items in 2000, 2006, and 2009, with proceeds benefiting charity.
Agencies
Early intervention could help with urinary incontinence, says doctor
Dr Vipin Tyagi, Senior consultant Urologist, Sir Ganga Ram Hospital
Urinary incontinence is the inability to control the flow of urine. Though it’s a physical problem, it also affects a person’s emotional well-being. After all, it can interfere with day-today life and cause a person to avoid activities he/she enjoys and can set off a ton of stress,” informs Dr Vipin Tyagi.
He adds, “People with complaints of urinary incontinence feel shy to share their problem and self-isolate. Whereas, they should get tested at the earliest symptoms. Early intervention is the best solution to treat the condition. Every year, World Continence Week is observed in the third week of June globally. The earliest symptoms are urine leaks during coughing, sneezing and laughing. It occurs because of weakening of pelvic floor muscles, ageing, family history, obesity; post-trauma, injury, surgery or stress. In men, pros- tate enlargement could be a cause while multiple pregnancies, childbirth and menopause can make women more vulnerable to urinary incontinence. It can be managed with medicines that help relax the bladder. Surgical interventions come in as the last line of treatment.”
“There are four common types of incontinence – stress (when sneezing or coughing increases abdominal pressure), urge (sudden urge to pass urine), overflow (unable to empty bladder fully leads to frequent leakage) and total (when bladder is unable to store urine and there is constant leakage during standing or walking). With the myths associated with urinary incontinence like bladder control is a normal part of ageing and has no cure, people generally shy away from sharing their problems with their doctors. It is important to seek help and not let the condition affect your quality of life,” says the doctor.
Disclaimer: The views/ suggestions/opinions expressed in the article are the sole responsibilityof the experts.
Singapore-based author launches her children’s fantasy novel in India
Sunita Lad Bhamray with her book Kalee And The Mysterious Twins: Keepers Of The Big Secret
Sunita Lad Bhamray, who is based out of Singapore, recently visited India to launch her latest children’s book, Kalee And The Mysterious Twins: Keepers Of The Big Secret. According to the author, the book is now one of the bestsellers online in the science fiction and fantasy for children categories.
Known for creating engaging literature for young readers, Sunita’s previous works includes the short films she produced and scripted in Singapore.
Her storytelling prowess extends to her YouTube channel, Su’s Short Stories for Kids.
About the premise of her book, the author says, “Kalee, the daughter of an arborist (tree surgeon), befriends magical plants. Together, they embark on truly thrilling adventures that emphasise environmental stewardship. The blend of fantasy and real-world issues in the book aims to inspire young readers to appreciate and protect nature.”
HOW TO: Take care of silverware during monsoons
REGULAR CLEANING
Use a silver polish or a mixture of baking soda and water to gently scrub and polish the silverware.
DRY THOROUGHLY
After washing silverware, ensure they are dry before storing them during monsoons. Moisture can accelerate tarnishing, so use a soft cloth to dry them thoroughly.
STORE PROPERLY
Avoid storing them in humid areas like the kitchen or near windows where they can be exposed to moisture.
USE ANTI-TARNISH PRODUCTS
Consider using antitarnish strips or pouches when storing silverware. These help absorb moisture and prevent tarnishing.
AVOID DIRECT CONTACT WITH CERTAIN MATERIALS
Avoid contact with rubber bands, rubber gloves, or newspaper, as these can lead to tarnishing.
Supporting actors should be paid fairly, but we are not: Ashwin
Ashwin Mushran
Natasha Coutinho
Ashwin Mushran, known for his roles in films like Fashion and Sanju, says that supporting actors deserve better pay, especially now when production budgets have become a topic of concern.
Speaking to us, Ashwin states, “If it’s a `100 crore film and the lead actors receive `35 to `40 crore (a major part of the budget), the remaining amount is allocated for making the film. Supporting actors should be paid fairly, but we are not. Some part of the money is spent on lead actors’ staff like managers and fitness trainers, who are not even part of the production. This leads to unfair pay and mistreatment of supporting actors. We want to be treated like we are part of the industry too. Actors who complete the job without causing trouble aren’t treated with the respect they deserve.”
‘Big-ticket entertainers are the true-blue theatrical watches’
It is not that we don’t have confidence in Hindi films, but there aren’t as many big-ticket Hindi films releasing this year. It is a year run by Ajay Devgn and Akshay Kumar on the Hindi front. There are no Shah Rukh Khan, Salman Khan, Hrithik Roshan, Ranbir Kapoor or Ranveer Singh films releasing. Hence, the dependence on the Telugu movies is huge – Akshaye Rathi, exhibitor
Hollywood big-ticket movies, including Deadpool & Wolverine (top), Joker: Folie à Deux (left) and Venom: The Last Dance (above) have a huge fan following and are expected to generate excitement at the box office
CONTINUED FROM 1
Film exhibitor and director of Aashirwad Cinemas Akshaye Rathi stresses the importance of tentpole movies. He explains, “The second half of the year looks far more promising because you have a higher number of big-ticket releases. We have pan-India movies ranging from Kalki 2898 AD and Pushpa 2 to big Tamil movies like Indian 2, and then, of course, there is Singham Again, which is one of the biggest franchises. These big-ticket entertainers are the true-blue theatrical watches. Hopefully, these films will create an impact and get revenues for multiplexes, single screens – tier one, two and three – everywhere across the board.”
Devara: Part 1, Kalki 2898 AD, Pushpa 2 and Game Changer are a few of the pan-Indian movies that trade experts are pinning their hopes on. Sanjeev Kumar Bijli, Executive Director, PVR INOX Ltd, says that Hollywood movies such as Deadpool & Wolverine, Joker: Folie à Deux and Venom: The Last Dance might be saviours in the second half of 2024.
Speaking about the dependance on Telugu films this year, Akshaye Rathi elaborates, “It is not that we don’t have confidence in Hindi films, but there aren’t as many big-ticket Hindi films coming out this year.
