3 killed as fire triggers blasts in Sonipat unit
Three people died of burns after they were caught in a fire that ignited blasts at a rubber factory in Sonipat’s Rai Industrial Area Tuesday. Police said they su- spect a short-circuit sparked the blaze, which spread to an area where gas cylinders and chemicals were stored. At least 50 others were injured; up to 10 are critical.
P7
17 cars gutted in MCD parking lot blaze, P 3
2 Maoists with `9L bounties killed
Two Maoists, carrying bounties of Rs 9 lakh, have been shot dead in Bijapur district, police said. The insurgents’ toll has risen to 118 this year. The encounter broke out in the dense jungle between Koranjed and Bandepara. Asearch revealed an IED, a pistol, a 12 bore gun, explosives, wireless sets and Rs 30,000 in cash, police said.
P 12
Govt gives CAA certs in WB, Hry, U’khand
Two days before the last phase of polling, the process of granting citizenship under CAA to non-Muslim migrants in West Bengal has commenced with the state’s empowered committee approving the first set of applications. Similar first sets of applications were also approved in Haryana and Uttarakhand on Tuesday.
P10
No emergency exit at gaming zone: SIT
The SIT probing the Rajkot fire tragedy has said there was just one narrow passage to enter and no mandatory emergency exit, which left visitors trapped at the recreational facility. Police, meanwhile, said operators of TRP Game Zone got a warning signal last Sept when a small fire broke out, but took it lightly.
P11
Groom kills bride & 7 family members
A 27-year-old newly married man axed to death eight members of his family — including his 23-yearold bride, mother and sister — in their sleep and died by suicide in a village in MP’s Chhindwara early Wednesday. Among the victims are three children. It’s not known what triggered the killing spree.
P12
Girl, 15, kills dad, bro, puts bodies in freezer
A 15-year-old girl, a Class X student, has been arrested after a chase of over two months by Haridwar police for killing her father and nine-year-old brother in Jabalpur on March 15. She had chopped their bodies into pieces and stuffed them into a freezer. Her dad disapproved of her relations with her accomplice in the murders.
P11
52.9°C: As city stn logs highest temp ever in India, IMD says will probe
At Safdarjung, 2nd Hottest Day In 124 Yrs
Priyangi.Agarwal@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: Amid an extreme heatwave in Delhi-NCR, a weather station in the capital set newsrooms across the country on fire when it reported 52.9 degrees Celsius on Wednesday, the highest temperature officially recorded in India.
However, it’s not “official” yet. IMD officials said the reading at Mungeshpur could be “due to error in the sensor or local factors” as it was way higher than temperatures at other stations — nearly 4 degrees (3.8) more than the next hig- hest temperature of 49.1 degrees C (Najafgarh). IMD said although a city can have localised zones of extreme heat, Mungeshpur is an ‘automatic weather station’, known to err at times. IMD has sent a team to Mungeshpur to investigate.
At Safdarjung, the city’s base station, the mercury shot up to 46.8 degrees C, the highest in 80 years and second highest in records since 1901. It was 6 notches above normal.
Evening drizzle, P 4
Peak power demand in city touches 8,302MW, P 4
LG announces afternoon respite for workers, P 4
Teams to hand out `2k fines for water wastage
Inspectionteams will be deployed in the city to crack down on misuse of water, minister Atishi said Wednesday, stipulating a Rs 2,000 fine from May 30 on anyone found wasting water, reports Siddhanta Mishra. Wastage includes hosing cars, allowing water ta- nks to overflow and using domestic water supply for construction. The teams are authorised to disconnect illegal water connections at construction sites or commercial units. Delhi’s water production is down by 2 million gallons a day.
P3
EDIT:Not a drop to waste
Monsoon likely to hit NE, Kerala at same time
In an uncommon phenomenon, monsoon is expected to arrive over Kerala and parts of the northeast simultaneously. India Meteorological Department (IMD) on Wednesday predicted favourable conditions for an early onset/ progress in the next 24 hours, reports Vishwa Mohan. Monsoon normally sets in over Kerala on June 1 and a couple of days later in NE. The last time a simultaneous onset/progress happened was on May 30, 2017.
P10
Mercury at record high in U’khand, HP, J&K, P10
SUV in Brij son’s convoy runs over 2 cousins in UP
Two cousins — Rehan Khan (17) and Shehzad Khan (20) — travelling on a bike were killed and a woman was wounded Wednesday in UP’s Gonda after being hit by an SUV allegedly part of the convoy of BJP’s Kaiserganj candidate Karan Bhushan Singh, son of sitting Kaiserganj MP and Wrestling Federation of India’s former chief Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh. The SUV driver, Luvkush Srivastava, 30, has been arrested.
P10
Recover `150cr from ex-dirs: Govt to IL&FS
In a rare move, govt has asked the board of IL&FS and two of its arms to recover excess money of Rs 150 crore, including managerial remuneration and commissions, from ex-directors. The govt move came after the entities restated their accounts to show losses of Rs 9,600 crore for financial years 2013 to 2018, instead of a profit of Rs 1,869 crore estimated by the management and board, which had to be superseded following irregularities.
P17
Irdai sets 3-hr limit to settle health claims
Insurance regulator Irdai has issued new norms that will require insurers to approve cashless claims within an hour and provide final authorisation for discharge from a hospital in 3 hours. Insurers must also provide a one-month grace period for annual renewal of health policies & protect benefits under policies renewed within that period. Under the new rule, insurers have to ensure hospitals release mortal remains immediately.
P17
If no. starts with 160, it’s a mktg or service call
In a bid to tackle the menace of unwanted calls, department of telecom has decided to allocate a separate 10-digit number series starting with ‘160’ for messaging and calls by central and state govts, banks, insurance companies, pension providers, credit card companies, and investment advisers. The rules are, however, silent on sectors such as real estate or utilities such as electricity or gas supply companies.
P10
Monkey faints in heat, cop’s CPR revives it
The head constable at Bulandshahr’s Chhatari police station performed CPR on a baby monkey, which fainted from dehydration due to a heat stroke and fell from a tree on May 24. “I pumped its chest for nearly 45 minutes, pouring little amounts of water into the mouth. Finally, it revived. It comes to the police station daily and I’m happy to see him playing,” the cop, Vikas Tomar, told TOI.
P10
Modi says world didn’t know of Gandhi till ’82 film, Cong retorts with Godse jibe
New Delhi: Accusing Congress of ignoring Mahatma Gandhi, PM Modi has said the icon remained unknown to the world till the 1982 film ‘Gandhi’ was made, inviting swift retaliation from Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge who said “those whose ideological ancestors along with Nathuram Godse were involved in the assassination of Bapu can never follow the path of truth shown by him”.
Replying to a question on whether opposition didn’t do enough to promote India’s cultural heritage and pilgrimage sites when in office at the Centre, Modi said, “The question is not just about (that)... Gandhi was a tall personality… In the past 75 years, was it not our responsibility to let the world know about him? No one knew (of him).”
TNN
‘Didn’t conserve...’ P 13
‘PM’s maun vrat flouts poll code’: P 13
PM sniffs plot in Naveen ‘ill health’; I’m fine, says CM
Hours after PM Modi said if voted to office in Odisha, BJP govt would set up a panel to probe any conspiracy behi- nd CM Naveen Patnaik’s “sudden deterioration of health”, the latter said he was fine. “All he had to do was to ring me up and ask after me,” CM said.
P10
TV channel shows exit polls, EC orders action, P 11
Sharjeel gets bail from Delhi HC in sedition case, won’t walk out of jail
New Delhi: Delhi high court on Wednesday granted statutory bail to JNU scholar Sharjeel Imam in a 2020 Delhi riots case involving allegations of sedition and unlawful activities. He will, however, remain in jail as he has not been granted relief in the larger conspiracy case related to the riots.
In Feb this year, a trial court had denied Imam bail in the sedition and UAPA case against him for allegedly making inflammatory speeches in Aligarh Muslim University and Jamia area in the capital.
Imam had challenged the order and sought bail on the ground that he had undergone half of the maximum sentence of seven years that could be awarded to him, if convicted.
A division bench of Justices Suresh Kumar Kait and Manoj Jain allowed the appeal after hearing arguments from Imam’s counsel and Delhi Police. The prosecution opposed the plea on the ground that Imam had not undergone half the sentence.
TNN
‘Trial stayed in 2022’, P 8
IN THE COURTS
➤ Kejriwal’s aide Bibhav Kumar challenges arrest in Maliwal assault case in HC, seeks compensation
P 8
➤ Azam Khan convicted in forced eviction case; wife freed from jail after bail last week from Allahabad HC
| P 12
➤ 33 years after he was sentenced to 5 yrs in jail by Jaipur sessions court, man acquitted of attempt to murder wife by Raj HC
| P 11
Trans-ition! How mom’s pride overcomes prejudice
Madhu Sudan with her mother Shila Devi
Ridhima.Gupta@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: Sirat Taneja, a 35-year-old trans person from Delhi, travels between two distinct realities. At work, on social media, and among friends, she freely expresses her true self as a woman. However, at her mother’s home, Sirat must present herself as a son named Aman and dress in masculine attire. From a young age, Sirat naturally identified as a woman, but her attempts to convince her mother were met with resistance and threats of abandonment or violence.
“I was scolded, beaten up for even thinking the way I was thinking. My relatives told me that they would abandon me, or even kill me, if I even thought of being a woman. Even my mother told me that she would cut all her ties with me, if I came out in public as a woman. Scared, confused and lonely, I continued to behave in public the way they wanted me to, but when I was alone, I knew who I was,” Sirat said.
Despite achieving financial independence and renting a room near work, Sirat still must present herself as Aman when visiting her ailing mother. She longs for the day when she can live without fear and be accepted by her mother for who she truly is. Sirat recently collaborated with director Deepa Mehta on a documentary film titled “I am Sirat”.
In contrast, Shila Devi (60), exemplifies unwavering love for her transgender daughter, Madhu Sudan. Initially grappling with confusion and concern when Madhu showed interest in feminine attire, Shila sought to understand her child and convince her husband to accept her choices.
Journey riddled with hurdles, P 7
SC refuses to list Kejriwal’s plea to extend interim bail
‘Misconceived, No Ground To Entertain It’
Dhananjay.Mahapatra@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: Supreme Court has rejected as “misconceived” Delhi chief minister Arvind Kejriwal’s plea on medical grounds for extension of his interim bail by a week till June 9, leaving the Aam Aadmi Party supremo with no option but to turn himself in on June 2.
Hours after a bench of Justices J K Maheshwari and KV Viswanathan Tuesday left it to CJI D Y Chandrachud to decide on hearing Kejriwal’s plea after senior advocate AM Singhvi sought an urgent hearing, SC registrar (judicial listing) Pavanesh D passed the order saying the appli- cation wasn’t maintainable.
The registrar said a bench of Justices Sanjiv Khanna and Dipankar Datta, while granting interim bail to Kejriwal on May 10, had asked him to surrender at Tihar Jail on June 2 and since Kejriwal’s main petition in SC — challenging the validity of his arrest — had nothing to do with bail, it was in no way related to his application for extension of interim bail.
’Beyond scope’, P 9
11 ED officials promoted to joint director rank, P 11
LG suspends OSD to Delhi health minister
LG Saxena Wednesday suspended Dr RN Das, OSD to Delhi health minister Saurabh Bharadwaj, until further notice over allegations of illegal registration of private nursing homes. While Das said “justice will be served in the end”, Bharadwaj claimed “a continuous effort to file some case or the other” against all OSDs and secretaries.
P6
Porsche case: Reinstated doc on MLA, min’s letter, says dean; sent on leave
Hospital’s dean Dr Vinayak Kale (R) during Wednesday’s presser
Steffy.Thevar@timesgroup.com
Pune: Sassoon General Hospital dean Dr Vinayak Kale on Wednesday said arrested forensic sciences head Dr Ajay Taware was reinstated as medical superintendent in April based on a recommendation from medical education minister Hasan Mushrif and NCP MLA Sunil Tingre. By evening, Kale was sent on compulsory leave.
Taware is accused of fixing the blood report of the teenager who allegedly ran over two techies with his Porsche Taycan on May 19.
Taware, who is in custody along with casualty medical officer Dr Shrihari Halnor and mortuary staffer Atul Ghatkamble for the alleged manipulation of the alcohol test in the accident involving a Pune builder’s 17-year-old son, had earlier been stripped of the post of medical superintendent over his su- spected role in a kidney racket at the state-run hospital.
The action against Kale came after the state govt issued an order to the Directorate of Medical Education and Research to set up a committee to probe malpractice linked to the Porsche case.
“...Dr Kale did not understand the seriousness of the incident and could not handle the situation well... the committee recommends that Dr Kale be sent on forced leave,” states the order.
‘Minister is not god’, P 12
S&P changes India’s outlook from ‘stable’ to ‘positive’
New Delhi: Global ratings agency S&P on Wednesday revised India’s outlook to ‘positive’ from ‘stable’ citing robust growth and improvement in the quality of govt spending, but kept the sovereign rating at the lowest investment grade of BBB (minus).
“We expect sound economic fundamentals to underpin the growth momentum over the next two to three years. Regardless of the election outcome we expect broad continuity in economic re- forms and fiscal policies,” said S&P while explaining the rationale for the revision.
TNN
Cos can raise funds, P 17
Modi hints at ‘conspiracy behind dip in Naveen’s health’, Odisha CM hits back
Naveen: I’m Fine, PM Making Such Claims For Votes
PM Narendra Modi seeks blessings from women supporters during an election rally in Odisha’s Kendrapara on Wednesday
Ashok.Pradhan@timesgroup.com
Bhubaneswar: BJP and BJD’s battle for Odisha boiled down to a final bout on Wednesday between the generals, with PM Narendra Modi’s offer to set up a special committee after June 10 to probe CM Naveen Patnaik’s “ill health” prompting the latter to directly address him for the first time this election and declare that he was in fine fettle.
“Those who have been close to Naveen Babu feel there might be a conspiracy behind deterioration in his health. It’s a serious matter. People of Odisha have the right to know about the situation,” Modi said during a campaign stop at Baripada in Mayurbhanj. He repeated this at rallies in Balasore and Kendrapada. “It’s a sensitive issue. His well-wishers are worried about his health declining so fast. Naveen Babu is not in a position to do anything on his own.”
Modi wondered if “an influential group operating behind the scenes in Odisha on behalf of Naveen Babu” was linked to his health challenges. “The curtain must lift to unravel this mystery,” he said. Modi’s re- marks did what his claim of a BJP CM taking oath of office on June 10 couldn’t — elicit a pointed response from Naveen. At a presser at his residence, Naveen said if the PM was so concerned about his health, he could have called. “It’s poll time and he (Modi) is doing all this for votes. My health is fine. Else, I wouldn’t have been campaigning in swel- tering heat.” He also referred to Modi saying on past occasions “that I am a good friend of his”.
On the PM’s announcement of a committee, Naveen said, “If he wants to form a committee, he should do so to look into why certain BJP people have been spreading rumours about my health in Delhi for the past 10 years.” Modi should concentrate on revising Odisha’s coal royalty and fulfilling the state’s demand for special-category status. “This will benefit the people of Odisha,” he said.
In an earlier video message, Naveen said, “It’s really sad that leaders from outside the state are coming here and attacking me on a personal level, making hurtful statements and even using derogatory language.”
Appealing to people to give BJP a befitting reply for disrespecting him, the CM said, “You know it very well that I never disrespect anyone or make offensive statements.”
Six Lok Sabha seats and 42 assembly seats in the state will vote in the last phase.
CM himself to blame for BJP remark: Kharge
Bhubaneswar: Amid politicking over Naveen Patnaik’s health, Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge on Wednesday said the CM had only himself to blame for the unpleasant comments he received from BJP on his physical condition, reports Debabrata Mohapatra.
“Both BJD and BJP were together. They supported each other on many issues. Now, their marriage has ended in a divorce. The same BJP functionaries who used to speak good about Naveen are now mocking his health and age. Naveen himself created such an unpleasant situation by supporting Modi,” Kharge said in poll rallies.
Kharge wished Naveen a long life and advised him not to trust Modi henceforth. “Age has nothing to do with someone’s performance and commitment to work,” he added.
CYCLONE’S AFTERMATH RAVAGES N-E
SAILING TO SAFETY: Imphal residents use a makeshift raft to move to safer areas as flash floods hit the valley on Wednesday following heavy rains in the wake of Cyclone Remal. Meanwhile, the toll across the North-East mounted to 39 with six more fatalities — three in Assam, two in Nagaland, and one in Mizoram. Damage to property and communication links was also reported from across the region
Meerut cop saves heat-hit baby monkey with CPR
Vikas Tomar is head constable at a police station in Bulandshahr
Rahul Singh TNN
Meerut: Vikas Tomar, head constable at Chhatari police station in Uttar Pradesh’s Bulandshahr, performed CPR on a baby monkey, which fainted from dehydration due to a heat stroke on May 24. The video of Tomar pumping the monkey’s chest has been widely circulated in social media.
Bhoopendra Singh, SHO, said, “Due to excessive heat, a monkey fell from a tree and fainted. Several monkeys had gathered around and it was very hard to rescue the baby.”
Vikas Tomar (51) told TOI on Wednesday, “We are trained to handle emergencies. Since the bodies of humans and monkeys are very similar, I tried to revive the monkey while my colleagues protected me from an agitated troupe. I pumped the chest for almost 45 minutes with intermittent rubbing and pouring little amounts of water into the mouth and finally it revived.” He added, “The monkey comes to the police station daily and I’m happy to see him playing.”
Veterinarian Dr Hari Om Sharma said, “The monkey suffered a heat stroke and fainted due to dehydration. Timely help saved its life. After it became conscious, we administered an antibiotic.”
Monsoon set to arrive early and simultaneously over Kerala, N-E
Vishwa.Mohan@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: In an uncommon phenomenon, monsoon is expected to arrive both over Kerala and some parts of northeastern states simultaneously with IMD on Wednesday predicting favourable conditions for an early onset/progress during the next 24 hours.
Monsoon normally sets in over Kerala on June 1 while it arrives a couple of days later in the North-East and covers most part of it by June 5. Last time, a similar simultaneous onset/ progress over Kerala and North-East had happened was on May 30, 2017 triggered by Cyclone Mora that formed over east-central Bay of Bengal.
This time, the possibility of simultaneous onset is attributed to Cyclone Remal that formed over Bay of Bengal last week. The cyclonic circulation has pulled the monsoon flow in the region.
“The conditions continue to become favourable for monsoon onset over Kerala during next 24 hours and advance of monsoon over some parts of northeastern states during the same period,” said Met department while predicting early onset of showers. Last year, the onset happened over Kerala on June 8 after a delay of seven days.
Met department also predicted that the prevailing heatwave to severe heatwave conditions over northwest, including Delhi-NCR, and central India are likely to reduce gradually from Thursday. Drop in temperature can be attributed to western disturbances.
Hot hills: Mercury at record high in U’khand, HP, J&K
Smoke billows during a forest fire, amid heatwave conditions, in Shimla district on Wednesday
Gaurav.Talwar@timesgroup.com
Dehradun: Not just the northern plains and central India, the Himalayan states such as Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh and Jammu & Kashmir are also experiencing record-breaking temperatures this May.
In Dehradun, the maximum temperature reached a record 43°C on Wednesday, which was seven notches above normal and equaled the all-time record of maximum temperature in the month of May, recorded in 2012. Incidentally, the maximum temperature has surpassed 40°C for eight days this month, a record high. Earlier, in May 2018, the temperature exceeded 40° Celsius for four days, according to the regional meteorological centre.
“The ongoing heat wave conditions will continue for the next 48 hours. Rain and thunderstorm activity is ex- pected in the state from June 1 onwards,” said Bikram Singh, director of the regional meteorological centre in Dehradun, predicting heatwave and severe heatwave conditions in parts of Garhwal and Kumaon for the next few days. Singh also said that dry winters and less rainfall in the pre-monsoon season have exacerbated the problem.
Similar conditions are prevailing in Jammu & Kashmir. On May 25, the maximum temperature in Srinagar reached 32.7°C, the highest in the past decade. “The whole valley is experiencing rising temperatures. Qazigund recorded an alltime high maximum temperature for the month of May at 34°C on May 27,” said Mukhtar Ahmed, director of the regional meteorological centre in Srinagar.
Calling it “climate variability”, Ahmed attributed this “unusual trend” to prolonged dry spell in the month of May. “We witnessed similar heatwave conditions in the valley during Sept last year,” he added.
Himachal Pradesh is also experiencing scorching temperatures, with maximum readings hovering around or above 30°C in state capital Shimla. The mercury in the hill town settled at 31.7°C on Wednesday, about six notches above the average normal temperature and the highest since 2012. Sundernagar in Himachal recorded a temperature over 40°C, the highest in the past decade.
SUV from Brij Bhushan’s son’s cavalcade kills 2 cousins in UP
After colliding with a bike, the SUV driver, Luvkush Srivastava, 30, lost control of the vehicle, resulting in front-end damage and a punctured tyre from entangling with roadside barbed wire. The driver has been arrested
Arshad Afzaal Khan TNN
Gonda: Two cousins on a bike were killed and a woman was wounded Wednesday in UP’s Gonda after being hit by an SUV allegedly part of the convoy of BJP’s Kaiserganj candidate Karan Bhushan Singh, the son of sitting Kaiserganj MP and Wrestling Federation of India’s former chief Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh. The SUV driver Luvkush Srivastava, 30, has been arrested.
The accident happened on Colonelganj-Huzurpur road when the SUV, with the registration number UP32HW 1800, fatally struck Rehan Khan, 17, and Shehzad Khan, 20, according to SHO Nirbhay Narayan Singh. Both Rehan and Shehzad died at the scene.
After hitting the bike, the driver lost control of the SUV, which then hit Sita Devi, 60, who was walking on the roadside. Sita Devi is currently undergoing treat- ment at a medical college.
An FIR has been registered under various sections of IPC and Motor Vehicles Act, according to Gonda ASP Radhey Shyam Rai. A police officer said Karan Bhushan was in the first vehicle of the four-car convoy, and the SUV was at the rear. The occupants of the SUV fled the scene, abandoning the vehicle.
According to SHO Singh, the SUV belongs to Nandini Nagar, an educational institution run by Brij Bhushan.
Another officer said: “This vehicle was fined Rs 2,000 for violating traffic rules on Dec 21, 2023, and the penalty is yet to be paid. ‘Police escort’ was written on the rear windscreen of the vehicle.”
The vehicle suffered front end damage and a punctured tyre from entangling with roadside barbed wire.
Naushad, a relative of Rehan, said the teenager was unwell and travelling to Colonelganj with his cousin Shehzad for treatment.
2 days ahead of poll, migrants in WB get citizenship under CAA
Similar first sets of applications were also approved on Tuesday in Haryana & Uttarakhand by their respective empowered committees
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: Two days ahead of last phase of polling, process of granting citizenship to Hindu migrants in Bengal has commenced with the state’s empowered committee — the final authority under the Citizenship (Amendment) Rules, 2024, to confer citizenship to Pakistani, Bangladesh and Afghanistan citizens belonging to their six religious minorities —approving the first set of applications.
Similar first sets of applications were also approved on Tuesday in Haryana and Uttarakhand by their respective empowered committees. The process of grant of citizenship by the empowered committee in Delhi had started earlier, with the Union home secre- tary having handed over the first set of certificates to applicants on May 15, 2024, even as the digitally signed certificates were issued via email.
The rollout of citizenship under CAA in Trinamool Congress-governed state comes despite chief minister Mamata Banerjee’s warning at the time of notification of CAA Rules in March this year. “If there is any discrimination, we won’t accept it....be it religion, caste, or linguistic. They (central govt) won’t be able to give citizenship to anyone in two days. This is just lollipop and show-off,” she had said while dismissing the notification of CAA rules as an election gimmick.
The grant of first set of citizenship certificates in West Bengal fulfils a manifesto promise made by BJP in the 2019 general elections and seeks to benefit lakhs of people from Matua community who migrated in waves after India’s partition to West Bengal from what then was East Pakistan and is now Bangladesh. The community had been demanding implementation of CAA, which was passed in 2019 but could not be implemented as the rules were notified only on March 11 this year.
Girl, 6, ensures her siblings flee house on fire, but loses life
Patna: Six-year-old Srishti Kumari lost her life in a fire that engulfed the family’s house in Bihar’s Begusarai on Tuesday night, but not before she alerted her siblings about the blaze and helped them escape to safety.
According to police, Srishti and her sister Shobha, 7, woke up when the fire broke out, reports Kshitiz. Their parents were away at work at that time.
The two sisters quickly alerted their other siblings — Mausam, 12, and Priyanshu and Rajbabu, both below 10. While the other children managed to rush outdoor, Srishti’s foot got stuck in a bicycle’s wheel near the door as she was leaving. Villagers tried to rescue her, but in vain. The fire engulfed the entire house, along with two goats.
Matihani SHO Omprakash said the cause of the fire was yet to be ascertained, but initial investigations found a that kerosene lamp could have sparked it off.
DoT seeks to curb pesky calls with new ‘160’ number series
DO NOT DISTURB
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: In a bid to drive in transparency and accountability in commercial messaging and tackle the menace of unsolicited consumer contact and frauds, the department of telecom (DoT) has decided to allocate a separate 10-digit number series starting with ‘160’ for messaging by central and state govts, banks, insurance companies, pension providers, credit card companies, and investment advisers.
The rules are, however, silent on sectors such as real estate or utilities like electricity or gas supply companies. While the move is expected to put a check on unwanted calls, it is also meant to ensure that frauds are checked as a consumer will be able to identify if a call or a message has come from one of the regulated entitiesor not.
“The telecom service provider shall obtain an undertaking from the seeking entity that it will use the number assigned from the 160 series exclusively for service and transactional voice calls as per the Telecom Commercial Communication Customer Preference Regulation (TCCPR), 2018,” the office memorandum said.
DoT believes that with a standardised numbering format, consumers will not pay heed to fraudulent entities who not only seek investments, but also lure consumers in giving out crucial personal information. Govt and regulator are also looking at levying higher penalty for unsolicited calls.
After losing its last inhabitant, TN ghost village stands as example of the perils of climate change
73-year-old Kandasamy Naicker passed away on Sunday
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Madurai: When 73-year-old Kandasamy Naicker breathed his last Sunday in Meenakshipuram, it was the last breath of his village in Tuticorin district of Tamil Nadu. Naicker, the lone inhabitant, was a poignant symbol of a community once thriving, now a ghost village.
Meenakshipuram in Sekkarakudi panchayat had 1,296 residents according to the 2001 census. Yet, the relentless grip of environmental changes, inconsistent rainfall, and enduring droughts gradually eroded the village’s lifeblood, leading to a mass exodus over the past decade. Fields once fertile turned barren, pushing families to seek stability elsewhere.
Amidst this exodus, Naicker clung to Meenakshipuram, outliving his wife by 20 years and continuing to reside in the village where he was born. He is survived by two sons and two daughters.
Younger son Bala Krishnan reflected on Meenakshipuram’s transformation. “The village was highly dependent on farming,” he recounted. “The situation be- gan to deteriorate due to the lack of rainfall and water shortage. People had to walk 3-4km to get water and other basic facilities, which made them disinterested in staying in the village.”
Naicker’s last wish was to die in the village. Up until his final months, he managed his daily chores, cooking his own meals. Only recently did Krishnan arrange for someone to assist his father. Living in Kasilangapuram, 15km away, Krishnan would often bring food for his father, or Naicker would travel to his son’s home.
After Sunday’s sundown, the man who checked on Naicker found him lifeless. “Even though my father was a farmer, he was well-known for participating in rekla and jallikattu (bull races),” Krishnan said.
Sekkarakudi panchayat president I Ramalakshmi spoke with a heavy heart: “There are six villages within the panchayat’s limits. Now, officially we have lost a village due to the exodus that occurred over the past decade.” She noted that while the groundwater table has improved and roads have been laid in recent years, the spectre of the past struggles looms large. “No one is ready to come and settle in the village.”
As Meenakshipuram fades into memory, it stands as a poignant reminder of the challenges faced by many similar villages in the region. Its abandonment underscores the harsh realities of environmental change and the inexorable forces that shape the world.
Shah: SP made Ramzan power cut-free but not Janmashtami
Slams Party For Killing Kar Sevaks
Home minister Amit Shah at a public meeting in UP’s Ballia on Wednesday
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Lucknow: Home minister Amit Shah Wednesday said Samajwadi Party, during its term in office in Uttar Pradesh, ensured “power supply was uninterrupted during Ramzan but not on Janmashtami.”
Addressing a rally in Ballia to campaign for BJP candidate Neeraj Shekhar, Shah said, “Power was supplied selectively to eastern Uttar Pradesh districts to appease the minority during the Samajwadi Party govt. Power supply was uninterrupted during Ramzan. but not on Janmashtami. Chief minister Yogi Adityanath is ensuring electricity for 18 hours in Uttar Pradesh.”
Attacking Congress and Samajwadi Party, Shah said party functionaries will lose no time in blaming EVMs for their defeat after results are announced on June 4.
Seeking support for Neeraj Shekhar, Shah said that his victory would be a homage to his father and former Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar.
He also invoked former PM Chaudhary Charan Singh on his death anniversary, while slamming the previous SP and BSP govts for closing down 30 sugar mills across the state. “This led to miseries for farmers. BJP govt has restored 20 mills and opened five new ones while stepping up cane price payment to farmers,” he said.
Shah tore into SP for “killing scores of kar sewaks” and “turning the water of Saryu red” during the Ram Janmabhoomi movement. He said that the ongoing election was between those who killed Ram bhakts and those who won the Ram Janmabhoomi case and inaugurated the temple.
Later, addressing a poll rally at Sonbhadra, Shah referred to the firing on workers at a cement factory there in June 1991. He said it was the BJP govt, led by CM Kalyan Singh then, which ensured that tribals got their dues.
Holding Congress and SP responsible for encouraging corruption, Shah said that a third term for PM Modi was important as tribals would get ‘van adhikar patta’ (forest rights), a demand that no other government could fulfil.
Channel telecasts exit poll, faces EC action
Election Commission on Wednesday directed the Odisha chief electoral officer (CEO) to take immediate action against Nandighosha TV for telecasting exit poll results in the state in violation of the law, sources said.
They pointed out that exit polls are prohibited under Section 126A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, before the conclusion of elections across all phases.
The seventh and last phase of Lok Sabha elections will be held on Saturday. Six parliamentary constituencies (PCs) and 42 assembly constituencies in Odisha will witness polling in this phase, along with 51 PCs across seven other states and UTs.
EC on March 28 notified the prohibited period for dissemination of exit poll results from 7 am of April 19 to 6.30 pm of June 1.
TNN
India test-fires RudraM-II missile from Su-30 fighter
New Delhi: India successfully flight-tested the indigenous RudraM-II air-to-ground missile, which is designed to have a strike range of almost 350km, from a Sukhoi-30MKI fighter of the IAF off the coast of Odisha on Wednesday.
The RudraM series are being developed by DRDO as new-generation anti-radiation missiles (NGARMs) for destroying a variety of enemy surveillance, communication, radars, and command and control centers on the ground.
The 150-km range RudraM-I missile, with INS-GPS navigation with a passive homing head for the final attack, was first tested in Oct 2020, while a 550-km RudraMIII is also under-development.
The test of the solid-propelled RudraM-II around 11.30 am on Wednesday met all trial propulsion system and control and guidance algorithm.
Defence minister Rajnath Singh congratulated DRDO & the Indian Air Force on the successful test of RudraM-II.
TNN
Prajwal set to land tomorrow; to be arrested instantly: Mantri
Bengaluru: Former Prime Minister HD Deve Gowda’s grandson Prajwal Revanna, 33, wanted for sexually abusing several women, is expected to land in Bengaluru from Munich in the early hours of Friday, sources said.
The JD(S) MP will be arrested immediately upon his arrival, Karnataka home minister G Parameshwara said. “There is a warrant for him and sleuths from SIT will have to arrest him,” Parameshwara said.
Prajwal’s advocates had approached a court for legislators, seeking anticipatory bail in cases filed against him. However, special judge Gajanana Bhat adjourned the hearing on the petition to Friday. The plea was filed in connection with a sexual abuse and rape case filed in Holenarasipura and two other rape cases filed with SIT.
TNN
Trafficking racket: Cops rescue 3 more, probe sale outside state
CRACKING THE WHIP
Pinto.Deepak@timesgroup.com
Hyderabad:Hyderabad police on Wednesday rescued three more infants sold to childless couples by agents of an inter-state child trafficking racket that was busted Tuesday. So far, 14 children have been rescued from different parts of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. Police suspect the gang had ‘buyers’ outside the two Telugu speaking states as well.
“At this moment, we only have information about the trafficked children being sold in the two states. But since one of the accused, Mudavath Sharada, arrested from Vijayawada, is also involved in a similar case registered in Mumbai, we are verifying if children were also sold in Maharashtra or any other state,” a senior police officer told TOI. “After news of the racket broke, Mumbai police have also contacted us seeking details of the case,” he added.
So far, 11 persons have been arrested and booked on charges of trafficking of infants through ‘suppliers’ in Delhi and Pune. Police have now initiated the process of naming the couples who purchased the kids from the agents, as accused.
The infants were sold for anywhere up to Rs 6 lakh.
“We rescued these kids from 13 couples and a single mother. They, too, shall now face legal action. We are yet to finalise the sections (of IPC and/or JJ Act) under which they will be booked,” the officer said, adding that the hunt for the ‘suppliers’ was on.
Though police suspect that the ‘suppliers’ bought most of these children from poor parents, they have not ruled out the possibility of kidnapping. “This can be ascertained once we nab them. Tracking down the biological parents of these infants will also be possible after that,” the officer added.
Govt promotes 11 ED cadre officers to joint director rank
New Delhi: The govt on Wednesday promoted 11 officers of Enforcement Directorate to the rank of joint director. All these officers were from ED cadre and not on deputation from other services.
This is also for the first time that govt has promoted cadre officers of ED in such large numbers rather than getting officers from other services on deputation to the anti-money laundering agency.
A joint director rank officer is entrusted with the supervision of important investigations in money laundering and FEMA violation cases. Across 27 zonal offices, ED has more than 30 positions of joint director rank officers, most of them on deputation from the Indian Revenue Service.
TNN
A WILD MORNING IN BULANDSHAHR
Panic struck Narora Ghat in UP’s Bulandshahr on Wednesday morning when a nearly 10-foot crocodile emerged from the Ganga canal. Frightened locals captured the giant reptile on their mobile phones as it struggled to navigate through the iron railings in an attempt to jump back into the canal at Narora Barrage. Videos of the crocodile’s efforts quickly went viral. Forest officials, led by divisional forest officer Vineeta Singh, rushed to the scene and successfully rescued the fully-grown beast, later releasing it back into its natural habitat
2 new cubs take Sariska tiger tally to record 36
Alwar/Jaipur: With tigress ST-27 and her two cubs captured on camera traps, the big cat population at Alwar’s Sariska Tiger Reserve (STR), infamous for poaching cases in the past, has risen to a record high in the past three decades. The reserve is now home to 36 big cats, including the new cubs, officials said.
Camera traps recently caught the four-ye- ar-old tigress (ST-27) bathing with her cubs in a waterhole near Haridaspura village in Tehla and Ajabgarh ranges. While only two cubs — about two months old — were spotted on the camera trap, there may be a third, a forest official said. This is ST-27’s first litter. Of the 36 big cats at STR, 11 are males, 14 females, and 11 cubs. ST-27 is the daughter of tigress ST-14.
TNN
Girl kills dad & bro, stores bodies in freezer; detained
M S Nawaz TNN
Haridwar: A 15-year-old girl, a student of Class X, was held after a chase of over two months by Haridwar police for killing her father and nine-year-old brother in Jabalpur on March 15. She had chopped their bodies into pieces and stuffed them in a freezer.
Her father, a railway head clerk, allegedly disapproved of the girl’s relationship with Mukul Singh, 19, her accomplice in the twin murders.
The girl had eloped with Mukul in Sept 2023, resulting in his arrest under Pocso Act. After his release on bail, the duo conspired to eliminate the girl’s father. After the murders, the pair went on the run for three months before the girl was detained from Haridwar. Mukul remains at large.
Talking to TOI, Haridwar SSP Pramindra Dobal said, “The girl was detained after locals found her roaming suspiciously. She later confessed to the crime and disclosed her accomplice’s identity.”
Police said the girl admitted that it was Mukul who had devised a plan to eliminate her father. However, her younger brother, woke up during the killing, leading to them eliminating the “witness” as well.
3 Bihar girls on ‘spiritual quest’ found dead in UP
Mohammad.Dilshad@timesgroup.com
Agra: Four days after the bodies of three girls were found on a railway track near Bajna Bridge on the DelhiMathura rail route in Mathura, their families reached the city from Muzaffarpur in Bihar and identified them as their teenage daughters.
Gauri Kumari, 14, Mohini Kumari, 14, and Maya Kumari, 13, were friends and students of Class 9. Umesh Kumar, the SHO of the Highway police station in Mathura, said Bihar Police were handling the investigation.
Gauri’s father, Amit Rajk, said that before leaving home on May 13, his daughter and her friend Maya left a letter saying, “Baba has called. Going to the Himalayas for a spiritual quest. We will return home after three months on Aug 13.” They also cautioned their families against searching for them, threatening suicide if they did.
Gauri’s mother said that she didn’t have mehndi on her hands when she left her home, but it was found on her hands and those of her friends’ bodies as well. Moreover, all three girls’ mobile phones were missing.
33 years on, Raj man acquitted of attempt to murder wife
Jaipur:Thirty-three years after a man was sentenced to five years in jail by a sessions court for a murder attempt on his wife, Rajasthan HC has acquitted him, saying the charges could not be conclusively established, reports Intishab Ali.
Justice Anoop Dhand said prosecution failed to present any independent or natural witness to substantiate the allegation made in the FIR that the man threw his wife into a well.
The case dates back to Aug 1989, when one Chhotu Ram filed an FIR alleging that Kalu Ram, who had been married to his niece Bhanwari for four years, beat her up and threw her into a well, but some people rescued her.
The trial court found Kalu Ram guilty of attempted murder and sentenced him on Dec 4, 1991. Kalu then moved the high court, which suspended his sentence on Dec 18, 1991. Since then, he has been on bail, after spending a total 65 days in custody during the investigation, trial and appeal process.
Revanth junks BRS-adopted state emblem
Hyderabad: Telangana is set to get a new emblem soon, with chief minister A Revanth Reddy on Wednesday reportedly giving artist Rudra Rajesham a set of guidelines, reports Roushan Ali.
The new emblem will replace the one adopted by the BRS govt on June 2, 2014.
The Reddy regime has already changed the abbreviation for Telangana from TS, used by the previous govt, to TG in official documents.
Reddy and his deputy are also said to have finalised a state song: ‘Jaya Jayahe Telangana’, penned by Ande Sri with music scored by Oscar winner MM Keeravani.
Bharat Rashtra Samithi has objected to the new emblem, while some musicians have said it would be a mistake to ask Andhra-born Keeravani to set the score for the state song.
Absence of emergency exit left visitors trapped, says SIT
Kin of those who died in the blaze at the funeral procession in Rajkot
Ashish Chauhan & Kapil Dave TNN
Ahmedabad/Gandhinagar: The SIT probing the Rajkot fire tragedy has listed out the grave lapses by TRP Game Zone promoters that led to 28 people getting roasted alive in the recreational facility on May 25.
Preliminary findings in SIT’s report accessed by TOI suggest that instead of having separate entry and exit gates, there was just one narrow passage for visitors to enter with no mandatory emergency exit as per the specifications defined under the National Building Code and fire safety rules.
Probe also revealed that welding work, being carried out for the construction of a proposed snow park inside, prima facie led to the blaze. The operators ignored the fact that the gaming zone had a lot of highly inflammable material. Besides, the place where the welding was being done had foam and tyres, which are highly combustible.
SIT chief Subhash Trivedi told media persons in Gandhinagar that 30 litres of petrol was stored in the gaming zone, much more than the permissible limits. “Action will be taken against those responsible under the Petroleum Act,” he said.
There was a metal ladder placed in a narrow space of 4-5 feet between a restaurant and the proposed snow park to reach the first floor, which housed a bowling facility and a trampoline park. As the fire spread through the structure, it was impossible to reach the first floor or get down.
That the owners were indifferent to the safety of visitors is evident from the revelation that the sole fire hydrant system installed inside had no water connection, thus rendering it useless in case of a blaze.
Rajkot gaming zone operators neglected 2023 fire warning
Rajkot: Operators of TRP Game Zone, where 28 people perished in the fire, got a warning signal in Sept last year when a small fire broke out there. But they took it lightly instead of learning lessons from that fire, police told a court Wednesday while seeking custodial remand of Ashok Jadeja, who is a joint owner of the land on which the building came up as well as a partner in the gaming parlour, reports Nimesh Khakhariya.
Jadeja, who is the fifth accused in the case and was arrested on Wednesday, was remanded in police custody for eight days. Jadeja was not forthcoming about the past fire, police told the court.
Special public prosecutor Tushar Gokani said, “All arrested accused are trying to shift the blame (for the tragedy) on gaming zone partner Prakash Hiren, one of the accused who perished in the May 25 fire.”
TURNING BLIND EYE
Civic body could have checked fire safety in Nov 2023, but sat on it
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Rajkot: Rajkot Municipal Corporation, which has been steadfastly maintaining that TRP Game Zone never applied for fire NOC, turned a blind eye despite receiving a copy of licence back in Nov 2023, which was granted to the gaming zone by cops for selling tickets and entry passes. RMC could have easily used its powers to check fire safety at the game zone.
It has been revealed that police commissioner’s office had issued licence to the applicant Yuvrajsinh Solanki, who had applied in the name of Race Way Enterprises under Section 33 of Gujarat Police Act, for selling tickets. Copies of this letter were sent to the RMC’s chief fire officer, inspector of Rajkot Taluka police station, traffic branch, joint commission- er of GST and the roads and buildings department.
An officer close to the investigation said, “We don’t know if the letter was ignored intentionally or as a routine.” In the letter, the gaming zone was shown as a temporary structure that was built on land earmarked for residential area. The fees for the entry and each game were fixed. Police commissioner allowed an entry fee of Rs 20 and between Rs 60 and Rs 250 for the games. There were 20 games inside the plaza, including go-karting, bungee jumping, rocket injector, snow park, zip line coaster, giant swing, soft play, mirror maze, archery, shooting, paintball, trampoline, arcade games, cricket, pool table and VR games.
Pune RTO cancels temporary registration of teen’s Porsche
Pune: Pune RTO has cancelled the temporary registration certificate of the Porsche Taycan involved in the May 19 accident that resulted in the death of two techies in Kalyaninagar, reports Joy Sengupta.
All relevant formalities have been completed and details of the vehicle sent to Bengaluru Central RTO on Wednesday, Pune regional transport officer Sanjiv Bhor said. adding: “The original temporary registration was issued by Bengaluru RTO. Hence, they have been informed. They will complete the rest of the formalities.”
RTO sources said their Bengaluru counterparts are not expected to take much time to complete the de-registration process. “The vehicle will not be registered for a full year from now.”
Minister is not god to know everything: Mushrif
Mushrif said that he recommended reinstatement of Taware as medical superintendent based on a letter from MLA Tingre
Sassoon Hospital dean Vinayak Kale speaks to media on Wednesday
Continued from P1
In a separate order, the state govt suspended Sassoon General Hospital’s arrested forensic sciences head Dr Ajay Taware and casualty medical officer Dr Shrihari Halnor under the Maharashtra Civil Services (Conduct) Rules 1979. Till their suspension is in force, they are barred from medical practice and investing in any business. Ghatkamble, a Class IV employee, was also suspended on grounds of violating service rules.
Mushrif told reporters in Mumbai that he recommended Taware’s reinstatement as medical superintendent based on a letter from MLA Tingre. He said the dean should have informed him that the doctor hadn’t been absolved of previous allegations against him.
“A minister is not God to know everything. I was out of the country between May 11 and 24, and I got to know about the accident (and swapping of the underage driver’s blood sample with someone else’s) on my return,” he said. Tingre could not be contacted for comment despite repeated attempts by TOI.
At a presser earlier in the day, the hospital dean had been asked about Taware’s reinstatement as medical superintendent last month despite a pending probe against him in the 2022 kidney racket case. Kale immediately pointed to minister Mushrif’s remarks on the MLA’s letter.
“Dr Ajay Taware be reinstated as the medical superintendent because he is a professor, and the superintendent at the time was not a professor. As per NMC norms, he (Dr Taware) should be made the superintendent,” Kale said, quoting Mushrif’s remarks. The dean said he signed an executive order reinstating Taware as medical superintendent based solely on the minister’s recommendation in writing.
On whether he informed Mushrif about Taware being investigated in the kidney racket, Kale said the govt already knew about the allegations against him.
“I got to know about the arrests only after my superintendent called me on May 27 morning and through the media. As the dean, I instructed the superintendent to pass all necessary information to the govt. It is important to note that such incidents damage the reputation of such a prestigious institute,” the dean said.
Fake birth cert: Azam conviction stayed but will remain in jail
Prayagraj: Allahabad high court on Friday granted bail to Samajwadi Party veteran Azam Khan, his wife Tazeen Fatima and son Abdullah Azam Khan in the fake birth certificate case, reports Rajesh Kumar Pandey. However, the single-judge bench of Justice Sanjay Kumar Singh only stayed the conviction of Azam Khan. The three family members were convicted by a Rampur court for forgery.
According to Nasir Sultan, Azam Khan’s counsel, Azam Khan and Abdullah Azam will have to remain behind bars as several other cases are going on against them.
“I have not read the HC order yet, but following the bail order, Tazeen Fatima is likely to come out of jail,” he said.
Earlier, on May 14, HC had reserved its judgment on three connected criminal revision petitions filed by Azam Khan, his wife and son challenging the seven years’ imprisonment awarded to them.
India in focus as UAE set to open cultural dist in ’25
Abu Dhabi’s Saadiyat Island aims to be a melting pot of global cultures
Jincy.Jacob@timesgroup.com
Two over-a-millennium-old statues of Nataraja and Jina, a 12th century Pala dynasty manuscript, a sandstone frieze from Rajasthan dating to the short-lived Ghurid empire, and S H Raza’s ‘Bindu’. There’s “an imprint of Indian history” on almost every gallery of Louvre Abu Dhabi, said Mohamed Al Mubarak, chairman of the department of culture and tourism (DCT) Abu Dhabi.
India will be a central focus when Abu Dhabi unveils its Saadiyat Cultural District, with seven worldclass cultural venues, next year. The district on Saadiyat Island aims to be a melting pot of global cultures while being rooted to the land, foster dialogue, and challenge the Western lens of looking at art.
Three institutions are operational: Louvre Abu Dhabi, whose architecture is no less than the art it hosts; Ber- klee Abu Dhabi that offers music, performing arts and educational programmes; and Manarat Al Saadiyat, which hosts cultural events. The remaining—Zayed National Museum, the national museum of UAE; TeamLab Phenomena Abu Dhabi, an immersive digital art space; Natural History Museum Abu Dhabi; and Guggenheim Abu Dhabi, a contemporary art museum—are 76% complete and on track to meet the 2025 deadline, said DCT Abu Dhabi.
Al Mubarak said the dis- trict “embodies ‘cultural hope’... will convey a message of cultural diversity that will become more powerful over time, creating global connections, inspiring cultural exchange, and fostering new ways of thinking to support the region, the Global South and the world”.
Asserting that one cannot tell the history of art without India, he told TOI in an exclusive chat that the country is, “to some extent, the epicentre of culture”.
Positioning the district’s significance within the Global South, he said while places in Europe or North America may have taken a step back from investing in culture, “places in this part of the world, whether they are in Asia, Arabian Peninsula or Africa, they are investing... You’re seeing an explosion of cultural intellect. And that’s not just coming from museums.”
(The writer was in Abu Dhabi at DCT Abu Dhabi’s invitation)
2 Maoists killed in encounter, C’garh’s 2024 toll rises to 118
Raipur: Two Maoists, carrying bounties of Rs 9 lakh, have been shot dead in Chhattisgarh’s Bijapur, Bastar police said on Wednesday. The insurgents’ death toll has risen to 118 this year.
According to Bijapur SP Jitendra Yadav, an operation was launched by District Reserve Guards in Koranjed forest — close to the Chhattisgarh-Maharashtra-Telangana trijunction — based on inputs about the presence of Madded Area committee member Buchhanna, Vishwanath, Baman and 15-20 other armed naxalites.