There are no Shah Rukh Khan, Salman Khan, Hrithik Roshan, Ranbir Kapoor or Ranveer Singh films releasing.
Hence, the dependence on the Telugu movies is huge.”
Kiara Advani and Ram Charan in Game Changer and (below) Varun Dhawan in Baby John
Tabu and Ajay Devgn in Auron Mein Kahan Dum Tha
Jr NTR will share screen space with Janhvi Kapoor in Devara: Part 1
Alia Bhatt is producing her film Jigra
Films expected to create an impact at the box-office (July-Dec 2024)
Auron Mein Kahan Dum Tha
Sarfira
Stree 2
Singham Again
Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3
Chhaava
Welcome to the Jungle
Sitaare Zameen Par
Baby John
Devara: Part 1
Game Changer
Kanguva
Indian 2
Pushpa 2: The Rule
Jigra
Clint Eastwood walks daughter down the aisle
Clint Eastwood’s youngest daughter, Morgan, tied the knot with Tanner Koopmans earlier this month with her family in attendance.
The actor, 94, walked his 27-yearold daughter, who is expecting her first child, down the aisle on June 15 at his 22-acre ranch in Carmel, California.
Speaking with People about the wedding, Morgan shared it was “very European-inspired and so perfect,” adding, “We wanted every element to feel as relaxed as possible. I did my own makeup and hair, chose some inexpensive earrings, and threw on a pair of velvet heels I’d previously worn. It was adorable.”
Agencies
Clint Eastwood with Morgan at her wedding; (right) a file pic of them
The bride with her husband Tanner Koopmans
ANXIOUS WHILE TRAVELLING? YOU CAN PREVENT IT
I used to feel nauseous and claustrophobic on long flights. Now that I’ve started travelling again to closer destinations, I’ve observed that focusing on my breathing and distracting myself with a book or movie has significantly reduced my anxiety — Shruti Ghorpade, an employee at a Bengaluru-based advertising firm
Hodophobia – fear of travel, aerophobia – fear of driving, agoraphobia – fear of leaving safe places, fear of train travel and sea travel are some types of fears associated with travelling
Yvonne Jacob
Planning a detailed travel itinerary and signing up for new adventures can be exhilarating for many but overwhelming for some. Experts believe that the stress of travelling, also known as travel anxiety, is common among people and can happen to anyone at any point in their journey. Celebs like Tiger Shroff, Vicky Kaushal, Jennifer Lawrence, and Sandra Bullock, among others, have spoken about their fears related to travelling too. Fortunately, there are ways to identify what triggers this anxiety to help you prevent it.
Common triggers
Fear of the unknown
Uncertainty
Stressful or negative past experiences
Fear of flying
Keep your travel anxiety in check
Regulate your breath
Be prepared
Have an empathetic travel companion
Research about the destination beforehand
Know the locations of nearby eateries, shops, and medical stores
How can you identify the symptoms
Taylor Elizabeth, an emotional intelligence and etiquette coach, says that part of the solution is to acknowledge your feelings. “Stress and anxiety show up in different forms like an increased heart rate, stomach discomfort, obsessive thoughts, or constant fear of what can go wrong. Acknowledging and reflecting on your feelings lessens their hold on you and helps you to pinpoint specific stressors,” she adds.
A word of caution
Dr Meghana Dixit, an author and brain and performance expert, shares that keeping a comprehensive travel list on your phone that covers everything from ticket bookings to medications can diminish travel anxiety. “However, if someone has severe anxiety linked to past traumas, I strongly recommend seeking therapy or fear counselling,” she adds.
What is travel anxiety
People experience travel anxiety when they feel anxious about an upcoming trip or if they want to avoid travelling due to certain fears. In some cases, travellers who have anxiety issues might experience symptoms like panic attacks or irregular breathing.
Sandra Bullock is ‘deathly afraid of flying’ after she survived a Wyoming plane crash in 2000
Jennifer Lawrence admitted that she almost tried to hop off a flight because she felt ‘really claustrophobic’ and had to ‘get out’
Tiger Shroff recently revealed that he has aerophobia, which he developed after experiencing turbulence on a flight
Vicky Kaushal has hydrophobia and has said that his biggest fear is being stranded alone on a boat in the middle of the ocean
Michael Jackson was in a major debt at the time of his death
Michael Jackson had passed away at the age of 50
Michael Jackson, the King of Pop, passed away on June 25, 2009, due to apparent cardiac arrest. However, court documents filed on June 21 revealed a shocking detail– Jackson was over $500 million (`41.73 billion approx) in debt at the time of his death.
The petition was filed by attorney John Branca and executive John McClain, the executors of Jackson’s estate, who are seeking legal authorization to pay various legal firms for services they provided to the estate from July through December 2018. “The executors have faced extraordinarily challenging circumstances. Jackson’s most significant assets were subject to more than $500 million of debt and creditors’ claims, with some of the debt accruing interest at extremely high interest rates, and some in default,” the petition reads. Agencies
Delve into the future of surgical care at CK Birla Hospital Gurugram
In cancer treatment, technological advancements have revolutionized surgical procedures, significantly improving patient outcomes. A major breakthrough is the advent of robotic surgeries, which have proven to be a game-changer compared to traditional methods. At CK Birla Hospital® in Gurugram, the landscape of cancer treatment has been transformed by the precision and effectiveness of robotic surgeries, especially with the use of the da Vinci Surgical System.
This cutting-edge platform provides exceptional dexterity and accuracy, enabling minimally invasive procedures, faster recovery times, and better preservation of nerves and organs.
Robotic surgical systems are effectively being used in multiple disciplines including oncology, gynaecology, urology, orthopaedics & bariatric surgery, which is helping surgeons produce exceptionally improved clinical outcomes.
Major Evolution in Surgical Oncology for Cancer Patients
Robotic surgeries offer significant advantages across various oncology branches, enhancing patient outcomes through precision and minimally invasive techniques. Robotic surgical systems are revolutionizing enabling minimally invasive and highly precise procedures.
In gynaecology, robotic systems facilitate access to difficult areas with advance robotic surgical instruments specially designed to reach inaccessible areas.
Oncology benefits from robotic assistance for surgeries like colectomies and prostatectomies, enhancing precision in tricky regions. (TORS) address head and neck cancers, improving outcomes for speech and swallowing & in some cases it has significant edge over Radiation therapies.
Robotic gastrointestinal cancer surgeries offer 3D vision which ensure removal of disease from abdomen region with high end precision & minimal scarring and faster recovery with complete removal of delicate tumors.
Orthopaedics leverages AI-based imaging for error-free alignment, while urology achieves safer cancer surgeries with minimized negative space. Robotic breast cancer surgery combines resection and reconstruction by enabling breast conservation a new age technique, of keeping the breast functional post cancer treatment.
Major Boon for non-cancerous Surgeries
1. Gynecological Surgery: Robotic surgery for gynecological cases at CK Birla Hospital® offers a minismaller incisions, less pain, and faster recovery. It is particularly fibroids and endometriosis, ensuring better preservation of reproductive organs & minimal impact to other organs, enabling a patient to return to normal life at a faster pace.
2. Urological Surgery: For urological conditions like prostate cancer and kidney surgeries, the Da Vinci Surgical System allows precise, recoveries, reduced complications, and better preservation of nerve and organ function. At CK Birla Hospital®, they are committed to providing the latest treatment methods for the best clinical outcomes. Embrace the future of surgical care with our cutting-edge robotic surgeries and experience unparalleled precision and faster recovery.
Kidney Transplant: The treatment for patients with Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD)
(L-R) Da Vinci, Dr Indrajit Momin, Dr Sunil Sharma, Dr Prajit Mazumdar, Dr Kuldeep Agarwal, Dr Vaibhav Saxena
Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD) is a major medical problem worldwide. In many countries chronic kidney disease is now among the top five causes of death. CKD is one of the leading cause of morbidity and throughout the world with many new cases detected every year.
The primary role of kidney is to filter waste from blood and remove excess water from the body to maintain constant volume and composition of body fluid. Once kidney failure occurs, the treatment options are Numerous studies have shown that people with kidney transplant live longer than those who stay on dialysis and have a better quality of life.
Several myths regarding renal transplant exist leading to uncertainty and hesitation among potential donors. Dr.Prajit Mazumdar and Dr. Indrajit G Momin, Senior Consultant Nephrologists at Yashoda Super addresses these myths and presents the facts.
Myth 1: Kidney transplantation should be the last resort for treating patients of CKD.
Fact: It should be the very first option for patients suffering from CKD primarily because of increased longevity.
Myth 2: The blood group should be same as that of donor.
Fact: It may be feasible to get a kidney from a donor with different blood group(ABO Incompatible Transplant). However, the prerequisite is to eliminate the antibodies that would affect the transplanted kidney.
Myth 3: Kidney Transplant can only be done after dialysis starts.
Fact: Pre-emptive transplantation is transplantation done before starting dialysis and such patients tend to do better.
Myth 4: Renal transplant is possible in young people only.
Fact: Anyone diagnosed with endstage renal disease can undergo renal transplant as long as they are medically fit.
Myth 5: Both non -functional kidneys are removed from the patient during transplant.
Fact: Generally both non -functional kidneys are not removed and the new kidney is placed extra peritoneally in the pelvis.
Myth 6: Women will NOT be able to conceive after kidney transplant.
Fact: Pregnancy can occur after renal transplant and chances of pregnancy are more as compared to being on dialysis with good outcome.
Myth 7: It is risky to donate a kidney, and the process is liable to harm the donor.
Fact: Living kidney donors can lead normal, healthy lives post-donation. The remaining kidney compensates for the loss, and donors experience no long-term detrimental effects
Myth 8: The quality of life is reduced after kidney donation.
Fact: People after donating a kidney can lead normal life including going to work and doing daily physical activities.
Myth 9: Kidney transplant is very expensive as compared to dialysis.
Fact: Dialysis is required throughout the lifetime of a patient. If one compares the costs of frequent dialysis as against the one-time cost in kidney transplant, the transplant works out to be cheaper in long term
Myth 10: Only the wealthy can have a Kidney Transplant.
Fact: This is a widespread misunderstanding that may discourage many individuals from pursuing kidney transplant. Most health insurance plans cover the majority of the costs connected to the patient transplant process. Moreover, there are numerous government aided financial programmes for poor patients. Yashoda Super Speciality Hospital, Kausambi under the mentorship and guidance of Chairman Dr.P.N.Arora and Managing Director Dr. Upasana Arora, is one of the first to do Kidney transplant under PM Ayushman Bharat Scheme in Uttar Pradesh to help the very poor patients and give them a new life.
Donating a kidney is not a myth but a reality that has saved countless myths and misconceptions, the hospital aims to encourage more individuals to consider donating kidney and thereby saving lives of those suffering from Chronic Kidney Disease.
Here, at Yashoda Super Speciality hospital, Kaushambi, they have a Renal Transplant Programme which has been running successfully with state of the art facilities and latest medical equipment to carry out kidney transplantation successfully. The hospital is using the Da Vinci Xi (4thgeneration) Robotic system which is approved by the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and is the latest in the advanced surgical technology for minimally invasive surgery, empowering surgeons with computerised 3D visualization and increased range of motion with better ergonomics leading to increased precision, reducing risk of complications and blood loss. The use of the Da Vinci system leads to few tiny incisions to the patient leading to less pain and scarring, reduced risk of infection leading to shorter recovery time and reduced length of stay. They have domestic and international patients with a commendable success rate.
Aligned with the hospital philosophy to provide quality health care services to all section of the society, Yashoda Super Speciality hospital aims to provide state of the art kidney transplant services to every CKD patient for the benefit of the society.