The encounter broke out in the dense jungle between Koranjed and Bandepara, 1km apart, around 7 am on Wednesday. The gunfight raged for an hour, say police. A search revealed two dead Maoists, an IED, a pistol, a 12 bore gun, explosives, wireless sets and Rs 30,000 in cash, say police.
The two cadres were identified as Manila Punem, 36, and Amnglu Kudiyam, 40. Punem, a woman, was divisional committee member of Madded area committee and carried a bounty of Rs 8 lakh. There are over a dozen criminal cases registered against her for murder, loot and arson. Kudiyam was a militia platoon commander and carried a Rs 1 lakh cash reward. TNN
Mentally unstable man kills wife of 8 days, 7 of his family
Bhopal: A 27-year-old newly married man axed to death eight members of his family — including his 23-year-old bride, mother and sister — in their sleep and died by suicide in a village in MP’s Chhindwara district early Wednesday. Among the victims are three children, aged between 18 months to five years.
It’s not known what triggered the killing spree, but the accused, Dinesh — who married barely eight days ago — was mentally unstable, police said. His bride Varsha was among the first to be killed. The lone survivor is a 10-year-old child, who woke up to the noise and saw the murders. He was critically injured and was referred to Nagpur for treatment.
Dinesh had a history of mental issues, and the family may have fallen victim to the belief that marriage would somehow ‘solve’ it.
The joint family lived in a cluster of houses surrounding a courtyard. Due to the heat, most of them were sleeping outdoors. Around 2.30 am on Wednesday, Dinesh picked up an axe and began hacking his family members as they slept, police said. TNN
6 PSB execs booked in Karnataka for govt officer’s suicide
Bengaluru: Six Union Bank of India executives have been booked in connection with the suicide of an accounts officer of Karnataka Maharshi Valmiki Scheduled Tribes Development Corporation, which is hit by a multi-crore corruption scandal.
Valmiki corporation’s chief manager A Rajashekar, in a complaint to High Grounds police Tuesday night, said Rs 94 crore govt funds were illegally moved out of the official account. The case was transferred to CID.
In a six-page note, Chandrashekaran P (50) held seniors in the corporation and a chief manager of the bank responsible for his death.
The FIR identifies A Manimekhalai, MD and CEO , as prime suspect, followed by executive directors Nitesh Ranjan, Ramasubramanyam, Sanjay Rudra and Pankaj Dwivedi and the bank’s MG Road branch chief manager Shuchishita Raul as accused. TNN
PM: Past govts didn’t conserve heritage due to slave mentality
Bapu’s Heritage Destroyed By ‘Caretaker PM’, Retorts Cong
Continued from P 1
When the film (‘Gandhi’) was made, it attracted global interest. We have not done this (the film was an India-UK coproduction directed by Richard Attenborough). If the world knows Martin Luther King and Nelson Mandela, Gandhiji was no less. This I am stating after my worldwide travels. We’ve to accept that Gandhi and, through him, India should have received its share of attention in the world. Gandhi is a solution to many of the global issues today, said PM Modi.
Countering the PM, Congress’s Jairam Ramesh said, “If there is someone who has destroyed the heritage of the Mahatma, it is the ‘caretaker PM’. It is his govt that has destroyed Gandhian institutions in Varanasi, Delhi and Ahmedabad. The 2024 elections are between a Ma- hatma follower and a Godse follower. The defeat of the ‘caretaker PM’ and his Godse-follower companions is evident.”
In a post on X, Kharge added, “Now lies are going to pack up and leave.” Rahul Gandhi too took a dig at Modi and said, “Only the student of ‘entire political science’ would need to watch a film to know about Mahatma Gandhi.”
In an interview to ABP News, Modi accused past govts of failing to conserve heritage because they viewed things from a “slave mentality” and also there were “compulsions of appeasement.” Modi cited the examples of Statue of Unity, Dandi and development of Panchteerth, five places as- sociated with of Babasaheb Ambedkar, all developed under his govt and said, “We have to live and connect with our history. There is cultural heritage as well. Moreover, we have to brand our 500 years of struggle (of Ram Mandir) globally. When the court gave its judgment, there was absolute peace in the country. The credit of this peace goes to all. Should we not market it?”
Asking whether India should have not marketed and branded this legacy, he accused the opposition of being concerned with “vote bank politics.” Modi said the opposition’s pursuit of political shortcuts restricted them to the “politics of vote bank”. “That’s why they turned communal, casteist and dynastic,” he added.
“Earlier, during elections, they used to visit temples. Not any more. Not just that, no party functionaries are seen at Iftar parties now. Modi has ensured that none of your drama will be accepted. There is pressure on them to avoid programmes of fooling people. Otherwise, Iftar parties became the biggest political events. Everyone realised this drama won’t last long,” he said.
Cong cites MCC, asks EC to bar ‘maun vrat’ media coverage
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: Congress has urged Election Commission to ensure that PM Narendra Modi does not use his “maun vrat” (silence vow meditation) which he plans to start from Vivekananda Memorial in Kanyakumari on Thursday for campaign purposes to “circumvent” the “silent period” as per the mod- el code just a day ahead of the last phase of polling on June1.
Congress has claimed in its memorandum to EC that “through the meditation trip Modi is attempting to circumvent 48 hour silence period and unfairly leverage the ethno-cultural significance of the chosen location in an attempt to bolster his campaign and maximise his vote share; in vi- olation of the Representation of the People Act, as well as model code of conduct.”
The party has asked ECto ensure that the PM’s “meditation is not broadcast, telecast or printed during the silent period of the campaigning, as that would be a complete violation of the model code of conduct.” A delegation of Congress functionaries comprising of Randeep Singh Surjewala, Abhishek Manu Sing- hvi and Naseer Hussain met EC officials and handed over a memorandum flagging this and 27 other complaints of alleged model code violations by BJP in the last few days.
“The PM can start his meditation after 24-48 hours, which is from the evening of June 1. Otherwise, if he wants to meditate from May 30, then ECI should ensure that this is not broadcast by the TV or print media,” saidSinghvi.
Tight security in Kanyakumari, 2k cops posted for PM’s event
Kanyakumari: All arrangements, including heavy security, are in place for Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 45-hour stay at the famed, mid-sea Vivekananda Rock Memorial here on Thursday, as he would sit on meditation at the place named after the revered Hindu saint.
DMK in Tamil Nadu petitioned the district collector against granting permission for the PM’s spiritual sojourn, citing the election model code of conduct that is in force, besides the ongoing tourism season that would see a good influx of domestic and foreign tourists.
The beach will be out of bounds for tourists from Thursday to Saturday and private boats would also not be allowed to ferry.
The district in the country’s southern most tip will see a strong posse of 2,000 police personnel and various security agencies maintain a tight vigil during the PM’s event, five years after he went on a similar meditation exercise in a Kedarnath cave after the 2019 poll campaign.
PTI
BJP neta moves HC, links Kerala CM daughter to foreign bank a/c
Kochi: BJP functionary Shone George has filed an application in Kerala high court, alleging that chief minister Pinarayi Vijayan’s daughter’s now defunct company Exalogic “parked” huge sums in an account in Abu Dhabi and that Canadian company SNC Lavalin routed funds to the USA through it.
Vijayan is accused of being part of the alleged corruption in awarding a contract to Canadian firm SNC Lavalin when he was Kerala power minister in 1996, which had allegedly caused loss to the state exchequer.
Vijayan and two others were discharged in the case by a special court in Thiruvananthapuram in 2013, a verdict upheld by Kerala high court in 2017 when CBI filed an appeal against the discharge.
The agency then filed an appeal in the Supreme Court against the high court’s order and the matter is still pending before the apexcourt.
PTI
Court sentences 2 men to 20-yr RI for 2020 acid attack on 17-year-old girl in Bahraich
A court in Uttar Pradesh’s Bahraich awarded 20 years of rigorous imprisonment to two men on Wednesday for throwing acid on a 17-year-old girl after she rejected the advances of one the convicts in 2020. The court also imposed Rs 1 lakh fine each on Ehtesham, alias Saddam, and Suhail, alias PK Baba, who attacked the Class 12 girl returning from her coaching classes in Bahraich’s Kotwali area on Dec 21, 2020.
“Ehtesham had been harassing the girl to marry him. He kept troubling her with text messages on her mobile,” said police. Statements of a woman witness, and the text messages corroborated the victim’s testimony, police said.
TNN
Wasting Water Will Now Cost You `2,000
Fines For Using Pipes To Wash Cars, Overflowing Tanks
PARCHED: People collect drinking water from a tanker in Chanakyapuri on Wednesday
Siddhanta.Mishra@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: Minister Atishi has ordered a crackdown on water misuse. Inspection teams can levy a fine of Rs 2,000 on anyone wasting water from May 30 onwards.
The teams will be deployed to enforce the fine on anyone caught using pipes to wash cars, allowing water tanks to overflow and utilising domestic water supply for construction.
The teams are also authorised to disconnect illegal water connections at construction sites or commercial establishments.
“It has been seen that there is serious wastage of water in many parts of Delhi. There are also illegal connections managed by construction sites and commercial establishments using water meant for domestic use. There is a need to crack down on such misu- se,” a letter by Atishi to the CEO of DJB said.
The move has come when overall water production in Delhi has declined. Delhi Jal Board (DJB) has reported a reduction of about 2 MGD from Tuesday. In the summer bulletin issued on Wednesday, water production has reduced to 976.53 million gallons per day (MGD).
In addition to the problem of declining raw water supply at Wazirabad, the Bhagirathi water treatment plant is facing issues of polluted water through the Ganga canal.
Atishi emphasised the need to conserve water. “This is an acute heat wave and (there is) a shortage of water since Haryana is not releasing Delhi's share of water. Conservation of water becomes extremely important," she said.
On Tuesday, Atishi, who is the water minister, announced a rationing plan to manage the crisis.
She said that in parts of the city where water is supplied twice a day, it will be done once. The saved water will be supplied to areas at the tail end of the network that are facing a severe crisis, govt said.
Atishi also went to check underground reservoirs at Ramlila Maidan, Delhi Gate and Jhandewalan.
Delhi BJP president Virendra Sachdeva has criticised Delhi govt for not taking timely action to address the water shortage. Sachdeva claimed that govt was aware of the upcoming heat wave and the potential water shortage since April but failed to take concrete steps to mitigate the crisis. He accused govt and the private tanker mafia of playing a "game of loot" at the expense of the public. “Govt has not made any effort to address the shortage on time.... AAP govt was busy with election preparations, without concern for the people,” he said.
HEAT IS ON
Don’t try firefighting, call us before it’s too late: DFS chief
DFS chief Atul Garg
Raj Shekhar Jha & Abhay TNN
New Delhi: Delhi Fire Services (DFS) has been receiving close to 200 fire-related calls daily of late, the highest in the past 10 years. The data accessed by TOI shows that in the past three days, when the temperatures remained excessively high, the department received 214, 238, and 261 calls, respectively. On May 19 and 20, 202 and 225 calls were received. Last year, the highest number of calls received on a single day was 164 on May 27.
“All equipment and manpower are stretched, it’s a tough time for us. If the temperature rises by just 1 degree more, the calls may cross 250 per day. Twelve people, including six children, have died in fire incidents in May so far,” DFS chief Atul Garg told TOI on Thursday.
The number of calls is particularly high from congested areas or industrial hubs with factories and godowns, he said, adding that it takes more time to douse the fire in these areas.
The fire chief warned against the practice of people trying to do firefighting themselves and informing the fire department only when the blaze gets out of hand. Precious moments are lost due to this delay, Garg said. “It’s not only about training, but also about awareness and skills. I appeal to people that in case of a fire, don’t try to do firefighting, you can’t do that. Inform the fire department and get yourself out of the place with your family and relatives,” he appealed.
In several recent incidents, including the fire at a neonatal facility in Vivek Vihar where six babies have died, there have been reports of delay in alerting the fire services. According to fire officials, there are two contributors to any blaze — human negligence and electrical malfunctions due to the lack of timely servicing. “At least 70% of the fire is due to electric reasons. Well-maintained electrical wiring significantly reduces the risk of fire in both offices and residences,” Garg said.
It’s also crucial for callers to provide accurate information about any occupant trapped inside a building for the proper planning and execution of the rescue operation. Garg also urged people to alert or help the authorities instead of getting busy in making videos during a fire.
The rise in calls has prompted DFS to invest in cutting-edge equipment. It has adop- ted new technologies and is using drones and robots in dousing fire. “A strategically placed water tower at a burning building can do the work of four firefighters, freeing them up for other emergencies. Similarly, robots require just one operator, allowing exhausted firefighters much needed rest,” said Garg.
DFS has expanded its fleet of firefighting robots from six to 18. It has also bought smoke exhausters to clear smoke from the affected areas during the rescue operation. Twenty-six pick-up vans have been added to improve the accessibility in narrow streets. Firefighters source water from borewells, ponds and metro stations, besides the department’s own water units, said Garg.
TIMES VIEW: With the mercury shooting up to record-breaking levels, the high number of fire-related cases are only to be expected. A neglected spark can burn the house. One should call the emergency number (101) for fire services immediately, rather than trying to be firemen ourselves. Every minute counts.
17 cars gutted as fire breaks out in MCD parking lot
The fire service was alerted about the incident at 1.17 am on Wednesday. Nine fire engines with over 50 fighters were deployed
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: A fire engulfed a parking lot at Saraswati Kunj Apartment in east Delhi’s Vinod Nagar on Wednesday, resulting in the destruction of 17 cars.
The parking lot, managed by Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD), was operated by its concessionaire and was used by residents who paid to park their vehicles there.
The fire service was alerted at 1.17am. Nine fire engines with over 50 fighters were deployed.
"The firefighters segregated themselves into two squads and started extinguishing the blaze. The flammable substances in the vehicles acted as a catalyst and spread the fire further," an officer said.
Video footage of the blaze showed vehicles that were completely destroyed. Firefighters were seen extinguishing the persistent flames in one of the cars. "No one was harmed," the fire officer said.
What caused the fire will be investigated, and police will register a case accordingly.
An MCD official said that the incident happened at the far end of the parking site, near a wide and deep drain.
"During the course of inspection, prima facie it appeared that some passerby on the footpath may have thrown a bud of burning ci- garette or bidi into the dry drain which sparked a fire in the dry leaves in the drain. Due to the scorching heat, the fire reached the boundary of the parking site and engulfed a portion of a few vehicles (possibly CNG cars). This further spread the fire causing damage to nearby vehicles. The parking staff at the site called the fire service as soon as they saw the fire," an official said.
The parking staff attempted to extinguish the fire using available extinguishers and stored water, but it was only brought under control after the arrival of the fire services staff.
Officials also mentioned that, as per contractual obligations, the parking contractor would be responsible for compensating the owners of the vehicles.
Delhi BJP spokesperson Praveen Shankar Kapoor said: “It is regrettable that although people had paid to park their vehicles, there was no basic facility available to deal with a fire when it broke out, indicating the negligence of MCD and its contractors. I have drawn the attention of the mayor, Shelly Oberoi, to the status."
In addition to demanding compensation for the owners of the burnt vehicles, Kapoor called for an investigation into the functioning of the fire department, which, he said, arrived late at the scene.
HC launches free Wi-Fi facility
New Delhi: Delhi High Court on Wednesday launched free Wi-Fi facility on its premises for advocates, litigants and the general public to help them have seamless access to legal resources like case information and other data.
The facility, which marks a major step toward the modernisation of judicial infrastructure, will improve the efficiency and experience of all those who use it, court officials said. During phase 1 of the initiative, the free OTP based Wi-Fi facility will be available at ‘A’ Block, ‘B’ Block, ‘C’ Block, Extension Block, Mediation Centre and the Lawyers’ Cafeteria.
A new website of the high court and a virtual tour which will provide a glimpse of the court premises to the viewers was also launched.
PTI
55 minors rescued from meat exporter’s unit
Ghaziabad: A teenager reported missing from West Bengal this Feb and her rescue two months later led to a raid that on Tuesday found more than 50 minors, the youngest just 8 years old, working at the abattoir of a meat processor and exporter in the city. In a joint operation by police, non-profit Mission Mukti Foundation and officials of National Commission for Protection of Child Rights, 55 minors were rescued from the factory of International Agro Foods in Dasna.
Investigators suspect the minors, including 31 girls, were trafficked from several districts of UP, Bihar and West Bengal. The children told officials they were brought to NCR by “contractors” who promised them stable salaries and a place to live.
TNN
Delhi On Fire, But Here Is Why Some Locations Are Better Off
HEAT IS ON
Better Green Cover And Geography Behind Variations In Temperatures
Priyangi.Agarwal@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: This season, amid record temperatures, the weather station at Safdarjung, the city’s base station, recorded four days with temperatures exceeding 45 degrees Celsius. However, on the western fringes of Delhi, Mungeshpur, Najafgarh and Jafarpur, among others, have logged nine such days so far.
An analysis of the India Meteorological Department's data for May reveals temperature variations of three to four degrees across different weather stations in Delhi. Experts in meteorology attribute these differences to the geography and local factors that influence temperatures. For instance, Mungeshpur and Narela recorded a maximum of 49.9 degrees Celsius on Tuesday. In contrast, Safdarjung logged 45.8 degrees Celsius, making it four degrees lower than Mungeshpur. Narela, which is also located on the western side of Delhi which bears the brunt of hot winds from Rajasthan, has witnessed five days of the mercury remaining high above normal. Data on some days were unavailable.
On Wednesday, Safdarjung recorded the city’s second highest ever temperature at 46.2 degrees Celsius, six degrees above normal. The all-time high was logged on May 29, 1944, at 47.2 degrees Celsius. Amid this, the thermometers in some weather stations reached the 50 degrees Celsius or nearabout.
“Dry and hot winds from Rajasthan and south Haryana have a higher influence on areas like Mungeshpur, Najafgarh, Jafarpur and Narela due to their geography. As these locations are located on western side of Delhi, these winds reach them first before other parts of the city,” explained Kuldeep Srivas- tava, scientist and head, Regional Weather Forecasting Centre, IMD. “Besides, these areas have dry and open areas like agricultural land, which heat up in the direct sunlight.”
Palam has seen eight days in May of the maximum temperature going above 45 degrees Celsius. “Since Palam is located near the airport, the emissions from flights impact the tempe- rature. But stations like Rajghat and Mayur Vihar, which are located near the Yamuna, aren’t as hot as Mungeshpur, Najaf- garh and Narela,” said Srivastava, who pointed out that some places in Rajasthan and Haryana, like Churu and Sirsa, are already recording temperatures nearing 50 degrees Celsius.
Lodhi Road has witnessed three days of over 45 degrees Celsius this year. Met officials said Safdarjung and Lodhi Road are not as hot as the western stations due to better gre- en cover. “Safdarjung and Lodhi Road are located in central Delhi, which has quite a bit of green cover to prevent the heat from rising much,” said an official.
IMD said temperature in urban areas varied from place to place due to local factors such as proximity to waterbodies, barrenness of land, presence of concrete structures and dense urban clusters, green areas, etc.
An outlier temperature of above 52°C was reported from Mungeshpur on Wednesday, but this is being evaluated and rechecked. In any case, the locality’s record of 49.2 degrees Celsius in 2002 had been broken the day before, with the mercury touching 49.9 degrees Celsius on Tuesday.
Scientists studying how extreme weather events are showing change said that climate change, predominantly caused by burning fossil fuels and exacerbated by human interference, was making heatwaves hotter and more likely everywhere in the world. Dr V Vinoj of IIT Bhubaneswar said, “On longer time scales, Delhi's temperature change of 30-35% is due to urbanisation. Therefore, it's essential to carefully analyse and determine the reason for such extremes as their probability of occurrence (not just in cities, but also rural areas) will only keep increasing due to climate change.”
Aarti Khosla, director, Climate Trends, added, “Temperatures in Delhi and the neighbouring states in the last two days are proof that the issue is now about survivability. It’s no longer an 'elsewhere' problem.” She said that as more and more Indian cities developed quickly, climate resilience needed to be incorporated immediately in planning to reduce the compounding impacts of extreme heat across on human health, economy and livelihoods.
Peak power demand in city touches never-before mark of 8,302MW
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: The scorching heat in the city led to an unprecedented peak power demand of 8,302 megawatt (MW) on Wednesday afternoon, crossing the discoms’ anticipation of a peak demand of 8,200MW this summer. This is the first time that the power demand has surpassed the 8,300MW threshold in Delhi.
Wednesday’s demand, recorded by State Load Dispatch Centre, Delhi, crossed the previous record set on May 22 when it reached 8,000MW. The city has been grappling with a prolonged heatwave, with maximum temperatures in some areas hovering around 50 degrees Celsius.
Wednesday marked the 12th consecutive day when the power demand surpassed 7,000MW. The previous all-time high was 7,695MW on June 29, 2022 while the last year’s peak was 7,438MW.
Discom officials said the demand typically peaked in late June or early July, with the exception of last year when it soared in Aug. Approximately 2,100MW of green power is expected to play a crucial role in meeting Delhi’s rising summer demand.
The current increased demand is attributed to the weather conditions that are leading to the increased use of electrical cooling appliances. “Airconditioning can contribute to 30-50% of a household or commercial establishment’s yearly energy expenses,” a discom official said.
The ability of Delhi’s power distribution network to sustain this prolonged high demand demonstrates its robustness, said discom officials. The BSES discoms have invested substantially to strengthen and maintain its network, said an official. A spokesperson of Tata Power Delhi said the discom had successfully met its highest-ever peak demand of 2,339MW.
All’s not lost, but capital needs a plan to ward off heat
Kushagra.Dixit@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: The effect of the hot winds from Rajasthan that buffet the city and keep it boiling hot can be mitigated. Factors such as tree cover, wetlands, urban planning, waste management, energy-efficient buildings and vehicular emission control measures could help keep the mercury from soaring to record levels.
For one, experts pointed out that green cover plays a vital role in reducing the urban heat island effect. Increasing the number of trees and creating green spaces can, therefore, help cool the surrounding areas. As per the forest department, Delhi currently has around a 23% green cover. This is, however, uneven coverage, leaving places, Mungeshpur and Narela, where the green cover is estimated at 7.7% reeling in persistent heatwaves, while New Delhi with 47% green cover is less sweltering.
This is the reason, Anumita Roychowdhury, executive director, Centre for Science and Environment, said, “There is a need for zonal plans with land identified for green plantations.”
AS Rawat, former director general, Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education, confirmed, “Vegetation certainly plays a role in controlling the ambient heat and 33% is the standard green cover suggested. However, it’s difficult to say how much plantation a region requires because this depends on the land use. Urban areas, however, should have more avenue plantations and if possible, vertical gardens.”
While immediate action on heat management is necessary, long-term action to reduce heat load is crucial too. “There is a need to look at strategies for heat generators like concrete and glass structures, identify areas for greening and waterbodies, cover barren land and control the waste heat emanating from vehicles, industry and cooling devices,” said Roychowdhury.
Commenting on the preservation of wetlands, which help regulate local climate, conservationist Ramveer Tanwar, said, “Several studi- es suggest that a waterbody of around 0.03 sq km can impact at least 1 sq km land area by cooling the air. But the wetland has to be healthy and natural, not a manmade pool or a dirty bog. It should have flora and fauna and the means to support aquatic life.” Tanwar added that current focus had “unfortunately been on beautification of the wetlands, not their revival”.
According to biodiversity expert Faiyaz A Khudsar, the Yamuna would have played a role in mitigating urban heating, but it has no water. “Evaporation causes cooling, but the Yamuna has no flow downstream of Wazirabad, only sewage. Wetlands in the river floodplain must be recognised and revived,” said Khudsar.
As for solutions from the perspective of urban planning, professor Sewa Ram of the School of Planning and Architecture, noted that while Delhi had several micro habitats that helped reduce urban heating, population density was affecting their existence. “We need micro habitats, like urban forests amid densely packed areas, to help control heat retention. There is also a need to regularise where the additional population or migrants to the city should stay,” said Ram. “From the urban planning perspective, high temperatures cause a rise in demand for water and electricity. Any population influx should be allowed only after examining the city’s capacities. Also, construction must be controlled and restricted to permissible norms or approved plans.”
While power demand has breached all records, water is being rationed in Delhi this summer. “It is, therefore, imperative that the heat action plans shift from a responsecentric to a preparednesscentric approach, mapping granular-level heat risks to help administrators prioritise health interventions,” suggested Dr Vishwas Chitale, senior programme lead, Council on Energy, Environment and Water. Other experts advised designing and constructing buildings that offer more thermal comfort and in which the walls and roofs reflect rather than absorb the heat.
LG announces afternoon respite for workers, Bharadwaj says advisories already in place
CITY FINDS IT TOUGH TO BEAT THE HEAT
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: Lieutenant governor VK Saxena on Wednesday laid down measures in response to the extreme heat in Delhi.
Criticising chief minister Arvind Kejriwal for his “lack of sensitivity” towards the unusual severity of the heatwave, Saxena stated it was “a matter of grave concern” as no meeting or directions had been issued.
However, health minister Saurabh Bharadwaj said that “since March 8, advisories have been going out to various departments. The advisories cover heat stroke, cooling arrangements and proper shade at hospitals for people who are waiting, among other things. The advisories regarding rising temperatures have been sent to all the districts, schools, hospitals etc.”
The minister also mentioned that a review meeting on heatwave conditions was held on May 27, and arrangements were made for two beds each in 26 hospitals for patients with heat-related illness. “The LG’s office is a high constitutional office, and such misleading letters are not expected from it. The health department has been working on a heatwave plan since March 8,” he said.
In the measures he listed on Wednesday, lieutenant governor Saxena said construction workers will be given respite from 12pm to 3pm as the temperature peaks in these hours. He emphasised that proper arrange- ments must be made to provide workers with water or coconut water during this period.
Directions were also given to make arrangements for shade/coolers to protect labourers from heat stroke. Saxena has directed that these arrangements should continue across all sites until the temperatures subsides to below 40 degrees Celsius. Chief Secretary Naresh Kumar has been directed to convene an urgent meeting with all relevant departments, such as PWD, DJB, I&FC, MCD, NDMC, DUSIB, and the power department, to discuss and implement measures to safeguard the health of workers and supervisory staff exposed to extreme heat.
Apart from this, Saxena has directed that earthen pots with drinking water should be available at bus shelters. “The plight of the poor labourers, who toil relentlessly in sweltering heat, warrants a humane approach from the administration. Thousands of homeless people and street vendors spend their day on footpaths, sometimes with small babies, without access to drinking water. It is a heart-rending sight,” the LG said in his communication.
Tankers with treated water will be deployed for sprinkling on the roads to bring down ambient temperature, and water sprinklers, which were deployed on high-rise buildings for tackling pollution, should be re-energised for a salutary impact on the ambient air temperature.
Evening drizzle after sizzle brings temporary relief
Continued from P1
The reading at Safdarjung was the second highest at the station after 47.2 degrees Celsius recorded on May 29, 1944. Besides, the heat index, or ‘feels-like’ temperature, was 52 degrees Celsius on Wednesday.
Of the 21 met stations in Delhi, including 16 AWS, seven saw a rise in mercury compared with Tuesday, while there was no change in temperatures at four stations. The highest rise of 3 degrees was registered at Mungeshpur, further fuelling doubts regarding the reading at the station.
Although IMD issued a press release at 6pm saying the maximum temperature at Mungeshpur was 52.9 degrees Celsius, two hours later, it released another statement saying the reading was being checked again. “The maximum temperature over Delhi NCR varied from 45.2 to 49.1 degrees Celsius in different parts of the city. Mungeshpur reported 52.9 degrees C as an outlier compared to other stations... IMD is examining the data and sensor,” it said. While Delhi falls in the heatwave zone of the country, temperatures touching 50 degrees C or more have so far been recorded only in some areas of Rajasthan (including Phalodi, Churu and Alwar) and southwest Haryana (Sirsa).
Union earth sciences Kiren Rijiju also posted on X that the Mungeshpur reading was in the process of being verified. “It is not official yet. Temperature of 52.3°C in Delhi is very unlikely. Our senior officials in IMD have been asked to verify the news report. The official position will be stated soon.”
However, no revised data for Mungeshpur was shared till the filing of this report. Narela, the closest station to Mungeshpur, had a maximum of 48.4 degrees Celsius. On Tuesday, both Mungeshpur and Narela had reported a maximum of 49.9 degrees Celsius.
IMD’s data shows that parts of Delhi were under the grip of a heatwave for the fifth consecutive day, while Safdarjung reeled under a heatwave for the fourth straight day in a row. While Jafarpur recorded 48.7 degrees C, Pitampura was at 48.9, Pusa 49, Ayanagar 46.8, Palam 47, Ridge 47.3 and Lodhi Road 46.2.
Delhi has been experiencing high temperatures as dry and warm winds from Rajas- than and south Haryana, known as loo, have been blowing in the city. “However, wind direction later in the day changed to south-westerly, which started bringing moisture from Arabian Sea. Moisture and high temperatures being recorded in the region led to the formation of clouds, which caused light rain,” said Kuldeep Srivastava, scientist and head, Regional Weather Forecasting Centre, IMD.
‘Trace’ rainfall was recorded at Safdarjung, Lodhi Road and Ayanagar, while 2mm rainfall was logged at SPS Mayur Vihar till 5.30pm. Though heatwave conditions are likely at some places on Thursday, there is a possibility of thunderstorm or dust storm with very light rain or drizzle accompanied by gusty winds.
Some respite is expected on Friday and Saturday as the temperature may dip due to very light rain and cloud cover under the influence of a western disturbance. The maximum temperature may hover around 42 degrees Celsius.
NATURE'S REVENGE, BEST SERVED HOT!
As the sun beats down on Delhi, shattering temperature records in its wake, netizens see the lighter side of the nightmare. TOI compiles some hilarious reactions
LG Suspends OSD To Health Minister
Bid To File One Case Or Another, Says Bharadwaj
According to sources in LG office, the immediate reason for suspending the official was related to an older complaint about issuing licences to nursing homes that did not meet the required standards
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: Lieutenant governor VK Saxena on Wednesday suspended Dr RN Das, the officer on special duty (OSD) to the Delhi health minister till further notice after allegations ag ainst him of illegally registering private nursing homes.
The special secretary of the directorate of vigilance issued an order stating that disciplinary action was being considered against Das. The LG, using the powers granted by sub-rule (1) of Rule-10 of the CCS (CCA) Rules, 1965, suspended the official.
According to sources in the LG’s office, the immediate reason for suspending the official is related to an old complaint about issuing licences to nursing homes that did not meet the required standards, including a private facility in Shahdara.
The complaint alleged that a nursing home in East Jyoti Nagar had been operating illegally after its registration was cancelled on Nov 27, 2018, by the Director General of Health Services. Das was the medical superintendent of the nursing home cell when the complaint was filed.
The complaint also alleged that the nursing home management had applied for licence renewal in 2014, which was deliberately kept pending by officials of the Directorate of Health Services for a long time, allowing the nursing home to operate without a licence.
Sources in the Lieutenant governor’s office said each nursing home licence is issu- ed for a three-year period.
The health and family welfare department of GNCTD conducted an inquiry into the matter and concluded that Dr RN Das, who was the medical superintendent (nursing home cell) and OSD to the health minister at that time, was solely responsible for the clinic's registration. Subsequently, the anticorruption branch of GNCTD investigated the complaint and determined that it was, prima facie, a case of corrup- tion under the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988, requiring a detailed inquiry against Dr RN Das, sources in the LG’s office claimed.
Regarding the suspension of Das, the order signed by special secretary (vigilance) on Wednesday said: “During the period that this order shall remain in force, RN Das should not leave the headquarters without obtaining previous permission and (he is) entitled to a subsistence allowance at an amount equal to the leave salary.”
Officials in the LG’s office said: “In the recent fire that occurred at the Baby Care New Born Hospital in Vivek Vihar, Das had allowed the registration without bothering to ascertain the pending litigation status as well as any undertaking given by the nursing home.”
When TOI reached out to Das, he said: “I was unwell and served the order late in the evening. I am not aware of the allegations made but justice will be served in the end.”
Reacting to the order, Delhi health minister Saurabh Bharadwaj said: "Today, my office is empty because all the advisors, fellows and consultants who were appointed have been removed by LG. After that, all the OSDs and secretaries who were working here. There is a continuous effort to file some case or the other against all of them in different matters. There is no such case which is from my tenure.”
He added that “all the cases are old. Old govt employees have been working in different departments. The LG is looking for reasons to suspend the officials."
Reacting to the suspension, Delhi BJP president Virendra Sachdeva said that this was just the beginning, and in the coming days the party would demand the suspension of all officials involved in the corruption, from top to bottom.
“Das was a close aide of Delhi's health minister Saurabh Bharadwaj and CM Arvind Kejriwal. We will also demand an investigation into the role of the former health minister in 2021, Satyendar Jain, and the local AAP MLA. Whether they are officials of the Delhi Fire Service, or those who signed these files, no one will be spared,” Sachdeva said.
Hospital tragedy: Initial reports show babies died of suffocation
Cops received 28-29 PCR calls within a few minutes of the fire
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: Police officers investigating Saturday night’s neonatal care hospital fire have recorded the statements of 15-20 people, including the eyewitnesses who saw the fire unfold, the two nurses who were on duty, and the parents of a few babies who died in the incident.
The investigation has revealed that the police control room received 28-29 calls within a few minutes of the fire starting at Baby Care New Born Hospital in east Delhi’s Vivek Vihar on Saturday night.
Using the call data, police located the eyewitnesses and interviewed them. The nurses offered insights into the sequence of events and their statements also shed light on the overall condition of the hospital and the actions of the owners and its doctors.
Police have spoken to some parents, collecting information on when their children were admitted to the hospital and the reasons behind it. Six babies have died in the fire. Investigators are planning to interview more people.
Police are probing whet- her the hospital switched off the ventilator machines on the day of the fire or if it happened due to a power outage. Sources said the initial findings of the postmortem revealed that the children had died due to suffocation.
Police believe that the hospital owner, Dr Naveen Khichi, had maintained strong ties with various small-scale medical facilities in Delhi and Uttar Pradesh. These hospitals often directed patients to Dr Khichi’s establishment. Police may contact these facilities.
Police have received the degrees of the hospital staff and will examine them to determine their qualification.
Dr Khichi and Dr Akash, who was present on the spot during the incident, have already been arrested. The investigation has so far uncovered glaring lapses in the operations of the hospital. It has revealed that the hospital’s licence had expired on March 31 this year, yet it operated without any obstacle. It also seems that the doctors employed at the hospital lacked necessary qualifications and expertise to provide neonatal intensive care.
Court takes note of 6th ED chargesheet naming Kavitha
K Kavitha
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: A court on Wednesday took cognizance of the sixth supplementary chargesheet filed by Enforcement Directorate (ED) naming Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)’s K Kavitha and four others as accused in a money laundering case related to the alleged Delhi excise policy scam.
The court of special judge Kaveri Baweja issued production warrants to Kavitha and Chanpreet Singh, who are in judicial custody, and summons to the other accused, Damodar Sharma, Prince Kumar and Arvind Singh, who were chargesheeted without arrest. Noting that there are sufficient material on record to proceed against the accused, the judge directed them to be physically present before the court on June 3.
The probe agency had filed its sixth supplementary chargesheet on May 10 under sections 45 and 44(1) of Prevention of Money Laundering Act in the same court.
On May 6, the same court had dismissed her bail applications filed in both CBI and ED cases, stating that giv en the material on record and the seriousness of allegations against her, the court was not inclined to grant her bail.
The court, in two separate orders in both cases, had said Kavitha failed to satisfy the “triple test” that could entitle her to bail. “Though she is not being considered a flight risk, but considering her conduct with regard to the threatening of witnesses and also the apprehension that she being an influential person may try to influence other witnesses of the case, the accused/ applicant is not entitled to be released on bail at this stage,” it had said.
In both the orders, the court had rejected the submissions of Kavitha’s lawyers that the cases were based only on the statements of co-accused-turned-approvers and associates/relatives, which could not be relied upon. This cannot be accepted as a ground to grant her bail at this stage, the court had said.
‘NO ONE CARES IF WE LIVE OR DIE’
It's so hot that you can scarcely breathe! But even as the mercury spikes to unimaginable levels, these unsung heroes continue to toil in conditions that are nothing short of hellish
Anindya.Chattopadhyay@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: While most people are disgusted by the stench emanating from the landfills at Bhalswa, Okhla and Ghazipur and hope that the blistering summer heat doesn't cause more fires and acrid smoke, there are others who daily spend over 12 hours at these garbage heaps, trying to alleviate the pain of such disgusted citizens. These are the unsung heroes who work with the sun beating down on them to reduce the height of the waste mounds. “No one cares if I live or die,” said a doleful Suresh Yadav. “But I have to work here to feed my family." Yadav, a migrant like many others from Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat and Rajasthan, now calls Bhalswa village his home and toils at the neighbouring landfill for 12 hours. Anisur, who came to Delhi from UP, described the challenging conditions at Bhalswa: "Working on the trommels and the other machines at the landfill from 8am to 8pm in the summer is like you are imprisoned in a chamber that chokes the air out of you." Even at Ghazipur, Mohammed Jaseem, a native of Samastipur, Bihar, had the same grouse. "The long hours of work in the scorching heat are killing. Jab main ghar pahuchta hoon, lagta hain kala pahad se aya hoon," he sighed. Jaseem’s colleague Lal Singh, a migrant from Gujarat, is luckier. He often finds shade from the sun in his truck. “I only joined work in the transport section here 10 days ago. But the heat affects me. I have to drink too much water," said Singh. Sanjay Sharma finds solace only when he returns home to Mandawali fully enervated after a gruelling day's work. The labour of these men is neither appreciated nor acknowledged by city folks. They face numerous health perils, and while heat stroke is a risk they face only in summer, they are constantly exposed to toxic fumes and dust generated by the garbage as well as the ever-present probability of injuries from the heavy machinery they operate. They work without wilting under the 45-degrees Celsius sun — if not for their tireless effort, the mountains of solid waste would continue to be not only eyesores, but also the source of contaminants and biohazards.
For these workers, the stench at landfills is the least of their worries Photos: Anindya Chattopadhyay
Body-Soul Journey Riddled With Hurdles
‘Being Transgender Not A Choice But An Innate Identity That Deserves Family Support’
FINDING SUPPORT AND LOVE: Fida with her mother (L) and Sirat with director-filmmaker Deepa Mehta
Continued from P1
Despite limited knowledge about the beautician profession, Shila and her elder daughter, Sunita, supported Madhu's pursuit of her dreams.
When Madhu came out to her mother at age 18, they shared an emotional moment, and Shila assured her that she was not alone. In 2017, Madhu underwent gender affirmation surgery, stating, “Jaisi meri aatma hai, waisa main apna shareer chahti hun (I wanted my body to be the same as my soul).” Shila embraced Madhu upon her return from the hospital, a rare occurrence within the transgender community. Shila now advocates for more mothers to accept their children for who they are, emphasising that being transgender is not a choice but an innate identity that deserves family support.
Fida, a 20-year-old transwoman from Seemapuri, Delhi, faced challenges in her journey to self-acceptance. As a child, she was fascinated by her grandmother's feminine attire and accessories but faced disapproval and scolding from her mother, Sameena Begum. Sa- meena initially struggled to understand Fida’s identity, torn between societal expectations and her unconditional love for her child.
“I wanted to understand what Fida said, but I was also torn between what society will say for my child and the unconditional love that I have for her. When Fida's father got to know about the same, he did not approve of it and wanted me to make her understand to not think this way,” her mother said.
At age 18, Fida left home to live with a friend due to the lack of acceptance. Sameena, despite suggestions to abandon her child, yearned for Fida's return and realised the importance of understanding and support. Now back home, Fida can express herself freely, with her mother advocating for her within the family and community.
Sitting next to her mother, in a zari (fabric) kurta and round, silver jhumkas (earrings), she says her mother has become a bridge, a mediator in her own home, trying to make others in the family understand what Fida wants.
“Now that I dress up the way I want, the neighbourhood and family gatherings have become battlegrounds of whispered judgments. But my mother, who used to scold me earlier, bats for me. I hope, in some time, there will be more acceptance for me, in family and outside it,” said Fida.
Both Madhu and Fida are associated with Space NGO, which works for the rights of transgender individuals and sex workers. Rupika Dhillon, director of SPACE NGO, emphasises the importance of family acceptance in fostering societal acceptance, celebrating the love and humanity that transcends gender, sex and sexuality.
MCD claims 70% of desilting target met
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: Municipal Corporation of Delhi has completed 70% of the desilting work in the drains as part of its comprehensive monsoon action plan. Besides, the civic body is set to establish control rooms across all 12 zones to address the waterlogging issues.
MCD is also focusing on the maintenance of stormwater pumps which will play a crucial role in managing excess water during heavy rainfall and preventing waterlogging in vulnerable areas.
“The desilting work for the majority of drains is being carried out through outsourcing. In this operation, the agencies use excavators/JCB, manual labour for taking out the silt, and the transported silt is dumped at scientific landfill sites. The floating material on a day-to-day basis is taken care of by cleaners,” said an MCD official.
According to MCD, a control room each will be established at the headquarters and in all 12 zones, which will re- main operational during the monsoon season. All the zonal heads have been sensitized to remain alert during rains and take prompt action regarding the deployment of manpower and resources.
“In one shift, sufficient manpower shall remain stationed to handle any emergent situation and simultaneously to deal with the waterlogging problem. A detailed duty roster by all zones is prepared and required staff deployed, with sufficient manpower and machinery to attend to any complaint,” said the official.
During the monsoon, staff will be available 24x7 at all permanent pumping stations. A total of 72 permanent pumps and 465 temporary pumps are available with the MCD.
“Maintenance of pumps and desilting of sumps (wells) at pumping stations will be carried out before the onset of the monsoon. Comprehensive efforts are underway to prevent waterlogging in all areas under its jurisdiction,” added the official.
How NDMC’s bagless policy has taken burden off these children’s shoulders
NDMC provides lockers in schools for students to keep their belongings
Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: The New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC) has successfully implemented a bagless policy from nursery to 3rd standard within a year of its inception. The council has provided lockers in schools for students to keep their belongings, aiming to reduce the burden of carrying books every day.
In line with the National Education Policy (NEP), NDMC has also introduced various amenities such as dedicated spaces for activities and learning experiences, nature classes, tinkering labs, trips or trekking for kids, special coaching for students needing assistance at two schools, and the distribution of tablets. NDMC has also set a goal to increase student enrolment by 10% in the current academic year.
NDMC vice-chairman Satish Upadhyay emphasised the council's commitment to maintaining the student-to-section ratio in all Atal Adarsh and Navyug Schools as per the NEP guidelines. "So far, we have 28,022 students enrolled in all 45 schools and we are making all efforts to reach a strength of 31,000 (increase by 10%) by the end of the year," he added.
NDMC currently employs 1,027 teachers against a total vacancy of 1,320 in its schools. To ensure that the teacher-student ratio is maintained according to the NEP standards, the council has re- quested Delhi Subordinate Services Selection Board to fill the remaining vacancies.
Upadhyay said, "We are even conducting variety of training programmes for teachers to promote interactive teaching. In coming month, approximately 900 teachers will participate in NCERT training programmes on June 26, 27 and 28. Additionally, a comprehensive English pronunciation and fluency training programme for pri- mary teachers will be conducted in collaboration with Junior Modern School from July 2024 to March 2025."
NDMC has installed 533 CCTV cameras across 45 schools to ensure the safety of students. It has also distributed 811 pre-loaded tablets to students in 10th and 12th grades in four schools, with an additional 6,181 tablets in the procurement process.
"We are presently running 433 smart classrooms for grades 6 to 12 and an additional 346 smart classrooms at the primary level will be introduced soon. As soon as the model code of conduct is lifted, we will initiate the tendering process," Upadhyay added.
To provide freshly cooked meals in its six schools, NDMC will collaborate with an NGO to set up a kitchen at Atal Adarsh Bengali School in Gole Market. It has developed an activity room equipped with interactive learning tools at RK Ashram school on a pilot basis, to be implemented at other locations in future.
Blasts at Sonipat factory: 3 succumb to burns, 10 critical
Ankita.Anand@timesgroup.com
Sonipat: Three people succumbed to burns after they were critically injured in a fire that ignited blasts at a rubber factory in Sonipat’s Rai Industrial Area on Tuesday.
Police said on Wednesday they suspect a short-circuit sparked the fire, which took minutes to spread to the area where gas cylinders and chemicals were stored, triggering a series of explosions. Fire spread up to a 100-ft radius of the factory, also injuring passersby and workers in an adjacent factory.
At least 53 people were injured, of whom three have died and 8-10 are critical.
Eyewitnesses and survivors told TOI many people outside the factory rolled on sand to save themselves.
Satyendra, a passerby, said he was walking on a road near the factory when it went up in flames around 3pm on Tuesday.
Satyendra is undergoing treatment for minor burns at the Civil hospital in Sonipat.
Police said 11 patients are being treated at Civil Hospital, 18 at FIMS Hospital, three in Tulip Hospital and two others in private hospitals in Sonipat. Another patient was taken to Max Hospital in Delhi, and eight others are in PGIMS-Rohtak as their condition is critical. A few others have been referred to hospitals in Delhi.
The three men who succumbed to burns are Rahul Jain, owner of the adjacent factory that manufactured medicines, rubber factory worker Upendra, and Ram Chander.
Police said an FIR was yet to be filed, but an expert team will be formed to investigate the cause of the fire.
Bizman shot by 2 men in NE Delhi
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: A 32-year-old businessman was shot dead by two men at his shop in northeast Delhi's Welcome on Wednesday. The deceased was identified as Suraj, who lived in Harsh Vihar and owned a shop dealing in tap fittings and polish near Ahlawat Building in Kabir Nagar. No arrest has been made so far.
In the alleged CCTV footage of the incident, two men on a scooter can be seen approaching the shop. They halt at a short distance, and the pillion rider, who was armed with a pistol, moves towards the shop and returns moments later before fleeing the scene.
A case has been registered and an investigation taken up, police said, adding that Suraj sustained four bullet wounds.
HC to hear Bibhav’s petition against his arrest tomorrow
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: Delhi High Court is likely to hear on Friday a plea by chief minister Arvind Kejriwal's aide Bibhav Kumarchallenging his arrest.
A day after his bail plea was rejected by a trial court, Kumar on Wednesday moved the high court seeking relief and criticised his arrest for allegedly assaulting AAP MP Swati Maliwal at the CM's residence earlier this month.
In his petition, Kumar sought a direction to declare his arrest as illegal and a gross violation of Section 41A of the Code of Criminal Procedure and against the mandate of the law.
He also sought "appropriate compensation" for his "illegal" arrest and departmental action against the officials involved in the decision of his arrest.
Kumar argued that his arrest was in violation of the Supreme Court's guidelines established in the landmark Arnesh Kumar judgment, which outlines the procedures and conditions under which arrests should be made to prevent unnecessary detentions. Earlier this week, Kumar's bail plea was dismissed by a sessions court, which said that there appeared no "pre-meditation" by Maliwal in lodging the FIR and that her allegations could not be "swiped away".
Rajya Sabha member Maliwal has alleged that Kumar assaulted her at the chief minister's official residence on May 13. Kumar was arrested on May 18 and he was sent to police custody for five days the same day by a magisterial court, before a decision could be taken on his anticipatory bail plea.
Last Friday, he was sent to four-day judicial custody. The FIR against Kumar was registered on May 16 under various sections of the Indian Penal Code, including those related to criminal intimidation, assault or use of criminal force on a woman with the intent to disrobe, and attempt to commit culpable homicide.
Woman disguises as male courier boy to rob neighbour, held
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: A 38-year-old woman has been arrested while allegedly attempting to rob her neighbour in southwest Delhi’s Chhawla area. Suspect Rekha, who posed as a male courier boy, claimed to have resorted to the crime due to financial hardship faced by her, police said.
On May 23, a woman, Chander Kanta, complained that she was at home around 11.30 am when a courier delivery person arrived at her door and requested a pen to sign the delivery receipt. As soon as she went inside her house, the man followed her and struck her several times with a toy pistol after grabbing her suddenly, causing her to bleed, a police officer said.
The attacker had concealed his identity by covering his face with a towel and wearing a helmet and gloves on his hands. When Kanta shouted for help, the attacker fled the spot immediately, said Ankit Singh, deputy commissioner of police (Dwarka).
After analysing the CCTV footage, police identified the attacker and apprehended Rekha from a vacant house in Somesh Vihar in the area, the DCP said. During questioning, the suspect, who used to work as Civil Defence volunteer but is unemployed now, stated that she was struggling to run her household, added the officer.
To meet her expenses, Rekha allegedly planned to rob her neighbour, believing that Kanta was very wealthy and possessed a significant amount of money and jewellery, the DCP said.
Following her plan, Rekha disguised herself as a courier boy and carried a backpack containing toy pistol, gloves, rope, and clothes. She then attacked her neighbour. "When Kanta started shouting, the attacker fled and hid in a vacant house. There, she changed out of the men's clothing and left the crime tools on the stairs of a neighbouring house before returning to her own home. Shortly after, she joined the crowd gathered at Kanta's house, pretending to be concerned," the officer added.
‘Trial stayed in 2022 on Sharjeel’s instance’
Continued from P1
According to the prosecution, the delayed period of pre-trial detention was solely attributable to Imam, on whose instance the trial was stayed in 2022.
The counsel for Imam submitted before the bench that he had already undergone four years and seven months of incarceration out of the seven years of maximum imprisonment.
Earlier this year, the trial court had said that “although Imam did not ask anybody to pick up weapons and kill people, his speeches and activities had mobilised the public, which disrupted the city” and might have been the main reason for the outbreak of the riots.
“Through inflammatory speeches and social media, the applicant skilfully manipulated the real facts and incited the public in order to create havoc,” additional sessions judge Sameer Bajpai had said in the order.
Imam was arrested in Jan 2020 after a sedition case was registered against him.
22-yr-old woman murdered by her hubby in S Delhi
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: A 22-year-old woman was murdered allegedly by her husband in southwest Delhi's Rajokri on Wednesday.
Police suspect a matrimonial dispute to be the reason behind the killing. A hunt is on to catch the husband.
The deceased was identified as Pooja, who lived with her husband, Abhishek Yadav, in Rajokri. “Pooja and Abhishek had recently got married on April 22," a police source said.
Abhishek had no children from his first marriage, while Pooja had a son from her first marriage. Prima facie, some matrimonial dispute appears to be the reason for the murder. The initial examination of the body suggests death by strangulation.
Forensic science laboratory officers and the crime team have inspected the spot. A case has been registered and multiple teams are working to catch the husband. Further investigation is under way.
In another case, a man attacked his wife with a screwdriver in south Delhi's Fatehpur Beri. Police got information about the incident on May 28. Officers rushed to the location near Badi Masjid in Chandan Haula. There they found the caller, a 34-year-old woman named Sofia. Sofia was injured and her husband, Saif Mohammed, had fled. “The woman told us that her husband had attacked her with a screwdriver during an argument about an TSR EMI deposit," police said.
Chinese among five held for cyber fraud
Noida: Five persons, including a Chinese national, part of a larger cyber fraud network, were arrested from Noida on Wednesday.
Police said they got a whiff of the racket with a tip-off about a bulk purchase of SIM cards, some of which are active in foreign countries and being used to run social media accounts to cheat people on the pretext of investments through Telegram, WhatsApp.
The money was then transferred into mule accounts. Two laptops, 21 mobile phones, 223 SIM cards, seven Aadhaar cards, etc, have been seized from the men. TNN
When School Came Knocking On Doors Of These Poor Kids
Started In 2018, Vidyalaya Pravesh Abhiyaan Helping Children Gain Admission
JOY OF LEARNING: Volunteers helping parents register their kids for school in Chhatarpur’s Ambedkar Colony
Shreya.Ghosh@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: On a sweltering Wednesday morning, a group moved with purpose past the tangle of low-hanging wires, open drains and buzzing mosquitoes in Chhatarpur’s Ambedkar Colony in south Delhi. One of them knocked on the door of a house. The door was opened by a curious girl, squinting against the harsh sunlight. “Bitiya, iskul jati ho?" the volunteer asked. Thirteen-year-old Saba shook her head. "Mummy ko bulao," he gently urged her.
When the mother appeared, the volunteer explained they were a team of school officials, cluster resource centre coordinators and teachers who wanted children to attend school. Luckily, the team ran into Saba, 13, whose alcoholic father abandoned her, her mother and brother three years ago. With the mother, a domestic worker, the only one left to make sure the family survived, Saba’s aspirations were snuffed out and she dropped out of school.
The team explained to Saba’s mother that she need only submit a residence proof, no other details, neither bank account details nor other documents, for her kids to be admitted to the nearest govt or municipal school. This was courtesy apilot project called Vidyalaya Pravesh Abhiyaan, initiated by South district deputy education officer Ashok Kumar Tyagi and Samagra Shiksha, a central govt programme launched in 2018 to enhance the quality of education at the school level.
A spark reignited in Saba's eyes when she realised she was returning to school, this time with her brother in tow.
The team, aiming to enrol 200 students, went around in Ambedkar Colony, a speaker loudly playing a song, School tumko pukare, that attracted curious people who decided on Wednesday to send 20 of their kids to the classrooms.
Aryaan, an orphan living with his grandparents, felt this heart soaring when he was told he was going to school. “My nani taught me the alphabets and I learnt the basic from the internet. I can’t believe I will now get free study materials, meals, books and uniforms. I can’t wait to finally join a school on July 1,” exulted the 12-year-old. Because he hasn’t had prior education, he will join the special training centre first to fill the learning gap and then join Class V.
Dhol player Nakeeb, father of two girls, was glad he was home when the admission drive took place. He said, "We weren’t able to find dignified jobs because of our lack of education. But I want both my daughters to study hard and become teachers.”
Tyagi explained that many children from economically weaker sections did not attend school at all, while others studied in unrecognised gali schools. “These schools don’t own land to qualify for govt recognition and have issues related to student safety and security. They are income-driven and need to be discouraged,” he said. “My purpose with this initiative is to raise awareness that education is accessible and is every child's right.”
Mandeep Kumar, principal of Chhatarpur’s Acharya Tulsi Sarvodaya Bal Vidyalaya, interacted with kids and reassured parents about the admission process. Kumar said, “Children drop out when their migrant parents move to other places. Our teachers phone the students if they remain absent on consecutive days and talk to their parents,” said Kumar. “We try to retain the kids unless they are returning to their villages.”
The team has surveyed over 100 households, mostly in Ambedkar Colony, since last year, trying to detect children who aren’t attending school. Volunteer teacher Shima Ghosh said, “Sometimes landlords refuse to provide residence proof that parents need to admit their kids. The parents also are often illiterate themselves and unsure of birth dates, Aadhaar cards and bank details, so they hesitate to enrol their kids. We are making the process easier for them.”
Clicking a photograph of a smiling parent who had just filled an admission form, Jyoti Kalra, district coordinator, Samagra Shiksha, told TOI, “One kid had a foot disability and his ignorant parents didn’t admit him to school thinking it would be of no use. We counselled them and assured them that education could change the family’s life.” Thankfully, this initiative is taking care of such ignorance.
IndiGo to review evacuation with bags at IGI Airport
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: A day after some passengers, and even a pilot, vacated an aircraft through deployed slides at Delhi’s IGI Airport with their bags, IndiGo said it would “review” the anamoly.
Globally passengers are advised to leave their cabin bag behind in case of an emergency evacuation to ensure everyone quickly leaves the aircraft. Footwear is also to be avoided as a pointed tip could puncture an inflated slide.
However, numerous evacuations across the world have seen similar scenes with passengers, and sometimes even the crew, defying these guidelines. The IndiGo evacuation at IGIA following a bomb threat on a Delhi-Varanasi flight with almost 190 people on board was no different.
“Safety is our prime con- cern and our crew acted accordingly. In the best interest of our customers’ safety. As with all safety & security events, our flight safety team will be reviewing this as well,” IndiGo stated.
The aircraft in use was a damp lease in which the pilots were from the lessor. The cabin crew was from IndiGo. “One pilot was among the first to evacuate to oversee the procedure. Then everyo- ne else exited the aircraft and the entire evacuation was completed in about 66 seconds. The second pilot evacuated with his flight bag,” said a source.
Aviation website Skybrary says, “Passengers’ lack of preparedness to act appropriately, or adverse behaviour, during an evacuation is a serious issue during many evacuations. Passengers might not perceive the danger they are in and, the- refore, could act in an inappropriate manner (like being slow to respond to cabin crew instructions, looking for friends and relatives or even trying to open overhead compartment storage to retrieve luggage).”
With almost 80 IndiGo Airbus A320 family aircraft grounded due to Pratt & Whitney’s unending engine issues, the airline has been wet leasing — hiring with operating crew — planes.
Relief sought by CM beyond scope of main appeal, says SC
REGISTRAR SAYS The relief sought for in the present application is directly in conflict with and contrary to the May 17 order of the SC
Continued From P1
Once the main appeal is reserved for judgment upon conclusion of arguments and liberty is granted to Kejriwal by SC, the question of Kejriwal again approaching the SC for the above said relief (interim bail extension) is misconceived,” the registrar, who was a district judge in Karnataka before his deputation to SC, said.
In a five-page order, he said, “The relief sought for in the present application is directly in conflict with and contrary to the May 17 order of the SC. Further, it is well settled that interim relief can be sought only in aid to the main relief. The relief sought (in the application) is beyond the scope of the main appeal, since the issue relating to the validity of arrest of the applicant is in question and not relating to his release on bail.”
On May 17, the bench of Justices Khanna and Datta had said, “Notwithstanding the fact that we have reserved the judgment, and without prejudice to the rights and contentions of the appellant Arvind Kejriwal, the appel- lant may, if advised, file an application for grant of bail, if an application of bail is filed, the same will be considered and decided in accordance with law.”
Pavanesh invoked the powers under Order XV Rule 5 of the SC Rules, 2013, which enables the registrar to refuse receiving a petition on the ground that it discloses no reasonable cause or is frivolous or contains scanda- lous matter.
“When the prayer made by Kejriwal in this application is concerned, I am of the opinion that no reasonable cause or grounds are made out by him to entertain this application... For all these reasons, I refuse to receive the present application, as it does not disclose any reasonable cause for being entertained,” he said.
Kejriwal was arrested by ED on March 21. On April 9, Delhi HC had dismissed his writ petition challenging the validity of his arrest. He appealed against the HC decision in the SC, which on May 10 enlarged him on interim bail till June 1 to enable him to campaign in the Lok Sabha elections, noting that he was the top leader of a national party and that elections came only once in five years.
On May 26, Kejriwal had moved the SC seeking extension of interim bail by seven days to allow him to undergo a thorough medical check-up to ascertain the cause and impact of rapid weight loss, high blood sugar, coupled with periodic bouts of giddiness, palpitation and lethargy.
Lord Shiva does not need anyone’s protection, says HC
New Delhi: Lord Shiva does not need anyone’s protection, Delhi High Court observed on Wednesday while refusing to make the deity a party to a petition relating to removal of a temple constructed in an unauthorised way on the Yamuna river bed.
The court said Lord Shiva would be happier if the Yamuna river bed and flood plains are cleared of all encroachments and unauthorised construction.
The court made the observations while refusing to set aside an order for demolition of the Pracheen Shiv Mandir situated at Geeta Colony close to the flood plains.
"The half-hearted plea by the counsel for the petitioner that Lord Shiva, being the deity of the temple, must be also impleaded in the present mat- ter is a desperate attempt to give an altogether different colour to the entire dispute to subserve the vested interest of its members," Justice Dharmesh Sharma said.
The High Court further said, “It goes without saying that Lord Shiva does not need our protection; rather, we, the people, seek his protection and blessings. There could be no iota of doubt that Lord Shiva would be happier if the Yamuna river bed and the flood plains areas are cleared of all encroachments and unauthorised construction".
The petitioner claimed that the temple acts as a hub of spiritual activities, drawing around 300 to 400 devotees regularly.
The plea claimed the petitioner society was registered in 2018 with the aim of uphol- ding transparency, accountability and responsible management of the temple's assets.
The court said the land in dispute is meant for larger public interest and the petitioner society cannot claim any vested rights to continue to occupy and use it.
It said the land falls under Zonal Development Plan for Zone-'O' as approved by the ministry of urban development.
The Master Plan Delhi, 2021, also envisages rejuvenation of the Yamuna through a number of measures including ensuring adequate flow of river by releasing water by riparian states, refurbishing trunk sewers and removal of coliforms at Sewage Treatment Plants besides creating ecological balance by planting trees, it noted.
PTI
After decade-long wait, it’s finally a Tewari & Tandon show in Chandigarh
Munieshwer.Sagar@timesgroup.com
Chandigarh: It’s once again a one-onone fight between BJP and Congress for the Chandigarh Lok Sabha constituency as has been the case in most of the elections since the city’s first parliamentary polls in 1967.
The difference this time though is that it is not just a battle between two parties, but the culmination of more than a decade-long wait for the two main contenders — BJP’s Sanjay Tandon and Congress’s Manish Tewari.
For two-time MP and former Union minister Tewari, 58, it is a homecoming he has been waiting for since 2009 polls. Born and raised in the city, Tewari learnt his first political lessons here. But since 1991, Congress brass kept its faith in its veteran functionary Pawan Kumar Bansal, who maintained a tight hold and resisted any new entrant in the city’s political landscape.
Bansal won four of the eight elections he contested in, including three wins on the trot in 1999, 2004 and 2009. In the last two Lok Sabha polls, he suffered major defeats at the hands of BJP’s actorturned-politician Kirron Kher, who has also grown up in the city.
For BJP’s Tandon, 60, the wait for nomination has been long and bitter. In 2014, he was the lead contender, but the party’s national leadership sprang a surprise by declaring Kher as candidate.
There were internal squabbles and protests, but Tandon, the Chandigarh BJP state president at the time, went along with the party’s decision. Riding the Modi wave, Kher won easily in 2014 and 2019 elections. But relations between Tandon and Kher have remained cold if not bitter. This time, with Kher struggling with health issues and anti-incumbency at its peak, the party finally decided to repose its faith in Tandon.
Man-To-Man Fight
Within the overarching campaign narratives of ‘democracy in danger’ vs ‘10 years of vikas’, the Chandigarh campaign is also driven by the personality and background of the two candidates.
Tewari, son of a noted educationist, poet and a former Rajya Sabha member V N Tewari, is a full-bred Congressman, having risen through the ranks — president of National Students Union of India from 1986 to 1993 and president of Indian Youth Congress from 1998 to 2003.
On the other end, Tandon’s roots run deep in BJP and Sangh Parivar. His father, Balram Das Tandon, was an RSS pracharak and founding member of the Bharatiya Jan Sangh in 1951. Tandon learnt his first ideological lessons in the Sangh’s shakhas. His first major political responsibility was in 1991 when he was put in charge of the party’s Lok Sabha campaign. Despite being overlooked by BJP for the Chandigarh ticket, Tandon continued to work at the grassroot level building close relationships within the cadre and also with major stake- holders and interest groups across the city.
With Kher accused of being inaccessible and not on good terms with the Chandigarh administration, particularly in the last five years, party workers and residents have turned to Tandon. He has become the link between residents and administration. After Tewari was chosen Congress candidate, Tandon was quick to flaunt his wellcultivated connection, and labelled his rival an “outsider”. BJP also termed Tewari as a “bhagora” (runaway) for frequently changing his constituencies. “Where are you running off to in 2029?” is a rhetoric raised by Tandon in his campaigns.
Tewari was Congress MP from Ludhiana in 2009, didn’t contest 2014 elections, and in 2019 was elected from Punjab’s Anandpur Sahib seat. However, Tewari’s poll pitch is that even though he was representing other constituencies, he still lives in Chandigarh and has funded several projects in the city through his MPLAD funds and raised issues related to the city in Parliament. His supporters are also quick to remind, “He is a son of the soil. His father was killed in Chandigarh by terrorists (in 1984).” Tewari has also raked up Tandon’s connection with disgraced BJP-nominated councillor Anil Masih, who was castigated by Supreme Court for his role in denying INDIA bloc victory in Chandigarh mayoral elections. Attacking Tandon, Tewari has said, “A vote for Tandon is a vote for Masih.”
BJP Loses An Ally, Cong Gains One
For the first time, Congress is contesting Chandigarh elections in alliance with AAP. In 2014, AAP had dented Congress’ vote share by garnering nearly 24% of the total votes polled. Congress’ vote share shrank by 20% from 2009. In 2019, AAP got only 4% of votes. Congress recovered around 13% of the lost vote share.
BJP and its long-time ally, Shiromani Akali Dal, have parted ways this elections. Akalis, who hardly have a base in the constituency, had nominated their Chandigarh MC councillor Hardeep Singh as candidate but he gave up his ticket and quit the party, claiming no Akali leader was supporting him. He later joined AAP. BJP also suffered its first electoral setback in a decade in Chandigarh in the 2021 municipal corporation elections. AAP became the single largest party, followed by BJP and Congress, a development that may help Tewari.
Changing Voter Base
Rehabilitation colonies and villages, with nearly half of the city’s 6.6 lakh voters, are key to victory. They also have a higher propensity to get out and vote than those living in the sectorial grid. Migrants from Bihar and UP make up a major chunk of colonies and village voters. Issues like village and colony infrastructural development, regularisation of constructions outside lal dora, relief for building violations, traffic congestion, parking woes and ownership rights have consequently gained primacy in this election. And both candidates are on the same page regarding these issues.
Manish Tewari
Sanjay Tandon
Trinamool Congress looks to maintain dream run in its Kolkata South bastion
Tamaghna.Banerjee@timesgroup.com
Kolkata: If one were to identify one seat out of the 42 in West Bengal as a bastion of Trinamool Congress, it would undoubtedly be Kolkata South that Mamata Banerjee and then her party colleagues (after she stepped down in 2011 and contested as an MLA to become CM) have held for 33 years.
Kolkata South also stands out for its distinct political landscape where out of the seven assembly segments, winners in five were state cabinet members until July 2022 when one of them — Partha Chatterjee who won from Behala West — was arrested for his alleged involvement in a teaching job scam.
First as a Youth Congress functionary and then as Trinamool Congress founder, Mamata had won the seat for six consecutive terms from 1991 before passing on the baton to Subrata Bakshi who won in 2011 (byelection) and then in 2014. Mala Roy, who won in 2019 is defending the seat this time. What tilts the scales further in TMC’s favour is the significant 28% Muslim voters in the constituency who are expected to stay loyal to the party.
“With due respect to my opposition candidates, I’m 200% confident of winning,” said Roy. “Not just because of our solid presence and base in this constituency but also because of my own track record here. My work speaks for itself. After Sougata Roy, I have asked the most questions in Parlia- ment among Bengal MPs. Opposition parties are trying to malign us. They are even using multiple agencies to harass our functionaries. But the more they do so, the worse they will fare in this elections,” said Roy, who is also a local councillor and chairperson of the Kolkata Municipal Corporation.
In 2019, Roy had trounced her nearest competitor, BJP’s Chandra Kumar Bose, by more than 1.6 lakh votes. The latter, grandnephew of Subhas Chandra Bose, is no longer in the party.
Roy has a star-studded support team in the constituency. CM Banerjee is herself the Bhowanipore MLA. Urban development minister and Kolkata mayor Firhad Hakim represents Kolkata Port. Javed Ahmed Khan from Kasba is the disaster management minister and Babul Supriyo from Ballygunge is the head of non-conventional and renewable energy sources ministry. Then there is Debasis Kumar from Rasbehari who is the KMC’s mayoral council member (parks and square). Ratna Chatterjee from Behala Purba, the estranged wife of former mayor Sovan Chatterjee, is another influential functionary.
With such heavyweight presence alongside many minority voters in the 18.5 lakh-strong electorate, political observers and analysts believe it is a nocontest in three assembly segments: Kolkata Port, Ballygunge and Kasba. And that, they believe, is enough to win the Kolkata South seat yet again.
BJP has fielded Debasree Chaudhuri, the outgoing Lok Sabha member from Raiganj Parliamentary constituency in North Dinajpur district, against Roy. While many termed Chaudhuri’s ejection from her stronghold Raiganj to the comparatively lesser-known turf of Kolkata South as more of an exile, the former Union junior minister for woman and child development views it as an opportunity to prove her worth in Trinamool’s strongest seat.
“It’s a TMC stronghold alright but one that is built on lies and corruption and my job is to breach the fortress. That is the reason why the party brass has chosen me to contest from this seat. Among the five ministers in this constituency, one is in jail, and some are on bail. It tells you a lot about the party,” said Chaudhuri.
Though BJP has never won the seat, the first MP to be elected in 1952 from the constituency — then known as Calcutta South-East — was Syama Prasad Mookerjee, founder of BJP’s predecessor Bharatiya Jana Sangh.
Also in the fray is CPM’s Saira Shah Halim, the daughter-in-law of Bengal’s longest-serving speaker Hashim Abdul Halim and niece of actor Naseeruddin Shah and daughter of former deputy chief of Army staff, Lt Gen Zameer Uddin Shah.
A relative newcomer to politics, Saira has been praised for her role in rejuvenating the CPM’s prospects in the closely contested Ballygunge assembly bypoll in 2022. She surprised many by finishing second ahead of BJP’s Keya Ghosh. Although Saira lost to Trinamool’s Babul Supriyo by 20,000 votes, her performance resulted in a significant 24% increase in her party’s vote share.
However, Kolkata South is a different ballgame. The Left has won the seat only three times in the past: 1967, 1980 and 1989. But Saira says she is not daunted by the task at hand.
“BJP is tinkering with the Constitution and Trinamool is full of corruption. People here are fed up with them and need an honest representative. People have seen how red volunteers have worked during Covid and showered their faith upon me in the 2022 bypoll. This cosmopolitan constituency needs a progressive and educative face and there is none better than me,” said the writer, activist and educator who was a business development and communications trainer with the West Bengal Electronics Industry Development Corporation Ltd before she took the political plunge.
In Yogi backyard, a development vs caste battle brews
Mohita.Tewari@timesgroup.com
Gorakhpur: Old-timers recall that after the construction of Vikas Bhawan in the late 80s, there was no development work worth its name that had reached Gorakhpur for over three decades. However, the elevation of its five-time MP Yogi Adityanath to the post of UP’s chief minister saw a turnaround. Now, the city is known for a new AIIMS, fertilizer plant, Ramgarh Taal and a zoological garden. Once infamous for mafia and mosquitoes, Gorakhpur has projects of Rs 40,000 crore in various stages of completion.
In the late ’90s, the district had earned the sobriquet of ‘Chicago of the East’ due to the battle for supremacy between dons like Hari Shankar Tiwari and Virendra Pratap Shahi. The district also witnessed the sudden rise of gangsters like Sriprakash Shukla and other criminals.
During the last decade, especially in the last seven years of Yogi govt, a massive dip in crime rate has been reported and the district underwent a transformation with a host of development projects.
Moreover, Gorakhpur, which used to be the epicentre of encephalitis which claimed the lives of hundreds of children every year, got rid of the epidemic with the help of a targeted strategy by the Yogi govt. “As an MP, he had relentlessly campaigned for the eradication of this disease, but his efforts didn’t bring desired results due to ‘unfriendly’ govts at Centre and in the state,” says S K Tripathi, a teacher.
Residents say new roads, uninterrupted power supply and end of mosquito menace through fogging are like a “dream come true”. This time, election issues include employment, tap water supply to every household and crop losses due to stray cattle menace.
Baba Gorakhnath Reigns Supreme
Gorakhpur is home to Goraksh Peeth, established by Nath sect founder Guru Gorakhnath. Nath has been involved in political activities since the pre-independence era and remains an axis of power in UP till date. Its chief priest Mahant Digvijay Nath joined Congress in 1921 and was arrested for taking an “active part” in the Chauri Chaura incident. He joined Hindu Mahasabha in 1937. He spearheaded the Ram Janmabhoomi movement of 1949 at the end of which idols of Lord Ram appeared inside Babri Masjid. He was elected Gorakhpur MP in 1967.
His successor, Mahant Avaidyanath, was elected MLA as an independent in 1962, 1967, 1969, 1974 and 1977, and an MP from Gorakhpur in 1970 and 1989. During the Ram Janmabhoomi movement, he joined BJP and got elected as Gorakhpur MP in 1991 and 1996.
Avaidyanath’s successor Yogi Adityanath remained Gorakhpur MP for five terms from 1998 to 2017, when he vacated the seat to take over as Uttar Pradesh CM.
This time, the constituency is witnessing a fight between Bhojpuri actor-turned politician Ravi Kishan of BJP and Bhojpuri actress Kajal Nishad of SP.
In the 2019 LS polls too, BJP had fielded Kishan who defeated SP’s Rambhual Nishad by over 3 lakh votes. SP is eyeing Nishad and Yadav-Muslim votes by field- ing Kajal Nishad. Goraknath Temple, where Yogi is still the chief priest, continues to be a centre of attraction for all.
Gorakhpur constituency comprises five assembly segments — Campierganj, Pipraich, Gorakhpur Urban, Gorakhpur Rural and Sahjanwa – and covers the entire Gorakhpur district. There are around nine lakh OBC and six lakh upper caste voters out of which around 3.5 lakh are Nishads and 2.4 lakh Yadavs. There are 2.5 lakh Dalits and two lakh Muslims. The dominance of the riverine community of Nishads and their associated sub-castes plays a key role in poll outcome. That’s where SP’s Kajal claims her edge.
Poll Issues
Vishnu Kumar, a shopkeeper, says, “Campierganj has seen development, be it roads or lights. People will vote for development and not on caste lines,” he says.
Rajkumar Nishad, a farmer from Sahjanwa, says: “I will vote for our own candidate. If BJP wins, then it will be due to Baba’s (CM Yogi’s) charisma.” Farmers in Machhligaon, Algarpur, are upset with stray cattle menace and water crisis and say they would support the party which promises relief from these two problems.
Susheela Gaud, who is busy preparing tea and ‘jalebis’ at a tea stall at Bismipul in Campierganj, says: “People are facing water crisis and are dependent on hand pumps which are not in a good condition.”
According to farm labourers Ashok Yadav, Santosh Kumar, and Raju Nishad from Lakshmipur and Algarpur villages in Campierganj, the govt has advised people to consume piped water only as there is arsenic contamination in water. They, however, say water supply is not sufficient. A group of jute mill workers and farmers sitting at a shop near Sahjanwa railway station say the station lacks public toilets and drinking water facility.
Vote For Development
“We get electricity and roads are also good. Development is taking place here,” says Susheela in Machhaligan village of Campierganj. A shop owner in Gol Ghar says that in the last few years, power supply has improved, and roads have been widened. “Sahjanwa is not developed like other parts of Gorakhpur, but it has firstclass roads and power supply,” says Umesh Yadav, a worker in a jute mill.
A group of homemakers in Gol Bazar said: “I live near Nauka Vihar and have come here for household shopping at 7pm. This is something women in Gorakhpur couldn’t think of a few years ago as chain snatching, eve-teasing and harassment were common. Now, we freely use public transport and can come out for work even late at night,” says Anubhuti Jaiswal.
Modi & Yogi Factor
New hotels, roads, sugar mills, fertilizer factories and improvement in law and order are drawing appreciation from people. “Once dead bodies used to float in Ramgarh Taal. Now, it has crystal clear water, and the cruise service has given the city a new look. Here people will vote for development and not for caste,” says Akash Yadav, who lives in Pipraich and works in a private hotel in Gorakhpur.
Once a lifeline for 30 lakh, dying river turns into poll issue
A plastic-filled Ichhamati river, with an overgrowth of macroalgae and phytoplankton, flows through four LS seats in West Bengal
Krishnendu.Bandyopadhyay@timesgroup.com
Kolkata: During its 288km journey, Ichhamati river snakes through four Lok Sabha constituencies in West Bengal while its basin supports more than 30 lakh people. Its health has been pitchforked into a poll issue in this general elections.
A part of National Waterway 44, Ichhamati also forms a 21km riverine border with Bangladesh. The river courses through four Lok Sabha constituencies — Ranaghat, Bangaon, Basirhat, and Barasat. North 24 Parganas’s Basirhat and Barasat go to polls on June 1.
The sizable fishermen and farmers’ populace to boatmen as well as fish and vegetable vendors make a loud outcry on the river’s decline. A political campaign spearheaded by Nadia Nadi Sansad, a coalition of 14 diverse organisations, has been launched, pressing parties to take a decisive action. Nadia district, for instance, was once blessed with 33 tidal rivers but now has only 10 that are struggling for survival. The rest have just disappeared.
Tired of empty promises, Nadi Sansad members have taken matters into their own hands. They engage with candidates from all political parties to find out their plans and commitment to revive Ichhamati. A fixed ritual accompanies these encounters now — the offering of a garland followed by a barrage of questions from villagers demanding accountability on issues like Ichhamati’s restoration and the cleanup of Mathabhanga and Churni.
Jyotirmoy Saraswati, a veteran Ichhamati crusader, laments the lack of understanding among many candidates regarding the river’s dire situation and its devas- tating impact on people.
“Ichhamati had a wide variety of fish stock, known for their unmatched tastes. Now people in Duttapulia, one of the major trade centres on its bank, survive on fish from Andhra Pradesh,” said Nadia Nadi Sansad secretary Sabarna Saraswati, who led a 140km walk along the banks of the Ichhamati to save the dying river.
Sabarna and local villagers cleaned up more than 12km of the river. “Apart from plastic menace, there is overgrowth of phytoplankton, microalgae, and macroalgae, due to increasing flow of nitrogen and phosphorus in the water systems following intensive agricultural and industrial activities. This ultimately results in low oxygen or ‘hypoxic’ areas that jeopardise the health of the river, its aquatic life, and surrounding ecosystem,” he said.
Local fishermen have pointed to concerns over the deteriorating water quality which is increasingly becoming inhospitable to aquatic life particularly immature fish and insects as their lifecycle is dwindled because of water hypoxia. Ichhamati is a witness of the desperation of people living around its flood- plain. “Farmers grow crops on 30,000 acres of floodplain of Ichhamati spreading across these four parliamentary constituencies. As many as 40,000 fishers are dependent on the river,” said Jyotirmoy.
Arjun Mandal, once a fisherman, has been compelled to do transition farming as fish- ing in Ichhamati river became untenable. Reflecting on the change, he said: “We never imagined we wouldn’t be able to fish in the Ichhamati anymore. The drying Ichhamati bed has made even farming an increasingly difficult job to sustain my family.”
Abdul Khaleq Malita from Srirampur, Nadia, used to rely on the Ichhamati for irrigating his land for jute cultivation. Now, he has switched to crops like parwal, banana, and rajanigandha that require less water. Fisherman Sunil Kumar Haldar, who became a farmer and now a contractor, lamented his desperate need to change professions due to the river’s decline: “People are now migrating to survive. Ichhamati’s decline has triggered alarming levels of migration and an uptick in traffic along its banks.”
Amit Kumar Biswas, a schoolteacher and river activist from Bongaon, highlighted the ripple effects. “The drying of Ichhamati has impacted other water bodies like tanks and ponds, exacerbating water crises in summer. The numerous unlicensed brick kilns lining the riverbanks are causing extensive pollution.”
Downstream, beyond Berigopalpur ghat in Basirhat, the river does not resemble its dying upstream.
“But it is completely tidal saline water from the sea,” said Bishnupada Mridhha, who works with farmers and fishermen at Hingalganj in Basirhat parliamentary constituency. With the flow of the sweetwater having stopped completely, the lower course of Ichhamati, also known as Kalindi, in Basirhat, resulted in incursion of saline water into the groundwater table at an alarming rate. In a wide area of Panchapalli, no tubewell below 600 metres gives us sweet water. It is only saline water, unusable for drinking or irrigation,” he added.
Illegal transverse check dams (badhals) have mushroomed along the 280km stretch of the Ichhamati, exacerbating its plight. These dams, constructed with substandard materials and nylon nets, are intended for fish trapping. Members of the fishing community admitted ignorance regarding the improper disposal of unusable nets into the river.
“There was an attempt to dredge from Tentulia to Kalanchi for 23.4km to achieve a navigable depth of 1.5 metres all along the river. A budget of Rs 3.77 crore was sanctioned. But only a little could be achieved. The state govt decided to prepare a master plan for the restoration of the river,” said an officer in the state water resources investigation and development department.
2 narratives in Sandeshkhali. Which will win?
Shahjahan ‘Atrocities’ BJP’s Main Poll Theme In Basirhat, But Trinamool Has A Counter
Sanjib Chakraborty | TNN
Basirhat: Tucked away in North 24 Parganas along the southern banks of Ichhamati river is Basirhat that falls on one side of the Radcliffe Line that divided India and Pakistan (now Bangladesh). One has just to cross the river to reach Khulna in Bangladesh.
Basirhat’s location explains why this place witnessed large-scale migration since Partition with people engaged in a bitter struggle for survival. Additionally, the money-spinning bheris (artificial ponds for fishing) here have always made this zone politically volatile.
Basirhat has changed political loyalties over time. CPI won the seat through the 1950s, having made major dents in the region during the Food Movement at that time. Subsequently, Congress tasted victory intermittently before CPI regained the constituency and held it for nearly three decades.
But not anymore. The Lok Sabha seat is now a solid Trinamool stronghold that has party MLAs in all the seven assembly segments — Baduria, Haroa, Minakhan, Sandeshkhali, Basirhat Dakshin, Basirhat Uttar and Hingalganj. Nirapada Sardar was the last Left MLA from the area in 2011.
Yet, amid this deep-rooted Trinamool presence, Basirhat threw up surprises in 2014 when BJP’s Shamik Bhattacharya won the Basirhat Dakshin assembly bypoll though the seat went to Trinamool later. The BJP in the changed scenario has presence in Basirhat Dakshin, Sandeshkhali and Hingalganj.
Basirhat Lok Sabha election figures over a 10-year period (2009 to 2019) reflect the changing political loyalties. The 40.4% Left vote share in 2009 declined drastically to 4.8% in 2019 while Trinamool and BJP improved their shares mostly at the expense of the Left slide. The Trinamool vote share went up from 46.2% in 2009 to 54.9% in 2019 while BJP improved from 6.6% in 2009 to 30.3% in 2019.
Basirhat was considered one of Trinamool’s bastions in south Bengal, till the recent groundswell in Sandeshkhali that hit national headlines. Sections of women came out of their homes chasing local Trinamool leaders in the area and openly complained against party strongman Sheikh Shahjahan for grabbing their farmlands and sexually abusing them.
The complaints of women from an assembly segment reached Calcutta HC, making citizens sit up and take notice.
A few days later, video clips of a BJP organiser that went viral on social media picked holes in the “sexual torture” narrative, though not the land-grab accusations. Subsequently, a woman BJP officebearer from North 24 Parganas crossed over to Trinamool and claimed that the Sandeshkhali affair was a “conspiracy,” by Bengal BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari.
With accusations flying from both sides, it remains to be seen which version Sandeshkhali voters believe when polling takes place for the Basirhat seat on June 1.
BJP, in a bid to set sail on the groundswell, nominated one of the agitators Rekha Patra, a homemaker, as the Basirhat candidate. PM Modi followed it up by talking to Patra over the phone, asking her about her election preparations.
Trinamool, on the other hand, relies on an old hand, Haji Nurul Islam, a twotime Haroa MLA, with an eye on the Muslim voters who constitute around 54% of the population in the Lok Sabha constituency. “Some BJP and CPM leaders had deliberately tried to instigate innocent people in Sandeshkhali to spread violence. But we will build a new Sandeshkhali, with a renewed focus on development. We believe all the common people of Basirhat are with us,” Nurul said.
According to local sources, Shahjahan and his gang took control of 40,000 bighas in the Sandeshkhali region, most of which were farmland taken over on lease and forcibly converted into bheris by flooding with saline water.
“These bheri lands, which are leased out for Rs 10,000-15,000 per bigha, make the place a multi-crore lucrative business hub and a major supplier to the Kolkata market. By earning huge sums from the money-spinning ponds, Shahjahan and his associates built a formidable network in the Sandeshkhali area. They also offered money to hundreds of local unemployed youths for expanding their empire and widening their market,” a local farmer said.
BJP candidate Patra, despite stiff opposition from Trinamool, is focused on Sandeshkhali. “I will fight the oppression and violence against women in the area till the end. The people of Basirhat are with me, supporting me because I am like their daughter, a girl from their family,” Patra said.
CPM candidate Nirapada Sardar is also banking on the Sandeshkhali groundswell to get back the section of Left and Congress supporters in Basirhat who had voted for either BJP or Trinamool in the last few elections. “Trinamool didn’t allow elections in Sandeshkhali after the party came to office in 2011. People in Sandeshkhali and beyond in Basirhat, want peace. They want their farmlands back,” Sardar said.
Basirhat, no doubt, is a prestige fight for Trinamool this time to “bust” the BJP “conspiracy” in Sandeshkhali. Trinamool national general secretary Abhishek Banerjee announced the other day that the party would win from Basirhat by a record margin of 4 lakh votes, surpassing the 3.5 lakh winning margin of Trinamool candidate and Bengali film actor Nusrat Jahan in 2019.
BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari, on the other hand, has made Sandeshkhali the centre of the party’s campaign. The saffron party is determined to gain a lead in the Sandeshkhali segment to claim a moral victory, even if it trails in some other assembly segments of the Basirhat constituency.
Hat-trick of victories or losses? Misa fights jinx, Ram Kripal looks to extend streak
Lalu Lost Patliputra Seat In 2009. This Time Entire Family Has Put Its Weight Behind Daughter
Manoj.Chaurasia@timesgroup.com
Patna: Patliputra, a Lok Sabha seat carved out of Patna after the 2008 delimitation exercise, has eluded the Lalu Prasad family since it came into existence. RJD patriarch Lalu failed to win from the seat in 2009 and his eldest daughter Misa Bharti lost in 2014 and 2019 elections.
In the battle for RJD pride in Patliputra this time, the family is being challenged by PM Narendra Modi himself who has confidently asked supporters to be ready with ‘Maner ladoos’ on June 4, and has also added a curious twist to the fight by subtly hinting at the “arrest” of RJD star campaigner Tejashwi Prasad Yadav in the land-for-job scam.
Lalu’s ‘Man Friday’ Now Man To Beat
While Saran has been Lalu’s home constituency since 1977 when he was first elected at the age of only 29, he also tried his luck from Patliputra in 2009. Lalu won from Saran, but lost Patliputra to his one-time friend Ranjan Yadav by 23,541 votes in a closely fought contest.
After his conviction in the fodder scam which led to his disqualification in 2013, Lalu fielded Misa from this seat in 2014 and 2019 but she lost both times to BJP candidate Ram Kripal Yadav, Lalu’s one-time ‘Man Friday’ whom she fondly calls ‘chacha’. This time again, Misa is locked in a direct fight against her chacha. However, PM’s “jail threat” to Tejashwi, who has emerged as a powerful Yadav community leader, has not gone down well with the politically dominant caste which accounts for 14.3% of Bihar’s total population.
During a rally, Modi said: “The countdown to go to jail has begun for those involved in land-for-job scandal. The moment his helicopter ride ends he will end up in jail.” Coming close on the heels of the murder of a Yadav youth in Saran allegedly at the hands of BJP workers, PM’s statements have only added fuel to the fire, analysts feel.
“On the one hand, PM seeks the support of Yadavs, on the other he issues an open threat to jail Tejashwi. Why will the Yadav community vote for the NDA candidate?” asked Ram Jaipal Yadav, a resident of Masaurhi, a Yadav-dominated assembly constituency. Yadav, whose wife served as the local Mukhiya for 20 years, says the Yadav community now treats Tejashwi equivalent to Ram Lakhan Singh Yadav, referred to with the honorific “Sher-e-Bihar”. “The Yadav community won’t accept such insulting remarks from a prime minister,” said Braj Nandan Prasad, another resident of Masaurhi.
Misa too challenged Modi to act on his words. “Instead of threatening us, he must do it. This will also prevent him from coming to Bihar too frequently to campaign for his candidates since all of us will be in jail then.” She says that instead of tackling surging inflation, unemployment and poverty, PM is issuing jail threats to her family.
Accusing PM of not honouring his pre-poll promises, she says the way her brother managed to give jobs to five lakh youths within 17 months in govt must be an eye-opener for the ruling coalition. “He (Modi) made scores of promises but did nothing. Who will believe him now?” she asks. She adds the main issue this time is unemployment and inflation, and both have caught the fancy of the common men.
Patliputra also has a significant presence of Yadav voters (around 5 lakhs), followed by Kurmis and Koeries (4 lakhs), Bhumihar (3 lakhs) and Muslims (2 lakhs) and Brahmins (one lakh). The number of Dalit voters too is significant. All the six assembly seats which fall under Patliputra LS constituency are represented by RJD and its allies. While Danapur, Maner and Masaurhi are represented by RJD, Phulwari and Paliganj are held by CPI-ML, its ally. Bikram seat too was won by Congress, but its MLA switched to JD(U) during the trust vote in the assembly in Jan this year. This gives Misa a psychological advantage.
BJP’s ‘Vikas’ Plank
BJP candidate Kripal claims he has the support of all castes and communities, and banks on Modi’s popularity. “Lalu’s social engineering stands destroyed now due to the PM’s focus on development. Modi symbolises all castes and communities since he works for all,” Kripal says. Trying to set a new narrative, he says the fight is between “the palace and the hut”. “I still live in a hut and work for the poor,” he claims.
Apart from the support of NDA voters, Kripal also banks on the support of his fellow Yadav men who have handed him his victories in the last two elections. He is, however, silent on PM’s remark and instead focuses on Modi’s leadership that he says has increased India’s stature globally.
Yet voters look clearly divided in their support for Kripal despite him coming from a humble background and being in touch with the masses. The reason for their annoyance is the rise in unemployment and the dip in job opportunities. “We are not happy with the BJP-led NDA govt. Except for giving 5kg ration, the govt has done nothing. Inflation is at its peak, and youth are jobless on the streets,” says Ram Pyare Pandey, a resident of Udaypur village in Paliganj block.
“Modi govt destroyed the poor in the past 10 years. Graduates have no jobs and are migrating to other states in search of low-category jobs,” says Aniket Paswan, adding, “Modi sarkar me garib pareshan hai. Sarkar badlna jaruri hai (Under the Modi govt, poor are upset. It is necessary to change the govt).”
But there are also those like Ram Pravesh who are happy with the performance of the Modi govt. “BJP govt is supporting the poor with free ration…Dusre, desh ko bachane ke liye hathiyar bana rakha hai (Secondly, the govt has made weapons to protect the country),” Pravesh says.
Kin, Allies Weigh
In As Misa sweats it out to turn the tide in her favour, two recent political developments are likely to help her. First, the party has entered into an alliance with CPI-ML resulting in Left not fielding a candidate against her. Second, Ranjan Yadav who had worked against Lalu in the past has now returned to the RJD fold.
Also, her entire family including mother Rabri Devi, brother Tejashwi and sister Rohini Acharya have carried out intensive poll campaigns, leaving nothing to chance. Also, CM Nitish Kumar’s falling popularity because of his frequent switchovers has come as a boost.
SURROUND SOUND
Kharge with his wife Radhabai after casting their votes in Kalaburagi on May 7
‘Dead’ voters to scrubbing toilets: Myriad experiences of officials in WB
From encountering ‘dead’ voters to navigating pitch-dark school corridors to scrubbing neglected toilets, polling officials encountered an array of challenges in West Bengal. Arup Karmakar, a schoolteacher from Durgapur, was posted to a booth in Barabani under Asansol LS seat. Polling moved smoothly until he encountered a “dead man walking”. “A man entered the polling station claiming that although his name was on the list of deceased, he was alive and wanted to vote. Polling agents from across political parties confirmed the man’s identity. He had all the necessary documents, and after verification, he was allowed to vote,” Karmakar recounts. Rathin Bhowmick, another polling official, had to clean toilets on poll eve to make them usable at Haripal under the Arambagh LS seat in Hooghly. “They were not used for ages. Some village education committee members brought a brush and some cleaning liquid with which we scrubbed the toilets,” he says. PTI
Kharge has ‘married’ actor-model, says Wiki
The name of Mallikarjun Kharge’s wife is Radhabai, but one could be misled by the ‘personal life’ section on the Congress president’s Wikipedia page. It says Kharge married Ananya Soni on May 13, 1968. Soni is an actor and model. Kharge’s newfound status could be the handiwork of some mischievous person who knows that people often turn to Wikipedia to find details about politicians during elections. When contacted, the Congress president’s office said: “Wikipedia pages can be edited by anyone. Sometimes people deliberately create mischief. We are looking into it and will get it rectified.” TNN
FLASHBACK
1971 A Doordarshan studio in Delhi broadcasts India’s first televised Lok Sabha results in 1971. The fifth general elections were held following a split in the Congress party. Most party MPs supported Indira’s Congress (Requisitionists) faction while 31 MPs opposed her and formed Congress (Organisation) party. In the event, the Indira-led party returned to office with a massive vote share of 48.7%.
In Mayurbhanj, it’s ‘Odisha ki beti’ vs Naveen’s welfare schemes
In President Droupadi Murmu’s Birthplace, BJP Banks On Tribal Goodwill While BJD Is Counting On 5-Time MLA To Wrest Seat
Ashok.Pradhan@timesgroup.com
Bhubaneswar: Mayurbhanj, a tribalreserved seat and the birthplace of Droupadi Murmu, India’s first tribal president, is gearing up for an intense electoral battle between BJP and BJD as it votes in the last phase of the Lok Sabha elections on June 1.
Historically, Mayurbhanj was the last of the 26 princely states to merge with the Odisha province, signing the merger document in Oct 1948 before formally becoming a part of the state in Jan 1949. Its legacy has played a significant role in shaping the region’s cultural and political landscape.
Although there are 13 contestants in the fray, the main contest is between BJP’s Naba Charan Majhi and BJD’s Sudam Marndi. The focal point of BJP’s campaign is its decision to elevate “Odisha ki beti” to the highest constitutional post at the Raisina Hill, while CM Naveen Patnaik’s poll pitch has focused on BJD’s welfare schemes.
Majhi, a close associate of President Murmu, is banking on the goodwill of tribals due to the respect BJP has given to the community and its commitment to their welfare. “Modi govt has honoured the tribal community by picking Mayurbhanj’s Murmu as President. People realise this well,” says Majhi. BJP dropped sitting MP and Union minister of state Bishweswar Tudu to field Majhi.
BJP has also touted the inauguration of new trains and the approval of a new railway line in the region as part of its development agenda. President Murmu herself had flagged off three new trains through Mayurbhanj last Nov, while Centre approved the Bangriposhi-Gorumohisani railway line in 2021.
Majhi has also criticised the BJD govt for allegedly neglecting Mayurbhanj’s development, citing the delayed progress on the Amarda Road airstrip project in Rasgovindpur, which was used by the Royal Indian Airforce during World War II, despite Centre providing Rs 145 crore and necessary clearances.
On the other side, BJD candidate Marndi, a five-time MLA and former JMM MP from Mayurbhanj, has been highlighting state govt’s initiatives for the region. These include the development of the birthplace of Pandit Raghunath Murmu, a noted Santali writer who developed Ol Chiki script for the language, the establishment of a medical college named after him, and the construction of the Baripada Ring Road at a cost Rs 150 crore.
Marndi, who has won elections on JMM, BJD, and independent tickets in the past, believes that Naveen’s leadership and commitment to people’s welfare have endeared the BJD to the masses. “The CM has been working to take Odisha to a new height of development. From farmers to artists and youths to women, every section has reasons to cheer,” he says.
BJD has also been emphasising its pro-poor and pro-tribal schemes, such as the withdrawal of 50,000 cases against tribals, the formation of special development councils in tribal-dominated districts, and the establishment of hostels for tribal students.
While the direct contest seems poised between BJP and BJD, JMM patriarch Shibu Soren’s daughter Anjani Soren’s candidature has added an intriguing dimension to the contest. Votes polled by Anjani may be a key factor in Mayurbhanj. Anjani had polled 1.3 lakh votes (11.7%) in the 2019 polls. Apart from Mayurbhanj, Anjani has also been fighting for Saraskana assembly seat, which is under Mayurbhanj Lok Sabha constituency, this time.
Mayurbhanj has a history of opting for different parties and contestants in successive elections, with the BJP winning in 1998, 1999 and 2019, and the BJD in 2009 and 2014. In the five elections from 1980 to 1996, it was with Congress.