CLEARING THE MYTHS AND FOG ABOUT ICUs
Dr Anurag Mahajan, Vice Chairman – Critical Care, PSRI Hospital, Sheikh Sarai II, New Delhi
During the course of a disease, it is unpredictable when a patient signs of worsening, in spite of the huge leaps that the science has made even when patients are on appropriate treatment. Critical care units form the backbone of hospitals by providing advanced qualified and competent manpower to cater to the sick and critical disease conditions of the patients. equipped 45 beds of critical care with qualified, competent and dedicated manpower to cater to all specialities, Medical, Surgical, Gastroenterology, nephrology, cardiac and CTVS, Neurosciences, Gynaecology, oncology as well as liver and kidney transplant.
SOME FACTUAL LIGHT ON THE VARIOUS MYTHS AND NOTIONS REGARDING CRITICAL CARE UNITS.
As and when a patient reaches ICU it means that the patient has reached a point of no return.
Myth: A significant proportion of patients in the ICU are not critical but in need of advanced care and intensive monitoring so as to prevent any worsening and help in faster recovery.
All patients who reach ICU will be put on ventilator and it is like signing a death warrant.
Myth: Patients reach ICU because they are sick and have organ dysfunction/failure. Lungs are the most soft target and only those patients who have advanced respiratory failure will need a ventilator. Except in cases of advanced and irreversible diseases, ventilation is actually a life-saving modality. Most patients with severe pneumonia and respiratory failure would not survive if the ventilators were not available to help the patients.
ICUs means that your patient is under the care of machines and technology, these areas are soulless.
Myth: While it is true that ICUs are equipped with advanced and modern machines and technology, the various data and information that is made available is interpreted by the trained mind power of the qualified doctors and nurses who actually plan and execute the treatment.
The fact is that it is the positive spirits and humane approach of the doctors & nurses who are the soul of ICU, that helps patients recover.
Doctors in the ICU only say that patients are critical and may not survive, they are not encouraging.
Myth: When your patient is in an advanced state of illness, the doctors in the ICU will tell you the actual situation, however grim, even when they understand that the attendants are looking for hope. The best mantra is, prepare yourself for the worst but hope for the best.
Once the patient is in ICU you are at the mercy of the ICU team for all decisions relating to patient care.
Myth: At every step in treatment, in the present state of awareness, all procedures are done after obtaining written and informed consent. Every attendant has the opportunity and right to ask valid questions which are dutifully answered by the members of the ICU team.
For more details contact: Press Enclave Marg, Sheikh Sarai II, Near Saket Court, New Delhi – 110017, Contact:84 84 84 84 17
Can your nails reveal hidden cancer risks?
Have you ever noticed unusual changes in your or someone else’s nails? While it's common to attribute nail abnormalities to everyday issues like injuries or infections, recent research suggests that these changes could signal more serious underlying health conditions. One area of study is the potential link between nail abnormalities and cancer risk. Scientists from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) have uncovered a connection that could revolutionise how we detect and diagnose certain cancers.
THE BAP1 GENE AND NAIL ABNORMALITIES
Scientists at the NIH have discovered that a specific benign nail abnormality might indicate the presence of a rare inherited disorder known as BAP1 tumour predisposicaused by mutations in the BAP1 gene, significantly increases the risk of developing cancerous tumours in various parts of the body, including the skin, eyes, kidneys, and the tissue lining the chest and abdomen.
The findings, published in JAMA Dermatology and presented at the Dermatology Annual Meeting, originated from a study involving 47 individuals from 35 families with BAP1 tumour predisposition syndrome. Participants underwent dermatological screenings at enrollment and annually, revealing a surprising pattern: many had a particular nail abnormality called onychopapilloma.
WHAT IS ONYCHOPAPILLOMA?
Onychopapilloma manifests as a coloured band, typically white or red, along the length of the nail, accompanied by thickening of the nail and the underlying nail bed. This benign tumour usually affects only one nail. However, among study participants over the age of 30 with BAP1 tumour predisposition syndrome, 88% exhibited onychopapilloma on multiple nails. The presence of onychopapilloma on multiple nails, especially in individuals with a personal or family history of melanoma or other BAP1-associated malignancies, should prompt consideration of BAP1 tumour predisposition syndrome as a diagnosis.
THE IMPORTANCE OF EARLY DETECTION
The discovery highlights the potential of nail screenings as a valuable tool for the early detection of BAP1 tumour predisposition syndrome. An observant patient who reported subtle nail changes during a baseline genetic assessment inspired the systematic evaluation of other participants, leading to this critical finding.
Biopsies of the affected nails confirmed the presence of onychopapilloma, linking it to BAP1 mutations. This insight opens the door to earlier
potentially reducing the risk of developing related cancers.
HOW DOES THIS RESEARCH HELP IN THE FUTURE DISCOVERY OF CANCER?
The ongoing research, including the study proMesothelioma Patients Members With Germline Other Genes," aims to further understand the implications of BAP1 mutations and develop effective screening and treatment strateabnormalities and cancer risk offers a promising avenue for early detection and intervention. The NIH's findings highlight the importance of paying attention to subtle changes in our bodies, as they could be indicative of more significant health issues.
RANKING SURVEY 2024ALL INDIA CRITICAL CARE HOSPITAL
The objective of this research was to arrive at a list of Top Hospitals for various specialties in India for 2024. The specialties included in the research were Oncology, Nephrology, Urology, Cardiology, Paediatrics, Gynaecology/obstetrics, Neurology, Emergency & Trauma, and Gastroenterology/Hepatology.
Cardiology, OBGYN, Paediatrics and Neuro Sciences continued on page 2
From the first test to the first step – with you, throughout your journey to parenthood
The beginning of the journey of momhood— from pregnancy to the child’s growing years— are filled with surprises, new experiences, and unique challenges. This crucial period offers an unparalleled window of opportunity for laying the foundation for a child’s longterm health and development. It is during this period that a newborn’s brain development, physical growth, and immune strength undergo rapid progression. Ensuring the best care and support during these precious years is essential for building a strong future for little ones. Apollo Cradle & Children’s Hospital partners with families throughout this transformative journey, providing children with the greatest gift of all: a healthy and robust start to life.