On the ground, opinions of locals present a mixed picture. Rabindra Pattanayak, 65, an advocate based in Rairangpur, for instance, believes that President Murmu’s connection to Mayurbhanj is a major draw for voters. However, Saiba Murmu, 25, also from Rairangpur, lauds the BJD govt’s pro-poor and pro-tribal schemes. “BJD’s schemes such as Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana, are better than Ayushman Bharat. Naveen govt is pro-poor and pro-tribal,” Saiba says. With gender ratio tilted towards women, the constituency’s nearly 15.4 lakh voters, dominated by tribal communities like Santals, Kolha, Bathudi, and Bhumija, will play a crucial role in determining the outcome of this highstakes electoral battle.
‘TIME’LESS HONOUR
In March 2023, Time Magazine featured Mayurbhanj, among its list of 50 World’s Greatest Places of 2023. Ladakh was the only other Indian site to find a place in the list. The magazine described Mayurbhanj as “the only place on earth to spot the exceedingly rare black tiger”. The district is the only natural habitat of melanistic tigers. The magazine also listed Similipal National Park, home to over 40 mammals, including Asian elephants and Bengal tigers, besides Mayurbhanj Chhau, a dance featured on Unesco’s Intangible Cultural Heritage list. Belagadia palace, Sabai grass weaving, and the dying art of Dokra (metal casting) are among the other attractions.
Not A Drop To Waste
Water woes are a recurring Indian urban phenomenon. Reusing treated water is the solution
Delhi residents are experiencing a double whammy of intense heat and water scarcity. Parts of the capital yesterday recorded a maximum temperature of 52.3°C. Along with it came announcements this week of water rationing. It’s the second major city, after Bengaluru, to simultaneously experience a heatwave and acute water shortage this summer.
The scariest moment in urban India was Chennai’s “Day Zero” in June 2019, when the city’s four major water reservoirs dried up. We are very vulnerable to water crises.
Urban mess | Common to all urban water nightmares is that economic growth and consequent building expansion have outpaced the capacity of civic authorities. Private firms have stepped into the breach to support this growth. But the downside is that they lack scale to solve critical problems.
Reality check | India cannot escape the impact of climate change. Extended heatwaves are here to stay and water demand in urban areas will not reduce. Neither can some consequences of haphazard urban expansion, such as building over natural landscapes, be undone. To illustrate, in 2022, the Karnataka govt told the state assembly that 40 lakes in Bengaluru had “disappeared”.
Recycle, the best option | On the heels of its “Day Zero”, Chennai became the first Indian city to recycle wastewater at scale. Tertiary treatment reverse osmosis plants are used to recycle water for industrial use. Recycling lifts the pressure on freshwater resources and allows urban areas to cushion the impact of poor monsoons. Some states have now mandated industrial zones to use treated water. It’s a sensible policy as India’s ranked the 13th most water-stressed in the world.
Potential’s huge | In 2016, IISc carried out a study of the potential addition to Bengaluru’s water supply through treating sewage water. It estimated that of the annual domestic demand of about 20 TMC, treated sewage could provide up to 80% of the requirement. It’s consistent with UN’s findings that on average, high-income countries treat about 70% of the industrial and municipal wastewater they generate, while the ratio falls to about 28% in lower middle-income countries.
Pushing ahead with recycling doesn’t need huge govt projects. Tight implementation of a policy to get both residential and commercial projects to use recycled water will have a significant impact. Who knows, not long after, India may go the Singapore way to use treated water in craft beer.
Choppy Skies
‘Clear air turbulence’ is the new scare story of flying. And more may be in store
Air travel was never a simple affair for many people. But recent incidents of air turbulence, with stories of passengers being tossed around and literally ‘hitting the roof’ take it to another level. The most disturbing incident involved a Singapore Airlines flight from London to Singapore, which faced rapid altitude loss, and led to a fatality, besides injuries to dozens of people. Close on its heels came reports of 12 passengers suffering injuries on a Qatar Airways flight from Doha to Dublin.
Underbelly of travel | It doesn’t help that this is not your usual problem for which blame can be assigned and the culprit put in the dock. Facing air turbulence is like dealing with a choppy sea, inevitable. While technology has made it possible to foresee pockets of turbulence and for pilots to issue a cabin warning or avoid them, there is still the ‘clear air turbulence (CAT)’ that can appear, literally, out of nowhere, sometimes causing mayhem in the aircraft.
Climate change | The problem can get worse. Researchers at University of Reading found a 55% increase in severe air turbulence due to CAT in the North Atlantic between 1979 and 2020, attributing it to climate change. University of Chicago researchers have claimed that wind speeds, which are behind CAT, will rise by 2% for every degree Celsius of global warming.
What’s the fix? | While avoiding turbulence may not be possible, preventing injuries is. Keeping seat belts fastened, even at cruise altitude, is the best safeguard against the vagaries of weather, at least till technology breaks new ground. As for the anxiety and panic experienced during rapid altitude loss or violent buffeting of the aircraft, passengers can take heart from aircraft being designed to endure significantly higher stress levels. Chances of a commercial plane going down due to turbulence is almost nil.
erratica
‘And how many deaths
…will it take ’til we know that too many people have died?’
Bachi Karkaria
The answer (can’t keep) ‘blowin’ in the wind’. Four times in under a fortnight we’ve been shaken by catastrophic – and totally avoidable – tragedies. 68 lives snuffed out. Parents, siblings, breadwinners, children, even those who’d barely taken a day’s breath – all grabbed with death’s non-negotiable finality. All leaving an unbridgeable chasm of loss.
Simply because someone was too greedy to follow the rules, or enforce them. That’s the bigger tragedy. And after the finger-pointing, blame-shunting, politicising, righteous editorialising, it will happen again – and yet again. That’s the biggest tragedy of all.
None of these victims was living recklessly.
What’s more routine than filling up at a petrol station? As those 17 delivery boys, autorickshawallas, office-goers and visiting couple were doing in Mumbai’s Ghatkopar on May 13. Can you imagine their horror when a 120x120 ft hoarding came crashing down on them? Did they even have time to gasp in disbelief?
What’s more routine than going to work? Even if it’s the choiceless choice of a hazardous industry – or living in its vicinity. As those 11 dead and 70 grievously injured in Mumbai’s Dombivli had done last Thursday when the Amudan chemical plant boiler blasted apart, and flames roared through this MIDC hub with the speed and fury of a forest fire.
What’s more routine than families flocking to amusement parks during summer holidays? As those 33 people, including several children – plus countless traumatised – had done at Rajkot’s sprawling recreational centre last Saturday. Excited shouts turned to ghoulish screams, as they were trapped in an inferno deadlier than the heatwave they’d gone there to escape.
What’s more routine than parental joy on first seeing the fruition of a nine-month wait and longer dreams? If heartbreak can have an ascending scale, then surely up there would be the seven tiny lives now charred to lumps of black in the Delhi nursing home last Sunday.
Okay, all the owners have been arrested. But if the buck stops smugly there, the tragedies won’t.
***
Alec Smart said: “In the Pune killer crash, the initial ‘justice’ was more juvenile.”
Dear New Govt, Do Get Real
Message to incoming GOI: in the fastest growing large economy, over 80% of those out-of-work are young. And remember, the largest number of poor in the world live in India
Unbridled jubilation on growth sprint is misplaced because much of it is ‘catch up’ growth...challenge lies in sustaining that pace over an extended period
Duvvuri Subbarao
The election campaign is behind us. Ironically, in a country where millions struggle for a daily living, it was dominated by Hindu-Muslim divide and bulldozer politics rather than bread-and butter issues of jobs and prices. It’s imperative, therefore, for the incoming govt to leave campaign rhetoric behind and apply itself to the task of accelerating growth, for all. Here’s a summary of the good, the bad and the ugly of the India growth story that should inform the way forward for the new govt.
Bright spot | The highlight of the ‘good’ part of the story is that with growth averaging 7%, we are the fastest growing large economy in the world today. This is a significant turnaround from 10 years ago when growth was slowing, inflation was high, rupee was volatile and govt’s fiscal position was worrying. A bad loan problem had sapped investor confidence and crippled bank balance sheets. The much-dreaded stagflation seemed a distinct possibility.
Ten years on, India’s growth story is compelling. It has moved up from being the world’s 11th largest to 5th largest economy. By way of GDP, we overtook UK last year and is on course to surpass Japan in 2026 and Germany in 2027. Growth is strong, inflation is approaching target, albeit unevenly, rupee is stable and service exports of nearly 10% of GDP are giving unexpected resilience to the external sector.
The bad loan problem is resolved with bank and corporate balance sheets in robust health.
Economy flexing | Public infra is being built at a frenetic pace. Digital revolution is enhancing productivity, creating jobs and adding to govt revenues. We’ve birthed many unicorns. Recent estimates suggest extreme poverty is all but eliminated. Amid the pessimism about global growth because of slowing trade, persistent inflation, rising public debt and deteriorating geopolitical tensions, India is gaining global heft as an emerging economic superpower.
Not so rosy | But here’s where the ‘bad’ part of the story chimes in, raising two questions in particular: How robust is our growth, and can we maintain this momentum? Both defy clearly affirmative answers.
Economists who’ve dirtied their hands with numbers have questioned India’s methodology of growth estimation, which glosses over outsized discrepancies to generate a flattering headline number. If you net out the discrepancies, they argue, the underlying growth momentum is much less impressive.
There’s also an argument that even as our current growth sprint is grabbing headlines, unbridled jubilation is misplaced because much of it is ‘catch up’ growth. Poor countries grow faster just as a child grows faster than an adult.
The challenge lies in sustaining that pace over an extended period – here our record has been unimpressive. Per IMF data, economy has clocked growth of over 7.6% just seven times since the 1991 reforms. But we could never sustain that pace for more than two consecutive years.
Poor country | Could this time be different? That our current growth is driven just by public investment does not inspire confidence. We need to be firing on all cylinders to have a fighting chance of winning the race.
Further, that we’re moving up the global league by way of output may be cause for cheer, but certainly not for celebration. We might be a large economy, mostly by virtue of our large population, but we’re still a poor country. With per capita income of $2,730 in current dollars, we rank 136th in the league of nations. We’re the poorest country among Brics, we’re the poorest in G20, and we have more poor people than any other country.
The real downer | The ‘ugly’ part of the story is defined by two interrelated maladies – jobs and inequality. Contrary to Modi’s promise in 2014 that jobs will be his top priority, unemployment rate has barely budged in the last 10 years.
Two things make the unemployment problem particularly distressing. First is the size of youth unemployment; ILO’s India Employment Report says more than 80% of India’s unemployed are its youth. The second distressing feature is the low female labour force participation rate, which is lower than that of countries such as Bangladesh and Nepal. There’s much hype over how we’re poised for a huge demographic dividend, but we should also know no jobs means no dividend.
Inequality worry | Deepening inequality is in part a corollary to rising unemployment. A recent report by World Inequality Lab, co-authored by Thomas Piketty, says income inequality in India is currently at its highest level since 1922. We know from development experience that reducing inequalities is not just a moral imperative, but a necessary condition for sustained growth.
‘It’s the economy, stupid’ has become a cliché, but it’s the message the new govt must take to heart as it gets down to business.
The writer is a former RBI governor
POLLITICS Special Series on Elections
Punjab’s Power Ride On A Rocky Road
SAD-BJP split, as well as some anti-incumbency against AAP, has Congress eyeing anti-BJP, anti-AAP votes. AAP’s still banking on its free power scheme. Support for radicals shows turmoil in Panthic politics
IP.Singh@timesgroup.com
An outlier among north Indian states to BJP’s sweeping victories of 2014 and 2019, Punjab presents ironies this time as well. Two years after a handsome mandate to AAP in assembly polls (92 of 117 seats, 42% vote share), the Sikhmajority state is again in political flux. INDIA partners AAP and Congress are contesting each other. SAD has stayed away from both alliances; its junior partner till 2020, BJP, isn’t seen as a threat beyond a handful of seats.
Politics 1984-2024 | The vote on June 1 is when army action on Darbar Sahib began in 1984 – which remains the biggest turning point for Sikhs and Punjab after Partition. In Parliament last Aug, PM called it an “attack on Akal Takht”. The mass tragedies, including massacre of Sikhs in 1984 – that Modi called “genocide” while campaigning in Punjab in 2019 and this year too – influenced poll outcomes in Parliament and assembly elections in Punjab till 1998. With Sikh votes consolidated, Congress was viewed as an ‘anti-Sikh’ party. SAD emerged strong.
Forty years on, Punjab is at a political crossroads again. SAD president Sukhbir Singh Badal, desperate to regain lost ground among Sikhs over the handling of sacrilege issues and police firing that killed two during 2015’s Sikh protests, at every poll meeting pulls out a picture of damaged Akal Takht from 1984, and talks of RSS taking control of gurdwara bodies outside Punjab. His call is to defeat parties controlled from Delhi.
Parties in position | Punjab Congress claims it’ll gain from anti-incumbency against AAP. It convinced party brass in Delhi against an alliance in Punjab. But if indeed Congress makes gains, it’ll be more because of weaknesses of other parties. Congress even lost its strongest seat Jalandhar to AAP in a 2023 bypoll. Most Sikhs remain apprehensive of BJP; Congress, ironically, expects to benefit from this.
AAP had won big from discontent with Congress and SAD-BJP and bragged its aam aadmi candidates defeated the CM and three former CMs. But among its 13 candidates this time, AAP has three imports, five ministers, three MLAs, and a Punjabi comic-actor. Known for contesting even local body elections in Kejriwal’s name, Punjab AAP has been campaigning in Bhagwant Mann’s name this time. Their party’s ‘saviour’ is the scheme of 300 units of free power.
This time, perception that BJP will alter the Constitution has seeped into Dalit minds. BJP’s been pushing to make Punjab a four-cornered contest, but it can grow only if it decimates Congress. While farmers are protesting against BJP nominees, a counterconsolidation of Hindu votes can’t be ruled out.
Protests, anti-incumbency | Ahead of 2022, AAP cashed in on the political fluidity resulting from the farmers’ movement. But within three months it lost its rajdhani, Sangrur, to SAD president Simranjit Singh Mann in a bypoll. Recently, Mann faced shopkeepers and traders’ ire in Maur assembly segment during a roadshow. A blast in Maur had killed 7 just four days ahead of the 2017 assembly election. It was traced to Dera Sacha Sauda Sirsa – but all parties remained silent as did police brass.
After winning the 2017 assembly election, Congress had won 8 seats (41% vote share) in 2019 LS polls. But AAP has started facing questions on issues of performance within two years of its assembly win. Farm crisis, unemployment, depleting water table, drugs, youth out-migration, illegal mining, increasing debt – real people’s issues are all missing from the political discourse.
Panthic space on edge | No political party can claim to control the narrative. The response to radical Sikh activist Amritpal Singh, who’s contesting from Khadoor Sahib constituency, shows resistance can emerge even without a clear political structure.
A turf war between moderate and radical streams is at play. The traction Amritpal has is more a reflection of turmoil within the Sikh political space than any love of a radical agenda. Perception of excessive action against him and the persisting drugs crisis are working to his advantage. Conversions by Pentecostal pastors are also helping radicals. Simranjit Singh Mann is very much in play from Sangrur. Indira Gandhi assassin Beant Singh’s son Sarabjit Singh, an Independent, has significant support in Faridkot.
All this is unfolding at a time when the main parties no longer talk of justice for the Bargari sacrilege, or Behbal Kalan police firing cases. AAP rode these issues to rock the Congress boat ahead of 2022 assembly polls.
Punjab votes on June 1 (13 seats)
THE SPEAKING TREE
Consciousness Is Brain’s User-Illusion Of Itself
Pranav Khullar
The Cartesian notion of consciousness and the relation between the body and mind has been at the heart of modern Western thought, with Descartes positing consciousness as the one undeniable and certain fact of existence. Modern scientific propositions of a unified field theory further dissolved the distance between the observer and the observed, proposing an indivisible consciousness running through mind-body, space-time, and energy-matter.
Daniel Dennett challenged this Cartesian concept. He lays down a purely materialistic physical paradigm of consciousness through a dissection of the physical human brain and mental phenomena. In laying down this model of consciousness, heterophenomenology, as he calls it, where a scientific methodology alone is applied to studying consciousness, Dennett argues against a Cartesian central point where conscious experience occurs. Instead, he posits a ‘multiple drafts’ model of consciousness, in which consciousness arises from the interplay of several physical and cognitive processes in the brain.
Viewing the mind in terms of information processing, Dennett compares consciousness to the user interface of a computer. Dennett’s computer-interface model of consciousness sees all states of awareness and emotions as memory imprints brought about by physical processes, just as one brings alive the icons on the computers from its intricate software circuitry. Overturning Descartes’s idea of an immaterial soul or mind, Dennett views the human mind and consciousness as a brain-computer operating a series of algorithmic permutations.
He contends that the human brain’s billion neurons are warring with each other for influence over our brain’s circuitry, with the ‘winner neurons’ influencing our perceptions and actions. The contents of our consciousness are an edit of the real world, just the ‘winnerneurons’ setting the narrative out of countless innumerable possibilities. This conscious experience is just an offshoot of the ‘winner-neurons’ being imprinted into memory.
He then contends that all humans end up experiencing‘user-illusion’.Just as the visual metaphor of a desktop computer creates the illusion of a simplified version of computing but masks the underlying complexity of the computer, our individual conscious experience, too, is similarly a simplification of the complex reality. While this allows us to act normally in the world, it is ‘the brain’s user-illusion of itself ’. The subject’s view is no longer taken as authoritative or accurate since that view only describes things as they seem to the subject.
This notion of consciousness as an illusion arises from his larger philosophical conviction in the Darwinian theory of evolution by natural selection, which he contended accounts for all dimensions of human existence and behaviour. One does not need a personal God, ‘an intelligent designer’, or an immaterial soul.
In upholding this Darwinian idea that all creatures, including human beings, were created by a series of undesigned and unintentional mutations, Dennett sees this ‘Tree of Life’ as an affirmation of the ‘magnificence of creation’.
A thought for today
Thousands have lived without love, not one without water
WH AUDEN
Sacred space
He in whom it is the Self-Being that has become all existences that are Becomings, for he has the perfect knowledge, how shall he be deluded, whence shall he have grief who sees everywhere oneness.
Isha Upanishad
Tata Steel to invest $2bn to fund rejig of UK ops
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Mumbai: Tata Steel will infuse $2.1 billion (Rs 17,408 crore) in its Singapore arm, to repay debt of its offshore entities and to “support the restructuring costs” of its loss-making UK operations. Further, it will convert debt instruments worth $565 million (Rs 4,661 crore) it holds in the Singapore arm into equity shares. The fund infusion as well as the conversion of debt into equity will be done in this fiscal, said Tata Steel.
The Indian company owns 100% of Singapore arm called T Steel Holdings, which in turn owns the overseas steel assets including the UK plant. T Steel Holdings posted a loss of Rs 4,367 crore in FY23. Tata Steel will also be raising Rs 3,000 crore in the form of non-convertible debentures (NCDs). The company has been raising money through NCDs now and then.
Tata Steel is investing £1.25 billion ($1.6 billion) to build a new electric arc furnace (EAF) at its Port Talbot plant in UK, while deciding to shut down two blast furnaces at facility by Sept. The move will lead to axing of 2,800 jobs at the plant.
“We will proceed with proposal to shut down heavy end assets this year, and set up EAF by 2027. This is a difficult period of change for our people… With respect to EAF, we will place equipment orders by Sept 2024 and have signed the agreement with UK National Grid securing high voltage connection, which will be available on schedule. We have as part of discussions with the unions, offered the best ever package of support for affected employees in Tata Steel UK. We have agreed to final terms of proposed grant package with UK govt to support the £1.25 billion investment,” said Tata Steel’s management.
IL&FS , arms told to recover `150cr from ex-directors
Extr a Managerial R emuner ation, Commission To Be R ecouped
Sidhartha@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: In a rare move, govt has asked the board of IL&FS and two of its arms to recover excess money of Rs 150 crore, including managerial remuneration and commissions, from ex-directors after the entities restated their accounts to show losses of Rs 9,600 crore for financial years 2013 to 2018, instead of a profit of Rs 1,869 crore estimated by the management and board, which had to be superseded following massive irregularities.
Directors of IL&FS Financial Services (I-FIN) and IL&FS Transport Network, where accounts were not found to be in order, are facing similar action, official sources told TOI.
A large part of the amount is to be recovered from four key directors — Ravi Parthasarthy, Arun Saha, Hari Sankaran and Ramesh Bawa — with the sum adding up to over Rs 100 crore. Milind Patel, Rajesh Kotian, and Vibhav Kapoor are some of the other directors, who face si- milar action.
The independent directors, some of whom are big names in the corporate sector, have to refund a part of the commission paid during their tenure when the fraud was perpetuated. The list includes prominent names, such as, Maruti Suzuki chairman R C Bhargava, VBHC founder and director Jerry Rao, former HDFC boss K M Mistry, former LIC chairman S B Mathur, retired civil servant Michael Pinto and Rina Kamath.
After TOI first reported about the revised accounts on May 6, a former independent director had said that board members like them should not be held responsible as they were not responsible for day-to-day functioning of the entities and went along with the accounts that were presented and discussed at the board meetings.
The boards of IL&FS, IFIN and ITNL had recast the financial statements for five financial years as mandated by NCLAT and submitted their findings to the ministry of corporate affairs (MCA). The company has also filed these accounts with NCLT so that they can be taken on record.
When contacted, an IL&FS spokesperson said: “All three companies, IL&FS, IFIN and ITNL, have written letters to their erstwhile directors informing them of the excess managerial remuneration paid to them between FY2013-18. They have been asked to refund the excess managerial remuneration to the company under applicable laws. These amounts have been computed based on the recasted statements for FY2013-18.”
An official source said the action has been initiated under sections 197 and 198 of the Companies Act. Companies Act, 1956, which was replaced by a new law, had stricter provisions related to directors of companies whose boards were superseded as it made them ineligible for board seats in future.
RBI puts curbs on 2 Edelweiss cos
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Mumbai:The RBI has placed restrictions on two companies of the Edelweiss group — ECL Finance and Edelweiss Asset Reconstruction Company (EARCL) — over ‘evergreening’ stressed loans.
Evergreening of loans is the practice where lenders extend additional credit to borrowers who cannot repay their existing loans. ECL Finance offers corporate finance, loans against property and securities, MSME lending among others. EARCL is among the largest companies dealing with the purchase and recovery of bad loans from lenders.
RBI has asked ECL Finance to “cease and desist, with immediate effect, from undertaking any structured transactions in respect of its wholesale exposures, other than repay- ment and/or closure of accounts in its normal course of business”. EARCL has received similar orders preventing it from acquiring any new bad loans or restructuring security receipts. Security receipts are units issued to investors in bad debts, entitling the investor to a share in the recovery.
RBI said that the decision to take action on ECL was based on concerns identified during supervisory examina- tions. This action was prompted by the coordinated conduct of Edelweiss group entities, which engaged in a series of structured transactions to artificially improve the financial health of stressed exposures of ECL. They did this by using EARCL’s platform and connected alternate investment funds to bypass relevant regulations.
Incorrect valuation of security receipts was observed in both ECL and EARCL. Additionally, in ECL, RBI found several issues like providing incorrect details of eligible debts to lenders for calculating borrowing limits, not following rules for loan-to-value ratios when lending against shares, incorrect reporting to the Central Repository for Information on Large Credits and not following KYC guidelines. ECL also took over loans from non-lender entities within its group to eventually sell them to the group’s ARC, using this process to bypass regulations that allow ARCs to acquire financial assets only from banks and financial institutions.
RBI action comes a few days after deputy governor Swaminathan J warned ARCs against circumventing rules and asked them to maintain regulatory integrity.
RBI fines HSBC over FEMA violations
Mumbai: RBI on Wednesday imposed a fine of Rs 36.4 lakh on foreign lender HSBC for Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA) violations. RBI said reporting requirements under the Liberalised Remittance Scheme of FEMA, 1999 were not followed by HSBC. RBI had issued a show cause notice to HSBC, in response to which the bank submitted a written reply and also made oral submissions. “RBI came to the conclusion that the violations were substantiated and warranted imposition of a penalty,” it said.
AGENCIES
Cos can raise funds at competitive cost
The positive outlook
reflects our view that
continued policy stability,
deepening economic
reforms, and high
infrastructure investment
will sustain long-term
growth prospects. That,
along with cautious fiscal
and monetary policy that
diminishes govt's elevated
debt and interest burden
while bolstering economic
resilience, could lead to a
higher rating over the next
24 months — S&P The positive outlook reflects our view that continued policy stability, deepening economic reforms, and high infrastructure investment will sustain long-term growth prospects. That, along with cautious fiscal and monetary policy that diminishes govt's elevated debt and interest burden while bolstering economic resilience, could lead to a higher rating over the next 24 months — S&P
From P 1
Global ratings agency S&P said, “Our positive outlook on India is predicated on its robust economic growth, pronounced improvement in the quality of govt spending, and political commitment to fiscal consolidation. We believe these factors are coalescing to benefit credit metrics.”
Moody’s Investors Service (Baa3) and Fitch (BBB-) have a stable outlook for India and sovereign ratings at investment grade status. S&P had upgrade the outlook to stable from negative in 2010.
Govt, which has made repeated arguments for a rating upgrade, appeared pleased with the change in outlook with FM Nirmala Sitharaman describing it as a welcome development.
“This reflects India’s solid growth performance and a promising economic outlook for the coming years. It has been possible due to the series of macroeconomic reforms undertaken since 2014, along with substantial outlay for capex, fiscal discipline, and decisive & visionary leadership. As envisioned by Hon’ble PM Shri @narendramodi, India is well on track to become the third-largest economy in the third term of govt and become a #ViksitBharat by 2047,” she tweeted.
The revision in the outlook comes as a shot in the arm for the BJP led govt which is widely expected to be re-elected in the ongoing national election —results for which will be announced on June 4. It will also help boost sentiment for an economy which has remained robust against the backdrop of geopolitical tensions and help companies to raise funds at competitive costs overseas.
S&P said the positive outlook reflects its expectation of policy stability, deepening economic reforms, and high infrastructure investment, which will sustain long-term growth prospects. “That, along with cautious fiscal and monetary policy that diminishes govt’s elevated debt and interest burden while bolstering economic resilience, could lead to a higher rating over the next 24 months,” the agency said. It said that it may raise the ratings if India’s fiscal deficits narrow meaningfully such that the net change in general government debt falls below 7% of GDP on a structural basis.
Sensex falls 668 pts on global factors
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Mumbai:Profit taking by nervous investors ahead of the Lok Sabha poll results on June 4 pulled leading indices down for the fourth consecutive session on Wednesday.
Rising crude oil prices and fading chances of a rate cut by the US Federal Reserve also weighed on investor sentiment. As a result, even the improvement in India’s sovereign rating by global ratings agency S&P was discounted by Dalal Street investors, brokers and analysts said. At the close of Wednesday’s trading, the sensex was down 668 points or 0.9% at 74,503, while Nifty closed at 22,705 points, down 183 points. From its alltime peak of 76,010 points on Monday, the sensex has lost 1,500 points.
Exchanges warn investors of fake trading apps, impostors
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
‘HIGH RETURNS’
Mumbai: The bourses on Wednesday warned investors to not fall for social media posts offering high returns through specialised apps that use names of established brokers and other intermediaries. While NSE said in its warning that there have been cases where people impersonated representatives of Choice Broking and R K Global Shares & Securities, BSE didn’t name any broker or market intermediary.
“It has been brought to the notice of (NSE) that persons named “Makhan Prajapati” and “Rakesh Sharma” claiming to be associated with entity named “Choice Broking” operating through mobile number “9977690997” and person named “Kuldeep Valiya” claiming to be associated with entity named “R K Global Shares & Securities” and operating through mobile number “9112569388” are providing securities market tips for trading and assured returns on investment in the stock market. He is also offering to handle investors’ trading ac- counts by asking them to share their login ID/passwords,” NSE said. “Investors are requested to take note that Choice Equity Broking and R K Global Shares & Securities, registered trading members of (NSE), have informed that the above-mentioned person is not associated with them in any manner,” it added.
“Generally, impersonators carry out their activities via social media platforms and messaging apps such as Facebook pages and WhatsApp groups. They make enticing promises of guaranteed high returns,” BSE said. When investors start to believe they are dealing with legitimate registered intermediaries, they download the app and invest through it.
“Reality is that their investments never actually occur on the stock exchanges. Instead, these transactions remain as paper trades within the app. When investors try to withdraw substantial amounts, the app suddenly becomes non-functional.”
BSE, in its letter, said Sebi had been receiving complaints from investors/intermediaries about fraudulent trading activities in name of prominent Sebi-registered financial institutions.
Irdai sets 3-hour limit to settle health claims
New Norms: Get Appr o val For Cashless Claims In 1 Hour |Gr ace P eriod Of 1 Month For R enewal
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Mumbai: Insurance regulator Irdai has brought in several reforms in health covers aimed at improving service standards for policyholders. The new norms will require insurers to approve cashless claims within an hour and provide final authorisation for discharge from a hospital within three hours.
Insurers will also need to provide a one-month grace period for annual renewal of health policies and protect benefits under policies renewed within that period.
Irdai has issued a master circular on health insurance products that comes into effect immediately (with certain exceptions). The new circular, which repeals 55 previous circulars, consolidates entitlements in a health insurance policy.
Under the new norms, insurers have to ensure that hospitals release mortal remains immediately in the event of a death during treatment. Companies cannot repudiate aclaim without the approval of a Claims Review Committee. For settlement of claims, insurers must insurers and TPAs (third party administrators) must collect documents from hospitals and not call for them from the insured. Policyholders with mul- tiple health insurance policies can select the policy under which they claim the admissible amount. The primary insurer will coordinate the settlement of the balance amount from other insurers. The new rules allow insurers to reward policyholders with no claims during the policy period by offering either an increased sum insured or discounted premium amounts.
Policyholders, who want to cancel their policies, can receive a refund of the premium for the unexpired policy period. All individual health insurance policies are renewable and cannot be denied on the basis of previous claims, except in cases of fraud, non-disclosure, or misrepresentation. No fresh underwriting is required unless there is an increase in the sum insured.
Under the new norms, insurers have been asked to move toward 100% cashless claim settlements and have been directed to empanel all categories of hospitals and healthcare providers, considering the affordability for different population segments. Stricter timelines are imposed on portability requests via the Insurance Information Bureau of India (IIB) portal.
Tata Steel’s profit slides 65% to `555cr
Mumbai:Tata Steel reported a65% decline in quarterly profit due to lower price realisations and one-time loss. Profit stood Rs 555 crore in the March quarter, down from Rs 1,566 crore a year ago. It reported a one-time loss of Rs 594 crore due to restructuring and impairment provisions rela- ted to surrendering a chromite mining block in India.
Profit was hurt by lower realisations across geographies.
TNN
Barred? Labour hit with row over poll prospects of first black woman MP
London: Britain’s first black woman lawmaker, Diane Abbott, said Wednesday she was dismayed the opposition Labour Party looked set to bar her as an election candidate over comments she made over a year ago about Jews and racism. Abbott, 70, is UK’s longest serving black member of parliament. First elected in 1987, she is a leading figure on Labour’s left wing and has campaigned on such issues as racism, poverty and international affairs.
Abbott was suspended by Labour last year after saying Jews did not face racism all their lives. She said she had been reinstated but the Times newspaper said she would be barred from running in her northeast London district in Britain’s election on July 4.
Labour leader Keir Starmer said no final decision had been taken on whether she could be an election candidate. Starmer has sought to purge Labour of some left-wing members and to tackle any allegations of antisemitism after Britain's equalities watchdog accused Labour of discrimination against Jews under his predecessor, Jeremy Corbyn.
Labour, which leads in opinion polls, has moved to the centre under Starmer, alienating some left-leaning voters. Barring Abbott could also anger some black voters, who traditionally vote for Labour.
Abbott got racist and sexist abuse online after her letter to a newspaper about Jewish and racism. She apologised “unreservedly” at the time.
REUTERS
Amid tank raids in Rafah, Israel predicts war to last entire 2024
US: Israeli Op Not Major Invasion To Trigger Policy Change
Israeli tanks take position on southern border with Gaza on Wednesday
Israel sent tanks on raids into Rafah on Wednesday and predicted its war on Hamas in Gaza would continue all year, after Washington said the Rafah assault did not amount to a major ground operation that would trigger a change in US policy. Israeli tanks moved into the heart of Rafah for the first time on Tuesday, despite an order from the International Court of Justice to end its attacks on the city, where many Palestinians had taken refuge from bombardment elsewhere.
Rafah residents said Israeli tanks had pushed into Tel AlSultan in the west and Yibna and near Shaboura in the centre before retreating towards a buffer zone on the border with Egypt, rather than staying put as they have in other offensives. Palestinian officials said 19 civilians had been killed in Israeli air strikes and shelling across Gaza. Israel accuses Hamas of hiding among civilians, which the militants deny.
The Israeli military controls three quarters of the buffer zone on the Egyptian border and aims to control all of it to prevent Hamas smuggling in weapons, Israeli national security advisor Tzachi Hanegbi said. Fighting in Gaza would continue throughout 2024 at least, he added, signalling that Israel was not ready to end the war as demanded by Hamas, as part of a deal that would see the exchange of hostages it holds for Palestinian prisoners. “The fighting in Rafah is not a pointless war,” he said, reiterating that the aim was to end Ha- mas administration in Gaza.
The US, Israel's closest ally, reiterated its opposition to a major ground offensive in Rafah while saying it did not believe such an operation was under way. John Kirby, a White House spokesperson, said “We have not seen them go in with large units and large numbers of troops in columns and formations in some sort of coordinated manoeuvre against multiple targets on the ground.”
The armed wing of Hamas said it confronted invading for- ces in Rafah with anti-tank rockets and mortar bombs and blew up explosive devices they had planted, resulting in numerous successful hits. The Israeli military said three Israeli soldiers were killed and three others badly wounded.
REUTERS
Haley writes ‘finish them’ on Israeli shell
Former US prez hopeful Nikki Haley has been photographed writing “finish them” on an Israeli shell as she toured sites near the northern border with Lebanon. The photo was posted on X on Tuesday by Danny Danon, a member of the Israeli parliament and former ambassador to the UN, who was accompanying her. Haley, who was a hawkish UN envoy under Trump, has been touring Israel for the past two days and visiting sites that came under attack on Oct 7.
AFP
Israel seizes corridor along Egypt border
Israel said Wednesday it had seized control of a strategic corridor that runs along the length of Gaza’s border with Egypt, an objective Israel had said was necessary in its bid to destroy Hamas. The capture of Philadelphi Corridor gives Israel control over a strip of land it says is awash in smuggling tunnels. The capture of the corridor could complicate Israel’s ties with Egypt, which says increase in troops in the area would violate the nations’ 1979 peace accord.
AP
‘US-made bombs used in Israeli strike on camp that killed 45’
The bombs used in the Israeli strike that killed at least 45 Palestinians in a camp for displaced people near Rafah on Sunday were made in the US, according to weapons experts and visual evidence reviewed by NYT. Munition debris filmed at the strike location was remnants from GBU-39, a bomb designed and manufactured in the US, NYT found.
US officials have been pushing Israel to use more of this type of bomb, which they say can reduce civilian casualties.
The key detail in the weapon debris was the tail actuation system, which controls the fins that guide the GBU-39 to a target, as per Trevor Ball, a former US Army explosive ordnance disposal technician. The weapon’s unique bolt pattern was clearly visible, he said.
The munition fragments, filmed by a Palestinian journalist, are also marked by a series of numbers beginning with “81873”. This is unique identifier code assigned by US govt to Woodward, a Colorado aerospace manufacturer that supplies parts for bombs. NYT
POK poet missing after criticising Pak military in police custody
Omer Farooq Khan TNN
Islamabad: A poet-journalist from Pakistan-occupied Kashmir reported missing within days of publicly criticising the powerful military was revealed to be in police custody on Wednesday after Islamabad HC summoned law minister Azam Nazeer Tarar along with the sector commanders of ISI and military intelligence, and the defence and interior ministry secretaries to a hearing.
Ahmed Farhad Shah’s wife Syeda Urooj Zainab said in a petition to the court that her husband had been “under pressure from govt agencies” for months due to his perceived support for incarcerated former PM Imran Khan’s PTI. She alleged that the 38-year-old, whose roots are in POK’s Bagh district, was abducted by ISI from their home in Rawalpindi on May 15 for his anti-establishment stand.
At Wednesday’s hearing, Justice Mohsin Akhtar Kayani was informed that Shah, who works as a freelance journalist, was in the custody of Dhirkot police in POK.
Officials of intelligence agencies skipped the hearing, leaving it to attorney general Mansoor Usman Awan to bri- ef the court on his whereabouts. Islamabad’s police chief said his department couldn’t intervene as POK was outside its jurisdiction. Justice Kayani said he would dispose of the case if the missing poet’s family was satisfied with the available information. “I will send the file for the formation of a larger bench to look into how he went missing.”
The petitioner’s lawyer, Imaan Mazari, said it was no coincidence that Shah had been writing against the military’s response to anti-inflation protests in POK on social media before he mysteriously disappeared. “Yet another citizen went missing, for which an FIR was registered four days later.”
‘4 Pak nationals die in Balochistan by Iran firing’
At least four Pakistani citizens were killed and two others injured when Iranian forces opened unprovoked firing on a vehicle in a border town of Pakistan’s restive Balochistan province, according to authorities. The incident took place late on Tuesday in Tehsil Mashkil Bacha Rai, a source said. The source from the provincial paramilitary forces said authorities were in touch with their Iranian counterparts over the incident, for which no explanation was available as yet.
PTI
In 4 sec, S’pore Airlines fell 178ft due to G-force change
File photo of Singapore Airlines flight SQ321 after an emergency landing at Bangkok airport
Kuala Lumpur: Rapid changes in the gravitational force led to a 178-feet (54-meter) altitude drop of a Singapore Airlines flight that left one passenger dead and many others who were not buckled up injured in extreme turbulence last week, a preliminary investigation by Singapore’s transport ministry said Wednesday.
A 73-year-old British man died of a suspected heart attack and dozens were injured after the Boeing 777, which was flying from London’s Heathrow airport to Singapore on May 21, ran into turbulence that hurled people and items around the cabin. The plane, with 211 passengers and 18 crew members, made an emergency landing in Bangkok.
Singapore’s transport ministry said investigators, including those from the US and Boeing, had compiled a chronology of events based on the preliminary analysis of the flight’s data and cockpit voice recorders. Early findings sho- wed the aircraft was passing over the south of Myanmar at 37,000 feetfeet when it began to experience vibration due to changes in the gravitational force, it said. The plane then climbed to an altitude of up to 37,362 feet and increased speed possibly due to an updraft, it said. The plane’s autopilot then sought to pitch the jet downwards to its earlier altitude. “The rapid changes in G over the 4.6 second duration resulted in an altitude drop of 178 feet ... this sequence of events likely caused the injuries to the crew and passengers.”
AP
Nawaz Sharif signals peace as India awaits new govt
Nawaz enjoys a strong rapport with PM Modi and it was under him, in 2015, that the two nations last had asubstantive bilateral engagement
Sachin.Parashar@timesgroup.com
While former Pakistan PM Nawaz Sharif has in the past too accused his own country (read Pervez Musharraf) of violating the peace agreement he reached with India in 1999, his reiteration of the same on Tuesday is significant because of the timing. The elder Sharif, who is now the most powerful civilian politician in the country, spoke about Pakistan having sabotaged the agreement through its Kargil adventurism while taking back the reins of his ruling party after six years, and days before the outcome of the Indian elections.
“Once Pakistan conducted five nuclear tests in reply to India’s, (then Indian PM) Atal Bihari Vajpayee sahib came here and made a [peace] agreement with us ... but we violated it and it was our fault,” said Nawaz, after being re-elected PML-N prez, according to Dawn newspaper. Nawaz, whose brother Shehbaz Sharif is Pakistan PM, has long maintained that he learnt about Musharraf’s Kargil “misadventure” only from a phone call by his then counterpart Vajpayee and that the Pakistani military operation scuttled the peace process he had initiated with Vajpayee in the form of the Lahore Declaration early that year.
The latest remarks by Nawaz are seen as significant also because they come in the middle of Indian elections, and just before the results are declared on June 4. “It must be read as a significant signal from Pakistan’s currently most important civilian leader for India’s incoming govt,” says former Indian high commissioner to Pakistan Ajay Bisaria. Nawaz enjoys a strong rapport with PM Modi and it was under him, in 2015, that the two countries last had a substantive bilateral engagement, although the comprehensive dialogue they launched to address all issues, including J&K and terrorism, was quickly undone by the Pathankot terrorist attack.
The Sharif brothers may hope to break the deadlock in ties if the Modi govt returns next week but, for India in that case, the onus will remain squarely on Islamabad to make the first move as it was Pakistan that recalled its high commissioner and called off trade ties, after India revoked the special status of J&K in 2019.
There was a hint of some forward movement by Pakistan in March when foreign minister Ishaq Dar said Islamabad would consider restoring trade ties with India. That Pakistan remains conflicted about ties with India was evident again when his own ministry quickly clarified there was no change in its position. Pakistan officially maintains that talks are possible only if India reverses its actions in Kashmir.
No Indian govt of course will accede to any such demand by Pakistan, except for working towards an early return to statehood as asked for by the Indian Supreme Court in a verdict last year that upheld the nullification of the special status of the erstwhile state.
Pakistan maintains statehood and polls cannot be a substitute to the Kashmiris’ right to self-determination. Whether it can show any flexibility on the issue, without recourse to cross-border terrorism, may determine the road ahead if the Modi govt indeed returns.
Putin names former bodyguard to senior role, fuels successor rumours
Alexei Dyumin
Russian Prez Putin appointed Alexei Dyumin, his former bodyguard, as secretary of the advisory State Council Wednesday, a step that fuelled speculation about Dyumin’s presidential potential.
Putin was re-elected for another six-year term in March and made Dyumin, 51, an aide overseeing the defence industry in May, bringing him to Moscow and closer to the centre of power. A decree signed by Putin appointing Dyumin to the State Council was published on the Kremlin’s website on Wednesday. It gave no further details. “Russia’s elite is abuzz with the appointment of Dyumin as secretary of the State Council,” Sergei Markov, a former Kremlin adviser and Putin supporter, said on Telegram. “This is seen as confirmation that Dyumin is the future president of Russia, Putin’s choice,” Markov said, adding that this had long been rumoured.
There is no public debate or reliable information about who might succeed Putin, but his appointments are scrutinised for signs of whether he is lining up a potential candidate to one day take over from him.
Asked about Dyumin’s appointment, the Kremlin said it was part of a rotation and said he would look at how the State Council would function. Putin chairs the council and there has been speculation that it co- uld take on more importance.
Dyumin is not a household name among Russians, but is well known in political circles, the military and the intelligence services. Dyumin told the Kommersant newspaper in 2016 he once used his pistol to scare off a bear from one of the president’s mountain residences while the Russian leader was resting. Dyumin entered Russia’s Federal Guards Service, which ensures the security of the Kremlin elite, in 1995 and guarded Putin during his first and second terms. Dyumin, who has played ice hockey with Putin, was deputy head of the GRU military intelligence service when Russia annexed Crimea in 2014. He later served as a deputy defence minister and then as Tula governor.
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AROUND THE WORLD
BULLFIGHT BAN IN COLOMBIA: Colombia’s Congress voted on Tuesday to ban bullfights in the South American nation, delivering a serious blow to a centuries-old tradition that has inspired famous songs and novels but has become increasingly controversial in the countries where it is still practised. The bill calls for the banning of bullfights in a three-year span, making the tradition illegal by 2028. Bullfighting originated in the Iberian Peninsula and is still legal in a handful of countries, including Spain, France, Portugal, Peru & Mexico
Japan builds world’s 1st wooden satellite, set for Sept takeoff
The world’s first wooden satellite has been built by Japanese researchers who said their tiny cuboid craft will be blasted off on a SpaceX rocket in Sept. Each side of the experimental satellite developed by scientists at Kyoto University and logging company Sumitomo Forestry measures just 10cm. The creators expect the wooden material will burn up completely when the device re-enters the atmosphere — potentially providing a way to avoid the generation of metal particles when a retired satellite returns to Earth. These metal particles could have a negative impact on the environment and telecommunications, the developers said Tuesday. Once in space, data will be sent from the satellite —made from magnolia wood and named LignoSat — to researchers “who can check for signs of strain and whether the satellite can withstand huge changes in temperature”.
Panda diplomacy is back: China sending 2 bears to US
China will send two young giant pandas to Washington, the National Zoo said Wednesday, months after the zoo returned three of the bears amid heightened tensions between the two global superpowers. The announcement follows increased engagement between Washington and Beijing that has put ties on a steadier footing since relations hit historic lows last year. Beijing presented two giant pandas as gifts to the US in 1972 after Prez Nixon’s historic Cold War visit to the country. Other pandas have since been loaned to the US.
Woman dumps daughter on highway for bad Latin grade
An Italian woman who dumped her 16-year-old daughter on a major Rome highway for a poor grade in Latin has been cited for alleged child abuse, local media reported Tuesday. Police on patrol found the girl walking on the side of the busy ring road. The girl had received grades of nine out of 10 in other classes, but had barely passed in Latin, receiving a five.
A four-letter word is Sweden’s sweet secret to happiness
‘FIKA’ STAPLES: COFFEE & ROLLS
Neelam.Raaj@timesgroup.com
What’s common between Kolkata and Stockholm? Absolutely nothing you’d think, and you’d be wrong. For one, an unusually chilly spring in the Swedish capital made me yearn for a monkey cap. The much-ridiculed Bengali headgear may not win any fashionista points, but it keeps the ‘shordi-kashi’ at bay. Merits of the ‘tupi’ aside, Swedes have a tradition called ‘fika’ that is very reminiscent of Bengali adda culture.
While Manna Dey’s song ‘Coffee House-er shei addata aaj aar nei’ reminds one that the glory days of adda at Kolkata’s famed Indian Coffee House are no more, fika is thriving. Fika — a flip of the two syllables in ‘kafi’ —is a ritual that lubricates the wheels of Swedish society with coffee, conversation and cake.
While the world has sad desk lunches and swills coffee on the go, Swedes fika. It’s an essential part of the workday in offices, says Bjorn Nielsen, a management consultant in Stockholm. “Earlier, it was twice a day but now it’s usually once. The Friday fika is extra special with employees bringing baked goodies from home.” But don’t bosses throw a fit at all work coming to a halt for 20-30 minutes every day? “Some of them did initially, but several studies have shown that these communal breaks boost productivity and prevent burnout. Also, Swedish companies follow a flat and not very hierarchical management style, so fikas are a way for employees to chat more infor- mally with seniors as well as people from their own department. Many a problem has been solved over fika,” says Nielsen.
Swedish companies often spell out fika breaks in job contracts, and most offices are designed with a seating space and coffee machine where employees can gather away from their desks. Besides this emphasis on socializing, Swedes also have 25 days of paid leave in a year and no culture of overtime.
Not surprising that they ranked No 4 in the 2024 Happiness Index. And with all that fika-ing, they are also among the world’s biggest coffee drinkers.
While fika involves caffeine, it also has a very sweet component. Café Vete Katten, one of Stockholm’s oldest patisseries is a popular fika stop. Inside the high-ceilinged café, it’s difficult to resist the enticing aromas of traditional favourites such as cinnamon and cardamom buns, raspberry caves, and even a slice of the classic princess cake topped with green marzipan. “Traditionally, if you ask my grandmother, she’d say you need seven different types of pastries (Sju Sorters Kakor) for a fika at home. Less than that, and you’d be seen as stingy, but now it’s pretty much whatever you want,” says Jonas Alvin, marketing manager at Visit Sweden.
One doesn’t need a formal workplace to fika. “It can happen even in a construction site if that’s where you work. The conversation doesn’t have to be about work, it’s about getting to know your co-workers,” says Alvin. Not just colleagues, everybody fikas – friends, students, and even children over milk. Montadar, a 24-year-old who works at the Fotografiska Museum, says young people prefer to get fika on a date rather than go to a bar. “It’s more cosy on a first date,” he says.
In spring, people meet up in Stockholm’s many gorgeous green spaces, and one fika favourite for tourists is under the cherry blossoms of Kungsträdgården, a centrally located park. After a few fikas, it’s easy to see that it’s not coffee or even the great pastries that makes it special. It’s about taking time off to savour the moment, without constantly looking at your smartphone.
N Korea sends balloons carrying trash to South
Balloons with trash land in South Korea’s Chungcheong province
Seoul: North Korea sent hundreds of balloons carrying trash and excrement across the heavily fortified border to South Korea on Wednesday, calling them “gifts of sincerity”, prompting an angry response from Seoul, which said the act was base and dangerous.
Photographs released by the South Korean military showed inflated balloons with plastic bags tied to them. Other images appeared to show trash strewn around collapsed balloons, with the word “excrement” written on a bag in one photograph. By Wednesday afternoon, more than 260 balloons had been detected, and most of them carrying animal faeces and rubbish, the South Korean military said.
North Korea said the balloons were in retaliation for an ongoing propaganda campaign by North Korean defectors and activists in South Korea, who regularly send inflatables containing anti-Pyongyang leaflets, alongside food, medi- cine, money and USB sticks loaded with K-pop music videos and dramas across the border.
Kim Yo Jong, North Korean leader Kim Jong-un’s sister, issued a statement in state media KCNA, saying, the balloons were “gifts of sincerity” for S Koreans who “cry for freedom of expression”, and pledging to send more.
REUTERS
‘If Trump wins, Musk could become a policy adviser’
Washington: Donald Trump is considering tapping billionaire Elon Musk as a policy adviser if the Republican presidential candidate reclaims the White House in Nov’s election, Wall Street Journal reported on Wednesday, citing people familiar with the talks.
The two have discussed ways for Musk, who runs the social media platform X as well as SpaceX and Tesla, to have “formal input and influence” over economic and border security policies, according to the Journal.
The WSJ also said Musk informed Trump about his ongoing influence campaign aimed at convincing powerful US business leaders not to support Democratic Prez Joe Biden, who beat Trump in the 2020 election and is seeking a second term. Those talks, which included billionaire investor Nelson Peltz, also included discussions about funding a “data-driven project to prevent voter fraud”, the outlet said, adding no further details were known.
Representatives for Trump and Musk did not respond to requests for comment.Trump campaign spokesman Brian Hughes told WSJ that only Trump will decide “what role an individual plays in his presidency”.
In March, following a meeting with Trump in Florida, Musk — one of world’s wealthiest individuals — said he would not donate money to Trump or Biden. Instead, he aims “to use his clout ... to help defeat Biden by galvanizing the support of influential allies”, said the WSJ, citing a source. Musk in recent years has more fully embraced the Republican Party. Musk has said, without evidence, that Biden is intentionally allowing migrants to cross the US-Mexico border. While he has publicly criticised Biden policies on EVs and tariffs too, Musk has not made any formal endorsement in Nov contest.
REUTERS
T20’S BRAVE NEW WORLD
With The World Cup Moving To The US, Cricket’s Crowd-Friendly Format Is Ready To Take A Giant Leap Into The Sport’s Final Frontier
Dwaipayan.Datta@timesgroup.com
It was 2009 and T20 cricket was trying to find its feet. There was still an element of doubt attached to the format but the stakes were slowly becoming higher, with India having already won the World T20 in 2007 and the first edition of the IPL having become a huge success.
The second season of the IPL had to be organized in South Africa because the general elections in India were on, but what was astonishing was the sheer number of spectators at every ground. Be it Newlands, St George’s Park, Wanderers or Kingsmead — virtually every game of an Indian domestic competition was a sell-out. The crowds were not just Indians and Pakistanis living in South Africa.
It was during that IPL that Aussie great Matthew Hayden made a prediction while chatting with TOI. “This is just the start. See how this format grows. In 10 years’ time, I see T20 cricket as part of the Olympics and the crowds in the United States lapping it up. If cricket has to go global, it has to have a market in the US and T20 is the only answer for that,” Hayden had said.
It has taken a little more than a decade for Hayden’s words to come true. Now, T20 is truly on the doorstep of a global boom. With the Indian cricket board (BCCI) backing off from its “no to Olympics” stand, world body ICC was able to push the sport into the Los Angeles roster for 2028.
Before that, the format faces its first test when 16 matches of the first phase of the T20 World Cup, including the marquee India-Pakistan clash, gets under way in the US. “The demand for tickets for the India-Pakistan game (being played in the Nassau County ground, 35 kms east of Manhattan) is phenomenal. It will be a blockbuster game and cricket in the US truly needs a match like this,” US Cricket chairman Venu Pisike told TOI.
Pisike made an interesting point when he said that for US audiences — beyond the subcontinental diaspora — to love cricket, it has to be “high intensity”. It is precisely this search for ‘high intensity’ that has seen the format going through incredible evolution over the years. The first T20 final on a Wanderers batting beauty was won with 157 runs on the board. One can rest assured that at the same ground on a similar pitch in 2024, 157 would be chased down in 15 overs.
The pitches have got more and more batting friendly, power-hitting has become the most important ingredient of cricket, and two new rows in the statistics columns have become most telling — strike rate for batters and economy-rate for bowlers.
No one cares about averages anymore. A six-ball 20 carries more weight than a 40-ball 50 in today’s T20. Such is the paradigm shift that Sunil Gavaskar, the high-priest of orthodox cricket, doesn’t mind having a go at Virat Kohli for maintaining a strike-rate of 150, promptly inviting troll armies questioning the batting credentials of the original ‘Little Master’.
Run feast probably reached its peak in this year’s IPL with eight 250-plus scores being registered and 261 being chased down by back-benchers Punjab Kings against champions Kolkata Knight Riders at Eden Gardens. Before this IPL, the 250-barrier had been broken twice, and the obvious question that surfaced was whether we would see this batting monstrosity carry on in the World Cup as well.
The curator for the Nassau County ground has promised a batting beauty and with India taking on Ireland, Pakistan and USA at this venue, we may just see sixhitting mayhem extending through the first couple of weeks of the T20 World Cup.
But there’s an interesting catch to this narrative. For India, the business end of this World Cup — Super 8s, semis and final — shifts to the West Indies where the pitches, over the last few years, haven’t exactly been conducive for slambang action. Also, gone are the days of Sabina Park green-tops and a West Indian pace quartet breathing fire.
Jamaica in fact, doesn’t figure in the list of six West Indian venues. This is the age of Sunil Narine (though he doesn’t play for West Indies anymore), and pitches are expected to be slow, with spinners coming into play. All of India’s matches are day-games as well, which will mean that there will be no dew, leaving the spinners Ravindra Jadeja, Yuzvendra Chahal and Kuldeep Yadav at their most potent.
Bowlers, though, don’t mind this dam to the run-deluge, especially after getting hammered for the last two months. Australian paceman Mitchell Starc, who won KKR the IPL with two matchwinning spells in Qualifier 1 and final, said: “The impact player rule won’t be there, which would mean that a batting allrounder won’t walk in at No. 8 or 9 and you may not get to see 270-80 scores too often. And the pitches may have a say in the Windies, with bowlers having a bigger role and spinners being more threatening.”
But then, modern T20 has made the batters more brave, conditions do not always stop them from going about their gig. Starc definitely can’t vouch for his countrymates Travis Head or Glenn Maxwell to slow down just because the ball is stopping a bit.
And for us, it’s about finding the best spot on the couch every evening for one more month.
GLOBALISATION IN THE TIMES OF CRICKET: Members of the Indian team (above) during a training stint in New York ahead of their practice game against Bangladesh over the weekend. The popularity of the Men in Blue and the draw of T20s has spread to all parts of the world, evident from the growing interest in outposts like Uganda where young fans in Kampala (below), watch their national team — the Cricket Cranes — train ahead of their first-ever World Cup appearance. Cricket was first introduced to East Africa in the late 19th century by British colonial settlers and became popular among the large number of Indian labourers brought in to work on East African railways.
India start training, Kohli yet to join squad
New York: After two months of intense competitive cricket under night lights during the IPL, the Indian cricket team — sans Virat Kohli — began its preparations for the T20 World Cup with a morning training session here, keeping in mind the 10.30 am starts for all preliminary games.
Kohli took a break for personal work after RCB’s IPL ouster. It is not clear if he will be able to take part in the only warm-up game against Bangladesh on Saturday.
Having played 90% of the matches under lights in the scorching Indian summer, the idea would be to adjust to pleasant mornings where temperatures will hover between 25 to 27 degrees with very low humidity.
A white kookaburra in slightly windy mornings could be a challenge and to be prepared for that, the severely jet-lagged bodies need to get used to morning conditions.
And this is why the support staff, before initiating the nets sessions on the practice pitches at a ground on the outskirts of the city, have decided to help the players acclimatise with the conditions.
With 14 players checking in, there was light jogging, routine shuttle runs, and a bit of foot volley to get into the groove.
“They have been away two and half months from us and we’re just getting to know where they stand and what needs to be done before the World Cup. The (first) goal is to spend 45 minutes in the heat to get going,” strength and Conditioning coach Soham Desai told bcci.tv.
“We came in the day before yesterday and we just eased into our routines here, the players are just getting used to the time zone. Today we are having our first ground session,” he added.
As far as the players are concerned, there is an element of curiosity about playing cricket in New York. The Indian teams, over the years, have played primarily in Florida at the Fort Lauderhill ground during their tours of the West Indies. “First time we are going to play cricket in New York, it’s going be fun,” Ravindra Jadeja said. “We have not yet played cricket, came here for a team activity today. Hopefully, it will be good. The weather is really good, so we are looking forward to it.”
Hardik Pandya seemed excited with the “bright sunshine” and “good vibes” while Suryakumar Yadav said, “I heard cricket is growing here in the US. So we are really excited and the first day here was amazing.” PTI
COACHES FILL IN FOR NINE-MAN AUSTRALIA, NAMIBIA STILL LOSE!
BAILING OUT MATES: Ex-Australia skipper and chief selector George Bailey stepped in when Warner’s side fell short of regular players
Sydney: A short-handed Australia called on a national selector and backroom staff to make up the numbers in a warm-up match, and still easily beat Namibia! Veteran opening batsman David Warner led the way in Trinidad on Tuesday.
Despite having four support staff deployed as substitute fielders at one stage, Australia restricted the team ranked 14th in the world to 119-9 at Queen’s Park Oval in Port-of-Spain. Warner then punished the Namibians with an unbeaten 54 off 21 balls to guide Australia, who will be one of the favourites when the World Cup begins on Saturday, to a seven-wicket win.
Mitchell Marsh’s side only had nine of their World Cup squad because Pat Cummins, Travis Head, Marcus Stoinis, Mitchell Starc, Glenn Maxwell and Cameron Green are all enjoying time at home following the IPL. In their absence, chief selector George Bailey, a 41-year-old former Australia captain, and 46-year-old fielding coach Andre Borovec took to the field after Marsh won the toss and decided to bowl. They were joined by batting coach Brad Hodge and head coach Andrew McDonald when Marsh and pace bowler Josh Hazlewood spent time off the field. PTI
TIMES IN PARIS
PARIS MATCH
Tennis-Player Couples Make A Statement On & Off The Court
To have a person by your side, who you love and with whom you can talk tennis, is a breath of fresh air.” —Stefanos Tsitsipas
Prajwal.Hegde@timesgroup.com
Paris: There may be more tennis-player couples in the Roland Garros singles draws than there are types of croissants in a Parisian bakery.
Almond to Dulce de Leche. Buttery, flaky and soft.
Stefanos Tsitsipas, the long-haired, ninth seed from Greece, and his romantic partner Paula Badosa of Spain, are celebrating their one-year mark as a couple by playing the mixed-doubles event here in the city of love.
Tsitsipas and Badosa made strong statements in the singles too. Tsitsipas, 25, advanced into the third round with a 6-3, 6-2, 6-7 (2), 6-4 win over Daniel Altmaier on a rain-marred Wednesday.
Badosa, who has ranked a career-high No.2 in the world two years ago, perhaps provided the inspiration, having come through a late-evening thriller on Tuesday, against the 26th seed Katie Boulter.
Boulter, the Briton, was cheered on by her boyfriend Alex de Minaur, the world No.11, who was at courtside close to mid-night after having completed his own first-round match earlier in the day.
Tsitsipas, who was playing first on Wednesday, wasn’t onsite for Badosa’s match. He called it understanding.
“We both share the same passion, we do the same thing in life,” Tsitsipas said. “I feel like it’s a benefit.”
Tsitsipas and Badosa, who split briefly earlier in the month, reunited again in Paris. “To have a person by your side, who you love and with whom you can talk tennis, is a breath of fresh air,” he said.
“We talk a lot about tennis. Our primary goal is to help each other and figure things out,” he said. “I feel like we’re equally knowledgeable about our craft and have an understanding of how certain situations should be dealt with.’
“We talk about equipment. We talk about things that we can improve,” he said. “Paula keeps saying that she wishes she had my forehand. I tell her, I’m sorry, but that’s not possible, so you have to find ways around it. Sometimes, I also think, oh, gosh, I wish I had her return. She destroys the ball on the returns, and it seems so effortless from her side.”
“We also have times when we disconnect from tennis and focus on our other hobbies,” the Greek said. “It’s a great relationship, we understand each other’s lives, we also know the struggles.”
The talking point of the ATP-WTA Couples episode this fortnight, is the 22-yearold Sinner and Russian Anna Kalinskaya.
The world No.2 confirmed he was dating ‘Anna’ following his first-round win.
The Muscovite was at courtside when Sinner played his first-round match on Monday and later in the day, Sinner cheered Kalinskaya.
The Russian world No.25 has enjoyed a breakthrough season in 2024, having started the year at No.80.
She made the quarterfinals of the Australian Open and the final at the Dubai Duty Free tennis. Her father Nikolay was the national badminton coach. The 25-yearold’s brother Nikolay Kalinsky is a Russian premier league footballer. Joining ‘TsitsiDosa’ in the mixed-doubles draw is the Czech couple of Tomas Machac and Katerina Siniakova.
PAULA BADOSA
GOFFIN SLAMS FRENCH FANS, CLAIMS ONE SPAT GUM AT HIM
DAVID GOFFIN
Prajwal.Hegde@timesgroup.com
Paris: David Goffin ticked off Roland Garros fans, one of who the Belgian claimed had spat chewing gum in his direction, during his first-round win over wildcard entrant Giovanni Mpetshi Perricard late on Tuesday. The Belgian, 33, who was once ranked in the top-10, covered his ears as he left Court No.14 after 3-hours and 31 minutes of action.
“When you are insulted for 3-1/2 hours, you have to tease the public a little,” Goffin told Belgian media. “Clearly, it goes too far, it’s total disrespect.”
“It’s too much. It’s becoming football, soon there will be smoke bombs, hooligans and fights in the stands. Some people are there more to cause trouble than to create an atmosphere,” he said. “Someone spat out their chewing gum at me. The match was getting complicated. That’s why I wanted to stay calm. If I started to get angry about it, it could have destabilised me.”
Goffin, who enjoys a career high ranking of No.7, came through in five sets. He urged the French federation to take action. “I think it only happens in France,” he said.
Swiatek survives Osaka scare, in Rd 3
IGA SWIATEK
Paris: Top seed Iga Swiatek clawed back from the 1-4 down in the deciding set against Naomi Osaka to win 7-6, 1-7, 7-5 at the Roland Garros on Wednesday.
Earlier , Carlos Alcaraz needed four sets to reach the third round of the French Open on Wednesday as persistent rain caused widespread disruption to the tournament.
Alcaraz weathered a thirdset blip against world No. 176 Jesper de Jong before the Spaniard came through 6-3, 6-4, 2-6, 6-2 under the roof on Court Philippe Chatrier.
Wimbledon champion Alcaraz arrived in Paris with doubts over his fitness after a right forearm injury sidelined him for almost a month.
After dropping just four games in his Roland Garros opener, third seed Alcaraz looked to be cruising against De Jong, a Dutchman taking part in only his second Grand Slam main draw, but he was ultimately made to work harder than expected.
The 21-year-old Alcaraz was broken five times and hit 47 unforced errors before De Jong, playing his fifth match at the tournament, eventually wilted. “Every player can cause you trouble,” said Alcaraz. Alcaraz goes on to face either American 27th seed Sebastian Korda or South Korea’s Kwon Soon-woo for a place in the last 16.
Sofia Kenin, runner-up in 2020, became the first woman through to round three after dispatching French number one Caroline Garcia 6-3, 6-3.
The action on Court Simonne Mathieu and the other outside courts had been interrupted for five hours since just before midday local time before the decision came to call off 23 singles matches.
Eighth seed Ons Jabeur overcame Colombia’s Camila Osorio in three sets in the other completed second-round tie.
AFP
One for the family: Ruud restores father’s pride after almost 30 years
Beats Brazilian Meligeni Alves, Whose Uncle Deprived Norwegian’s Dad Of A Tour Title
CHRISTIAN RUUD
Paris: Casper Ruud restored a little family pride at the French Open on Tuesday when he defeated Brazil’s Felipe Meligeni Alves whose uncle once denied the Norwegian’s father an ATP tour title.
Ruud, runner-up at Roland Garros for the last two years, swept aside his opponent 6-3, 6-4, 6-3.
Up in the stands on Court Philippe Chatrier was his father and coach Christian, a former top 40 player who only reached one final in his career.
That was in Bastad in 1995 when he lost to Fernando Meligeni.
“We talked about it at breakfast, actually,” said Norwegian seventh seed Ruud.
“My father lost the Bastad final one time in his career, so he was never able to win an ATP tournament, and the guy he lost to in the final was Felipe’s uncle.
“I think both me and my dad wanted to get some revenge on the Meligeni family. It was worth the wait, I guess. It was many years we had to wait, but we got it today.”
Meligeni ended his career with a 2-0 record over Christian Ruud, also defeating the Norwegian in the US Open 2nd round in 1997. AFP
Indian MotoGP replaced by Kazakhstan
Paris: The Indian MotoGP scheduled for September has been cancelled and will be replaced by Kazakhstan, event organisers Dorna said on Wednesday. The race in India has been scrapped due to “operational considerations” but will return in 2025 season.
Kazakhstan’s planned MotoGP next month was postponed because of devastating floods but will now take place on September 20 to 22. “The sport will return to Buddh International Circuit in March 2025, when weather conditions are expected to be optimal for spectators and riders alike,” Dorna said.
The Kazakhstan race had been due to take place at Almaty’s Sokol International Racetrack from June 14-16 but unprecedented bad weather and flooding across Central Asia sparked a national emergency.
AGENCIES
IBA offers $50,000 to Paris Olympics gold medalists
Brussels: The boxing governing body declared rogue by the International Olympic Committee said Wednesday it will pay $50,000 in prize money to each gold medalist at the Paris Games. The cash promise is doubly confrontational for the IOC, which has severed ties with the International Boxing Association and does not approve of governing bodies paying prize money to Olympic medalists.
The IBA said it has a $3.1 million prize money fund for each male and female boxer who reaches the quarterfinals in 13 total weight classes, plus their coaches and national teams. The coach and national team of each Olympic boxing champion will both get $25,000, and the scale of payments goes down to $10,000 in total for each quarterfinalist. The source of the money is unclear but the IBA led by its Russian president Umar Kremlev has been supported by Gazprom.
AGENCIES
GALLERY
HC stays AAC appointment in EFI, gives control back to EC
New Delhi: The Divisional bench of the Delhi High Court on Wednesday stayed the appointment of Ad-hoc Administrative Committee (AAC) to run the day-to-day affairs of the Equestrian Federation of India (EFI) and gave back the control of the sports body to the Executive Committee elected in 2019. Delhi HC, while hearing a plea by Rajasthan Equestrian Association (REA), had ordered on May 24 the appointment of an ad-hoc panel headed by Justice (Retd) Nazmi Wajiri to manage EFI's routine work. The federation filed a Letter Patent Appeal (LPA) against the order of the single bench and got a favourable decision. The Court brought back the 20-member Executive Committee that had come into existence after the 2019 elections. “We had faith in the judiciary. We thank the court for hearing our concerns and delivering justice in this case. This is a crucial Olympic year and we want to stay focussed on providing the best-possible support to our athletes.”
Bellingham voted Liga Player of the Season: Real Madrid midfielder Jude Bellingham has been voted LaLiga’s Player of the Season after the 20-year-old played a pivotal role in leading the club to their 36th league title. Bellingham edged out teammate Vinicius Jr, Antoine Griezmann (Atletico Madrid), Artem Dovbyk (Girona) and Robert Lewandowski (Barcelona) in votes cast by fans, club captains and apanel of experts.
Women’s volleyball team finishes 5th: Indian women’s volleyball team defeated Iran 3-0 on Wednesday to finish fifth in the AVC Women Challenge Cup in Manila, Philippines. India won 25-17, 25-16, 25-11 with captain Jini, blocker Soorya, Anushree and Silpa playing vital roles in the victory. AGENCIES
Tahsin, 17-year-old of Indian origin, picked in Qatar football squad
Tahsin Mohammed Jamshid
Rayson.Tennyson@timesgroup.com
Kochi: Tahsin Mohammed Jamshid, 17, made history by becoming the first player of Indian origin to be selected for the Qatar national football team. He has been included in the 29-member Qatar squad that will play two World Cup qualifiers against Afghanistan on June 6 and India on June 11.
Tahsin’s father, Jamshid hails from Thalassery, while his mother, Shaima is from Valapattanam in Kannur district. The couple moved to Qatar several years ago in search of better opportunities. Tahsin was born in Qatar and took to football under the guidance of his father, who was an ex-Calicut University player. He has been training at Qatar’s Aspire Football Academy, and his dribbling skills have often left rival defenders caught napping.
The midfielder had already made his presence felt in the Gulf nation by becoming the first Indian-origin player to feature in the Qatar Stars League. He made his debut for Al Duhail in their match against Al Rayyan on March 31.
Along with Nabeel Irfan, Tahsin is one of the two South Asian-origin players who have made it to the Qatar national squad for the World Cup qualifiers. In fact, Tahsin was part of the Qatar U-17 team that faced the Indian youth team during their junior national team’s exposure tour in 2023.
Though an Indian passport holder, Tahsin has been using a temporary Qatari passport — a mission passport — which is a prerequisite for participating in Qatar’s sports leagues. However, with his selection to the national squad, it is expected that Tahsin will be granted permanent citizenship of Qatar soon. But once he becomes a permanent citizen of Qatar, Tahsin will have to surrender his Indian passport.
Sindhu, Prannoy advance in Singapore Open
Manne.Ratnakar@timesgroup.com
PV Sindhu, HS Prannoy and the women's duo of Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand made it to the second round of the Singapore Open BWF Super-750 tournament on Wednesday.
Lakshya Sen, Kidambi Srikanth, Simran SinghiRitika Thaker, Sathish Kumar-Aadya Variyath, Krishna Prasad-Sai Pratheek, Sumeeth Reddy-Sikki Reddy and Venkat GauravJuhi Dewangan lost their first round matches.
Lakshya went down fighting against Viktor Axelsen of Denmark 13-21, 21-16, 13-21. Srikanth retired against Kodai Naraoka of Japan 14-21, 3-11.
World No. 10 Prannoy struggled past world No. 45 Julien Carraggi of Belgium 21-9, 18-21, 21-9. Prannoy will face world No. 11 Kenta Nishimoto of Japan next. Nishimoto enjoys a 3-2 win-loss record against Prannoy.
Sindhu beat Line Hojmark Kjaersfeldt of Denmark 21-12, 22-20 to set up a second round clash with third seed Carolina Marin of Spain. Marin defeated Goh Jin Wei of Malaysia 22-20, 21-18.
TN govt makes bid for Gukesh-Liren title bout
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Chennai: Viswanathan Anand got a chance to defend his world title in Chennai 11 years ago. But a Norwegian maverick called Magnus Carlsen had destroyed Vishy’s dreams of massive party at home.
Come November, India’s new challenger for the world title, D Gukesh may well get a shot to do what his illustrious predecessor couldn’t in 2013. The Tamil Nadu state government has officially submitted a bid for hosting the November 20-December 15 match in the state. Last year, the Chess Olympiad was played in a sea resort at Mamallapuram, 40 kilometres from Chennai, where Gukesh, the youngest Candidates champion at 17, shot to fame becoming the individual champion.
“We have received the bid from India,” FIDE CEO Emil Sutovsky said. There hasn’t been any other bid, May 31 being the last day to enter the race. Singapore is expected to compete with India.
Vaishali beats Humpy, moves into sole lead
Stavanger: India’s R Vaishali came up with a stupendous effort to beat compatriot Koneru Humpy and jump into sole lead in the women’s section of the Norway chess tournament here.
With each victory under classical time control worth three points, Vaishali got an early advantage moving to four points after the second round and her first-round loss against Wenjun Ju of China under faster time control does not matter so much right now.
India’s third and latest Grandmaster among women, Vaishali with four points is at the helm followed by the Chinese duo of Tingjie Lei and Ju; Anna Muzychuk of Ukraine and Pia Cramling of Sweden share the fourth spot in the six players double round robin event, while Humpy currently is languishing at the bottom on 1.5 points.
Magnus Carlsen emerged as the sole leader. PTI
ABD laments racial quota chatter around SA T20 WC squad
ASHAMED: AB de Villiers
New Delhi: AB de Villiers is not surprised that just days before South Africa renews it quest for an elusive World Cup, the talk back home is all about racial quota in the team.
It’s a rinse-and-repeat sort of situation and de Villiers, who retired in 2018, is glad that he is a mere spectator to the situation now. “...it’s a shame going into a tournament to have the focus on that. I mean it’s nothing new, it’s just a shame,” lamented one of the greats of South African cricket.
“Luckily this time around, I’ve had nothing to do with anything over there. I’m just a spectator,” the 40-year-old said in an interaction with PTI facilitated by ‘Jio Cinema’.
The cause of outrage is the presence of just one black p layer in the squad for the T20 show piece that will take p lace in the Americas from June 1.
Considered the perennial bridesmaids, who tend to choke in crunch situations, South Africa somehow are always in the pre-tournament favourites bracket without actually living up to the tag.
And having a deeply divisive topic take centre-stage just days before they begin their campaign is a far-fromideal build-up for a country that has a troubled past when it comes to race relations. The Proteas will start off against the Netherlands in New York on June 8.
Over the course of a season, six players of colour are required to be in the South Africa playing eleven including two from the black African community as per the policy introduced in 2016.
With Kagiso Rabada being the only black African in the T20 World Cup squad, the national team is set to miss its target. Another black-African, Lungi Ngidi, is part of the travelling reserves.
The other players of colour include Reeza Hendricks, Bjorn Fortuin, Keshav Maharaj, Tabraiz Shamsi and Ottniel Baartman. PTI
‘Champion coach’ Flick appointed to Barca hotseat
Hansi Flick
Barcelona: Barcelona appointed former Bayern Munich and Germany boss Hansi Flick as coach on Wednesday on a deal which runs till June 2026, after sacking Xavi Hernandez last week.
“FC Barcelona and Hansi Flick have reached an agreement for the German to become men’s first team football coach until June 30, 2026,” the club said in a statement. “The new coach has signed a contract at the club’s offices accompanied by FC Barcelona president Joan Laporta.”
Flick, who led German giants Bayern to a historic sextuple of trophies in 2020, became the first coach ever to be sacked by the German national team in September 2023 after a string of bad results.
However, Barcelona believe they have secured the services of a “champion coach”.
“By bringing Hansi Flick as coach, FC Barcelona have chosen a man well-known for his teams’ high pressing, intense and daring style of play which has brought him great success at club level and international level, winning pretty much all there is to win in the world of football,” read the club statement.
The 59-year-old occasionally wat- ched Barcelona matches this season from the presidential box and was linked with the job after Xavi said in January that he would depart at the end of a campaign in which they finished runners-up to Real Madrid in La Liga.
Barcelona and Xavi jointly deci- ded he would stay for next season in April, but then Laporta changed his mind and sacked the former midfield great last week.
PSG withhold wages due to Mbappe: Sources
Paris Saint-Germain have not paid Kylian Mbappe his wages for April as well as a mega-bucks bonus amid a financial dispute between the club and the player as he prepares to leave the French champions, sources close to the talks told AFP on Wednesday.
PSG’s decision to withhold Mbappe's salary is related to an agreement between the two parties made last year, at the start of the season, when the player accepted to waive part of a bonus due to him, the source said.
However, the source stated the talks between the club and the France captain were "relaxed" and that there was hope of reaching “a positive conclusion”. AGENCIES
HIT FLICK
Managerial stats with Bayern
Matches: 86; Won: 70; Draw: 9; Loss: 7; Win percentage: 81.40%
Managerial stats with Germany
Matches: 25; Won: 12; Draw: 7; Loss: 6; Win percentage: 48.00%
TITLE TRACK: with Bayern: 7, Bundesliga: 2 , German Cup: 1 Champions League: 1 German Super Cup: 1 UEFA Super Cup: 1 Club World Cup: 1
‘INDEPENDENT FILMMAKING IN INDIA IS SEEING A HUGE REVIVAL’
Konstantin Bojanov, director of The Shameless, talks about the Cannes effect and more
It’s ironic, given Indian cinema’s history, not just in Hindi but in other languages, the first time an Indian actor has received an award at Cannes, is for a Bulgarian director’s Hindi film
Anasuya Sengupta, Konstantin Bojanov and Omara at Cannes
Niharika Lal and Raima Ganguly
Bulgarian filmmaker Konstantin Bojanov’s The Shameless, for which Anasuya Sengupta won the Best Actress award in the Un Certain Regard segment at Cannes – a first for any Indian actor – took a dozen years and many challenges to come to fruition. “It’s like 12 years of bordering on insanity. In the meantime, I made one more film, wrote scripts for three more, produced one, and pulled my name out of it. So, a lot has been happening in these 12 years,” he said. Excerpts from an interview with us:
‘DO YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO TELL THIS STORY?’
When the film was selected for Un Certain Regard, Bojanov said in an interview, “I’m a male director dealing with a female subject. I’m prepared to get attacked, left, right, and center.” But, he was surprised. “Almost no one asked me the dumb question: ‘Do you have the right to tell this story?’ We all have the right to tell stories. It’s freedom of speech. But some people on the extreme right and left lay down boundaries of what we can say and what is acceptable,” he tells us.
CONTINUED ON 3
‘Loved Anasuya’s art’
‘I met hundreds of talented actresses, and all so very well-known. I had a shortlist of very strong performers as well. But I kept looking at pictures of Anasuya (Sengupta) on social media, especially her drawings (left). That’s actually how I got curious and reached out to her. There was something in her attitude that went with my gut reaction, and I always trust the latter.’
We’ve to know our worth and ask for it unapologetically: Sushmita Sen
The actress addresses the issue of pay disparity and says that while things are slowly changing, we have a long way to go
Things are changing gradually. It will take generations of actresses putting their foot down and saying… ‘Why are you not talking to me about having a share in the territory or profit share in a film?’… to see the change we want
Sushmita Sen; (below) the actress in a still from the show Aarya
Onkar Kulkarni
Recently, Priyanka Chopra and Lara Dutta Bhupati spoke about the disparity in the pay scales of heroines as compared to their male counterparts. While talking to us recently, Sushmita Sen, who is doing interesting work in the digital space, shared her thoughts on this. “The issue of pay disparity has been there forever. However, with my experience in the digital space, I can say that the numbers are huge (in this medium) for women, at least, it is for me. I think it also reaches a point where you have to know your worth and you have to be unapologetic about asking for it. So, I say no more than I say yes. But when I say yes I am the most hardworking person you will find on a set,” said the actress who headlined the web series Aarya.
CONTINUED ON 3
Talk of the town
Female flyers, would you prefer to sit beside a woman?
Female flyers weigh in on the recent decision of an airline to offer women the choice of selecting a seat besides a female co-passenger
‘A WELCOME CHANGE FOR WOMEN TRAVELLERS’
‘A female passenger may cause less trouble’
Once a college guy sitting next to me got on a video call with his friend, and I was in the frame. I told him multiple times to stop, but he just said, ‘It’s not just you, there are others in the frame too.’ It made me so uncomfortable I requested the flight attendant to change my seat. When travelling solo, if you are seated next to a woman you have one less issue to deal with
— Ekta Gulati, 24, trainee in a cinema chain
‘After years of sitting as per the airline’s system, this feature is welcome’
I prefer the window seat but male passengers who simply won’t budge if I have to use the washroom can make the flight experience uncomfortable. It can lead to forced contact or proximity. After years of sitting as per the airline’s system, this feature is welcome
— Palak Kajaria, a marketing professional
‘There is a certain sense of relief when you have a female co-passenger’
There is a certain sense of relief when you have a female copassenger. It is not always that you happen to sit next to a creepy male passenger, but often you may come across a man who sits like he owns the arm rest
— Megha Sharma, a software engineer from Gurgaon
‘It gives women more control over their flying experience’
This is a positive move that gives women more control over their flying experience. While I haven’t faced any untoward incidents, I’ve had a few uncomfortable experiences due to some passengers not knowing or following airline etiquette
— Harika Dronavalli, professional chess player
WHAT THE AIRLINE SAYS: IndiGo Airlines stated that they introduced the feature after market research to make the travel experience more comfortable for women.
WHY THIS COULD BE RELEVANT: A SUMMARY OF INPUTS FROM FEMALE TRAVELLERS
UNWANTED PHYSICAL CONTACT DON’T WANT TO BRUSH PAST SOMEONE WHILE STEPPING OUT: You might book a window seat for the view on a long flight, but you have to mentally prepare yourself before going to the washroom if you are sitting with male passengers in the middle or aisle seats. In economy class, when you ask your co-passenger to get up so you can step out, the response on their part often is just to lean back or pull their legs closer, suggesting that you step out in the space available which is almost impossible to do without physical contact. If it is a female passenger in that seat, pushing past her is not something you have to be so awkward or conscious about.
In the same situation, on an overnight flight, if the co-passengers have gone to sleep and you need to wake them because you want to use the washroom, you have no choice but to physically nudge them – it is less awkward if it’s a female passenger.
CAN FIGHT FOR THE ARMREST, BUT AT LEAST NOT WORRY ABOUT SOMEONE TOUCHING YOU INTENTIONALLY: While the battle for the armrest is gender agnostic, you can share an armrest with a female passenger more comfortably. If a male co-passenger is pushing against your arm, you would prefer to let go and leave the space to him.
DON’T WANT TO BE AROUND A MAN WE BARELY KNOW, THIS CLOSE TO US WHILE SLEEPING: Sleeping on a flight is less hassled if you are sitting next to a female passenger. While sleeping, you might unknowingly come in contact with a co-passenger while moving your legs to find a comfortable spot, or you might nod off and find your head on someone’s shoulder. In a business class seat, your seat can recline a long way back and you can feel consicous about going off to sleep like that within view of a stranger of the opposite gender.
‘NOT A FOOLPROOF SOLUTION’
‘Not sure how it will work’
What if there are more men than women on a flight? Would this feature automatically prevent men from booking a seat next to a woman? To me, it seems complicated logistically and I’m not sure how it will work
— Pooja Sahasrabudhe, an entrepreneur
‘Such provisions should be accessible to all genders’
I’ve been travelling solo for the past 33 years and haven’t faced any uncomfortable situations in flights. However, if necessary, such provisions should be accessible to everyone, not just women
— Sukla Biswas, an avid traveller
WOMEN TEND TO PREFER SINGLE SEATS ON BUSES, TOO
While airlines are now planning to offer women the provision to sit beside other female passengers, staterun buses and luxury buses across the country have been providing options such as cabins for women, reserved seats for women, and the option for female passengers to see if a seat is selected by another woman. Sakshi, who frequently travels via bus, shares, “I prefer to book a single seat or a cabin when I am travelling alone. If it is a shorter distance then I don’t mind sitting next to a male passenger but if it is a sleeper bus then I don’t prefer sitting next to a male passenger. You don’t want to sleep next to a random uncle on a bus.”
— TNN
HEIGHT OF TRAFFIC? JAM ON MT EVEREST
This serpentine queue isn’t outside a stadium before a much-awaited concert or tournament or en route a pilgrimage. This is the route to Mt Everest that’s experiencing a traffic snarl as eager climbers frantically rush to reach the world’s highest point, as seen in a video that’s gone viral
CELEBS SHOW SOLIDARITY WITH RAFAH
After the recent airstrikes by Israel in Rafah killed many civilians, Indians stars such Samantha Ruth Prabhu, Varun Dhawan, Alia Bhatt and more shared and reposted messages of solidarity
P4
Bob Dylan painting sold for over `1 cr
Bob Dylan
A 1968 abstract painting by Bob Dylan fetched a whopping price of `1.63 crore-plus at an auction on May 24 – the same day as the iconic musician’s 83rd birthday. The painting is said to be his work from the Woodstock days – the famed music festival held in the ’60s in New York. Dylan had reportedly offered the painting to a woman in exchange for an astrology chart and astrological readings she had done for him. The painting was recently discovered at the woman’s former husband’s estate. Dylan’s artworks have been well-known, some have even been exhibited and used as album covers in the 60s and 70s. He is currently touring the US for the 2024 Outlaw Music Festival.
The painting has a red outline of a man in a hat that mirrors Dylan’s own style from Woodstock
AI is stealing our faces, says JLo
Jennifer Lopez
Jennifer Lopez, while giving an interview to the media while promoting her latest film, shared that she has experienced the scary side of artificial intelligence with skincare commercials using manipulated photos of her face. She said, “They were selling skincare that I know nothing about.” The commercials used manipulated photos of her face covered in wrinkles.
“Right away we had them stealing our faces. So, yes, AI is really scary... We’ve to be open to all possibilities,” she added.
Screening of a documentary on Alzheimer’s prevention at Cannes
A still from the documentary
A documentary based on Dr Shuvendu Sen’s book Why Buddha Never Had Alzheimer’s was screened at Cannes’ Eden Theatre of Marche du Films. Directed by Chandan Singh and scripted by Dr Sen, the documentary features narration by Victor Banerjee and appearances by Anupam Kher, Hollywood personalities Karl Bardosh and Oliver Tuthill, and leading medical voices like Andrew Newberg, Aaron Feingold and Ronald Brenner. An abbreviated version of the documentary was also shown at Cannes, which was attended by Sanjiv Shankar, Joint Secretary of Information and Broadcasting, among others.
“Karl Bardosh of Tisch School of Arts, a pioneer in cell phone cinema, played a pivotal role in introducing and screening the documentary at Cannes. The documentary was also showcased earlier at the United Nations. The Nautilus Award-winning book, distributed by Simon & Schuster, has been translated into several languages, including French and Italian, and has been showcased at the Frankfurt and London Book Fairs,” says Dr Sen.
He adds, “The initiative to create a documentary based on the book came from former Governor of Maharashtra Bhagat Singh Koshiyari, who endorsed the project to promote the power of meditation in preventing Alzheimer’s Disease globally. The documentary has been shown at various venues, including the Maharashtra University of Health Sciences, Pravara Institute of Medical Sciences, and the United Nations.”
Recently, the documentary was released on YouTube following successful screenings worldwide. Dr Sen shares, “I am deeply grateful to Governor Bhagat Singh Koshiyari for his proposal to transition my book to a documentary to better spread the scientific basis of our country’s holistic measures in the prevention of Alzheimer’s. My deep gratitude to Marche du Films, Cannes, for showcasing the documentary on such a big platform.”
Dr Shuvendu Sen
Karl Bardosh
DELHI RAMP GLAMS UP
Rashmi Chhabra, one of the designers presenting her collection this year, showcased her designs at DTFW 2023 as well
Delhi Times Fashion Week (DTFW), presented by KRasa Group, powered by Prius Communications, is all set to host day two and three on May 30 and 31, respectively. The fashion fiesta will be a glamorous affair showcasing a diverse lineup of designers and brands. On May 30, the designer and brand that are set to showcase their brilliance on the ramp are – IIFT North Delhi Campus, World University of Design – Sonipat, Amity University, Prashant Majumdar, Tushar Rajput, Mitesh Upadhyay, Raj Sharma X Vipin Aggarwal, Ravi Rajoria and Shaneer Bassi, Ekta Akhouri, Kingshuk Bhaduri, UMB Elegant Monarch presents Eli Bitton and Narendra Kumar. The third and the final day will showcase Ratna Jain, Harsimran Sarai, JCC – JIMS, Butterfly Couture, Gaurav Gupta X Forever Naveen Kumar, Dr Kappil Kishor X Shelly Dutta, Silky Nanda Powered By Dhawan Jewellers, Susan Mantosh, Anytime Fitness presents Rashmi Chhabra and KRASA presents Archana Kochhar.
Designer Archana Kochhar says, “My collection pays homage to the timeless grace of Indian weaves and the different adaptations of these silhouettes”
Designer Rashmi Chhabra, says, “My brand, Just Billi offers funky and edgy athleisure wear. In a few years, the brand has become a staple in every fashion-forward traveller’s wardrobe”
Designer Harsimran Sarai says, “‘Alankrit – The Joy of Weddings,’ from my brand Ambre, is a celebration of Indian heritage and craftsmanship”
Designer Narendra Kumar says, “URA STREET is the Genz targeted brand and is inspired by street wear in Japan called ‘Ura Hara’”
Baldev Raj, founder and Chief, People for Fashion, says, “PFF is all set to redefine and change the whole gamut of the fashion industry in India. Our mission is to spotlight the incredible talent that fuels the fashion industry, and DTFW provides the perfect platform to do so”
Deepak Gupta, Chancellor, JCCJIMS, says, “We are proud to be part of DTFW and will be showcasing a collection by our GenNext designers”
Dr Sanjay Gupta, Vice Chancellor, World University of Design, says, “We believe that the future of fashion lies in sustainability. Our ‘Upcycling Jugaad’ initiative showcases the innovative spirit of our students”
Designer Susan Mantosh says, “My collection ‘The Katha of Kantha’, will narrate a tale of Bengal through its traditional stitch, kantha”
Abhishek Sansi, Director, Indicolour Prints, says, “We are thrilled to be a part of DTFW yet again as Luxury Printing Partner”
Designer Ratna Jain says, “Our collection – Nurani – celebrates the artisans of our country”
Prashant Arer, Head of Enbio India & GCC, says, “We are thrilled to contribute to this prestigious event. Our theme, #SafetyGoesFashion, highlights our commitment to merging fashion with safety”
Vikas Jain, Managing Director, Anytime Fitness India, says, “Our brand goes beyond the conventional definition of a gym – it is a fitness community”
Umesh Saraf, MD, Unison Hotels Pvt Ltd, says, “We are delighted to partner with the DTFW as it empowers us to showcase our dedication to luxury and hospitality”
Designer Silky Nanda, owner of Fashion Fragrance, says, “This year, we proudly present our Galaxy collection. Our designs are inspired by the mesmerizing cosmos, featuring metallic and silver elements”
A model walks in Prashant Majumdar’s design, which was showcased at DTFW 2023
Presenting Sponsor: KRasa; Powered By Sponsor: Prius Communications; Fitness Partner: Anytime Fitness; Luxury Auto Partner: Scandia Volvo; Healthcare Partner: Yashoda Super Speciality Hospitals, Kaushambi; Education Partner: JCC – JIMS; Hair & Makeup Partner: Lakmé Salon; Flavoured Water Partner: Wild Vitamin Drink; Celebration Partner: Medusa; Pouring Partner: Paul John; Hospitality Partner: The Grand, New Delhi; Luxury Printing Partner: Indicolour Prints; Decanting Partner: Ujva Wines; Safety Couture Partner: Enbio; Talent partner: PFF; Catering Partner: Rawat Hospitality Services Pvt Ltd; Camera & Film Partner: God Bless Films; Jewellery Partner: Prem Kumar & Sons Jewellers Pvt Ltd
To stay updated with the latest in fashion follow us on #DelhiTimesFashionWeek; Facebook.com/TimesFashionWeek; Instagram @timesfashionweek; Twitter @timesfashionwk
When women start saying they won’t settle for less, things will change: Sushmita
The issue of pay disparity has been there forever. However, with my experience in the digital space, I can say that the numbers are huge (in this medium) for women, at least, it is for me
Sushmita Sen; Sushmita Sen; (inset) the (inset) the actress in a actress in a still from the still from the show show Ta aliTaal i
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Sushmita, further explained how she is seeing a change in the industry, even though it’s a slow process. “I am telling you from my own experience. There is a change. Is there a disparity? Yes, there is. It is a long-standing disparity. But is it changing? Yes, but gradually. It will take generations of actresses putting their foot down and saying, ‘You know what, why are you not talking to me about having a share in the territory or profit share in a film?’ to see the change we want. When we start asking and say that we won’t settle for less, is when change will come about. It’s very hard to say no, but when you start doing that is when things will turn around,” she said.
‘Much has changed in the way the industry functions’
Recalling the times when she started off in the industry, the actress who made her debut in 1996 with Dastak, and was seen in films like Biwi No. 1, Vaastu Shastra and Main Hoon Na, says, “Without a doubt, much has changed in the way the industry functions. Earlier, we used to get approached saying, ‘You have three songs, you will be dressed by this designer, you will have one conflicting emotional breakdown in the movie, a good lead actor and a good director. We were also told that film mein budget nahi hai. This used to be the case back then, but it isn’t the same now, so things are certainly changing.”
I would like The Shameless to be seen in India, says Bojanov
The parallel filmmaking scene in India was marginalised after the 70s, except in a few regions. It has seen a huge revival in past 20 years
A still from The Shameless, for which Anasuya Sengupta won Best Actress award at Cannes’ Un Certain Regard category
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‘INDIA’S WATERSHED YEAR AT CANNES’
“This was a watershed year for India at Cannes,” says Bojanov, citing the official selections and Payal Kapadia’s historic Grand Prix win. “I also watched Santosh which has an extremely powerful story and performances,” he says. Hopeful about a resurgence in India’s independent films, he adds: “It just might be a new page in Indian cinema. There are some very talented actors also working in Bollywood, but they tend to play vastly idealised roles and themselves fit the stereotype. Anasuya herself doesn’t fit into the mould at all. Most of the films shown at Cannes this year had a female cast and none of them are stereotypical characters.”
‘WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO SHOOT THE FILM IN INDIA’
The Shameless is set in Delhi, but the film was shot entirely in Nepal. The decision to shoot the film in Nepal was not what he would have preferred, but the film’s team had its reasons, says Bojanov.
“We could have shot the film on our shoestring budget in India before the pandemic, but after the pandemic, the price of everything had gone up. Also, for foreign productions, any script needs to be cleared by the Ministry of External Affairs. The majority of the line producers were very sceptical about being able to obtain the necessary permits, so we didn’t even see the point of applying for permission,” he tells us.
‘IT WILL BE DISAPPOINTING IF MY FILM FACES CUTS IN INDIA’
Bojanov hopes that the audience in India will get to watch the film sooner rather than later, but he has concerns. “As much as I’m informed about the censor board (in India) and what passes through and what doesn’t pass through, the film will have great difficulties at the moment.” However, he hopes they will find a distributor. “I was exchanging text messages with Anasuya just after Cannes and she said how everything about this project has been unu- sual. So maybe the rest of the journey will be unusual as well. I would very much like the film to be seen in India, I see people really interested in seeing the film here. If chunks of the film need to be cut out (for certification), it’ll destroy the film. I will not be okay with that,” he says.
Celebs show solidarity with Palestine after Rafah attack
Following Israel’s air strike in the Rafah area of Gaza that claimed 45 civilian lives, including children, celebs across the world have been sharing an image showing support for the victims
What happened:
An Israeli airstrike near Rafah city resulted in makeshift shelters with civilians being destroyed. At least 45 were killed and many more injured. Israel PM Benjamin Netanyahu has called this a “tragic mishap” while Israeli authorities have claimed that a secondary fuel tanker fire during the “precision strike” led to the mishap in what was a designated safe zone.
Other online campaigns drawing attention to the conflict
#Blockout2024: Celebs who hadn’t spoken a word of solidarity in the ongoing conflict were named and a call to block them on social media was made #PassTheHat: This started almost during the same time as #Blockout2024. Writer and comedian Erin Hattamer’s campaign prompted big names to discuss Palestinian issues and helped raise funds for families affected by the conflict
Along with Richa Chadha and Swara Bhasker, who have been consistent in raising their voice against the violence in Gaza, celebs like Kareena Kapoor, Priyanka Chopra, Varun Dhawan, Sonam Kapoor, Atlee, Dulquer Salmaan, Alia Bhatt, Samantha Ruth Prabhu and Manoj Tiwari’s daughter Rhiti Tiwari also shared this trending image or other news about the recent strike. Madhuri Dixit and Rohit Sharma’s wife, Ritika Sajdeh, had also shared the All Eyes on Rafah visual but deleted it after facing significant online backlash
GROOMING STUDENTS FOR THE FUTURE
Jaypee Institute Of Information Technology, Noida One of the leading Private ‘Deemed to be University’ in Northern India
Jaypee Institute of Information Technology (JIIT) Noida, is “Deemed to be University” under section 3 of UGC Act 1956 by Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD). JIIT is a NAAC accredited and AICTE approved institute and has been ranked 94th in the 2022 India Ranking in the Engineering Category by NIRF. JIIT is a multidisciplinary University and is a Centre-of Excellence for education, training, research, innovations and IPR in the field of IT, CSE, ECE and Biotechnology, Physics, Mathematics, Humanities & Social Sciences and Management.