A HOLISTIC DESTINATION FOR PRENATAL AND MATERNITY CARE
Apollo Cradle & Children’s Hospital, a part of the Apollo Hospitals Group, are one of the pioneers in introducing standalone centres for Woman and Child care in India. Offering a comprehensive spectrum of healthcare Neonatology, and Paediatrics, they have established a vast network of over 18 centers across five cities namely Hyderabad, Bengaluru, Delhi NCR, Amritsar, and Chennai. This makes the establishment one of the largest integrated maternal and children’s hospital chains in the country, with an impressive safety record of over 200,000 babies delivered.
EXCEPTIONAL CARE AND COMFORT
Apollo Cradle is committed to providing exceptional clinical care combined with a luxurious experience for mothers and children. The comprehensive services cater to women from their early twenties to late fifties, with a special focus on high-risk deliveries and fetal medicine. The Level III NICU ensures that babies receive expert care from super specialists who possess extensive knowledge of the most advanced treatments and technologies. The PICU & pediatric specialty services at Cradle provide comprehensive care for children up to the age of 16 years. The hospital’s success is driven by a team of highly qualified specialists, well-trained nursing staff, and cutting-edge technology such as the eNICU.
The maternity rooms of Apollo Cradle at all their facilities are mindfully designed to accompany the mom on a beautiful journey with her baby, from the womb to the world. The suite rooms feature cozy, warm, and calming interiors that Trained nurses are available 24/7, catering to all the needs of expectant mothers. The labour delivery rooms are fully equipped with advanced features, supported by an efficient team that is adept at handling highrisk pregnancies.
GROWING AND INNOVATING FOR THE FUTURE
For empowering a mother-to-be on her new journey, Cradle has introduced the Apollo Cradle App, one of the best pregnancy tracker apps designed to help her right from conceiving her baby, all the way to delivery, child care and postpartum. Hospital, every woman and child can be confident that they are in safe hands.
For further details: Call: 1860 500 4424 Visit: www.apollocradle.com Branches: Motinagar, Chirag Enclave Indirapuram, Gurugram Sec 14 & 82, Greater Noida Follow us on: fb/ApolloCradleIndia Insta/apollo_cradle youtube.com/@ApolloCradle
FROM THE FIRST TEST TO THE FIRST STEP
Planning for a baby? Begin your journey with Apollo Cradle & Children’s Hospital and receive a complimentary Preggo Kit worth Rs. 3,499. The kit includes a free pregnancy test kit, pregnancy blood test, home sample collection, and your first consultation. Additionally, enjoy a 50% discount on your first fetal scan and 20% off on the bed booking package.
ASTER MEDCITY: SHAPING THE FUTURE OF HEALTHCARE
When it comes to healthcare expertise, Aster Medcity has earned its name by providing some of best possible care to patients, through a combination of clinical expertise and cutting-edge technology. Located in Kochi, it is undoubtedly one of the best multisuper specialty hospitals in the country treating over 6 lakhs people every year. Accredited by JCI and NABH, the hospital provides quality healthcare in Neurosciences, Cardiac Sciences, Gastro Sciences, Oncology, Rheumatology, Women’s Health, Paediatrics & Neonatology, and multi-organ transplantation.
UNPARALLELED TECHNOLOGY
From one of India’s first Flat Panel Bi-Plane Vascular Hybrid Cath Lab to one of South Asia’s First OR 1 Karl Storz Fusion Integrated Operation Theaters to South India’s First ICCA (IntelliSpace Critical Care and Anesthesia) ICUs to one of Kerala’s first da Vinci Robot and True Beam Linear Accelerator to one of South Asia’s First NeuroNav MER system for DBS Therapy, Aster Medcity always strives hard to stay ahead of the times and to be among the first in the world to bring new, evidence based, approved therapies and technology to our patients. They are also one among the very few to offer Cryoablation therapy for heart rhythm disorders. Aster Medcity Joined their gamut of technology recently is the high precision fully automated Joint Replacement Robot.
CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE
Aster Medcity’s Centers of Excellence are an amalgamation of experienced doctors, modern technology, and one of the highest level of patient care and treatment.Aster Medcity is the first hospital in south India to offer comprehensive treatment for prostate related issues including Rezum water vapour therapy, Holep , Milep and more.
Some of the clinical programs that are worth mentioning here:
MINIMAL ACCESS ROBOTIC SURGERY (MARS)
Pioneer in Robotic Surgery in Kerala, Aster MARS is one of the very few centers in India to offer da Vinci Robot assisted high precision surgeries in the field of Urology, Gynaecology, Hepatopancreatobiliary (HPB) surgery, Gastrointestinal surgery, and Onco surgery. The centre has performed more than 5000 robotic surgeries till date. It is the third center in the world to perform Robotic Trans-vaginal Kidney Transplant Surgery and has performed numerous robotic kidney transplants. The centre also houses a high precision, fully automated Joint Replacement Robot that complements the expertise of joint replacements.
DEEP BRAIN STIMULATION (DBS) THERAPY
Aster Medcity became one of the first centre in South Asia to introduce the NeuroNav MER system for Deep Brain Stimulation (DBS) therapy in the management of Parkinson’s. The centre is the most active one in Kerala for DBS therapy. If performed at the right by the improves the quality of life significantly and reduces the motor symptoms of movement disorders. Within the span of two years, Aster Medcity has successfully completed approximately 100 DBS surgeries.
KIDNEY & LIVER TRANSPLANTATION
Aster Medcity has been transforming many lives of people who suffer from end-stage kidney and liver failure. Having performed more than 750 Kidney and Liver Transplants across all age groups to date, it has earned its name in organ transplant in children weighing less than 10 kgs. Funding support is also arranged for the deserving children.