The Institute presently offers Undergraduate (BTech, BSc, BCA & BBA), Postgraduate (MTech, MBA, MSc) and PhD programs. New programs are being introduced from AY 2024-25, namely; MCA, B Tech in Mathematics and Computing, and Electronics and Computer Engineering and three years Diploma programs [CS & IT, Food Technology and Electronics Engineering (Microelectronics)].
The Institute has a strong academic environment aimed at research. 5846 research papers have been published and JIIT has received 126 research grants from various Govt. agencies are received by the institute. The Institute has a regular student exchange program with global universities.
JIIT has declared the current decade (2021-2030) as the “Innovation Decade”. JIIT has also set up a digital learning platform “Digital Learning Centre”. Digital Learning Centre comprises of state-of-the-art multimedia studio, discussion and chroma studios, a 100-seater review cum lecture room supported by automated control, editing, and simulation and animation infrastructure.
JIIT has established RIDE to create an ecosystem of innovation by involving bright and innovative faculty and students. RIDE Innovation Hub comprises of start-up cabins, students make & learn space, advanced characterisation. Fabrication Laboratory, Computational Facility & Artificial Intelligence Laboratory has been established. A high-performance computing facility (Ramanujan Universe) has been set up to boost complex high-end computational training.
Students can opt for a minor specialization in AI & ML, Data Analytics, Cyber Security, 5G & Advanced Technoloies, VLSI Design & Technology and Universal Human Values (UHV) along with the major specialization in BTech program. Students are awarded Proficiency Certificates in niche areas like AI, IoT, DA, ML, Cyber Security, Cloud Computing etc.
The flexible curriculum contains substantial laboratory training, project work and industrial exposure with emphasis on hands-on experience which ensures high employability of the students as evident from high rate of campus placements.
The campus houses a world-class library which is well stocked with databases, Indian and international books and journals. The infrastructure of the Institute includes complete sports, hostels and library facilities. JIIT has a well secured, clean, green and an ideal campus for national and international students for pursuing higher studies. Institute has environmentally conditioned state-of-the-art infrastructure.
The institute stresses on grooming the students as per current industry requirements. For the 2024 batch, there have been various placement offers and eligible participating students placed. The maximum package offered is by LinkedIn for Rs. 60.71 Lakhs. Placement drives are still in progress for 2024 batch.
From Classroom to Global Impact: Unmatched Quality in Academics, Research and Placements
Dr. D. Y. Patil Institute of Technology, Pimpri Campus
Dr. D. Y. Patil Institute of Technology (DIT), Pune is situated at the Pimpri campus which is oldest campus of Dr. D. Y. Patil group. It is approved by AICTE New Delhi and DTE Maharashtra. This campus started in year 1983 and further nurtured by visionary Chairman Hon. Dr. P. D. Patil with the vision – “Empowerment through knowledge: Better education better world”. The institute is being progressed under the dynamic leadership of Secretary Hon. Dr. Somnath Patil. The Institute is in the close vicinity of two major industrial zones Rajiv Gandhi Infotech Park, Pune and MIDC Industrial area of Bhosari, Chinchwad & Chakan. The professional as well as technical trainings with industries are being conducted right from first year itself for the students to enhance their employability skills.
SALIENT FEATURES OF DIT
● Established in 1998
● State of the art infrastructure with Wi-Fi campus
● Skill competency and industry relevant courses
● Conducive environment for academics
● Entrepreneurship Development – Startup and Innovation Cell
● Digital classrooms and library
● Hostel facility for boys and girls
● Sports facility
● 30+ Professional chapters and clubs
● 19 Centre of Excellence
MILESTONES OF DIT
● Accredited by NAAC with a CGPA of 3.74 on a four point scale at ‘A++’ Grade
● Seven Programs are accredited by NBA
● Ranked in top 200 Engineering Institutions in year 2020, 2021 and 2022. Ranked in 101-150 band under Innovation Category in year 2023
● DIT received prestigious Best Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune
● Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan – Best College Award by ISTE
● Collegedunia Excellence Award 2023 for ‘Excellence in Industry Academia Collaboration’
ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH EXCELLENCE
● 280+ University Rankers with 4 Gold medals
● 18,000+ Alumni Collaborations and Recruiters
● 175+ Patents
● 35+ Copyrights registered
● 1700+ Publications in last 5 years
● 1.76 Cr. Research Fund received in last 5 years
TRAINING AND PLACEMENT CELL
● DIT, Pimpri campus is a top pick for MNCs and local conglomerates looking for talent. Their campus placements maximize your job prospects, connecting you with top firms and endless career opportunities.
● Highest Package 70 LPA,
● 350+ IT & Core companies recruiting students
● 4700+ Placement offers in last 4 years.
Training & Placement Cell plays an important role to help students in pursuing their career goals by acquiring employment-seeking skills and ultimately attaining desired employment.
DIFFERENT TYPES OF TRAININGS
● Training by In-house training team and faculty members
● Training by Alumni
● Training by Industry collaborations.
● Training by External Professional Agencies
● Training by Online modes like webinar etc. Institute is also a remote center for different training programs by IITs.
PRESTIGIOUS COLLABORATIONS WITH INDUSTRY
Capgemini, Nielson IQ, EdgeVerve, ETS India, UltraTech Cement, Zensar – RPG Foundation, Johnson Controls, B & R Industrial Automation, BOSCH India Ltd., Robotics Automation (TAL), Infosys, Dr. Fixit Institute of Rehabilitation, Builders' Association of India (BAI), Sigma Electric Corporation Pvt. Ltd, iRobotics Pvt. Ltd., Pune
ACCOMPLISHED ALUMNI NETWORK
Proud of its successful alumni, DIT Pimpri campus fosters engagement between alumni, students and the institute. Alumni including scientists, entrepreneurs and leaders, inspire students to excel.
For more details Contact Dr. D. Y. Patil Unitech Society’s Dr. D. Y. Patil Institute of Technology, Main Campus, Sant Tukaram Nagar, Pimpri, Pune – 411018, Maharashtra Tel.: +91-20-27805298 / 99 Mobile No. : +91 7767015941 / 7767015942 Email: info.engg@dypvp.edu.in Website: https://engg.dypvp.edu.in
COURSES OFFERED
UNDER GRADUATE PROGRAMS
(B.E.)
● Artificial Intelligence and Data Science
● Automation and Robotics
● Civil Engineering
● Computer Engineering
● Electrical Engineering Telecommunication Engineering
● Information Technology
● Instrumentation Engineering
● Mechanical Engineering
POST GRADUATE PROGRAMS (ME/MBA)
● Computer Engineering Telecommunication Engg. (Communication Networks)
● Mechanical Engineering (Design Engineering)
● Civil Engineering (Construction Management) Administration (M.B.A)
PH. D. RESEARCH CENTERS:
● Computer Engineering Telecommunication Engineering
● Mechanical Engineering
● Civil Engineering
Dr. P. D. Patil Chairman Dr. D. Y. Patil Unitech Society, Pune
A Beacon of Academic Prestige and Innovation in Central India
IPS Academy, Institute of Engineering and Science, Indore
IPS Academy, Institute of Engineering and Science, Indore, holds a distinguished status as one of the premier institutions established in 1999. Approved by AICTE, New Delhi, the Institute stands as a beacon of quality engineering education. Presently, the Institute offers an extensive array of 14 UG and eight PG programs, inclusive of degree programs for working professionals.
The Institute takes pride in being one of the first self-financed Institutes of Madhya Pradesh, UGC Autonomous, and affiliated to Rajiv Gandhi Proudyogiki Vishwavidyalaya (RGPV) Bhopal. Synonymous with novel ideas and innovations in central India's science and technology sector, it is regarded as a trailblazer, constantly pushing the boundaries of knowledge and driving forward the region's technological landscape.
Acknowledged for its quality education, IPSA’s IES has garnered numerous accolades. It was ranked 31st in Top 125 Private Engineering Institute Rankings 2023 under Times Engineering Survey, 2023 by OMS (A Division of Times Internet Limited), research by i3rc Insights Pvt. Ltd. and boasts distinctions such as Top Performing Remote Centre NMEICT and Spoken Tutorial. All eligible undergraduate programs hold accreditation by NBA, and it is ranked 16th under ranking of Top Engineering Colleges of Excellence by CSRGHRDC. Furthermore, it has secured a AAA rating by "Careers 360," solidifying its status as one of the premier engineering colleges.
The faculty members at IPS Academy, Institute of Engineering and Science have been recipients of impressive awards such as PostDoctoral Fellowships and MP Young Scientist Awards. Their endeavors in green practices have been acknowledged by RGPV, further enhancing the Institute's reputation.
Dr. Archana Keerti Chowdhary, the Principal, articulates the institute's motto, "Knowledge, skill and values," underlining its core principles of discipline, determination, and dedication. Bolstered by a team of dedicated faculty members, the Institute fosters an innovative and inclusive learning milieu, driving students towards excellence. Consequently, it has solidified its position amongst the leading institutions in engineering education, renowned for its cuttingedge facilities, comprehensive development programs, and remarkable student achievements.
The Institute is committed to nurturing raw talent into future corporate engineers who can effectively handle corporate challenges and take businesses to greater heights. The Institute encourages creativity and innovation, which co-exist and thrive here, making it one of the leading engineering institutes in the country.
DIVERSE ENGINEERING PROGRAMS FOR EMERGING AND CORE DISCIPLINES
Offering a spectrum of B.Tech. Engineering programs, the Institute caters to both emerging and Emerging branches include CSE (AI and ML), CSE (DS), CSE (IoT), CSE (Regional Language), and CSE Technology). Core branches encompass Chemical Engineering, Civil Engineering, Computer Science and Engineering, CSIT, Electrical and Electronics Engineering, Agriculture Technology and Safety Engineering. Alongside B.Tech. Programs, the Institute provides PG programs in Electronics, Chemical Engineering, Construction Planning Digital Communication Engineering, Industrial Safety and Engineering, Engineering.
RESEARCH ENDEAVORS AND GLOBAL COLLABORATIONS
Engineering and Science is at the forefront of research, boasting various laboratories focusing on diverse fields. Notably, its research in microfluidics, particularly in health applications, has gained traction. Collaborations with Sri Lanka, Russia, Turkey, and Ethiopia underscore the Institute's global research footprint. With funding from Indian and foreign governments, the Institute conducts pioneering research in cancer diagnosis and seismic analysis.
Engineering and Science are at the forefront of research, focusing on diverse fields such as microfluidics, earthquakes, wastewater treatment and molecular docking studwith renowned institutions of the USA facilitate student exchange programs, enriching the academic experience. The institute's commitment to research is evident through organizing various international conferences and its dedication to providing students with enriching research opportunities.
INNOVATIONS AND INITIATIVES
Engineering and Science celebrates its achievements in innovation and entrepreneurship. The establishment of the Innovation Development Centre (IEDC) has provided students with opportunities to showcase their innovative ideas. Notably, five teams from the institute participated in the Smart with two teams winning top prizes. Additionally, the institute's BAJA team excelled in major competitions, earning accolades and cash prizes. The institute also hosted a TEDx event, fostering discussions on AICTE, the institute's Idea Lab and Incubation Cell support student projects and startups. IPS Academy has received accolades from the MHRD GoI and ARIIA for its initiatives in Served as a Mentor Institution under Mentor-Mentee Program 2021-22 to remains dedicated to nurturing an ecosystem of innovation and supporting student projects.
HIGHLIGHTS
1. Infrastructure: IPS Academy, Institute of Engineering and Science boasts modern laboratories and amenities, ensuring a conducive learning environment.
2. Holistic Development: With a focus on holistic development, the Institute offers liberal learning credit courses including NCC, NSO and NCA, mental health and wellness programs, and opportunities for extracurricular activities.
3. Placement: The Institute's unwavering commitment to excellence is reflected in its impressive placement records, with graduates securing positions in reputed companies like Tesla IOCL,Vedanta, GAIL, HSBC, Essar, ValueLabs, Wipro, Infosys, TCS,IBM, Appsensus , and ONGC etc.
They have a proven track record of drives, with over 300 companies visiting every year. In 2023, one of our students received the highest package of 4 crores per year from the Tesla Gigafactory in Germany. Also this year many students received very high packages from reputed companies. These opportunities have enabled numerous students to fulfill their potential and pursue their dreams in various fields.
For more information contact: IPS Academy, Institute of Engineering and Science, Knowledge Village, AB Road, Indore (MP) Call: 7746000161, 07314014640, 07314014604 Email: admission.ies@ipsacademy.org
Smart India Hackathon 2023
Award for All-Round Excellence in NCC 2023
Fire Drill
Heavy Structure Lab
Dr. Archana Keerti Chowdhary, Principal
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REDEFINING HIGHER EDUCATION IN INDIA
SRM University-AP: Driving Entrepreneurial Education
Dr P Sathyanarayanan, Pro-Chancellor, SRM University-AP
Nestled in the heart of Andhra Pradesh, SRM University AP is one of the premier universities in the landscape of higher education. Sprawling across a 100-acre campus, this premier university is at the forefront of driving transformative academic, entrepreneurial, and research outcomes.
This research-intensive university boasts a faculty with 100% PhDs from globally recognised institutions and 60% with international exposure, ensuring a world-class and diverse educational experience for its students.
The university offers 29 undergraduate and postgraduate programmes through its School of Engineering and Sciences (SEAS), Easwari School of Liberal Arts (ESLA), and Paari School of Business (PSB), along with PhD and postdoctoral opportunities.
INNOVATIVE LEARNING AND IMPRESSIVE OUTCOMES
SRM University-AP is dedicated to providing students with a unique learning experience aligned with the NEP-2020 guidelines. The university emphasises on the innovative Interdisciplinary Experiential Active Learning (IDEAL) model to ensure holistic learning among students. This approach has yielded impressive results, with 20% of graduates securing admissions to top global universities, many with scholarships up to $60,000.
“Our mission is to cultivate leaders and innovators who can drive global progress,” says Prof. Manoj K. Arora, Vice Chancellor of SRM University- AP. “We are committed to providing an unparalleled educational experience that prepares our students for the challenges of tomorrow.”
STELLAR PLACEMENT RECORDS
The university’s commitment to excellence is reflected in its outstanding placement record. In the engineering sector, salaries peaked at Rs. 55 LPA, maintaining a 100% placement rate over the years. Additionally, 65 graduates secured positions overseas in countries such as the USA, Australia, Canada, and Japan. In commerce and management, the highest salaries reached Rs. 31 LPA, with an average of Rs. 7.75 LPA, showcasing the university’s ability to produce industry-ready graduates.
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT: A HUB OF INNOVATION
With 2,193 publications, over half in top-tier Q1 journals, 213 patents published, 30 patents granted, and projects sanctioned with an outlay of Rs. 42.53 crores, SRM University-AP is a hub of research and innovation. The university encourages student participation in research through initiatives like the Undergraduate Research Opportunities Programme (UROP) and Capstone Projects.
GLOBAL COLLABORATIONS
To enhance its global footprint, the university has inked MoUs with nearly 30 reputed universities worldwide. These partnerships facilitate transfer programs, student and faculty exchanges, joint research, global immersion programs, and semester abroad programs with prestigious institutions like Rennes School of Business, France; University of Dayton, USA; and Monash University, Australia.
FOSTERING ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Dedicated to fostering the next generation of entrepreneurs, SRM University-AP's Entrepreneurship and Innovation division nurtures over 40 student start-ups incubated by Hatch Lab. With the support of 200+ mentors and venture capitalists, along with Elon fellowship, seed funding, and angel investments, the university provides a robust ecosystem for budding entrepreneurs to thrive.
RECOGNITIONS AND ACCOLADES
The university’s dedication to excellence has been recognised with numerous accolades, including “India’s Third Best Private University” by Nature Index ranking in the two consecutive years of 2022 & 2023, the FICCI Higher Education Excellence Award for ‘Excellence in Creating Employment’ and the ASSOCHAM ‘Award for Excellence in Enabling Research Environment (Science)’. These honours underscore SRM University-AP’s significant contributions to the educational landscape and the socio-economic fabric of the country.
For more information, visit https://www.srmap.edu.in.
A bird's eye-view of SRM University AP
Holistic Education with Global Outlook
United Group of Institutions providing holistic education with a global approach
We, at UGI are committed to providing a skill oriented and value-based education which shall shape the minds of young learners to chase their dreams and realize their goals”. Girdhar Gopal Gulati, Chairman
The United Group, founded by late Shri Shiv Ram Das Gulati in 1951, is one of the pioneer in the field of technical education. With 09 well established institutes in Allahabad and Greater Noida, the United Group of Institutions is poised to provide the quality education and training up to the highest attainable limits through its visionary, holistic and global approach and concerted efforts. With its state-of-the-art infrastructure and robust academic ecosystem. UGI offers a range of undergraduate, postgraduate, and diploma courses in technical education courses producing groomed and employable professionals enlightened with a spirit of serving.
United’s awe-inspiring infrastructure provides the students with quality environment to pursue their academic passion and for outstanding academic delivery. The campus spans more than 200 acres with high tech laboratories with fully air-conditioned classrooms. The state of art auditoriums, meeting rooms, E classrooms and spacious induction halls provides a world class facility. Computing facili- ties at UGI includes labs which are equipped with the latest hardware and software. Students can use these facilities to conduct simulations, write computer programs, and develop projects.
The campus offers a fusion of futuristic and ultramodern startup incubator and innovation centre to help new startups succeed and encourage students who have innovative technical ideas.
The institute also has a dedicated placement cell that helps students in securing jobs in reputed companies. The Placement success at UGI could be measured not only in terms of quantity but the quality as well. We are extremely proud of having been able to continue strengthening our talent pool and recruiter pool thereby bringing an array of diversified opportunities for bright scholars.
Fortified with these features, the United Group is primed to continue taking the world of quality education to the highest attainable limits.
BUILDING A BRIGHTER FUTURE
SRM University, Sonepat Focuses on Education and Placements
In a world where several facets of society are screaming for lack of additional support and “hands are never enough”, some leaders refuse to stick to one path and continue to create an impact on more areas than one. Dr. Ravi Pachamuthu is one of them. From improving quality of education to taking education to rural lands, Dr. Ravi Pachamuthu’s passion knows no limits. He is the illustrious Chairman of the SRM Group, a visionary architect of change in the space of education. Dr. Ravi has been actively involved in setting up several educational Institutions under the SRM Group umbrella. Education runs in SRM Group’s DNA as this unforgettable journey started 40 years ago. Over the years, SRM managed to generate more than a million graduates and currently encompasses nearly 24 institu100,000 students at any given point.
Nestled in the serene and culturally rich region of Haryana, SRM University, Sonepat, stands as a testament to Dr. Ravi’s vision on academic excellence and global standards. SRM University, Sonepat, blend of modern architecture and advanced facilities. This ensures students have access to the best resources for their academic and personal growth. From high- tech cyber security labs to smart classrooms with AI technology, every aspect of the campus is meticulously planned to enhance the learning experience.
SRM University, Sonepat, offers courses in engineering, management, law, science, humanities, and social sciences, amongst others. Each program is designed to provide a robust academic foundainsights and industry exposure. The curriculum is regularly updated to align with global educational trends and industry requirements, ensuring that graduates are well prepared to meet the challenges of the professional world.
One of the most compelling Sonepat, is its exemplary placement record. With its strong ties with leading corporates and industries, facilitating placement opportunities for its students is easy. As a result, SRM University, Sonepat boasts a near-perfect placement rate, with graduates securing positions in top multinational companies, prestigious research institutions, and innovative start-ups.
SRM University, Sonepat, is more than just an educational institution; it is a nurturing ground for future leaders and innovators. With its global standards of infrastructure, comprehensive courses, impeccable placement record, and superior facilities, the university provides an unparalleled academic experience. By choosing SRM University, Sonepat, students are not just enrolling in a university but embarking on a journey of excellence, innovation, and global success.
BEST YOGA ASANAS FOR STUDENTS TO BUILD FOCUS AND SHARP MEMORY
Yoga enhances focus through various physical, mental, and mindfulness aspects. The combination of specific postures (asanas), breath control (pranayama), and meditation contributes to improved concentration. Here's how yoga achieves this:
MIND-BODY CONNECTION
Yoga emphasizes the connection between the mind and body. As practitioners move through asanas, they become more attuned to bodily sensations, fostering present-moment awareness and reducing mental distractions.
BREATH AWARENESS (PRANAYAMA)
Pranayama techniques in yoga involve conscious control of breath.
Deep and intentional breathing calms the nervous system, reducing stress and promoting mental clarity, which is essential for sustained focus.
ASANAS FOR PHYSICAL WELLBEING
Himalayan Siddhaa Akshar, yoga guru, founder, Akshar Yoga Kendraa says, “Yoga postures promote physical health, and a healthy body contributes to a focused mind. The improvement in overall well-being from regular practice positively influences cognitive functions and attention span.”
ENHANCED BLOOD FLOW
Yoga encourages circulation and blood flow throughout the body, including the brain. Improved blood flow ensures an adequate supply of oxygen and nutrients, positively impacting cognitive function and focus.
To enhance focus and memory, students can benefit from incorporating specific yoga asanas into their routine.
HERE ARE SOME EFFECTIVE POSES AND TECHNIQUES:
TADASANA (MOUNTAIN POSE)
Stand tall with feet together, arms by your sides. This pose improves posture and enhances concentration by grounding the body.
VRIKSHASANA (TREE POSE)
Shift weight to one leg, place the sole of the other foot on the inner thigh or calf, and bring hands to prayer position. This helps in improving balance and focus.
PASCHIMOTTANASANA (SEATED FORWARD BEND)
Sit with legs extended, hinge at the hips, and reach for your toes. This asana stretches the spine, promoting blood flow to the brain for improved cognitive function.
BALASANA (CHILD’S POSE)
Kneel with buttocks on heels, stretch arms forward, and rest your forehead on the mat. This relaxing pose relieves stress and encourages mental clarity.
SARVANGASANA (SHOULDER STAND)
Lie on your back, lift legs overhead, and support your lower back with your hands. Shoulder stand enhances blood circulation to the brain, aiding memory.
HALASANA (PLOW POSE)
From the shoulder stand, lower your legs behind your head. Halasana stimulates the nervous system, promoting mental alertness.
ANULOM VILOM PRANAYAMA (ALTERNATE NOSTRIL BREATHING)
Sit comfortably, close one nostril, inhale, then switch nostrils while exhaling and inhaling. This pranayama technique balances the brain hemispheres, enhancing focus.
SURYA NAMASKAR (SUN SALUTATION)
Namaskar improves overall flexibility and energizes the body, promoting mental alertness.
TRATAKA DHYAN
Trataka meditation is a yogic technique involving focused concentration on a single point, commonly a candle flame. Rooted in ancient practices, it aims to still the mind and enhance concentration. Practitioners sit in a comfortable position, gazing at the chosen point without blinking. This simple yet potent method promotes mental clarity, heightened state of awareness. Beyond its psychological benefits, it is believed to cleanse and improve eyesight.
TIMES ALL INDIA RANKING SURVEY 2024
The objective of this research was to identify and rank Top Engineering Colleges in India. The survey had three major modules to arrive at the analysis and final ranking i.e. Desk Research, Perceptual and Factual survey (Participatory Survey)
For detailed Research Methodology turn to page 4
DRIVING CHANGE IN EDUCATION WITH INNOVATION AND IMPACT
A midst the multifaceted challenges in India's educational landscape, a compelling imperative emerges for pragmatic solutions prioritising real-world experiences and global perspectives, thereby setting a transformative course for higher education. Recognising nuanced demands precipitated by technological shifts, Alliance University, Bengaluru endeavouring in pioneering innovative initiatives.
BRIDGING EDUCATION AND INDUSTRY
Strategic partnerships with industry leaders such as Apple, IBM, ABB Robotics, Unity and Kalvium integrate latest technological advancements with higher education, preparing students for successful careers in engineering and beyond. Foremost among these initiatives is Silicon city’s pioneering work-integrated B. Tech. program, which seamlessly integrates practical learning and work experience into the curriculum while empowering students with stipends ranging from Rs. 15,000-40,000. Additionally, the emphasis on researchbased learning at the undergraduate level on an international scale adds a distinctive edge to the educational experience.
VIBRANT EVENT CALENDAR
Serving as a crucible for intellectual exchange and collaboration, Alliance University hosts a plethora of thought-provoking events such as the Alliance Literary Festival, TedX Alliance, AI & Society Confest, HR Conclave, and Legal Conclave catalysing ideas and exchanges among industry stalwarts, academics, and students, stimulating innovative thinking, and fostering interdisciplinary collaboration.
STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS TO ENHANCE LEARNING
Evolving with the demands of the current era, Alliance University has forged strategic partnerships, including collaborations with Coursera, providing avenues for learning and development with Ivy League universities while facilitating credit transfers. The initiative extends to welcoming Ivy League faculty to the University, enriching and expanding the horizons and outlook of students and reaching global benchmarks of education.
EXPANDING HORIZONS
Through a rich tapestry of global partnerships with over 80 renowned universities worldwide, Alliance University provides enriching cross-cultural exchanges through semester exchanges, summer internships, and international transfers. These partnerships are aimed at diversifying perspectives through an international outlook and crafting astute global citizens ready to navigate
the complexities of a globalised world.
FUTURE-READY LEARNING
In tandem with these initiatives, Alliance University adopts a Gen AI and techinfused approach for academic purposes enabling learners to stay abreast of the myriad specialties AI brings, thereby ensuring that the talent pool remains up to date in an ever-evolving landscape.
The blueprint for addressing entrenched challenges within educational systems is exemplified at Alliance University, rooted in practicality and innovation. By championing realworld experiences, global perspectives, holistic development, and the infusion of Gen AI and technology, Alliance University is making meaningful contributions to society's advancement and progress.
For more details visit: Alliance University Address: Chandapura Anekal Main Road, Anekal, Bengaluru – 562 106, Karnataka Phone: +91 80 4619 9000 / 9100 / +91 80 4129 9200 Website: https://www.alliance.edu.in/
Email Id: enquiry@alliance.edu.in
Shaping Careers For The World Stage
The dream of a young professor to make available quality professional education to the students of Odisha at their doorstep has culminated in the blossoming of the Institute of Technical Education and Research (ITER) in Bhubaneswar into a centre of superlative technical education.
The 28-year-old institute, which began in a rented premises in 1996-97 with only 118 students, has become one of the most sought after engineering colleges today for students of Odisha and other states. It has gained prominence for its quality teaching, stress on research, focus on job creation and skill development.
Today ITER is a constituent institute of Siksha ‘O’ Anusandhan Deemed to be University (SOA) which has earned a name for itself as one of the front ranking universities in the country. SOA was ranked 15th by the National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) in 2023. It has also been re-accredited with A++ grade by NAAC in 2022 and conferred with Category I Graded Autonomy which provides freedom and flexibility to innovate, adapt and excel in education and research.
The university has also figured in the QS and Times Higher Education (THE) world rankings in 2024.
“ITER is the tiny seed planted years ago which has grown into a huge educational edifice today where the focus is on quality education and focused research so that the students passing out from the institution can shine wherever they Manojranjan Nayak, Founder President of SOA.
Prof. (Dr.) Nayak, while nurturing ITER into its present standing, went on to set SOA umbrella imparting education in medical sciences, dental sciences, pharmaceutical sciences, biotechnology, management sciences, legal studies, nursing, hospitality and tourism management, agricultural sciences and veterinary sciences.
ITER, which was ranked 27th in the country by NIRF in 2023, offers undergraduate, post-graduate and doctoral programs in engineering and technology, computer application and basic sciences. The institute’s focus has been on job cre- ation and skill development with its graduates--spread out across the world--working for governments and global companies or running their own enterprise.
ITER has also been bracket for engineerand ranked in the 601-University Subject Rankings in 2024.
SOA’s modern research infrastructure boasts of 20 research centres and 60 research labs with nearly 1,500 researchers actively engaged in doctoral and postdoctoral level research work. The university has more than 12,000 Scopus Indexed research papers to its credit with an h-Index of 109.
As regards to placement, majority of the students who passed out from ITER in 2023 have found employment with global companies. The major recruiters are Microsoft, Dell, Deloitte, IBM, HCL, Samsung, Comviva, Ericsson, Jio, PwC and Finastra.
SOA encourages and promotes incubation and start-up activities through the Incubation (SOACII) to patronize entrepreneurial endeavours. Recently it has received approval for the establishment of the ATAL Incubation Centre (AIC), an initiative of the Niti Ayog of Government of India.
For more details, visit www.soa.ac.in
EMPOWERING TOMORROW'S LEADERS THROUGH INNOVATIVE EDUCATION
HKBK College of Engineering, Bengaluru, renowned for its commitment to academic innovation and quality, offers a diverse array of undergraduate, postgraduate, and doctoral programs in engineering and management.
HKBK fosters an environment where learning is not just a process but an enjoyable experience. The institution located conveniently opposite Manyata Tech Park, ensures a cosmopolitan atmosphere on its serene campus.
HKBK holds prestigious accreditations such as NBA and NAAC. The faculty members dedicated to teaching and research, provide personalised attention to students, guiding them towards academic and professional success.
With advanced facilities including libraries, discussion rooms, playgrounds, and laboratories, HKBK offers holistic learning, conducive to intellectual growth and exploration. The institution has consistently achieved great passing results and university ranks.
HKBK boasts strong ties with industry leaders, offering students opportunities for real-world research, internships, and placements. Collaborations with renowned organisations ensure hands-on experience and exposure in latest technology and business advancements.
HKBK’s robust placement cell facilitates interactions with over 200 employers annually. Companies like Wipro, Infosys, Dell and esteemed defense service organizations actively seek HKBK graduates.
Thus, HKBK has emerged a dynamic hub of learning, innovation, and opportunity, empowering students to realise their fullest potential and emerge as leaders in their chosen fields.
For more details, contact: HKBK College of Engineering Address: 22/1, Opp Manyata Tech Park, Nagawara, Bengaluru 560045 Contact No: 90355 22311 Email: admissions@hkbk.edu.in Website: https:www.hkbk.edu.in
Shaping futures with experience and expertise
Since 2001, B.N.M. Institute of Technology (BNMIT) has emerged a prominent institution in Karnataka, under the philanthropic and visionary leadership of Founder and Managing Trustee, N. Raghunath Rao Maanay, and Founder Secretary, Prof. Sunanda P. Jadhav, further enhanced by Secretary, Narayan Rao R. Maanay.
Attaining autonomy in 2021, one of the premier institution with a lush campus offers undergraduate programs in Computer Science, Electrical & Electronics, Electronics & Communication, Mechanical, Information Science, and Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning, alongside M.Tech and MBA programs.
BNMIT's infrastructure includes Wi-Fi network, digital classrooms, laboratories, Centers of Excellence, skill labs, conference/seminar halls and auditorium.
The outcome-based education system employs projectbased teaching–learning techniques, which emphasise skill development. Centres of Excellence and Engineering Exploration Lab and Experiential Learning Lab help carry-out projects effectively.
The career and professional development cell has structured training programs, ensuring remarkable placement of eligible students across over 150 companies with attractive salary packages.
For more details contact: BNM Institute of Technology 12th Main Road, 27th Cross, Banashankari 2nd stage, Bengaluru, Karnataka 560070 Call: 8867703274/75, 8867754415/16/17/18/19/20, 9606009791/93, 9972190363, 8147087272, 8147097272 Email: principal@bnmit.in Website: www.bnmit.org
HIGHLIGHTS:
● Ranked in the Band "Performer" under "Colleges/Institutes (Private / Self-financed) (Technical)", and in the 26-50 bracket by ARIIA
● Ranked 151-300 in NIRF innovation category
● All eligible programs have NBA accreditation
● "A" grade certification from NAAC
● Listed among the top 100 institutions in India by reputed publications
● LMS and Microsoft Teams for online education
● QS IGAUGE* awarded BNM Institute of Technology with a Diamond College Rating
FOR THE CRITICAL THINKERS OF TOMORROW
HARIDWAR UNIVERSITY: CULTIVATING TOMORROW’S VISIONARY TECHNOCRATS AND ENTREPRENEURS THROUGH MULTIDISCIPLINARY IMPECCABILITY
Best University Award by Hon'ble CM, Govt. of Uttarkhand
Inspired by the vision of Make in India/ Skill India, coherent with the rapid digitization and enhancing start-ups, Haridwar University is way ahead in mentoring the students to become world class technocrats & entrepreneurs with integrity, professionalism and ethics. Based on NEP 2020, Students are made richer in cognitive skills, reasoning, innovation and keeping pace with the current trends with multidisciplinary approach.
Multidisciplinary studies have now overlapped the trend of 21st century with its wide range of transformational perspectives. HU is quite aggressive in pro- viding demand led and competency-based study, instead of following conventional pattern. Critical thinking skills are developed to jump across disciplinary boundaries. This makes the students well equipped in flexibility, adaptability, PBL and solving skills, using latest technology to become outstanding achievers, leaders and stakeholders. Needless to say, that it’s focus on purposefulness, EQ, instead of IQ alone and mindfulness is a unique feature of the University teaching, making it a temple of learning, flexibility and revolution.
Collaboration with the well-known corporations like NASSCOM, L&T EDU has inspired the students with valuable inputs, practical experiences in real world problem solving. L&T has been conducting short term & long-term value-based courses, not only to make academic professionals in latest technology but also industry ready. L&T is infusing knowledge in AI, Python, Cyber security, ML, etc. to the students which will encourage to fulfil the needs of the day. To cultivate a strong culture of entrepreneurship, starts-ups and incubators besides a focus on research and innovation, University is running programs like MBA Global, Retail & Pharma Management which are accepted globally. MBA Global are assumed to have assured placement letter. Final outcome of all these efforts is reflected by the placements. Their students are regularly getting placed with a remarkable record placement, the highest package offered as of 85 LPA with an average package of 6 LPA.
Haridwar University is proud to embrace technology as an enabler of education. They are committed to provide the students with cutting edge tools, latest programs and platforms, ensuring that they are equipped to lead in the digital future and fulfil the dream to make India a “Vishwaguru”.
For more information, contact: Haridwar University www.huroorkee.ac.in M: +91 98010 12345, 75001 02111
CA S.K. Gupta, Chancellor
The Academic Odyssey: Nurturing Brilliance, Fostering Change
Image is for referral graphical representation only
Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology, nestled in the vibrant city of Chennai, stands tall as a testament to academic brilliance and social responsibility. Established in 1987 by the visionary founder Chancellor Dr. Jeppiaar, the institution has since flourished under the dynamic leadership of Dr. Mariazeena Johnson, Chancellor, and Dr. Marie Johnson, President, along with a cadre of dedicated Vice Presidents and faculty members.
With a diverse array of academic programs spanning Engineering, Science, Technology, Architecture, Law, Pharmacy, Dental, Nursing, Management, Arts, and more, Sathyabama Institute has firmly established itself as one of premier academic and research university in India. Recognized by esteemed bodies such as the National Accreditation and Assessment Council and accredited with the highest grades by NAAC, the institution's commitment to excellence is evident in its rankings and ratings, both nationally and internationally. Sathyabama is a hub for groundbreaking research and innovation. With state-of-the-art facilities and a focus on interdisciplinary collaboration, the institution has fostered an environment conducive to pushing the boundaries of knowledge. The Sathyabama Centre for Advanced Studies, a sprawling establishment spanning 60,000 sq.ft, stands as a testament to the institu-
tion's dedication to advancing the frontiers of science and technology. Furthermore, Sathyabama's global International Research Centre and Sathyabama Research Park, attracting talent from around the world to engage in cutting-edge research. With numerous research centers working in tandem, the institution boasts an impressive track record of technology trans-
fers, patents, and publications, solidifying its position as a leader in research and innovation.
In addition to academic and research excellence, Sathyabama Institute prides itself on its commitment to social welfare and community development. Under the stewardship of Dr. Mariazeena Johnson, the institution has spearheaded numerous initiatives aimed at uplifting the underprivileged and marginalized sections of society. From providing scholarships to supporting orphanages and rural schools, Dr. Johnson's vision of inclusive education and empowerment permeates every facet of the institution.
Dr. Mariazeena Johnson's unwavering dedication to social causes has garnered widespread recognition, both nationally and internationally. Her tireless efforts in promoting education and women's empowerment have earned her accolades such as being named among the "Top 12 Women Transforming India" by Niti Aayog and the UN. Additionally, she has been honored by the then President of India for her outstanding contributions to societal development.
As Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology continues to soar to greater heights of academic quality and social impact, it serves as a beacon of hope and inspiration for the future generation of leaders and changemakers. With its ethos of innovation, inclusivity, and social responsibility, Sathyabama remains steadfast in its mission to create a brighter and more equitable world through education and research.
Dr. Mariazeena Johnson, Chancellor
BRIDGING WORLDS: ENGINEERING'S BOUNDLESS REACH
Hindustan Institute of Technology and Science (HITS) is a prestigious NAAC A+ accredited Deemed-to-be-University renowned for its academic excellence, research, and innovation. Established in 1985 by the visionary Dr.KCG Verghese, HITS has emerged as one of the leading institutions in Southern India, offering diverse programs across various disciplines. The Institution led by the Chancellor Dr. Anand Jacob Verghese, HITS has achieved global recognition through his visionary leadership, upgrading infrastructure, enhancing programs, and forging partnerships with renowned institutions worldwide. Dr. Verghese's strategic direction has earned him several prestigious awards, including the 21st Century Millennium Award for Education and the Visionary Leader Award, reinforcing HITS's reputation nationally and internationally.
HITS AS A BRAND IS IMPRESSIVE AND REPUTED IN THE FIELD OF HIGHER EDUCATION, COULD YOU ELABORATE ON THE ENGINEERING PROGRAMS OFFERED AT HITS?
HITS provides diverse engineering programs, including Aeronautical, Aerospace, Automobile, EEE, ECE, Mechanical, Mechatronics, and more. Nine programs are accredited by the IET, UK, and ten by the NBA, India, ensuring industry-standard quality and relevance.
IT'S EVIDENT FROM THE ACCREDITATIONS THAT INDUSTRY RELEVANCE IS A PRIORITY AT HITS. HOW DOES THE INSTITUTION ENSURE THAT ITS CURRICULUM ALIGNS WITH THE LATEST INDUSTRY TRENDS AND PRACTICES?
Our curriculum evolves through collaboration with industry, integrating real-world insights and skills. Partnerships with IBM and ENAC showcase our commitment to cutting-edge trends. Collaboration with GARC underscores our dedication to industry relevance.
HOW ABOUT THE FACILITIES AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS?
Our top-notch facilities include advanced labs, workshops, and research centers. For instance, our Aero department offers aircraft hangars, flight simulation tech, and a vast library with 1.2 million resources. Currently, students are developing KCG Verghese SAT, a satellite project in collaboration with ISRO.
CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT THE INSTITUTION'S FOCUS ON INNOVATION AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP?
Innovation and entrepreneurship are core values at HITS. Our incubation centers nurture groundbreaking ideas. HITS boasts over 124 patents, 5489 publications, and 24,450 citations. Initiatives like Hindustan Technology Mission drive innovation in areas like Semiconductor and Quantum technology, emphasizing collaboration and industry partnerships.
IN THIS MODERN WORLD, WHAT ARE THE GLOBAL SUSTAINABILITY EFFORTS UNDERTAKEN AT HITS?
Sustainability is a key focus for HITS. We align our actions with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and actively contribute to global efforts through various initiatives. Our rankings in the Higher Education Impact Rankings reflect our commitment to sustainable campus initiatives, clean energy, and responsible consumption.
WHAT ABOUT INDUSTRYACADEMIA COLLABORATION?
HITS is committed to nurturing robust Industry-Academia Collaborations and over the years, we have forged more than 150 MoUs with esteemed educational institutions, industries, and organizations in over 42 countries. These partnerships play a pivotal role in facilitating internships, guest lectures, curriculum enrichment, and industry-sponsored research projects, providing students with invaluable hands-on experience in real-world engineering settings.
FINALLY, COULD YOU SHARE SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF HITS'S ACHIEVEMENTS AND STUDENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS?
HITS offers unique facilities such as aircraft hangars, flight simulation tech, underwater robotics, and communication research centers. These resources, in collaboration with industry giants like IBM, Royal Enfield, and Qmax, provide students exceptional opportunities for engineering exploration. Notably, HITS and Qmax have partnered to establish the eHITS center, focusing on test engineering and capacity building for the electronics industry.
For Further Details Contact : Hindustan Institute of Technology & Science No: 1 Rajiv Gandhi Salai Chennai-603103,India. Phone:+91-44-2747 4262 Toll Free: 1800 425 4438 Email: info@hindustanuniv.ac.in Website: www.hindutanuniv.ac.in
Dr.Anand Jacob Verghese, Chancellor, Hindustan Institute of Technology and Science
NUDGING YOUNG TALENT TO THEIR TRUE CALIBRE
Learning to embrace change at Maharaja Surajmal Institute of Technology
Prof. (Dr.) Archana Balyan, Director, MSIT
Affiliated to GGSIPU AICTE approved NAAC ‘A’ grade , all courses (CSE,IT,ECE,EEE) are NBA accredited. Established in 2001 under the aegis of Surajmal Memorial Education Society, New Delhi.
AWARDS & RANKINGS
● Engineering Education Excellence Award by the Institute of Engineers (India) in December 2021
● A+ Engineering College by State Fee Regulatory Committee Delhi
● Ranked No.1 among top engineering colleges in Delhi and 2nd in North zone by one of the leading media house in 2023.
NATIONAL COLLABORATIONS
● Collaborated with ONGC, Delhi for setting up Centre of Excellence in AI, ML & IOT
PLACEMENTS AND INTERNSHIPS
● Excellent placements in global companies like Google, Microsoft, Amazon, ZS, Accenture, Infosys, etc. with highest salary package of 50 LPA offered by Microsoft (2024 batch)
● Outstanding internship track record having lucrative internship Microsoft, 40K/month by Adobe etc.
For more details visit www.msit.in and follow @msitnewdelhi on Linkedin, Twitter, Instagram, Facebook
INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATIONS
● Organized 2nd International Conference on Artificial Intelligence and Applications (ICAIA-2024) on March 19-20, 2024 in collaboration with WIT, Boston, USA & springer
● Signed MOU with WIT, Boston for student projects, graduation pipeline, seminars, conferences etc.
SIGNIFICANT ACHIEVEMENTS
● 25 Gold Medalists in GGSIPU, Delhi
● 02 students obtained AIR-11 and AIR-105 in GATE-2024
● 03 students selected in UPSC-2023 (AIR-74, AIR-129 & AIR-1004)
● 02 students were in team of Chandrayaan-3, launched by ISRO in 2023
● Faculty and students are both actively involved in publishing research papers in SCI, SCIE SCOPUS, ESCI indexed journals, research projects, funded research labs, patent grants etc.
Kaptan Singh, President, SMES
Ajit Singh Chaudhary, Secretary, SMES
RE-INVENTING TEACHING AND LEARNING IN CLASSROOMS THE GALGOTIAS ACTIVE LEARNING ECOSYSTEM
Active Learning in progress at the iOS Development Centre powered by Apple and Infosys at Galgotias University.
Galgotias University, one of the prominent university in India, has taken significant strides in integrating active learning methodologies into its engineering curriculum. This innovative approach not only revolutionizes how students learn but also significantly enhances their educational experience and prepares them for realworld challenges. Here, we explore the multifaceted benefits of this educational shift initiated for the first time in India by Galgotias University.
Enhanced Understanding and Retention
At Galgotias, Active learning transcends traditional lecture methods by engaging students in activities like problem-solving, group discussions, and University, this approach has proven particularly effective in teaching complex engineering concepts. By actively participating in the learning process, students develop a deeper understanding of the subject matter. Studies suggest that students retain information better when they are actively involved in the learning process, a critical advantage in fields as demanding as engineering. Almost every lab at Galgotias is aligned with the Industry with the iOS development center powered by Apple and Infosys being the newest addition.
Development of Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving Skills
Engineering is a discipline that thrives on innovation and problem-solving. Active learning at Galgotias University encourages students to think critically and solve real-world problems. By working through actual engineering challenges during their studies, students sharpen their analytical skills, which are essential for any successful engineer. This practice not only prepares them for their future careers but also instils a mindset geared towards innovation and continuous improvement. As a result, multiple startups have been founded at Galgotias.
Increased Student Engagement and Motivation
Traditional lectures can sometimes lead to disengagement and passive learning. However, active learning strategies employed by Galgotias University keep students engaged and motivated. These methods often require participation, collaboration, and interaction, which make the learning experience more enjoyable and stimulating. Engaged students are typically more motivated to learn and succeed, which is evident in the increased attendance rates and higher academic performance at the university.
Improved Teamwork and Communication Skills
Engineering projects often require teamwork, and employers highly value engineers who can effectively collaborate and communicate. Active learning environments, like those at Galgotias University, foster the development of these soft skills. Students regularly work in teams, which helps them learn how to communicate their ideas clearly, listen to others, and perform effectively in a group setting. These skills are crucial in professional settings where teamwork is often the key to success.
Better Preparation for the Workforce
One of the most significant benefits of active learning is how well it prepares students for the engineering workforce. Galgotias University's approach to active learning includes industry collaborations, internships, and project-based tasks that simulate realworld engineering work. This exposure ensures that students are not only academically prepared but are also familiar with the practical aspects of engineering work, making them highly valuable to potential employers.
Conclusion
Galgotias University's adoption of active learning methodologies in its engineering courses represents a forward-thinking approach to education which is the reason the university has been climbing Indian and International rankings year after year. 5 programs of Galgotias University are accredited by Accreditation) out of which 3 programs are from Engineering, namely CSE, ME & ECE & 1 from MBA & Pharmacy. The University has received a record breaking applications via CUET making Galgotias one of the most sought after university in India.
For more information visit: https://www.galgotiasuniversity.edu.in
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY TOP ENGINEERING COLLEGES IN INDIA
Continued from page 1
Desk research
This module was a secondary research module. A comprehensive list of engineering colleges was generated with the help of the internet, magazines, and other publications. The various sources used for the generation of the engineering college list included:
● List of colleges/ universities from previous surveys
● A discussion with industry experts to add/delete any college to ensure we have a comprehensive list
However, it is not possible to get an exhaustive list of colleges and include them in the survey. To give equal chance to all, we had an option of adding any new college name in the survey form if any respondent mentioned any college name outside our list. Effectively, every engineering college had a chance of getting covered in the survey if their name was mentioned by the respondents.
Perceptual Survey
In this Module, a structured questionnaire was administered to selected respondents including HR professionals, faculty, alumni, current students, and aspiring students to arrive a ranking and rating of engineering colleges. The sample selection was done using convenience, referral, and snowball sampling methods though the sample was spread out geographically to get better representation. More than 2000 sample survey was conducted across key cities. The geographical spread of the sample was ensured by selecting multiple starting points spread across the cities.
The following key parameters were covered in Perceptual Rating
● Infrastructure
● Faculty
● Course Curriculum
● Industry Interaction
● Pedagogy
● Research Orientations & focus.
● Global Exposure
● Placement
● Overall Brand Value
Factual Survey- In this module, more than 1500 engineering colleges were sent the factual data questionnaire and then rigorously followed up through different modes such as telephone, email, and even face-to-face if required.
The factual data sheet was focused on the following information areas:
● General information of the college: Establishment,College type, Affiliation, etc.
● Courses offered & number of seats.
● Infrastructure
● Faculty
● Intellectual capital
● Industry interface
● Placement
● Potential to network
● Exchange programs & Global exposure
● Research Orientation & focus.
● Alumni chapter
Analysis: Final Ranking of Engineering Colleges A robust approach was followed to arrive at the finalrankings. The step-by-step process is given below:
● Factual Score
● The information collected corresponded to similar parameters as in the perceptual survey.
● A detailed scoring system was developed for each parameter.
● The raw scores were weighted by their importance to arrive at weighted scores.
● Perceptual Score
● Ratings on various parameters
● Calculating the importance of various parameters to arrive at weights for each parameter – we used a regression model to arrive at the importance of various parameters.
● Calculation of raw scores and weighted scores for each parameter.
● Calculation of overall score for each college using importance weights.
● The final rank was calculated for all those Engineering colleges that had shared the factual data.
● Also, the list of top 30 colleges who scored high in Perceptual (but did not submit factually) were listed in alphabetical order.
Some caveats:
● Only those colleges who participated in the Factual Survey have been ranked in all modules.
● If the GAP between institutes is found to be very low, both institutes are awarded the same rank in all modules.
● Institutes government-funded/ getting grants are considered as Government Institute.
● Relatively newer colleges that have less than 5 batches Emerging Engineering College List.
Note: Present survey has been exclusively conducted by an independent Research Agency named Avance Insights Pvt Ltd using stated methodology for arriving at given rankings. The publication house and its affiliates/ employees/authorized representatives/group companies are not responsible/ liable for the said rankings. Readers are advised to take an informed decision before acting upon the survey rankings.
About Avance Insights Pvt Ltd (Avance Insights)
Avance is a new age strategic research and consulting firm founded by Industry experts from diverse academic and Industry background. Avance leverages advanced technologies to provide actionable insights to power client’s businesses in realtime. Avance has an eco-system where clients’ interests are aligned with the best-in-class tailored made solutions.
Avance has executed assignments spanning large scale surveys in Healthcare, Agriculture, Livelihood, Education, Water and Sanitation, Rural Development Sector, Financial Inclusion, Air Pollution, Climate Change, FMCG, IT & ITes, Automobile, Retail, Fashion, Food & Beverages, Tourism etc.
The team behind the company’s success is a mix of experts, experienced Industry veterans and dynamic young professionals which makes a perfect combination of knowledge, experience, and cutting-edge technology.
Avance has PAN INDIA Network and covered entire part of country successfully.
Avance Insights is a corporate member of MRSI and follows the MRSI code of conduct while conducting all its research projects. For more information about the company please visit www.avance-india.in
EMPOWERING TOMORROW'S LEADERS WITH INNOVATION AND ACADEMIC PROWESS
CMR University (CMRU) estaboffers a dynamic learning environment across a comprehensive range of academic disciplines.
Aiming for Academic Diversity
At CMR University, students are offered a vast array of academic disciplines to explore, including architecture, design, engineering, law, management, economics, commerce, social sciences, humanities, education, and scidelve into their passions while gaining a holistic education. academic interests and follow their passions can sit for the CMR University Admission Test (CMRUAT). This test serves as the gateway for securing the postgraduate courses.
DCCC Empowering the Future
The Department of Common Core Curriculum (DCCC) at CMR University equips students with essential 21st-century competencies. Integrated with stuemphasises career readiness, societal contribution, and self-awareness with- in a global context.
IIC Igniting Excellence
CMR University fosters a culture of innova- tion with its Institution's Government of India, the IIC spearheads numerous initiatives to nurture innovation and entrepreneurship within the campus community.
Training and Placement Centre
CMR University's Training and Placement Centre, led by seasoned professors, is committed to fostering career-ready graduates. Recognising the evolving demands of the corporate world, the centre actively prepares students for professional success.
Aim Higher with ACCP
Programme (ACCP) empowers high school students across various academic backgrounds to pursue advanced certifications and credits in specialised fields, thereby enhancing their academic profile. Open to students across various boards of study, ACCP offers a range of courses for enrollment. Upon successful completion, participants receive certificates, marking their achievement in this innovative initiative.
Nurturing Student Excellence
The Office of Student Affairs (OSA) at CMR University fosters student growth through LEAP—Learning, Engagement, and Advancement Programmes. With a focus on co-curricular activities and student-centric environments, OSA cultivates leadership, community, and diverse opportunities, empowering students to thrive academically and personally.
Success Beyond Classroom Boundaries
Students discover a world beyond textbooks at CMR University through the dynamic array of clubs, where they can delve into new skills, nurture passions, or connect with like-minded peers. From arts to entrepreneurship, there are clubs for every interest, to shape the campus experience and forge lasting connections.
By fostering creativity, innovation, and ethical leadership, CMR University shapes the leaders of tomorrow who will drive positive change in our society.
For more information, call +919342900666 or visit: www.cmr.edu.in
Global Campus: Diverse academicdisciplines for a globalized world
East Point Group of Institutions is one of the premier multidisciplinary academic hub, epitomizing the essence of a global campus in East Bangalore. Established in 1997 by the visionary Dr. S.M. Venkatpathi, and operating under the M.G. Charitable Trust, East Point's rooted in humanity, collective learning, and sustainable living. Its sprawling 100-acre campus, aptly named "Jnanaprabha," serves as a vibrant melting pot where over 10,000 students from across India and the world to foster a culture of academic excellence and innovation.
CHOOSING THE RIGHT INSTITUTION
Choosing the right college is a crucial decision that can significantly impact academic and professional journey.
SV Rajiv Gowda, Trustee & CEO East Point, with its distinctive fusion of diverse academic disciplines and a global student community, empowers students to excel in an ever-glothem for the myriad challenges and opportunities beyond the institution's gates.
For more details, contact: East Point Group of Institutions East Point Campus -“Jnanaprabha”
Virgo Nagar Post, Bidarahalli, Bengaluru-560049, Karnataka Phone: +91 7204229999 Website: www.eastpoint.ac.in Email: admissions@eastpoint.ac.in
Institutions under East Point Group of Institutions:
● East Point College of Medical Sciences & Research Centre
● East Point Medical College Hospital
● East Point College of Engineering & Technology
● East Point College of Higher Education
● East Point College of Management
● East Point College of Nursing
● East Point School of Nursing
● New Royal College of Nursing
● East Point College of Physiotherapy
● East Point College of Pharmacy
● EPCMS & RC-Allied Health Sciences
● East Point Pre-University CollegeJnanaprabha Campus
● East Point Pre-University College-Academy Campus
● East Point School
Why aspirants are flocking to take admissions here?
● Great Training & Placements n Corporate Connectivity
● Value Added Programs
● Rankings and Recognitions
● Diverse Academic Offerings
● Green Campus
● Beyond Curriculum
● Holistic Development
● Student Mentoring
● Research & Innovation Initiatives
SV Pramod Gowda, Trustee & CEO
SV Rajiv Gowda, Trustee & CEO
Preparing for the professional world
Indrashil University – Industry focus education with state of the art facilities
Indrashil University was established in 2017 as a philanthropic initiative in education for the society by founding Chancellor Dr. Rajiv I. Modi in the loving memory of his parent, founders of Cadila Pharmaceuticals Limited, an Indian multinational pharmaceutical company. It was the dream of the founder of Cadila, Indravadan A. Modi, to provide quality education to the society, has conceptualized the establishment of the Indrashil University.
University offers various programs at Engineering, Science, Pharmacy as well as Management Schools with clear focus on industry driven education at UG, PG and PhD level with state of the art research oriented laboratory facilities at campus. Complementing its academic and research endeavors, university has a strong focus on placement and career readiness. The university's dedicated placement cell, with ties to 200+ well-known companies, ensures that students are well-prepared for the professional world, by providing placement assistance to all its eligible students.
The university's state-of-the-art facilities, including sophisticated laboratories encourages students to pursue career in Research in diversified areas of science and technology. Platforms like Student Start-up and Innovative Policy (SSIP) and Atal Incubation Centre (AIC) provides an opportunity to the students to nurture their ideas and with industry focused able mentorships helps them to convert their idea into the effective business, by preparing students for entrepreneurial journey.
Indrashil University has signed MoU’s with foreign universities with the prime objectives of assisting students to develop global professionalism. Under these students exchange programme, students who fulfil the criteria, can earn credits from foreign universities with dual degree.
Indrashil University welcome students to have the 360 degree exposure to build career as per their dreams and mark their presence in this competitive world.
A TESTAMENT OF HIGH STANDARDS
Dr. M.G.R. Educational and Research Institute remains steadfast in its mission to provide high-quality education
Dr. M.G.R. Educational and Research Institute has a storied history of quality and dedication to education. This institution began its journey 36 years ago with Dr. M.G.R. Engineering College, established to uplift both rural and urban communities. This commitment soon expanded, leading to the founding of Thai Moogambigai Dental College and Hospital in 1991.
In 2003, these pioneering institutions were conferred Deemed to be University status, collectively known as Dr. M.G.R. Educational and Research Institute. The university continued its growth with the inclusion of A.C.S. Medical College and Hospital in Chennai in 2008, further expanding its impact on medical education. Another milestone was achieved in 2019 when Raja Rajeswari Medical College and Hospital in Bengaluru joined the university's ambit. Most recently, Sri Lalithambigai Medical College and Hospital started serving the public with the necessary approvals from the National Medical Commission in 2021, reflecting the university’s response to the increasing demand for healthcare professionals.
The Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) recognized Dr. M.G.R. Educational and Research Institute with GRADED AUTONOMY STATUS in Category II, a testament to its standards of academic and administrative quality.
Today, the university is home to over 35,000 students from across India and abroad, including Sri Lanka, Malaysia, and Switzerland. It offers a diverse range of programs across fourteen faculties, including Engineering & Technology, Dental Surgery, Medicine, Nursing, and Law, supported by a faculty of 6,000 members and over 10,000 non-teaching staff.
The university's commitment to excellence is reflected in its accolades and accreditations. It boasts an “A+” Grade (3.48 out of 4) from the National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) and has several departments accredited by the National Board of Accreditation (NBA) and internationally by the Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET). Its 92nd ranking in the University category, 23rd in Dental, and 27th in Architecture in the 2023 NIRF rankings underscore its academic prowess.
Dr. M.G.R. Educational and Research Institute has been recognized as a 'Band A' institution in the Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievement (ARIIA) and is the first university in India to receive ISO 21001:2018 accreditation from TUV, Germany.
The university’s medical colleges, including A.C.S. Medical College and Hospital and Sri Lalithambigai Medical College and Hospital in Chennai, and Rajarajeswari Medical College and Hospital in Bengaluru, are at the forefront of medical education and healthcare services. Both A.C.S. and Rajarajeswari colleges have been accredited by the National Accreditation Board for Hospitals (NABH), ensuring quality healthcare services.
Leading this esteemed institution are luminaries such as Prof. R.M. Vasagam, a Padma Shri awardee, and Dr. S. Geethalakshmi, the current Vice Chancellor. Their leadership continues to guide the university towards new heights of educational quality.
Dr. M.G.R. Educational and Research Institute remains steadfast in its mission to provide high-quality education and produce graduates who are innovators and leaders, poised to make significant contributions to society.
For further details contact: Dr. M.G.R. Educational and Research Institute (Deemed to be University) Periyar E.V.R. High Road, (NH 4 Highway) Maduravoyal, Chennai 600 095 Fax: 91 44 2378 3165 Ph: +91 44 2378 2176, +91 44 2378 2186, +91 44 2378 2085 Email at : contact@drmgrdu. ac.in Website: www.drmgrdu.ac.in
Er. A.C.S. Arunkumar, President B. Tech (Hons), LMISTE, MIEE, LMCSI, CENG
Technical Education A Custodian of Holistic Contentment
IMS Engineering College, Ghaziabad, has been an insignia of boundless legacies for the last 22 years, consolidating it as one of the reputed college in NCR, affiliated with Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Technical University, Lucknow. IMS Engineering College is ranked "5th Best Engineering College in Uttar Pradesh" by the Indian Institutional Ranking Framework (IIRF) in the Private Engineering College Sur- vey 2023-24. Moreover, it stands at position 4th as "Best Engineering College in Uttar Pradesh" by the Competition Success Review Engineering College Survey initiative taken by CSR-GHRDC2023-24. In the "Innovation category, for All India Ranking, IMS Engineering College, Ghaziabad is positioned in the Band of 151-300 by NIRF survey 2023-24".
An ideal institution is that has a Unique Selling Proposition (USP) for creating a niche through technology-driven thought processes and is known for its quality education, centre of excellence, innovative teaching pedagogy, placements, and other creative efforts. IMS Engineering College is committed to excel its competitors in all the mentioned adjectives.
Thus, a minimum criterion has to be drawn for enabling parents and students to make a prudent decision at the right time. One of the essential and foremost parameters to evaluate an institute is having accreditation with NAAC and NBA. IMSEC deserves to be the epitome of success in this criterion, too.
Placement is the buzzword. The number of companies visiting the campus for the placement drives, multiple offers a candidate has, and the maximum and average salary package being offered. Are adequate PDP modules being taken care of to harness candidates' soft skills to secure the best placements the Industry can offer? IMS leaves no stone unturned to acquire milestones in this arena, either.
The manifestations encompass the understanding of its responsibility towards the environment. Adopting green technology triggers for the conservation of the environment. The wastewater treatment plant assists in gardening and cleaning purposes. Installing solar panels enables the procuring of electricity requirement without tarnishing the environment.
Therefore, IMSEC can be defined as an embodiment of success gateway to attend a sustainable holistic growth for its students and the community as well.
Amity University Gurugram spread across 110-acres, is ranked #94 amongst the top universities in India (NIRF) and is India’s only and Asia’s 2nd University to be awarded LEED (USA) Platinum certification Green campus
Want to boost your brainpower? Try these 5 effective exercises
BRAIN GAMES FOR SMARTER THINKING
We all want to be super smart, right? Well, here are some cool things you can do to make your brain stronger. It's like turning your brain into a superhero! These exercises might take some practice, but once you get the hang of them, you'll feel like you can do anything. Let's check out some fun ways to use your brain more and make it super strong!
PUZZLES AND GAMES
Ever tried puzzles or games that make you think? They're like little challenges for your brain. You can start with simple puzzles, like putting together pieces, and as you get better, you can try more complicated ones like sudoku or crosswords. These games are like a workout for your brain – they make you better at solving problems and remembering things.
READ REGULARLY
Reading is like magic for your brain. It's not just about knowing things; it's also about being open to new ideas. Reading challenging books helps you learn new words, understand things better, and think more. So, pick up a good book, and let your brain explore new worlds.
LEARN SOMETHING NEW
Learning new stuff is like giving your brain a super boost. Whether it's playing a musical instrument, speaking a different language, or getting good at something crafty like embroidery, it makes your brain work hard. And guess what? Learning new things actually changes your brain in a good way, making it even smarter.
TALK AND PLAY WITH OTHERS
Having cool convergames with friends is a fun way to make your brain stronger. It could be talking about interesting stuff, doing quizzes, or just having a good chat. These things help you talk better, things, and make new friends.
FUN BRAIN GAMES
Some games can actually make your brain sharper. There are games that challenge your memory, help you solve problems, and make you think quickly. These games are like little brain workouts, making your brain stronger and better at remembering things.
EMPOWERING STUDENTS WITH PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE
Pimpri Chinchwad Education Trust (PCET) is one of the trusted brands since 1990, providing exemplary quality education from KG to Ph.D. It is spread across 100 acres at 4 campuses. PCET is known across the country for notable placements, research, and academics. PCET offers professional courses like Diploma, B.E, B.Tech, B. Voc, B.Arch, MBA, PGDM, MCA, M.Tech, Ph.D., etc. (M.Tech students get scholarships (subject to conditions)
The learning experience at PCET institutes is enhanced by their modern infrastructure, advanced equipment, and passionate faculty members, ensuring students receive a quality education. The institutes provide the finest professional environment for students, industry oriented trainings, sports, co & extracurricular activity, cultural activities, various competitions this is helping the students to prove their talent for technical & non-technical events at state & national level competitions.
Approximately 140 MOUs have been signed for industrial training purposes with national & multinational companies. Institute conducts mandatory Japanese and German Language courses.
ENGINEERING COLLEGES OF PCET GROU
1) Pimpri Chinchwad College of Engineering (PCCOE), Nigdi, Pune 2) Pimpri Chinchwad College of Engineering & Research (PCCOE&R), Ravet, Pune.
3) Nutan Maharashtra Institute of Engineering & Technology (NMIET), Talegaon, Pune
4) Pimpri Chinchwad University’s School of Engineering, Pune.
PCET group is known for quality education resulting in significant placements, strong industry institute partnerships, disciplined academics, remarkable academic results, research & innovation outcomes. Continuous encouragement to students & faculty for innovation, research & development has resulted in approximately 450 Patents and 450 Copyrights being filed; around 2,500+ research papers are published by faculty & students. The institutes are consistently getting ranked at reputable positions by standard national ranking agencies and leading media houses.
CENTRAL PLACEMENT CELL
Around 600 companies conduct campus placements every year for PCET institutes. Central Placement cell has placed many students in the last few years in reputed companies like Uber, VMware, Interactive Brokers, Josh Software, Value Labs, TIAA, Schlumberger, Accenture, Persistent, Altimetrik, KPIT, Wipro, Birlasoft, and many more. To date, many students not only from Maharashtra but from India got benefited by attending over 100 Pool Campus/Off campus recruitment drives.
CAMPUS PLACEMENT DRIVE:
● Highest package Job offer to PCET Student from Uber with 61 Lacs CTC
● PCET Student Rahul Badgujar bagged an annual package of 36 Lacs
PCET has started a state-private university which is enacted as ‘Pimpri Chinchwad University’ through the Govt. of Maharashtra Act No. V, 2023. Pimpri Chinchwad University is a milestone project of PCET and aims to transform students into trailblazers of tomorrow.
For more details visit: www.PCET.org.in, www.PCCOEpune.com, www.PCCOER.com, www.pcu.edu.in, www.NMIET.edu.in,
EV Revolution at Top Engineering and Management College
Gen. V.K. Singh, Minister of State for Road Transport and Highways, and Pankaj Agarwal Vice Chairman, GL Bajaj Educational Institutions Greater Noida/ Mathura inaugurating the EVM Centre of Excellence at GL Bajaj campus
Dedicated to promoting innovation and academic brilliance, GL Bajaj Institute of Technology and Management has redefined engineering education in Uttar Pradesh and Delhi/NCR. GL Bajaj stands at the forefront of engineering prowess, offering a spectrum of programs including B.Tech, M.Tech, MBA, and MCA.
A culture of innovation floats in GL Bajaj. It has established state-of-the-art labs and specialized centres of excellence, like the NVIDIA AI and Learning Research Centre in turn setting the stage for research and development. To promote the electronic vehicle revolution in the campus, the college has established the EVM Centre of Excellence in collaboration with its alumni Alok Tripathi, Director EV Minda. The centre was inaugurated by Gen.V.K. Singh, Ministry of Civil Aviation. Its commitment to encouraging entrepreneurship is very well evi- dent through initiatives like the AICTE Idea Lab and the EVM Centre of Excellence in Electric Vehicle Technology, inaugurated by Gen. V.K. Singh. The Incubation Centre at GLBajaj has incubated 63 startups, under the Department of IT & Electronics, Govt. of UP, to date which is the highest in Private colleges.
Global collaborations and exposure are integral to its ethos, providing students with a diverse and enriching academic experience. Through international alumni meets held in London and Dubai, international conferences, and partnerships with renowned institutions worldwide, they ensure that its students are prepared for the career ahead on the global stage.
Its outstanding placement record speaks volumes about the quality of education and skills provided at GL Bajaj. With an average salary package of Rs. 7.35 LPA and placements in top tech international giants like Walmart, Cadence, Palo Alto, Flipkart, Swiggy, ServiceNow, and Microsoft, etc. the students take up promising career revolutions at both National and international stage.
Beyond academics, they prioritize the overall development of the students. From organizing mental health conclaves with spiritual leaders like Sadhguru to cultivating a vibrant campus life with extracurricular activities, they seek to create well-rounded individuals balanced for success in every aspect of life. Recently, leaders like Bill Gates, Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh Yogi Adityanath, Member of Rajya Sabha Dr. Sudhanshu Trivedi, Song and lyrics writer Manoj Muntashir graced GL Bajaj and filled students with the spirit to grow in life and work for the betterment of society through innovations in science and technology. Along with them, Bollywood actors Vicky Kaushal, Sanya Malhotra, singer Sunidhi Chauhan and Sukhwinder Singh, and comedian Gaurav Gupta interacted and entertained students.
At GL Bajaj, they are not just shaping engineers; they are cultivating future leaders, innovators, and entrepreneurs. With the right blend of innovation, global exposure, and development, they are carving a path for a brighter tomorrow.
Pankaj Agarwal, Vice-Chairman of GL Bajaj Educational Institutions appreciated by Nitin Gadkari, Minister of Road Transport and Highways at the E-Mobility Conclave
INTEGRATED LEARNING FOR COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT IN EDUCATION
“In the journey of parenthood, we shape not only our children's future but also the world they will inherit."
Choosing the right engineering college is pivotal for a student’s future. Key aspects to consider include education quality, faculty expertise, and industry connections. "The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams." Empower your child's dreams by selecting an institution that fosters growth and innovation. JSPM's Rajarshi Shahu College of Engineering (RSCOE), an autonomous institute, is renowned for its commitment to excellence.
RSCOE has featured in rankings that depict its consistent performance in 2023. The institute has received several accolades on a state and national level. These accolades affirm our dedication to academic excellence and innovative education.
The institute offers a range of traditional programs such as Mechanical and Civil Engineering, alongside Computer, Electrical, Electronics, IT, Computer Science & Business Systems (in collaboration with TCS), and Automation & Robotics. Postgraduate courses include VLSI and Embedded Systems, Mechanical Design, and Civil Structures. All undergraduate programs have received accreditation from the National Board of Accreditation (NBA), New Delhi, four times. Recently, three postgraduate courses have also been accredited by the NBA.
Aligned with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, RSCOE, as an autonomous institution, crafts course curricula and instructional approaches that align with industry demands and student aspirations. This ensures that the institute produces engineers who are well-prepared for professional roles. Collaboratively developed with multinational corporations like TCS, KPIT, Bentley Systems, Veritas, and institutions such as IIT Ropar, Key laboratory facilities include the MAC Lab, Automation Robotics Lab by Genetics, and Embedded and Linux Labs by KPIT, all integrating cutting-edge technologies into the learning experience.
Last 4 years, RSCOE is delivering several number of offers on consistent basis, from reputable organizations. More than five students have completed internships in Taiwan, some evolving into prestigious fellowships for postgradua- tion. Additionally, several students have received internship opportunities with a high stipend.
RSCOE has established MoUs with industry leaders and foreign universities including the University of Pahang, Malaysia, and KMITL, Thailand. The institute also offers foreign language courses, enhancing global employability.
RSCOE’s robust industry-institute interaction and strong industry relations have ensured exceptional performance despite market recessions. This steadfast commitment to collaboration and engagement has distinguished RSCOE, promising bright career prospects for budding engineers.
“Embrace the remarkable journey ahead, where each step fuels your passion for engineering and propels you towards success.”
For more details visit: www.jspmrscoe.edu.in or Contact: +91 81494 36756
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TO SUCCEED IN A COMPETITIVE ENVIRONMENT
ISBM College of Engineering Preparing students for real-world challenges and opportunities
ISBM College of Engineering Established in the year 2010 by Dr. Pramod Kumar is one of the best Engineering College in Pune. It is Accredited by NAAC grade of B++ a constituent of People’s Empowerment Group. It has a rich history of producing competent professionals who are able to succeed in a competitive environment.
The vast list of ISBM COE Alumni holding leadership roles in companies across the globe is a testimony to this fact. ISB&M is spearheaded by Dr. Pramod Kumar, an internationally acclaimed Management Expert and Educator. He was previously associated with institutes like XLRI, IIM-Ahmedabad and Symbiosis. ISB&M faculty are graduates of the top Management and Engineering Institutes of India such as IIM's, XLRI, FMS and SP Jain. ISB&M has campuses in Pune, Kolkata and Bengaluru and over 24 years has created a strong reputation for itself in the field of education.
ISB&M OPERATING PHILOSOPHY AS PREACHED AND PROMULGATED BY DR KUMAR
● Always look for and follow the best practices and standards
● Maintain national and global character
● Teach students how to succeed in the corporate world
LEARNING WITH OBJECTIVE:
● Build Professional capabilities to serve value & resourceful life
● Be informed over issues & research to build your conceptual and information capabilities
● Develop intellectual and professional competence through intellectually engaging processes
● Communication & Articulation overcome your hesitation & express your thoughts.
● Action Orientation learning programme
● Personal proficiency development through workshops, adventure sports, debates & business strategy plans
BACHELOR OF ENGINEERING (BE) DEGREE PROGRAMS, APPROVED BY AICTE – DELHI, MAHARASHTRA GOVERNMENT & AFFILIATED TO SAVITRIBAI PHULE PUNE UNIVERSITY.
● Computer Engineering
● Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning
● Artificial Intelligence & Data Science
● Mechanical Engineering
● Electronics & Telecommunication Engineering
● Computer Science Engineering
● Electronics & Telecom- munication Engineering (VLSI & DESIGN TECHNOLOGY)
● BBA
● BCA
For more details contact -ISBM College of Engineering Call-7410769206 Visitwww.isbmcoe.org
Dr. Pramod Kumar
DRIVING INNOVATION, NURTURING TALENT
DK. Mohan, Chairman, Cambridge Group of Institutions
Cambridge Institute of Technology (CIT) was established in 2007 under Umesh Education Trust. The autonomous institution at K.R. Puram is affiliated to Visveswaraya Technological University Belagavi, approved by AICTE and accredited by NAAC with A+ grade.
CIT offers eight UG programs and four PG programs. The four UG programs are computer science and engineering, electronics and communication engineering, electrical and electronics engineering, information science and engineering are accredited by NBA.
CIT primarily focuses on different pedagogical tools, ICT enabled teaching and experiential learning. The institute is successfully implementing OBE to impart quality education and achieve academic excellence. CIT has established advanced research labs on emerging technologies to promote a research culture in the campus. The full-fledged CCCIR on campus focuses on training students in niche areas and opportunities to work on sponsored and funded projects.
Consultancy projects worth about Rs 50 lakh worth are executed by the institute in collaboration with industries and Fortune 500 companies and projects worth Rs 45 crore are being sponsored, funded and implemented at advanced research labs. CIT is working towards building a sustainable eco system with a focus on innovation, incubation and entrepreneurship, nurturing 10 startups and supporting students through a special program called CHOSSCambrian House of Student Startups. The institute has collaborations with Samsung, Synopsys, Eos and many more.
CIT also encourages students to participate in extracurricular, co-curricular and sports activities in addition to technical competitions.
The talent transformation department works towards career guidance, soft skills and skill enhancement training.
The “zero waste campus” places strong emphasis on best practices of sustainability. CIT has on-campus industry labs in collaboration with leading organizations, and intensive training programs which provide students an opportunity to work on live projects.
Thus, CIT prepares students to emerge global citizens and leaders in their respective fields.
For more information contact: Cambridge Institute of Technology, Jai Bhuvaneshwari Layout Rd, SR Layout, Chikkabasavanapura, Krishnarajapura, Bengaluru, Karnataka 560036 Contact: 91-9731998888, +91-9880801188 Email: admissions@cambridge.edu.in Website: https://engg.cambridge.edu.in/
FOSTERING QUALITY TECHNICAL EDUCATION FOR FOUR DECADES
In an era characterised by rapid technological advancement and global interconnectedness, it is imperative for technical education to be globally competitive. Such competitiveness ensures that students are equipped with the skills, knowledge, and mindset necessary to not only keep pace with the ongoing technological revolution but also actively contribute to it.
BLDEA's Vachana Pitamaha Dr. P. G. Halakatti College of Engineering and Technology (BLDEACET), Vijayapura, is hailed as one of the prestigious technical institutes in Karnataka. BLDEACET was established in the year 1980, by a century old philanthropic trust, BLDE Association Vijayapura, with a mission to provide high quality technical education to students belonging to every section of the society. BLDEACET is affiliated to Visvesvaraya Technological University (VTU), Belagavi and approved by AICTE New Delhi. BLDEACET is one of the few institutes in which all eligible undergraduate programs are accredited by NBA (National Board of Accreditation)
New Delhi. The institute is also accredited by NAAC (National Assessment and Accreditation Council) with A+ grade.
BLDEACET is among the best engineering colleges in India and is a dream institute for many budding engineers. The distinguished alumni have occupied coveted positions in several national and international organisations and industries. The well planned, beautiful and eco-friendly landscaped campus adds to the inspiring and nurturing BLDEACET has industry supported labs and centers of excellence in all departments, in association with national and international organisations.
The institution has a team of highly qualified, learned and dedicated faculty with expertise in all major disciplines of engineering and technology, who are a constant source of inspiration for the students. BLDEACET follows outcome based education and experimental learning. The scholarly research and innovation work of the faculty is published in peer reviewed and refereed journals. The outcome of the research is used for strengthening and nurturing problem-solving skills of the students.
The academic activities of the institute are focused in moulding students, so that they become renowned technocrats, successful entrepreneurs, competent leaders, innovative scientists and researchers. Apart from academics, the institution inculcates social values and social awareness through co-curricular activities, sports and cultural activities. BLDEACET has established strong industry links and collaborations with premier research organisations. The training and placement cell of the institute continuously strives for overall development of students. Numerous reputed industrial and consultancy corporates visit the institute for recruitment and the students bag stellar profiles and packages.
For more information contact: Dr. V.G. Sangam Principal Address BLDEA’s V.P. Dr. P. G. Halakatti College of Engineering & Technology, Vijayapur-586103 Contact: 08352-261120, Email: principal@bldeacet.ac.in, Website: www.bldeacet.ac.in
For Admissions Contact: +91 95133 98031/ +91 95133 98032
Over two decades of promoting quality engineering education
M. S. Engineering College (MSEC) established in 2002 under the M. S. Educational Trust, led by K. Muniswamy Raju, Founder President and Sudarshan Raju, Secretary, has been committed to providing quality technical education. The institution located near Bengaluru International Airport, on an eco-friendly campus extending across over 25 acres, offers UG courses, PG courses and PhD programs in engineering, approved by AICTE and affiliated to VTU.
MSEC offers a Wi-Fi enabled campus with advanced infrastructure including R&D centers, skill labs, innovation labs, ED cells, sufficient numbers of computer labs, smart classrooms and LCD projectors and exclusive seminar halls with AV systems.
Over the past 20 years, MSEC has grown into an institution of significance and is among the leading institutions in India for technical education offering modern facilities and collaboration with some of the leading industries and research organisations. MSEC has received over 2 crores funding from DST, IEDC, VGST, AICTE and other leading MNCs in the establishment of center of excellence and is imbibing industrial culture among students. Over 6 companies are incu- bated on campus and more than 15 patents were published, few were granted, India’s first VLSI design software, India’s first real time virtual lab. MSEC is a NAAC accredited and ISO 9001:2015 certified institution.
For more details visit M.S Engineering College, Navarathna Agrahara, Sadahalli PO, Near Bangalore International Airport, Bengaluru PIN-562110 Contact Number:9342842666, 9343399909, 08041215454, 9845677099 Email Id: admissions@msec.ac.in Website: www.msec.ac.in
Chief Patron Late K. Muniswamy Raju
For a global perspective
Shri Ram Group, Jabalpur -Academic quality and commitment to fostering future leaders
Shri Ram Group, established in 2001, is one of the leading institutions in Jabalpur, MP, known for its academic quality and commitment to fostering future leaders. The Shri Ram Institute of Technology, founded under the mentorship of Dr. Shiv Prashad Kosta, a renowned scientist and former Director of ISRO, has grown rapidly over the past 23 years, initially with 245 students on a 10-acre campus.
At present the group's 60-acre campus, home to 11 in-stitutes and over 15,000 students, offers a diverse range of courses, including B.Tech, M.Tech, B. Pharma, M.Pharma, D. Pharma, MCA, MBA, BA, B.Com, B.Sc, BBA, BALLB, and LLB. The Computer Science Engineering (CSE) and Electronics and Communication Engineering (ECE) programs are accredited by NBA.
The group has received numerous accolades, including an AAA ranking from Careers 360, a Top-T School 2024 by one of the leading national magazines, and recognition as one of the best colleges in Mahakoshal region and Madhya Pradesh. The Chancellor's Award for Merit is consistently awarded to students.
In 2024 alone, several top companies visited the campus, resulting in numerous offer letters being issued from reputed MNCs. The group has established significant MOUs with Shri Ram College, Delhi, and top MNCs to enhance industry-institute interaction.
The group's global perspective ensures students are equipped to excel in an interconnected world. Join the alumni and explore the diverse programs and state-of-the-art facilities at Shri Ram Group, Jabalpur.
Dr S P Kosta Director General, Shri Ram Group
6 High-paying career options after studying robotics
In the rapidly evolving technological landscape in India, Robotics engineering stands at the forefront of innovating and reshaping industries that constitute our daily lives and work environments. Robotics is an interdisciplinary engineering field which focusses on the design, development, and implementation of robots and automated systems. It combines principles from mechanical engineering, electrical engineering, computer science and software engineering to create intelligent machines capable of performing self-directed or human-guided tasks.
Robotics is a growing field with a vast array of exciting career opportunities.
If you're passionate about this intersection of technology and engineering, a robotics degree can open doors to highpaying jobs. A BTech in Robotics Engineering provides individuals with the in-depth knowledge and skills required to lead such technological advancements. Here are 6 high-paying career options to consider after your degree in Robotics.
ROBOTICS MACHINE LEARNING ENGINEER
As a Robotics Machine Learning Engineer, your primary responsibility is to bridge machine learning and robotics, developing intelligent systems capable of learning and adapting to various scenarios. You design algorithms and models that enable robots to acquire new skills, make decisions based on data, and continuously improve their performance. This involves implementing and fine-tuning machine learning algorithms, integrating them into robotic systems, and ensuring their seamless interaction with the physical world. Your work contributes to creating robots that can autonomously navigate, perceive their environment, and handle complex tasks, making a significant impact on the field. The average salary for this role ranges from INR 12 to 18 lakhs per year, reflecting the specialized skill set and the demand for expertise in both machine learning and robotics.
DEVELOPER OF ROBOTICS SOFTWARE
In the role of a Robotics Software Developer, your focus is on creating software solutions that power robotic applications. You design, implement, and maintain the software architecture that controls the functionality of robots, ensuring their smooth operation and responsiveness. Your responsibilities include coding algorithms for motion control, sensor integration, and commuCollaborating closely with hardware engineers, you play a crucial role in translating the conceptual design of robots into functional software code. The competitive salary, averaging from INR 9 to 14 lakhs per year, reflects the significance of your role in the development and optimization of robotics software.
SCIENTIST IN ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE ROBOTICS
As a Scientist in Artificial Intelligence Robotics, you engage in cutting-edge research at the intersection of AI and robotics. Your responsibilities include exploring innovative approaches to enhance the intelligence and autonomy of robotic systems. This involves designing and experimenting with advanced algorithms, machine learning models, and neural networks to enable robots to understand, learn, and adapt in real-world environments. Your work contributes to pushing the boundaries of what robots can achieve, from advanced perception and decision- making to human-robot interaction. The substantial average salary ranging from INR 15 to 25 lakhs per year reflects the high level of expertise and innovation required in this research-intensive role.
PROJECT MANAGER FOR ROBOTICS
As a Robotics Project Manager, your key responsibilities revolve around overseeing the planning and execution of robotics projects. This includes defining project goals, creating timelines, allocating resources, and coordinating the efforts of a multidisciplinary team. You ensure that projects are delivered on time, within budget, and meet quality standards. Additionally, you act as a liaison between technical teams and stakeholders, communicating project progress and addressing any challenges that may arise. Your leadership and coordination skills are paramount in guiding the successful implementation of robotics projects. The impressive average salary, ranging from INR 18 to 25 lakhs per year, reflects the strategic role you play in driving the success of robotics initiatives.
CONSULTANT IN ROBOTICS
As a Robotics Consultant, your expertise is sought after by businesses seeking effective and innovative robotics solutions. You analyze the specific needs of clients, provide insights into the application of robotics in their industry, and offer recommendations for implementing tailored solutions. This role requires staying updated on the latest advancements in robotics technology and understanding how it can be strategically applied to address business challenges. Your ability to communicate complex technical concepts in a way that is accessible to nontechnical stakeholders is crucial. The annual earnings for a Robotics Consultant range from INR 14 to 20 lakhs, reflecting the value placed on your specialized knowledge and advisory role.
ENGINEER FOR DRONES
In the role of a Drone Engineer, you specialize in the design and development of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs). Your responsibilities encompass the entire lifecycle of drone technology, from conceptualization and design to testing and implementation. You work on creating efficient and reliable drone systems, integrating cutting-edge technologies for navigation, communication, and data capture. This role requires collaboration with multidisciplinary teams, including hardware engineers, software developers, and regulatory compliance experts. The average salary for a Drone Engineer ranges from INR 10 to 16 lakhs per year, reflecting the demand for expertise in this niche field and the impact of drone
CREATING TODAY’S PIONEERS AND TOMORROW’S LEADERS
Since 1970, New Horizon Educational Institution (NHEI), has been one of the most premium institutions in India, providing holistic education ranging from kindergarten to higher education.
New Horizon College of Engineering (NHCE) is a Technical Institution under NHEI with autonomous status, permanently affiliated to Visvesvaraya Technological University (VTU), approved by the AICTE and UGC. It is accredited by NAAC with ‘A’ grade and all eligible UG courses are accredited by the NBA. NHCE offers BE, M.Tech, MCA, MBA and Ph.D programmes. Engineering courses offered include CSE, CSE (AI&ML), CSE (DS), ISE, ECE, ME and EEE.
Located in the heart of Bengaluru, NHCE is surrounded by MNCs and IT giants such as Intel, Accenture, Capgemini, ARM, Symphony, Wipro, Nokia, JP Morgan and Cisco and more. The scenic and serene campus provides an environment conducive for personal and intellectual growth. The superior infrastructure facilitates effective curriculum delivery. Students are given utmost encouragement in their areas of interest with hi-tech facilities, including 16 industry supported centres of excellence, backed by trained faculty support. The institute prioritises innovative programs that include both traditional classroom theory and professional skills training. Strong impetus is placed on overall personality development of students with emphasis on soft skills. Students are supported through mentoring and counselling systems. The management offers scholarships to meritorious students.
NHCE, understands and respects their role as educators. From the moment students walk into the campus, they are well guided to understand strengths and choose an area of functional specialisation, so they concentrate their efforts and energies to gain a competitive edge. NHCE has a unique distinction of achieving full admissions in all its courses year after year.
NHCE has established its self-funded incubation centre — New Horizon Council for Innovation Incubation and Entrepreneurship (NHCIIE), CIN: U88900KA2023NPL178028, a Not-for-Profit License (NPL) Company under Section 8(1) of the Company Act, 2013, as Incubation/Pre incubation facility. It has dedicated infrastructure facilities like workspaces, innovation lab, and discussion rooms with built-up area of more than 3000 sq. ft., a separate space for ED Cell of over 700 sq. ft. and IPR Cell of over 600 sq. ft.
NHCIIE fosters a vibrant ecosystem for the innovation and provides a unique platform for the students, alumni and faculties of NHCE to fulfil their academic dreams and develop independent thinking to achieve goals of life. They encourage innovative ideas of students and nurture and provide a positive direction, while handholding and mentoring real innovators and successful entrepreneurs.
For more details, contact: New Horizon College of Engineering New Horizon Knowledge Park, Bellandur Main Road, Near Marathahalli, Bengaluru, Karnataka Call: 9686692014 Email Id: ed_admissions@newhorizonindia.edu
Website: https://newhorizoncollegeofengineering.in/
Dr. Mohan Manghnani, Chairman, New Horizon Educational Institution
SRMIST’S STUDENTS EXCELLING: HEADING TOWARDS PAR EXCELLENCE
SRMIST – Offers one of the finest quality technical education to India’s youth
SRM Institute of Science and Technology – India’s pre-eminent destination for higher education in engineering, technology, medicine, law, management, science, arts and agriculture, continues to be a top-rated institution.
Established by one of the trailblazers of higher education in India, Dr. T R Paarivendhar, a unique multi-disciplinary institution, SRMIST develops an industry-oriented curriculum that keeps students updated on current global industry trends. An A++ NAAC accredited instituted and UGC/MoE Category I university with 12 B status, SRMIST, with its progressive and visionary outlook, continues to provide the best for students.
SRMIST has been ranked by NIRF-2023 under various categories University (18), Engineering (28) and Architecture (14), Pharmacy (15), Medicine (20) and Dental (6). The institution is ranked by QS in the world university rankings and rated by QS with ‘4 Star’ globally and awarded the highest Platinum rating by India centric QS-IGUAGE.
AT THE FOREFRONT OF RESHAPING EDUCATION
The institution functions from five campuses in the country: Kattankulathur in Chengalpattu, Ramapuram and Ramapuram Part (Vadapalani) Tiruchirappalli with a combined land area of about 460 acres with a built-up area of over 12 m sq. ft.
These campuses have over 70,000 students, including more than 1000 international students from 64 countries pursuing graduate, post-graduate and doctoral programs in engineering & technology, medicine & health sciences, science & humanities, management, law, hotel management and agricultural sciences.
The curriculum and syllabus are outcomebased with specialised programmes in emerging areas like AI & ML, and Data Science at graduate level and also offers 5 year M.Tech integrated engineering programmes.
At Kattankulathur, four engineering programmes are accredited by NBA, five by ABET, USA (www.abet.org) and another four by IET, UK. All engineering, srchitecture, MBA, MCA programs are approved by AICTE and health sciences programs are approved by various Indian statutory bodies. Every year, around 300 meritorious students, visit reputed universities abroad for a semester of study, under the Semester Abroad Program (SAP) through over 230 MoUs partnership collaborations across the global universities.
There are 53 hostels that accommodate close to 20,000 students and infrastructure includes stateof-the-art classrooms, laboratories, studios, conference halls, seminar rooms, open workspaces, computer labs, etc. The central library houses over 3 lakh books, 40,777 e-books among other e-journals and journals. A fleet of 125 buses commutes students within the city. For all-round development of students, indoor stadium, synthetic courts, football and cricket grounds, gymnasium, other indoor and outdoor sports facilities are available.
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
SRMIST has established Sir C.V. Raman Research Park with modern equipment costing approximately Rs. 125 cr and is engaged in advance research in frontier areas with more than 600 research projects at an approximately 300 cr and several projects are sanctioned by the govt. and private agencies every year.
SRM Medical College Hospital and Research Center has been selected by ICMR to conduct clinical trials on COVID-19 vaccine. It houses a quality simulation centre – one of the largest in South Asia.
To help researchers, SRMIST has established a high performance computing facility with 73 teraflops. SRMIST is a green, clean, and energyefficient campus. Solar energy is one of the major sources of power in the institution. The energy generated is used to power solar water heaters and solar steam cooking installed in hos- tels. Battery-driven vehicles are also available in the institution.
PLACEMENTS
The Career Centre plays a vital role in making SRM a favoured destination for many national and international firms to recruit fresh talent. Students get opportunities across wide range of industries and companies visiting the campus every year with attractive salary packages and profiles to match students’ expectations.
SRMIST comes first to the minds of recruiters especially during the placement season. The process is enhanced every year by constantly exploring opportunities to engage with corporates through multiple touch points including faculty development programs, curriculum development, establishing centres of excellence, hackathons, seminars, competitions, etc.
RECORDS THIS YEAR
● 1515+ Recruitment Drives
● 11,637+ Job offers (SRM Group)
● 3765+ Dream, Super Dream Offers
● 112+ offers of 20 Lakhs+
● Students from Occupational Therapy & Speech
Therapy received 50+ international offers of 72,000 USD
INDUSTRY AWARDS
SRMIST has received several recognitions that are of National and International importance. This QS-4 Star rated institute has been the recipient of:
● STEM Impact Award
● AICTE-CII Award for Best Industry Linked
Institution for Electrical Engineering and Allied Institute
● CII Industrial Intellectual Property Award
LIFE AT SRMIST
4000 capacity AC auditorium, boys and girls hostels with premium facilities on campus including ATMs, bookstores, dining options, cafeterias, prayer halls, gym and more. The students are engaged with community radios, student clubs, cultural events, fitness centres and prayer halls.
SCHOLARSHIPS
Every year 63% of students avail themselves of various scholarships to the tune of Rs.50 Crores
ADMISSIONS
For students/parents who need support and guidance, the university counsellors can be contacted via Helpdesk: 080 6908 7000, from Monday to Saturday (except public holidays), between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. or by email to admissions.india@srmist.edu.in.
A Bird's Eye View of SRM Campus, Kattankulathur
Dr. T R Paarivendhar, Chancellor, SRMIST
Curriculum designed for the future
Igniting Passion, Crafting Engineers at REVA University
REVA University stands as a beacon of quality and distinction within the educational landscape of India. Founded as the REVA Group of Institutions in 2003, it earned the esteemed status of a university in 2012, a testament to its rapid growth and commitment to education. Situated in Bengaluru, REVA has been at the forefront of delivering technology-driven education across the nation, setting new standards of academic achievement since its inception.
Today REVA is one of the most advanced and premier destinations for quality and fineness in technical education. With its advanced specialisations, modern academic infrastructure, an esteemed panel of faculty with rich industry experience, and placement models that attract great packages from top MNCs, REVA University has bagged several prestigious rankings and has consistently attracted top recruiters. Under Chancellor Dr. P. Shyama Raju's guidance, vision, and mission, REVA University has gone far and beyond in its holistic approach to learning.
EXPERIENCE ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY AT REVA
Engineering remains one of the most sought-after courses offered at REVA. Programmes are imparted through different schools of engineering making it an integrated and specialised learning environment. REVA has schools of Civil, Computing & Information Technology, Computer Electronics & Communication, and Electrical & Electronics at the undergraduate, and post-graduate levels. There are also certificate and diploma Research studies have become the aspirational goal for education at the University, with various Ph.D. pro- grammes and an extremely supportive environment for scholars to excel.
INDUSTRY-RESILIENT CURRICULUM AND INNOVATIVE PEDAGOGY AT REVA
The Faculty of Engineering at REVA University has progressed with time and has aligned with the demands and needs of the industry. To make sure that the students are upskilled and career-ready, REVA University has adopted an industry-resilient curriculum and an innovative pedagogy. The introduction of new programmes in Computer Science & EngineeringIoT & Cybersecurity including Blockchain Intelligence and Machine Learning, B.Tech. in Artificial Intelligence and Data Science, and B.Tech. in Robotics and Artificial Intelligence, B. Tech. in Computer Science and Engineering (Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning), B.Tech. in Agriculture REVA’s forward-thinking approach to education. These programmes align with the contemporary needs of the industry and provide students with the knowledge and skills necessary for emerging fields.
REVA University also has a state-ofthe-art infrastructure with a real-time, industry-like lab setup that provides students with a hands-on learning experience. This approach allows students to apply theoretical knowledge in practical scenarios, enhancing their understanding and readiness for realworld challenges. The Faculty of Engineering at REVA University is committed to staying at the forefront of education in the technical realm, ensuring that its students are well-prepared for successful and impactful careers in their respective fields.
For more information: Visit-REVA University , Rukmini Knowledge Park, Kattigenahalli, Yelahanka, Bengaluru -64 WEBSITE-www.reva.edu.in Call90211-90211 E-mailadmissions@reva.edu.in
Dr. P Shyama Raju, REVA University
Embracing Industry 4.0 and Beyond
Presidency University Bengaluru, renowned for its commitment to rigor and innovation, is rapidly carving a niche for itself in the dynamic educational landscape of India. The lush green sprawling campus stands as a proud emblem of ultra-modern and state-of-the-art infrastructure.
Presidency University boasts a unconventional curriculum that integrates the principles of Industry 4.0 and its evolution, Industry 5.0. This translates to courses that equip students with the skills and knowledge critical for success in the technology-driven landscape. Classrooms go beyond traditional learning, incorporating core programming languages to advanced topics like cybersecurity, cloud computing, artificial intelligence, machine learning, Big Data, robotics, internet of things and automation – providing a robust foundation for successful careers in a variety of industry sectors.
Presidency University recognizes that a well-rounded education goes beyond just academics. The university actively fosters a research-oriented environment, encouraging students to collaborate with renowned faculty on projects that push the boundaries of knowledge. This hands-on experience not only strengthens critical thinking and problem-solving skills but also makes students a strong contender for the job market and contribute to the advancement of their chosen fields.
Imagine interning with financial support at a prestigious foreign university or participating in student exchange programs – all designed to broaden perspective and equip students with a global mindset. Partnering with prestigious internships that expose students to diverse work cultures and industry practices, broadening skillset, cultivating a global mindset, making students highly sought-after by multinational companies.
Presidency University stands as a beacon of progress and innovation offering a rich tapestry of programs through the Schools of Computer Science and Engineering, School of Engineering, School of Information Science, School of Management, School of Law, School of Design, School of Commerce and School of Media Studies. The University boasts a bustling campus life of more than 17,000 students who add to the diversity and vibrancy of the institution.