CRYOABLATION FOR ARRHYTHMIAS
Aster Medcity is one of the first centers in the country to introduce Cryoablation therapy to restore a normal heartbeat after interrupting abnormal electrical pathways that leads to stroke and other heart failures. Aster Medcity believes that the combination of technology and human expertise leads to the best possible outcomes for patients. The clinical team in the hospital are at the forefront of their fields and are constantly seeking out new and innovative ways to improve patient outcomes. By bridging the gap between patients and quality healthcare, Aster Medcity is on a mission to build a healthier community.
With a commitment to pioneering technology and unwavering clinical excellence, Aster Medcity ensures that every patient receives exceptional care. With their brand promise: “Aster Medcity, We'll Treat You Well”.
For more details contact: Aster Medcity Phone – 8111998098 Email: astermedcity@asterhospital.com
Quality Makes Kalra Hospital a Prominent Name in Healthcare
DR. R.N Kalra, Medical Director and CEO, Kalra Hospital
Kalra Hospital is in the service to society for more than three decades now. The hospital was inaugurated by Sh. P Upendra, Information & Broadcasting minister, Govt. Of India in 1990.
It has state of-the-art infrastructure, highly experienced and qualified professionals, dedicated staff and a patient -friendly organizational culture. The-stately concrete foundation boasts of modern architecture in the west of the metropolis. Among the top medical centers in New Delhi, the hospital -ushers concern, care and compassion that fades away the pain, anxiety and helplessness of every ailing patient with state -of-the-art Super specialty hospital in West Delhi, dedicated to provide high quality health care services to its patients.
The group has now has spread its roots in other parts of the city as well. The hospital offers all the health care services such as cardiology, cardiac surgery, 24x7 emergency services, burns & plastic surgery, dentistry, nephrology, gastroenterology, endocrinology, vascular surgery, rheumatology and critical care.
Kalra Hospital SRCNC Pvt. Ltd is a tertiary care referral center. The hospital has 165 beds and the first-of-its-kind (the first multispecialty hospital in the city to import cutting-edge technology from Germany) modular operation theaters besides host of other facilities. The highly-efficient intensive care units (adult/pediatric) and the Heart Commands are equipped with the central monitoring systems that keep doctors aware of patients’ condition. The super speciality hospital also has a sophisticated Emergency support system. Moreover, the hospital has a technically superior cardiac operating room and cutting-edge labor OTS.
Besides, the hospital organizes regular continuing medical education programs attended by the region’s top physicians and surgeons as part of its education core curriculum. It keeps the specialists & consultants abreast of the latest developments in the world of medical sciences.
Kalra hospital has been organizing free health camps since its inception and lakhs of patients have been benefitted. During tough times of COVID too, Kalra hospital took the lead and helped the society by maintaining oxygen availability round the clock.
The hospital has been organizing World Heart Day every year to spread awareness among people especially young generation about heart diseases and their prevention.
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Paras Health: A Network of Quality Services in Healthcare Across India
Kanpur
Since its inception in 2006, steadfast in its mission to democratize healthcare access across Bharat. Emerging from humble beginnings in Gurugram, this healthcare provider has expanded its footprint to 8 hospitals across key regions, Srinagar, and Kanpur. Each facility embodies Paras Health’s quality, accessibility, and affordability.
Dr. Dharminder Nagar, Managing Director of Paras Health, inspired by his father's entrepreneurial spirit and witnessing healthcare disparities fi rsthand, embarked on a mission to bridge the gap. Paras Health's fi rst hospital in Gurugram marked a turning point, becoming the fi rst tertiary care facility in the area. This success propelled them forward, with a strategic focus on establishing hospitals in underserved regions.
The Gurugram facility with its 300 beds and over 110 experienced doctors set the benchmark for quality care and service as the fl agship hospital. It offers a healthcare providing specialized treatments in cardiology, neurology, orthopaedics, and oncology among others. This holistic approach ensures that patients receive comprehensive care tailored to their specifi c needs. Paras Health were amongst fi rst in Haryana to be accredited by NABH and NABL, demonstrating their commitment to quality and patient-safety. They were also the fi rst to introduce Transradial Interventional Cardiology, a minimally invasive procedures This growth is a testament to the organisation’s mission to reach communities in need, ensuring that quality medical assistance isn't restricted by any barrier.
In Patna, Paras HMRI Hospital continues this tradition of providing quality healthcare since 2011 with its 350-bed facility, serving as the largest private healthcare provider in Bihar. Similarly, Paras Global hospital launched in Darbhanga in 2015, with 100 beds capacity stands out as one of the fi rst private hospital in the region to offer an ICU, cardiac facility, and full-fl edged in-house diagnostics. These hospitals not only serve their immediate regions, but also to cater to patients from neighbouring states and even countries, extending the reach of Paras Health’s compassionate care.
Paras Health’s focus on expansion is driven by a commitment to identifying underserved areas and bridging their healthcare gaps. In Panchkula, the new hospital, established in 2019, addresses the long-standing need for advanced healthcare facilities in the city. The Ranchi hospital, a partnership with PSU Heavy Engineering Corporation, inaugurated in 2019, is another signifi cant milestone in Paras Health’s mission to provide quality healthcare in eastern India.
In 2020, Paras Health came up with 200-bedded hospital in Udaipur, including 57 ICU beds provides critical care services that were previously unavailable in the region. The recent addition of hospitals in Srinagar and Kanpur for the emphasizes Paras Health dedication to reaching larger yet farther population.
The Srinagar Hospital, one of the largest super speciality corporate hospital in Kashmir with 200 beds and the Kanpur facility with 400 beds are the latest mile- stones in Paras Health journey. These hospitals are equipped with advanced medical technology and staffed by experienced healthcare professionals ensuring that patients receive the highest standard of care.
At the heart of Paras Health’s philosophy is a commitment to treating patients as partners. The organisations guiding principle, #PartnersinHealth, refl ects its dedication to fostering a healthier Bharat by making top-notch healthcare services accessible to all. Each hospital under the Paras Health umbrella is equipped with advanced facilities and a team of highly skilled medical professionals dedicated to providing comprehensive care. Dr. Nagar envisions a future where cutting-edge technology blends seamlessly with compassionate care, making healthcare not just accessible but empowering for all. Their dedication to innovation and social responsibility positions Paras Health as one of the leaders in India's healthcare revolution, paving the way for a healthier future for millions.
PatnaGurugram
Panchkula
Ranchi
PARK GROUP OF HOSPITAL'S JOURNEY OF HEALING
396,000+ Patients treated Smiles Delivered 264,000+ OPD consultations Patients Consulted134,000+ International patients Global Family Members Gained 110,000+ Total surgeries done Surgeries PerformedOne of the Largest growing Chain of Hospitals in North India | Some of the Best Healthcare experts | 30+ specialties | Advanced Infrastructure | Technological Innovation | Community Empowerment | Partnership for Health & Research |Ranked among Top 5 Hospitals for Delhi’s Best Multispecialty hospitals, Delhi’s Best Oncology Hospitals, Best Multi-Specialty Hospitals in NCR |Milestones
Dr Ajit Gupta, Founder, Park Group of Hospital
The Park Group of Hospitals is a ray of hope and healing, is one of the largest expanding hospital chains of North India. A brand that has established itself for more than 40 years ago with the goal of reinventing healthcare by fusing compassionate care with state-of-the-art technology.
A Legacy of Compassion
The Park Group of Hospitals was founded in 1982 by the visionary Dr. Ajit Gupta with the goal of ensuring that everyone has access to high-quality healthcare. The organization's ethos was founded on Dr. Gupta's firm dedication to serve humanity and a commitment to treat every patient with the same dignity and respect, regardless of their circumstances or history.
Nurturing Growth
Beginning as a small 50-bed hospital in South Delhi's Malviya Nagar, it quickly grew into a network of 14 hospitals located in Rajasthan, Haryana, Punjab, and Delhi NCR. Park group aimed to set the standard higher with every new facility, not only for the facilities but also for the caliber of care and services provided.
Now managed by the dedicated father-son duo, Park Group of Hospitals stands as an example of excellence in healthcare with a current bed capacity of 4000, expected to reach 5500 in the coming years.
For delivering quality super specialty healthcare to common people at affordable rates for so many years, Dr. Ajit Gupta has been awarded the title of “100 Impactful Leaders in Healthcare in India."
Comprehensive Super Specialty Care
Each Park Group Hospital houses all major Super Specialties, ensuring comprehensive healthcare under one roof. Their commitment to quality healthcare is supported by:
• 1000+ Full-Time Experienced Doctors: Team comprises highly proficient veteran doctors and Senior Consultants/Consultant Doctors from premier medical colleges
• 8000+ Paramedical and Support Staff: Experienced paramedical and support staff provide revolutionary healthcare services, delivering the highest standard of care
• State-of-the-Art Infrastructure: Advanced facilities ensure best healthcare services
Park Group of Hospitals Excels in Outlook & Neb Research 2024 Rankings
Park Group of Hospitals has been recognized in the prestigious Neb Research 2024 rankings, reaffirming commitment to excellence in healthcare across multiple categories:
I. Best Multi-Speciality Hospitals: All India
• Park Hospital, Palam Vihar Gurugram: 10th Rank
• Park Grecian Hospital, Chandigarh: 30th Rank
II. Best Multispeciality hospitals: North Region
• Park Hospital, Palam Vihar Gurugram: 4th Rank
• Park Grecian Hospital, Chandigarh: 8th Rank
III. Best Multispeciality hospitals: Delhi
• Park Hospital, Delhi: 5th Rank
IV. Best Oncology Hospitals: Delhi
• Park Hospital, Delhi: 5th Rank V.
Best Multi-Speciality Hospitals NCR
• Park Hospital, Sector 47 Gurugram: 5th Rank
Pioneering Innovation
At the heart of Park Group of Hospitals lies a culture of innovation. Dr. Ankit Gupta, Managing Director, has been instrumental in spearheading initiatives that harness the power of technology to enhance patient care. From exploring new avenues to make healthcare more accessible and efficient.
Empowering Communities
The Park Group of Hospitals is committed to empowering communities and promoting constructive social change even outside the walls of hospitals. They work to significantly improve the lives of people we serve via programs including free medical camps, health education courses, and unprivileged kids.
Park Hospital Partners with Universities for Research, Healthcare and Internship Opportunities
Park Hospital recently also announced the opening of the Park Clinic, now serving students at G.D. Goenka University, Gurugram. Starting from the academic year 2024-25, students enrolled in Gurugram University (GU’s) esteemed Master’s course can apply for a one-year internship at Park Hospital. This new initiative underscores the commitment to providing top-quality healthcare services to the academic community.
This initiative exemplifies the power of collaboration in driving educational and standard in Gurugram.
National & Global Expansion and Technological Advancements
Park Group is also significantly upgrading its infrastructure with AI-based technologies, robotics, and other cutting-edge advancements. These investments will benefit patients by providing the most advanced and precise recovery. By incorporating these technologies, they intend to enhance their capabilities in accurate diagnostics and treatments, ensuring better patient outcomes and endeavoring for leadership in healthcare innovation.
They are expanding laparoscopic surgery capabilities to offer minimally invasive options oncology department to ensure comprehensive cancer care with the latest treatments and technologies.
Commitment to Quality and Affordability
Park Group of Hospitals is dedicated to providing the highest level of care to the general public at highly affordable rates. The focus is on affordability does not compromise the quality of care, as evidenced by state-of-the-art facilities and highly qualified medical and support staff.
Looking Towards the Future
As we reflect on their journey so far, they have saved, touched countless lives and have achieved huge milestones. But the work is far from over. With eyes set firmly on the future, they seem to remain committed to pushing boundaries, breaking barriers.
Whether you're seeking medical treatment, exploring career opportunities, or simply curious about their story, visit www. parkhospital.in to witness incredible journey of healing, compassion, and community.
Experience state of the art healthcare with a human touch at Park Group of Hospitals while they continue to innovate, expand, and deliver exceptional healthcare services in India.
Park Group of Hospitals are present in 11 cities across 13 locations:
Faridabad | Sonipat | Panipat | Karnal | Ambala | Behror | Jaipur | Gurugram 37D | Patiala | Mohali
By Park Group of Hospitals where every life matters.
Dr. Ankit Gupta, Founder, Park Group of Hospital
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
The objective of this research was to arrive at a list of Top Hospitals for various specialties in India for 2024. The specialties included in the research Urologist, Cardiologist, Paediatrist, Gynaecologist/obstetrician, Neurologist, Emergency & trauma experts, and gastroenterologist/ Hepatologist.
The research had 3 major modules i.e. Desk Research, Factual survey & Perceptual Rating survey followed by a scientifically developed analysis & ranking process.
Fieldwork was conducted beginning April 2024 to June 2024.
MODULE 1 | DESK RESEARCH
Module 1 was a secondary research module. A comprehensive list of Hospitals and Clinics was generated with the help of the Internet, magazines, and other publications. The various sources used for the generation of the hospital list included:
List of Hospitals/clinics from previous surveys (based on availability)
A discussion with specialists to add/ delete any Hospital to ensure we have a comprehensive list As it is not possible to get a completely exhaustive list of hospitals and include them in the survey, we had the option of adding any new hospital name to the survey form if any respondent mentioned any hospital name outside our list. Effectively, every Hospital had a chance of getting covered in the survey if their name was mentioned by the respondents.
MODULE 2 | FACTUAL DATA COLLECTION
A detailed questionnaire was sent to all hospitals to collect factual information about their hospitals on various parameters which ranged from the infrastructure of the hospital to the quality of treatment provided. A total of 3233 hospitals were contacted for factual information.
MODULE 3 | PERCEPTUAL SURVEY
In the perceptual survey module, a structured questionnaire was administered to selected respondents including doctors Oncologists, Nephrologist, Urologist, Cardiologist, Paediatrist, Gynaecologist/obstetricians, Neurologist, Emergency & trauma experts and gastroenterologists/ Hepatologist, patients & their caregivers to get ranking for various hospitals and clinics on various parameters ranging from Hospital Infrastructure to quality of treatment provided. A total sample survey of more than 2192 interviews was conducted across 8 cities viz Delhi/NCR, Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai, Bangalore, Hyderabad, Bhubaneswar, Pune.
ANALYSIS & FINAL RANKING OF MULTI SPECIALTY HOSPITALS
A robust approach was followed to arrive at the final rankings. Final scores and rankings were arrived at through step-by-step rigorous statistical analysis as given below:
Factual Score
The information collected corre- sponds to similar parameters as in the perceptual survey
A detailed scoring system has been developed for each parameter
After assigning scores to each parameter, raw scores were calculated
The raw scores were weighted by their importance to arrive at weighted scores
The final entity score was calculated as in the perception survey
Perceptual Score
Ratings on various parameters for each hospital/ clinic
Calculating the importance of various parameters to arrive at weights for each parameter – we use a regression model to arrive at the importance of various parameters
Calculation of raw scores and weighted scores for each parameter
Calculation of overall score for each hospital/ clinic using importance weightage
The final score for a hospital was a weighted average of the respective hospitals’ Perception Score and Factual Score.
The rating score and their ranks were recalculated to arrive at the final score for multi-specialty hospitals/ clinic Some caveats/assumptions:
Government or partly Govt. funded, Not for profit, and Charitable trust funded hospitals like AIIMS, CMC, Adyar Cancer Institute, TATA Memorial American Cancer Hospital & Research Institute, Kanchi Kamakoti Childs Trust Hospital, Madras Medical Mission, The Gujarat Cancer & Research Institute, etc. were not included in the ranking, considering them as a different league of hospitals due to their legacy, huge infrastructure, the sheer size of procedures performed at highly subsidized treatment cost, etc. We feel they are not directly comparable with other hospitals, thus have limited this survey to private/ corporate tie-up hospitals.
Best efforts were made to reach the maximum number of hospitals across specialties; however, any hospital that did not send a complete “FactSheet” within the allotted time was assigned an average Factual score for calculating their overall ranking.
Any entity which expressly stated that it did not wish to participate in the survey was excluded from the survey. Also, some hospitals facing/faced major issues like license, insolvency cases, etc. have also been excluded from the survey.
If the GAP between Hospitals is found to be very low, both hospitals are awarded the same rank in all specialties.
Hospitals established in 2021 and onwards have been shown to be in the emerging category. In all other cases, they are a part of the main rankings.
About Avance Insights Pvt Ltd (Avance Insights)
Avance is a new age strategic research and consulting firm founded by Industry experts from diverse academic and Industry background. Avance leverages advanced technologies to provide actionable insights to power client’s businesses in real-time. Avance has an eco-system where clients’ interests are aligned with the best-in-class tailored made solutions.
Avance has executed assignments spanning large scale surveys in Healthcare, Agriculture, Livelihood, Education, Water and Sanitation, Rural Development Sector, Financial Inclusion, Air Pollution, Climate Change, FMCG, IT & ITes, Automobile, Retail, Fashion, Food & Beverages, Tourism etc.
The team behind the company’s success is a mix of experts, experienced Industry veterans and dynamic young professionals which makes a perfect combination of knowledge, experience, and cutting-edge technology.
Avance has PAN INDIA Network and covered entire part of country successfully.
Avance Insights is a corporate member of MRSI and follows the MRSI code of conduct while conducting all its research projects. For more information about the company please visit www.avance-india.in.
Note: Present survey has been exclusively conducted by an independent Research Agency named Avance Insights Pvt Ltd using stated methodology for arriving at given rankings. The publication house and its affiliates/ employees/authorized representatives/group companies are not responsible/ liable for the said rankings. Readers are advised to take an informed decision before acting upon the survey rankings.”
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