As the University grows and sets new benchmarks, the engineering courses remain committed to nurturing the next generation of engineers who will lead the way in solving the world’s most pressing challenges. While Computer Science Engineering is the flagship program, the University offers a comprehensive range of academic disciplines Engineering, Petroleum Engineering, and more.
With 48 years of legacy of academic quality and a strong vision for the future, Presidency is not just an institution; it is a launchpad for the innovators and leaders of tomorrow.
For more details visit Presidency University Itgalpura, Yelahanka, Bengaluru 560064 Contact 9022092222 Email id – admission@presidencyuniversity.in Website – presidencyuniversity.in
IGNITING MINDS AND REALISING DREAMS
One of the Premier Technical Institution in Eastern India
Technical education has paved the way for realising the dreams of thousands of young minds by shaping their future in the realm of technology all over the world. India, being a forerunner of technical education, strives to achieve unparalleled heights in the forthcoming era of technology. In India's technical education sector, GITA Autonomous College has emerged as one of the leader over the past two decades. Founded in 2004, the institution currently has over 4,000 students enrolled and a stellar staff who are actively involved in research and development. Situated in Bhubaneswar, the capital city of Odisha, the college has distinguished itself by offering its students and other stakeholders an unmatched educational experience.
The institution is approved by AICTE, Ministry of Education, Govt. of India. It has been accredited by the National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) at “A” grade with 3.30 CGPA since 2015. Additionally, it has been accredited by the National Board of Accreditation (NBA) and approved as a Scientific and Industrial Research Organization by DSIR, Govt. of India. The college has also been ranked by NIRF for the years 2017, 2018, 2021 and 2022. The MSME, Government of India has also approved the college as a Host Institute for Incubation Centre. The institution, among 49 other colleges all over India, has been selected by AICTE for establishing an IDEA Lab in the year 2021 to facilitate the students and faculty to “engage, explore, experience, express and excel” as desired by the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India in the wake of the release of National Education Policy 2020.
With autonomous status bestowed by (UGC), endorsed by the Government of Odisha and Biju Patnaik University of Technology (BPUT), GITA Autonomous College stands at the forefront of educational innovation and autonomy.
Since its inception, GITA has been steadfast in nurturing the holistic development of students, emphasizing acaresearch. Over the years, the institution has strived to provide a learning environment that encourages the acquisition of technology and skills to prepare the students for success in the global job market which is evidenced by remarkable place- ment records. GITA's collaborations with Bhubaneswar, KEMPPI India Pvt. Ltd., and Wipro Technologies underscore its dedication to enhancing capacity and quality in education.
With a comprehensive array of UG, PG and Ph.D. programs, including M. Tech, MBA and MCA, GITA continues to shape equipped with state-of-the-art laboratories and a steadfast dedication to excellence.
For details, visit, www.gita.edu.in
GITA Autonomous College: An Overview
● Cutting-edge laboratories, enriching students' experimentation and holistic conceptual comprehension
● Diverse array of educational opportunities 12 UG Courses & 08 PG Courses featuring M. Tech., MBA, MCA and Doctoral programs
● Accredited by NAAC at A grade with 3.30 CGPA since 2015
● Accredited by NBA since 2014
● Recognized as a Scientific and Industrial Research Organization by DSIR, Government of India
● Approved as a Host Institute for Incubation Centre by MSME, Government of India
● Ranked among the top Engineering Colleges in India in 2017, 2018, 2021 and 2022 by NIRF
● Granted Autonomous status by UGC for a period of ten years, commencing from 2020-21 session
● AICTE sanctioned IDEA Lab in 2021 fostering experiential learning, creativity and innovation
EMPOWERING STUDENTS THROUGH IMPACTFUL HIGHER EDUCATION
Dr. Lavu Rathaiah, Chairman Vignan Educational Institutions
Backed by an educational legacy spanning 47 years, Vignan University, comquality higher education. With a student base of 45,000 drawn from across Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, the institute stands as a testament to visionary leadership and strong commitment.
For the academic year 2024–25, Vignan University offers a wide range of programmes across different disciplines. In the School of Computing & Informatics, students can pursue Computer Science, Information Technology, Artificial Intelligence, and more. Communication Engineering offers proEngineering, Electronics & Communication Engineering, and Biomedical Engineering. The School of Core Engineering programmes Engineering, Civil Engineering, and Textile Technology. The School of Biotechnology & Pharmacy. The School of Law & Management programmes includes BA.LLB (Hons), BBA.LLB (Hons), BBA, and MBA. The School of Agriculture and Food Technology are offer diverse programmes in Agricultural Eng., B.Sc. Agriculture. The School of Applied Sciences & Humanities offers Science programs in Mathematics, Statistics, Computer Science, and many more. Vignan University also offers diploma programmes, Ph.D. programmes, Distance & Online Education, and coaching for civil services aspirants.
Vignan University over the years has garnered impressive rankings and accreditations. It ranked 75th in the NIRF rankings in 2023 and holds an 'A+' accreditation from NAAC. Several engineering programmes are accredited as NBA tier-1, and the university has AICTE approval University received a Diamond rating in QS-I-GAUGE accreditation.
Through partnerships with institutions like Cambridge University, UK, Vignan University offers English proficiency courses, and through collaboraresearch endeavours. Vignan University offers a diverse range of programmes, holds prestigious accreditations, and fosters valuable partnerships, ensuring a comprehensive educational experience for its students.
For more details, contact: Vignan University Guntur-Tenali Rd., Vadlamudi, Andhra Pradesh 522213. Ph: 7981989595
Seeking to make quality education affordable
NAAC “A” Grade & NBA Accredited Institute , Courses offered:B.Tech, B. Tech (Leet), M.Tech, B. Arch, M. Arch, BCA, MCA, B. Ed, M. Ed, BBA, MBA
Ganga Group of Institutions (GGI) under the aegis of Pawan Ganga Educational Society is running a chain of schools and professional Institutes in Delhi & NCR. It is a conglomerate of Engineering, Management, Computer Applications, Architecture and Education programmes. All the Institutes are affiliated to M. D University Rohtak & are approved by AICTE/ COA. The University is ranked 96th in India as per NIRF ranking 2023.
Ganga Institute of Technology and Management (GITAM), established in the year 2008, is located on Bahadurgarh Jhajjar Road, Delhi-NCR. In a short span of 16 years achieving NAAC “A” grade and NBA accreditation for B. Tech (Electronics and Communication Engineering) program underscores the Institute’s dedication to high-quality academic standards and placements.
GITAM one of the few affiliated Engineering and Management College in Haryana to be graded “A” by NAAC.
Higher educational institutions will require restructuring and redesigning of syllabi as per New Education Policy with prime emphasis on practical skills. Realizing its vitality GITAM has tied up with Dysmech Group of Companies, Pune with a huge Investment. Dassault System (France) PTC, Mastercam (USA) and Ansys are the Technology Providers. GITAM becomes one of the Private Engineering Institute in Haryana to start this venture (Ganga Centre for Skill & (GCSED).
KEY HIGHLIGHTS OF THE INSTITUTE ARE:
● GITAM has been consistently maintaining one of the highest number of merit rankers and University toppers under MDU, Rohtak for past 10 Semesters
● Alumni of GITAM are placed in, Microsoft, Wipro, SAIL, Haryana Fire Services, HCL to name a few
● Over 4000+ students from 21 States and 8 Countries are currently enrolled in their educational pursuits
● GITAM has left an impact on international front in coding contest. One of a student was a part of the team that clinched the ASEAN-India Hackathon Competition
● Participated in Smart India Hackathon and Manthan Competition (A National level contest organized by AICTE) for five consecutive years 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 & 2022
● Ranked 62nd in Top 170 Engineering Institute Rankings 2023 under Times Engineering Survey, 2023 by OMS (A Division of Times Internet Limited), research by i3rc Insights Pvt. Ltd.
● Ranked 97th in Top100 B-Schools under Times B School Rankings, 2021 by OMS (A Division of Times Internet Limited), research by market Xcel Data Matrix Pvt. Ltd.
● A total of 9 patents by both faculty and students have been published and awarded
● Ranked 65th in Top 170 Engineering Institute Rankings, 2022 (Times All India Engineering Institute Ranking Survey, 2022) by OMS (a Division of Times Internet Limited), a research by Avance Insights Pvt. Ltd.
For more details visit: www.gangainstitute.com
BENEFITS OF GCSED
● Prepare Industry Ready Engineers with 3 years of experience
● Students will get experience by working on Industrial problem statements
● GCSED will have 50 seater incubation facilities for Entrepreneurship
● Employability and shall provide quality campus placement
5 COOLING AYURVEDIC HERBS TO PROTECT FROM HEATWAVE THIS SUMMER
THE COOLING POWER OF AYURVEDIC HERBS
As the sun blazes and the mercury rises, seeking solace in nature's bounty becomes imperative. Ayurveda, the ancient Indian science of healing, offers a treasure trove of herbs known for their innate cooling properties. Here's a glimpse into the arsenal of Ayurvedic herbs that can help you stay cool and refreshed during the scorching summer days:
Holy Basil (Tulsi): Revered for its sacred significance, Tulsi also packs a punch when it comes to cooling the body.
Sip on Ayurvedant Tulsi chamomile tea infused with a hint of honey for a rejuvenating and refreshing experience.
Ginger (Adrak): While ginger is typically associated with warmth, its ability to induce sweating can aid in cooling down the body during hot weather. Enjoy a glass of chilled ginger-infused lemonade for a zesty and cooling treat.
Cucumber (Kheera): With its high water content and hydrating properties, cucumber is a summer staple. Include it in salads, smoothies, or simply snack on slices to stay cool and hydrated throughout the day.
Indian Gooseberry (Amla): Bursting with Vitamin C and antioxidants, Amla not only boosts immunity but also helps regulate body temperature. Consume Ayurvedant Amla+ginger juice or incorporate dried Amla powder into your diet for a refreshing and revitalising effect.
READY TO DRINK IDEAS THAT COOL OFF YOUR BODY INSTANTLY
● Amla + Ginger Juicen
● Ladakh Berry Juicen
● Jamun & Karela Juicen
● Wheatgrass Juicen
● Aloe Vera Juice
However, it's advisable to consult with an Ayurvedic practitioner or healthcare provider before making any significant changes to your diet or lifestyle, especially if you have pre-existing health conditions. So, embrace the cooling power of Ayurvedic herbs and breeze through the summer with vitality and vigour.
EMPOWERING ENGINEERS THROUGH QUALITY EDUCATION
The vision of SVCET is to focus on empowering engineering excellence by improving the quality of engineering education through bridging the gap between education and industry demands. Recently, the Institution has been accredited by NAAC with A grade in the first cycle. To propel the engineering education system, a complete ecosystem of Industry Centre of Excellence (ICoE) has been developed at the Institute in collaboration with the top-notch companies on various cutting-edge technologies.
SVCET has established the ICoE during 2021 – 2022 academic year with the support of EduSkills Foundation for the following corporate academics: Palo Alto Academy, Blue Prism Academy, AWS Academy, Celonis Academy, Alteryx Academy, Microchip Academy and Semiconductor, Uipath Academy and Fortinet academy. The Institution estab(RICE) Ecosystem and focusing on inculcating research skills, developing innovaProperty Rights (IPR), collaborating with industries and providing pre-incubation support, thereby promoting entrepreneurship among the student community at the institute level. Through collaboration with ATAL Incubation Center-PECF since 2020 and Annamalai Innovation and Incubation Research Foundation since 2022, students are inculcated with entrepreneurial skills and a Start-up called Dedutech has been registered by the Bio-medical students and pre-incubation support has been provided. SVCET has been approved as host institute of MSME Incubation Center in 2024 for nurturing the student ideas. The campus provides platform for both job seekers and job makers which is the need of the hour of our country.
For further details contact: Sri Venkateshwaraa College of Engineering & Technology No: 13A, Pondy Villupuram Main Road, Ariyur, Puducherry Pin code: 605 102. Contact Number: 98843 05050, 95855 33700. Website:www.svcet.ac.in
CENTER FOR ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH EXCELLENCE SINCE 1996
The NIST University in Berhampur, Odisha was established in 1996 as the first NRI higher educational venture in the state of Odisha. NIST was accorded autonomous status in 2018 and has been upgraded to University in 2024. NIST University is one of the premier research institute in the country today. NIST has been ranked well in the country by multiple ranking organizations including Govt. of India.
ACADEMICS AND RESEARCH EXCELLENCE WITH GLOBAL INNOVATION CENTERS
NIST University currently offers undergraduate, graduate, and Ph.D. programs in Engineering, Science, and Management and planned to offer other programs starting from 2024-25 academics session.
NIST has set benchmarks through its outstanding academic programs, quality education, and cutting-edge multidisciplinary research. NIST has various state of art laboratories and research facilities in computing, communication and sciences. Leveraging its existing global collaboration and partnership with industries and top universities and research institutes around the world, NIST has embarked on the journey in establishing Global Innovation Centers (GICs) in areas like 5G and Future Communications, Semiconductors using advanced material, and Biotechnology etc. GICs are expected to carryout extensive applied research and creating technology hub leveraging research and innovation.
A GREEN CAMPUS WITH STATE OF ART FACILITIES
Nestled in the green hills of Pallur, the campus residence, sport complex and other facilities.
NIST has state of art indoor stadium (with gymnasium, basketball, and badclimbing arena, amphitheater, auditorium etc. The campus also hosts recreational parks with yoga center and an aquarium for making NIST fraternity a harmonious living in nature.
Pursuit of own passion and wholesome development of students is an avowed aim at NIST. Students clubs such as robotics, renewable energy, astronomy, photography, arts and music etc., beyond the classroom, where students are encouraged to pursue their own passion as co-curricular activities.
FOUNDER PRESIDENT OF NIST
Dr. Sukant K. Mohapatra (Founder President, NIST University) is an alumnus of NIT, Rourkela Computer Science from Technology, NJ, USA. He has over 30 years of professional experience in leading applied research, and technology strategy in telecommunications industry. He has worked in leadership Lucent Technologies Technology Officer (CTO).
Dr. Mohapatra’s work and research Multi-access Edge Computing (MEC), Internet of Things (IoT) and Computer X-Reality applications. Dr. Mohapatra is recipient of multiple awards and honors in recognitions of his seminal contribution in research, technology, and leadership.
For more details contact NIST UNIVERSITY Institute Park, Berhampur, Odisha, Pin – 761008 Visit : www.nist.edu Contact : 7205336478
Dr. Sukant K. Mohapatra, (Founder-President, NIST University)
NURTURING TALENT
MIT ADT University, Pathway to Futuristic Technology Trends with Conducive Learning Environment
Engineering is integral to India's industrial prowess, comprising 27% of factories and leading 63% of foreign collaborations. Demand spans diverse sectors like infrastructure, electricity, mining, oil & gas, steel, automobiles, biomedical, food processing, marine engineering, and IT. India's edge lies in manufacturing costs, market acumen, and technological prowess, pivotal for its economic trajectory amidst Industrial Revolution 4.0 and the emergence of Industrial Revolution 5.0, emphasizing AI, AR/VR, and Blockchain across all engineering fields.
Under the visionary leadership of Dr. Vishwanath Karad, the Father-Founder, who established Maharashtra's first private engineering college, setting the foundation for MIT ADT's commitment to nurturing future engineers within the MIT Group of Universities, autonomous institutions and Vishwa Shanti Gurukul IB/ CBSE/ HSC board schools, and Temples with over 17,000 students pursuing engineering across the nation.
MIT Art Design and Technology University (MIT ADT University) addresses the challenge of nurturing talent aligned with Industry 5.0 demands. Founded in 2016 under President Dr. Mangesh T. Karad's leadership, MIT ADT University, stands as a UGC-recognized multidisciplinary institution. Noteworthy accolades include the 'Best Campus Award' by ASSOCHAM in 2017 and a QS-I-Gauge gold rating. With a focus on design and art, MIT ADT University ranks among the top 150-200 institutions globally. The Faculty of Engineering and Technology, led by Dr. Sunita M. Karad (Executive Director MIT ADT University) Chancellor Dr. Vishwanath Karad MIT world Peace University , emphasizes excellence in engineering, management, and design education, fostering innovation and entrepreneurship. Offering diverse specializations from marine and bioengineering to emerging fields like food processing technology, MIT ADT University drives India's technological advancements.
In computing, the focus on futuristic technologies is paramount. Specializations in AI & ML cultivate intelligent solutions, from predicting consumer behavior to AI-powered analytics. Emphasis on Web3 ensures students are at the forefront of internet technologies. AR/VR programs create immersive digital worlds, tackling challenges in gaming and entertainment. Blockchain technology receives special attention, focusing on smart contracts and integrity.
Students engage in mega design projects, mobile app develop Technological synergy revolutionizes sectors, from virtual stores in the metaverse to immersive learning environments.
At the School of Engineering and Sciences, electric vehicles, and driverless cars. Ted-X shows and design expos are arranged for firstyear students, followed by drone drives in the second year. In the third year, students engage with robotics and automation equipment, as well as driverless car drives and satellite communication drives. with 21st-century trends like satellite communication, robotics, and energy engineering. Collaborative efforts with the automotive research and sustainability.
Specialized training covers vehicle launches, spacecraft, precision manufacturing, and structural engineering. School of Bioscience Engineering and Research emphasizes biofood, and healthcare. Biomedical engineering focuses on medical devices and clinical engineering. Collaborative efforts with the automotive industry led to specialized programs in electrical vehicle technology and construction management. (Maharashtra Navel Education and train University facilitates exposure to product development through CRIEYA. Hackathons, Startup India initiatives, and AIC confer Abhivruddhi journal foster research culstudy abroad programs and industry mencareer prospects in various sectors.
School of Food technology witness the rising need of the food processing industry and based on the same how the students can be trained to develop the ready food product.
The demand for engineering professionals’ surges amidst digital transformation, Sustainability, and the Digital Revolution, including blockchain challenges. Software engineering thrives across financial services, IT, healthcare, and education, comprising of a sizeable portion of India's job market. Post-COVID-19, businesses adopt digital Engineer. India's Net-Zero emission plan by Engineering evolves with technological advancements, agile methodologies, and government initiatives, empowering students for industry demands. MIT ADT University's engineering division aligns with global trends, offering opportunities for adaptable, innovative engineers committed to sustainability and continuous learning in diverse domains and emerging technologies.
Prof. Dr. Mangesh T. Karad – Executive President & Vice – Chancellor, MIT-ADT University, Pune
Prof. Dr. Sunita M. Karad – Executive Director, MITADT University, Pune
Commitment to academic and holistic student development
Keystone School of Engineering: Shaping Engineering Leaders
Nestled in the vibrant NIBM Pune, Keystone School of Engineering has been at the forefront of innovative engineering education since 2012. Led by the visionary educator, Prof. Yashodhan Soman, the institution has garnered acclaim for its commitment to academic quality and holistic student development.
With a Grade A accreditation from NAAC, Keystone stands as a great vision, driving various initiatives aimed at enriching the educational experience. Among these initiatives, the Industrial Mentorship Program shines as a testament to Keystone's dedication to personalized guidance, fostering partnerships between students and industry veterans.
Keystone ensures comprehensive industrial exposure through a myriad of avenues including industrial visits, involvement in projects, expert talks, and foreign language training. Moreover, its Need-Based Professional Skill Development Cell, operating within the Center of Excellence, equips students with industry-aligned skills, global certifications, and soft skills essential for career success.
Beyond academia, Keystone fosters a culture of leadership and innovation, molding engineering leaders poised to make a difference in the world. Through problem-solving projects and social impact initiatives, students are encouraged to think beyond textbooks and contribute meaningfully to society.
With a proven track record of remarkable placements, the institution stands as a testament to its commitment to shaping the engineers of tomorrow.
For more details visit https://www.keystoneschoolofengineering.com/Contact: 9922887755
Prof. Yashodhan Soman
139-year legacy
Open doors to diverse career opportunities With DES Pune University
DES Pune University (DES PU), with a 139-year legacy, is a beacon of educational quality. Established by the Deccan Education Society, DES PU nurtures holistic growth, intellectual curiosity, and global competitiveness. Built on the esteemed legacies of Fergusson College, BMCC, and Kirti M. Doongursee College, it dynamically meets the evolving educational and professional world needs.
With over 70% of its faculty holding PhDs, the university demonstrates its commitment to academic proficiency and fieldwork-driven progress. The university’s state-of-the-art infrastructure, including modern laboratories, further enhances the learning experience, providing students with the tools and resources necessary for their scholastic and exploration endeavours.
This educational hub is home to three specialized research institutes: DES PU Research Institute of Life Sciences (DES PU-LS), DES PU Research Institute of Indian Knowledge Systems (DES PU-IKS), and DES PU Research Institute PU-CPS). These institutes are hubs of innovation and exploration, facilitating groundbreaking analysis across diverse disciplines.
The university partners with over four international institutions, reflecting its adherence to global collaboration and educational superiority. These partnerships enable joint study, faculty enhancing cross-cultural exchange and enriching the educational experience, thus cultivating future visionaries on a global scale. Furthermore, students who are eager to pursue entrepreneurship are offered various resources to innovate and grow their startup ideas.
The university offers an extensive array of over 35 programs across various disciplines. Undergraduate options include BBA General, International Business, BBA Computer Application, BBA FINTECH, BBA Data Analytics, B.Sc. Computer Science, B.Sc. Animation, BA Psychology, BA English, BA Economics, BA Filmmaking, BA Dramatics (Acting), B.Des Interior Design, B.Des Communication Engineering (AIML), Second Year) Computer Science and Engineering.
For postgraduate studies, the proMA Psychology, MA Economics, M.Sc. Computer Science, M.Sc. Data Science, MCA, MBA, M.Sc. Bioinformatics, M. Sc. Statistics, and additionally, there are postgraduate diploma programs such as PGD Banking and Finance, PGD programs reflects the university’s dedication to providing comprehensive educational opportunities that cater to the evolving needs of students and industries alike.
Aligned with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, the curriculum at the pedagogical approaches and emerging trends in education. This ensures that students receive a comprehensive and future-ready education, preparing them for success in both their personal and professional lives.
DES Pune University, which is centrally located right behind BMCC, with its rich heritage and diverse programs, and global collaboration, shaping tomorrow's leaders.
To know more, visit https://despu.edu.in/
A gateway to the future
Shobhit University: A Hub of Engineering Education and Vibrant Campus Life
Since its establishment in 2000, Shobhit Institute of Engineering & University), Meerut has emerged as a formidable bastion of engineering excellence, securing a distinguished third place among India's top institutions for patent filings—a testament to its robust innovation ecosystem. This accolade, as detailed in the 2022-2023 annual report by The Controller General of Patents, Designs, Trademarks & Geographical Indications, Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Government of India, underscores the university's leadership in nurturing cutting-edge research and development.
With a prestigious NAAC 'A' Grade Accreditation and a ranking within the top 23 technical universities as per one of the leading media house 2023 survey, Shobhit University offers specialized B.Tech (Honours) and M.Tech programs meticulously tailored to the forefront of global industry standards. Fields such as Agricultural Technology are not merely academic offerings; they are gateways to pioneering career paths for their students.
The university's distinguished alumni network includes global leaders, some of the top innovators, renowned scientists, and some of the successful entrepreneurs, reflecting the transformative impact of a Shobhit education. These alumni do not just participate in the workforce; they dominate it, steering Fortune 500 companies and spearheading innovations across industries.
The faculty, drawn from the world’s elite institutions, are not merely educators but leaders in their respective fields. Their expertise fuels a research-driven academic model, enriching their students' learning experiences with realworld applications and advanced theo- retical insights.
At Shobhit University, the vibrancy of campus life extends beyond the classroom through a diverse spectrum of student-led clubs and activities. These initiatives are vital in developing well-rounded personalities ready to tackle the challenges of a rapidly evolving global landscape.
Guided by the motto "Empowering nation through education," Shobhit University is committed to developing ethical, technologically adept, and globally aware leaders prepared to drive positive change in the world.
For more details, visit: www.shobhituniversity.ac.in
Higher education is the gateway to limitless possibilities, where minds are nurtured, dreams are ignited, and future leaders are shaped. At Shobhit University, we believe in empowering students with knowledge, fostering innovation, and cultivating a spirit of excellence. Together, let us embark on a transformative journey where education becomes the catalyst for personal growth and societal progress. Embrace the power of education and unlock the doors to a brighter tomorrow.
Kunwar Shekhar Vijendra Co-founder and Chancellor, Shobhit University
Practical Ways To Retain Information Clearly When Studying, Shares Biomedical Engineering Student
If you struggle to remember what you've studied, you're not alone. Often, our courses are so long that it's hard to retain information. Recently, a biomedical engineering student shared their study strategy on social media. He explained how he studies and the methods he uses to memorise information effectively, enabling him to tackle a large amount of material without feeling overwhelmed.
PRACTICAL STEPS TO RETAIN INFORMATION
Here are the steps Jun Yuh uses to retain information without feeling overwhelmed and burnt out:
BUILDING A SECOND BRAIN
The concept of building a 'Second Brain' revolves around adopting a systematic approach to storing, organising, and utilising information.
Basically, the second brain method relies on an external system for capturing, organising, retrieving, and archiving ideas rather than depending solely your memory.
BLURTING METHOD
Start by reading a section of your textbook or lecture notes.
Once you are familiar with it, close the book or notes and try to recall everything you can on a blank sheet of paper.
Then, open the source again and check your answers, filling in any gaps and correcting mistakes. This process can be repeated multiple times to improve your memory retention.
GAP LEARNING
Taking breaks is crucial to retaining information. breaks into your study routine, you can enhance the speed and depth of learning.
These breaks give your brain the opportunity to consolidate and review the material, much like what happens during sleep.
Jun Yuh suggests utilising a random timer generator to schedule breaks lasting approximately 10 seconds.
FEYNMAN TECHNIQUE
The Feynman Technique is a study method where you explain a topic in simple terms, as if you are teaching someone with no prior knowledge.
This approach helps to make complex ideas easier to understand, spot any areas where you might be confused, and strengthen your understanding of the subject.
For more information on exams, results and careers, please visit Indiatimes Education. —IT News Desk
A CONTINUED COMMITMENT TOWARDS ENGINEERING EDUCATION
Don Bosco Institute of Technology (DBIT), as a part of Wayanamac Education Trust was established in 2001 on its sprawling 36 acres campus located at Kumbalagodu on Bangalore Mysore Highway. The DBIT offers eight UG Engineering programmes and a PG programme in management besides 10 recognized research centers offering Ph.Ds. The UG programmes include advanced technologies like AI, Machine Learning and Data Science.
Engineering education armed with concepts including OBE (Outcome Based Education) and Project Based Learning (PBL) steered by specific Quality policy through IQAC (Internal Quality Assurance Cell) and the resulting recognitions by accrediting bodies like National Board of Accreditations (NBA) and National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) is quite mature in DBIT. In line with advancements, DBIT has also, organically, internalized National Education Policy 2020 (NEP-2020) that nurture students with credit based curriculum, Multiple-Entry Multiple-Exit-policy, substantial skill development efforts, concept of Honors degree and Minor Degree and others.
Entrepreneurship and innovation are two additional true testaments of holistic technical education and DBIT has spread its wings into these areas by onboarding professionals experienced in teaching, industry, and research who realize these objectives by striking meaningful collaborations with niche industries and by seeking necessary encouragement from governmental agencies. As a supporting framework, DBIT has embarked on establishing academic autonomy which leverages state-of-the- Art curriculum, excellent delivery mechanisms and objective oriented evaluation.
Through timely reinforcements upon the already prevailing best educational practices, as above, on a continued basis, DBIT enjoys investing dedicated efforts in a relentless manner to fulfil the Vision of its philanthropic investors thus becoming an ever-vibrant center of excellence to transform young minds in technical and management education fostering innovation and entrepreneurial skills alongside nurturing ethical, environmental, and social responsibility.
For more details visit: Don Bosco Institute of Technology, Kumbalagodu, Mysore Road, Bengaluru 560074.
Contact: 8880716716 / 9900361100 /9972005511.
Email id: admissions@dbit.co.in / admissions@donboscobangalore. education
Website: www.dbit.co.in
Igniting Minds Through Innovation
AMC Engineering College (AMCEC), established in 1999, stands at the forefront of quality engineering education. Nestled in a lush, green 52-acre campus in Bengaluru, AMCEC offers a wide range of academic programs to students from diverse backgrounds. Accredited by NAAC with A+ Grade and NBA, and certified by ISO 9001:2015, AMCEC prioritizes academic achievement, innovation, and student-centered learning.
AMCEC provides a comprehensive range of undergraduate programs in Computer Science & Engineering (CS&E), CS&E with artificial intelligence and machine learning, CS&E with data science, information science & engineering, electronics & communication engineering, electrical & electronics engineering, aeronautical engineering, civil engineering, and mechanical engineering. Additionally, AMCEC offers master’s degree programs namely, MCA, MBA, and M.Tech. All programs are designed to provide students with a solid foundation of knowledge and skills while emphasizing creativity, critical thinking, problem-solving, communication, and collaborative skills highly valued by industry employers in particular, and society at large.
At AMCEC, students benefit from a large number of highly qualified, and distinguished faculty who are passionate about teaching and mentoring students. AMCEC provides students with experiential learning opportunities, including project-based learning, internships, community service, undergraduate research, and upskilling programs. These opportunities allow students to apply what they’ve learned in the classroom to real-world situations, gain practical experience, and develop a varied set of abilities that will help them excel in their professions.
AMCEC is an education hub where students can develop intellectually, creatively, and personally for students who want to pursue their passions and realise their aspirations because of its emphasis on holistic development, a testament to its numerous feats in academic and placement achievements.
For more information, contact: AMC Engineering College Bannerghatta Road, Bengaluru www.amcgroup.edu.in
Ph: 9902044114 Email: admissions@amceducation.in
FROM CONCEPT TO CREATION, A CATALYST FOR TECH TITANS
Engineering at the NAAC A+ accredited institute where dreams take flight
Engineering at CGC Jhanjeri represents a transformative odyssey, where scientific ingenuity converges with innovation to tackle realworld challenges head-on. From infrastructural advancements to catalysing technological breakthroughs, the institution stands as the quintessential hub for those with aspirations to shape the world.
WHY OPT FOR ENGINEERING AT CGC JHANJERI?
The college cultivates a dynamic ecosystem where students immerse themselves in the frontiers of innovation and technology. With state-of-the-art facilities, esteemed faculty, and a curriculum meticulously aligned with industry requisites, students delve into a spectrum of engineering disciplines, refining skills imperative for navigating real-world complexities and emerging as poised, future ready engineers. A vibrant tapestry of cultures thrives here, with students driven by a common pursuit of excellence in the corporate realm. We furnish students with the technical acumen, aptitude, and effective communication prowess essential for thriving in the competitive landscape of the industry.
NAVIGATING MULTIFACETED CHALLENGES
Engineers encounter a plethora of challenges, ranging from the dynamic shifts in technological paradigms to the pressing imperatives of sustainability. CGC Jhanjeri grapple with the intricacies of innovation, navigate resource constraints, and strive to meet the everevolving societal expectations, all while endeavouring to craft solutions that resonate on a global scale. Their immersive, hands-on learning experiences are meticulously designed to equip students with the agility and acumen to confront such challenges, ensuring they emerge as adept problem solvers.
MEETING THE DEMANDS OF INDUSTRY
The demand for engineers transcends sectors, with professionals tasked with unravelling intricate problems and propelling innovation forward. From modern sustainable energy solutions to spearheading advancements in healthcare technologies, engineers serve as architects of the future across a myriad of industries. CGC Jhanjeri’s routine industrial excursions furnish students with invaluable insights into industry dynamics and expectations, bridging the gap between academia and industry seamlessly.
A GLANCE AT THE PLACEMENTS
CGC Jhanjeri campus placements boast a stellar track record, featuring renowned companies such as Amazon, Capgemini, Autodesk, Dell, PepsiCo India, Google, Microsoft, and many more. Chandigarh Engineering College positions students for global prospects, providing opportunities to thrive on an international scale. They offer a comprehensive Pre-Placement Training Program that provides holistic development through a 360-degree approach. With a proven track record of remarkable placements and collaborations CGC Jhanjeri ensures an abundance of opportunities for its students. The icing on the cake?
Chandigarh Group of Colleges, Jhanjeri is a beacon of quality education in engineering education, committed to nurturing future-ready engineers. With a focus on innovation, comprehensive training, and global exposure, we empower students to realize their aspirations and carve out successful careers in the dynamic world of engineering.
PINNACLES @CGCJHANJERI
1. NAAC A+ accreditation underscores our commitment to academic excellence.
2. A culturally diverse campus fosters cross-cultural learning experiences.
3, Hands-on learning opportunities prepare students for the challenges and opportunities of the real world.
4. Cutting-edge facilities facilitate experiential learning through advanced simulations and technologies.
5. A dynamic campus environment offers boundless avenues for personal and professional growth.
6. Robust career planning and development programs ensure students are primed for success in a fiercely competitive landscape.
7. Extracurricular activities foster holistic development, while curated events and workshops nurture confidence and readiness to tackle challenges.
8. Access to a global network of 100+ universities across 25+ countries fosters international collaborations.
9. Strong support for research initiatives, with full financial coverage provided.
10. The CGC Josh Scholarship, valued at 12 CR, provides invaluable support to students in their academic pursuits.
FOR YOUR ACADEMIC PURSUITS
Vidyavardhaka College of Engineering – Epitome of quality education
Nestled in the western part of Mysuru, Vidyavardhaka College of Engineering (VVCE) breaks the stereotypical image of an engineering college. Established in 1997 by Vidyavardhaka Sangha (VVS) that was established in 1949 by visionary leaders namely Sahukar Chennaiah and K. Puttaswamy, with a motto of ‘Education Par Excellence,’ VVCE has grown into one of the premier institution, consistently exceeding expectations.
Holding an A Grade from NAAC, recognition from NBA and ranking in the NIRF framework, VVCE goes beyond just academic prowess. Their dedication to student well-being is reflected in the Gold Rating and Institute of Happiness award by QS-I Gauge. Integrity, excellence, teamwork, professionalism, research and collaboration are the core values that guide their educational philosophy.
The sprawling VVS 23-acre campus, managed under the personal attention of Gundappa Gowda, President and Er P Vishwanath, Secretary of VVS, offers a stimulating learning environment. Lush landscapes and modern facilities create a perfect backdrop for academic pursuits. For its 7 UG and 3 PG engineering courses, they have a team of qualified educators, with an impressive 45 percent holding PhD degrees, that guarantees class apart mentorship. The Institute has the able leadership of Dr. B.Sadashive Gowda, the Principal who takes the ship ahead.
Budding entrepreneurs from both engineering and management backgrounds find the support and resources needed to turn their ideas into reality. The dedicated Training and Placement department equips students with the skills and knowledge necessary to thrive in the professional world. With a good placement rate and the highest package offered reaching Rs 41 LPA, VVCE positions its graduates for success.
The college also boasts over 35 student-led clubs, fostering well-rounded individuals. They take student safety seriously and have implemented comprehensive measures to ensure the well-being of all students especially women.
With its strong industry collaborations through five centres of excellence and a robust alumni network who met at New Jersey and San Jose, VVCE offers a truly enriching and dynamic educational experience.
For more information contact: Vidyavardhaka College of Engineering (VVCE) AddressP.B. No.206, Kannada Sahithya Parishath Rd, III Stage, Gokulam, Mysuru 570002 Phone number 0821 427 6200 Email id principal@vvce.ac.in Websitehttps://vvce.ac.in
Curiosity Leads to Inventions
We could all agree upon the above “title” as Individual curiosity has led us to many improvisations in our day-to-day life. There will be a plethora of examples which can shed some light on the above statement. Learning is a process which starts with our basic academic exposure and is a lifelong one.
ADIY is one of the niche brand well-recognized in India for its superior quality products in the Make in India bandwagon. The brand was conceptualized with the zeal and passion towards supplying electronics modules which could be handy in developing fruitful products with myriad applications. The competition is still immense from products which are cheaper and flooded in the market from China. The rigorous efforts and perseverance towards making them affordable is still an ongoing challenge, but with the support of our existing customers the brand is a definite to be reckoned with. The students reach out to them from many universities and directly buy their projects, as even many DIY enthusiasts do it.
India’s topmost institutes or engineering colleges having the best infrastructure prefers a reliable partner who can be able to supply and support their procurement plans. The concern of reaching out to multiple vendors is a cumbersome task for many along with building trust, reliability and managing the bureaucratic procedure towards procurement. This impedes the overall process and there’s a need to remove this bottleneck through consulting with the higher management. All universities aim to fulfill the student’s aspiration and help them develop fully functioning mental faculties in the realm of experimentation. This can now be easily achieved with the help of hands-on-training or practical implementation of their ideas. ADIY have stepped-in to fill the shoes and have been catering to many universities as their reliable partners, to help them procure as a one -stop shop solution.
Last month, ADIY participated in a social initiative wherein distributing 100 customized Kits to the Shrimad Rajchandra Mission, Dharampur. They felt heartful gratitude towards members doing the work and gracefully hosting them. ADIY’s endeavor is to make an impact socially as well as professionally, through establishing business relationships with esteemed universities across PAN India, such as IIT Bombay, IIT Madras, VJTI, CSIR, etc. Their customized kits are a popular product while Robotics parts and ancillary modules have been another popular category used in ROBO-WARS. One of the events at IIT Madras, a student festival of the BS program, PARADOX-2024 is going to be ROBO-SOCCER, where they will be showcasing their ADIY products.
For more details contact Website www.adiy.in & www.rajguruelectronics.com
A Trailblazer in Engineering Education
Chitkara University Shaping Tomorrow's Engineers Today
Chitkara University has firmly established itself as a trailblazer in engineering education, setting the standard for quality in academia and innovation. Renowned for its forward-thinking approach, the university has consistently introduced cutting-edge engineering programs designed to empower students with the skills and knowledge essential for success in today's competitive world.
In the fast-evolving landscape of higher education, Chitkara University stands as a model of engineering prowess, consistently breaking new ground in innovation and nurturing the next generation of engineering leaders. With a diverse array of programs, impressive rankings, and strategic collaborations for 2+2 programs with esteemed universities worldwide, Chitkara University is redefining the standards of engineering education.
At the core of Chitkara University's engineering prowess lies its comprehensive range of programs tailored to meet the dynamic demands of the industry. The university offers undergraduate programs in Computer Science Engineering, CSE in AI with Microsoft, Electronics & Comm. Engineering, Electrical Engineering, Electrical Engineering with a Minor in CSE, Civil Engineering with specialisation in AI & ML, Mechanical Engineering, Mechanical Engineering with a Minor in CSE, Mechatronics Engineering, Automotive Engineering with ARAI, B.E. in Computer Science and Technology with Arizona State University, and Software Engineering with Deakin University. These programs are meticulously designed to provide students with a solid theoretical foundation complemented by hands-on practical experience, equipping them to tackle real-world engineering challenges with confidence.
In addition to its undergraduate offerings, Chitkara University provides a diverse array of postgraduate Fellowship programs designed to enable aspiring engineers to specialise and advance their ca- reers. From Computer Science Engineering to Electronics & Comm. Engineering, the university offers an extensive suite of advanced programs aimed at honing the skills of students and preparing them for leadership roles in their respective fields.
Chitkara University's commitment to excellence has been consistently recognised through its top rankings in various national and international surveys. Chitkara Institute of Engineering and Technology (CUIET) has secured some of the top ranks in the Ranking 2024 issued by one of the leading magazines across various categories. In the 'Top T-Schools in India 2024 North Zone' category, ranked 7th. Ranked 20th in 'Top T-Schools in India 2024 (Private) category and is ranked 25th in 'Top 100 TSchools (overall) Government and Private Sector category. In National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) Ranking 2023 it secured 92nd rank in the Engineering category. CUIET earned an impressive 41st rank in Top Engineering (Pvt.) Colleges in India, 2023 conducted by one of the leading media group. In Ranking 2023 by one of the leading magazines it ranked 28th in India.
The global outreach extends beyond geographical boundaries through its 2+2 programs with prestigious international universities. Under these programs, students have the unique opportunity to complete a portion of their studies abroad, gaining exposure to diverse cultures, perspectives, and educational methodologies. Partner universities for 2+2 programs include the Arizona State University (ASU) U.S.A., for B.E. in Computer Science & Technology and Deakin University, Australia for Bachelor’s Degree in Software Engineering.
Chitkara University's commitment to innovation and research is palpable in its state-of-the-art infrastructure and cuttingedge facilities. The university boasts modern laboratories equipped with the latest technology, research centers focusing on specialised areas of engineering, and collaborations with industry giants for research and development projects.
A distinguishing feature of Chitkara University's engineering programs is their emphasis on industry-aligned curriculum and experiential learning. Through strategic partnerships with leading industry players, the university ensures that its programs remain abreast of the latest technological advancements and industry trends. The university boasts an exemplary placement record, with some of the leading companies from various sectors actively recruiting its engineering graduates.
Chitkara University's engineering programs are a perfect amalgamation of academic rigour, practical exposure, and a global perspective, making them the preferred choice for aspiring engineers worldwide. With a steadfast commitment to nurturing innovation, fostering interdisciplinary collaboration, and grooming futureready engineers. Chitkara University continues to chart new horizons in the realm of engineering education. The university ensures that its engineering graduates are not only academically proficient but also well-equipped to thrive in the competitive job market.
What is this ancient yoga that has therapeutic powers
In today’s world, seizing quiet moments can seem like a valuable find. That being said, there is a peaceful oasis called Yin yoga, which is sometimes referred to as "lazy yoga." This gentle practice, which was created in the 1980s by Paul Grilley, is derived from classical Hatha Yoga and provides a calm diversion from the hectic pace of modern life.
WHAT IS YIN YOGA?
Unlike its more dynamic counterparts, Yin yoga emphasizes passive poses held for extended periods, typically ranging from 3 to 10 minutes. While Yang yoga targets muscle tissues through active movement, Yin yoga dives deeper and focuses more on the connective tissues like tendons, fascia, and ligaments.
YIN YOGA
Yin yoga isn't merely about touching your toes; it's a journey inward, building a connection between body and mind. A study published in the International Journal of Yoga talks about its therapeutic potential in treating conditions such as eating disorders, addictions, and trauma, thanks to its ability to unlock both physical and emotional tensions.
A Yin yoga practice demands patience and presence to begin. Practitioners can customise their practice to fit their individual bodies and abilities by emphasizing comfort over perfection and concentrating on individual needs.
NO GYM REQUIRED! YOGA FOR A FLAT STOMACH BY HIMALAYAN SIDDHA AKSHAR
Yin yoga calls to people who are seeking peace in an overstimulating world. This practice provides a gentle sanctuary for everyone, be it someone looking for relief from the daily grind or someone trying to find balance in life's chaos.
Although learning from an experienced teacher is very beneficial, yin yoga exploration can be a very private experience. Slow-paced classes that focus on internal exploration encourage practitioners to embrace their inherent uniqueness and pay attention to their bodies cues.
Even though anyone can practice yin yoga, there are a few things to be aware of. Those with osteoporosis and third-trimester pregnant women should proceed cautiously, avoiding positions that put undue strain on their spines.
Yin yoga poses, designed for deep stretching and relaxation, include gentle stretches like Child's Pose, Dragon Pose, and Butterfly Pose, targeting areas like the hips, thighs, and lower back. Supported Fish Pose and Sphinx Pose offer gentle backbends to open the chest and shoulders, while Seated Forward Bend provides a soothing stretch for the spine and hamstrings. Half Butterfly Pose offers a variation for deeper hip and groin stretches. Reclining Twist aids in spine flexibility and digestion, while Supported Bridge Pose and Legs-Up-the-Wall Pose promote relaxation and reduce tension. These poses are typically held for several minutes, managing to release the tension of the body and promote deep relaxation.
Shaping Next Generation Engineers
MIT WPU is tracing a pathway of colossal achievements
Engineering programmes at MITWPU are designed to transform aspiring students into world-class, industry-ready professionals. With a wide range of more than 40 programmes spanning diploma, undergraduate, postgraduate, and doctoral levels, MIT-WPU offers a diverse array of specialisations to cater to the evolving demands of the technology industry.
The Faculty of Engineering at MITWPU has been a breeding ground for groundbreaking innovations that have brought about positive changes across various domains, recognized nationally and internationally. Programmes such as Artificial Intelligence/Machine Learning, Petroleum, Material Science, and Biotechnology are carefully designed with guidance from industry experts, ensuring that students receive cutting-edge knowledge and hands-on experience.
One of the key strengths of engineering programmes is their emphasis on holistic and experiential learning. Through innovative teaching methods like flexible learning, internships, project-based learning, and industry collaborations, students are exposed to real-world scenarios, allowing them to develop practical application skills and gain valuable industry exposure.
MIT-WPU integrates UNESCO's vision by offering mandatory peace studies, fostering personal well-being and global peace. The curriculum includes nonviolent communication training and diverse yoga practices, preparing students as agents of change.
The university's com- mitment to industry collaboration is fortified by the CIAP (Center of Industry Academia Partnerships), a dedicated center for placements. This center fosters robust industry ties, facilitating student placements, research endeavors, and seed funding initiatives. These collaborations provide students with invaluable handson experience, exposure to real-world projects, and interactions with industry professionals, preparing them for successful careers.
Moreover, MIT-WPU places significant importance on research and development, empowering students to become innovators of tomorrow. With over 20 dedicated Centers of Excellence and opportunities to apply theoretical knowledge to solve real-world problems, students gain invaluable experience and become well-equipped for the future. MITWPU boasts Asia's first Subsea Research Laboratory at the Department of Petroleum Engineering, further showcasing its commitment to pioneering research and innovation.
As technology continues to evolve, engineering programmes at MITWPU will adapt to stay ahead of the curve, while maintaining a strong focus on holistic and ethical learning. This approach ensures that graduates not only possess the necessary technical expertise but also value sustainability and the social impact of technological advancements, positioning them as world leaders in innovation, creativity, and research.
Join engineering programmes at MITWPU for transformative learning. Open for specialisations like AIML, Cybersecurity, Robotics, Data Science & more. Gain skills and industry exposure for thriving in technology. Apply now!
For further details contact : MIT-WPU Phone: +91-020-71177137 Whatsapp: +91-98814 92848 Website: mitwu.edu.in Mail: admissions@mitwpu.edu.inScan to apply
Asia's first Subsea Research Laboratory at MIT-WPU
REDEFINING ENGINEERING EDUCATION
Sandip UniversityFor well-rounded professionals
Sandip University is redefining engineering education by aligning it with the emerging demands of Industry 5.0, where human intelligence and advanced digital technologies converge. State-of-the-art infrastructure, experienced faculty and student-centric approach makes Sandip University one of the top choice for aspiring engineers.
The engineering curriculum is designed in close collaboration with industry leaders to stay relevant and forwardthinking. It is regularly updated to incorporate the latest technological advancements and industry practices. The curriculum emphasises value addition and global certification programs, hands-on projects, internships, and practical training, bridging the gap between theoretical knowledge and real-world application. Sandip University boasts a panel of industry experts who provide invaluable insights and guidance.
Sandip University’s Centres of Excellence (CoEs) are hubs of innovation and research in key domains. These CoEs are equipped with advanced laboratories and research facilities, fostering interdisciplinary collaboration and innovation. They provide students with opportunities to work on cutting-edge projects and enhance their technical skills and industry readiness.
Sandip University prioritises the development of a comprehensive skill set that includes both technical and soft skills. The University’s programs integrate these skills through classroom instruction, laboratory work, group projects and extracurricular activities, thereby, ensuring our engineering graduate(s) are well-rounded professionals.
Sandip University encourages students and faculty to pursue research and development that can lead to patentable inventions. Dedicated research centres provide support and resources for patent applications from concept development to submission. This not only enhances academic credentials but also instils a deep understanding of intellectual property and technology commercialisation.
Sandip University’s robust placement cell works tirelessly to build strong relationships with top employers, facilitat- ing campus placement drives, compulsory internships, research positions, entrepreneurship support and higher education support. It embarks convergence of their students into placement, higher studies and start-ups. The incubation centre further ensures the sustained development of start-ups into successful entrepreneur.
Sandip University stands out as one of the leader in engineering education. The University’s innovative curriculum, industry partnerships, Centres of Excellence, online expert lectures, and comprehensive placement programs collectively ensure that students are wellprepared for successful careers in the ever-evolving technological landscape by fostering a culture of continuous learning and innovation. Sandip University is not just shaping engineers but also the future of technology and industry.
For more details contact Nashik Campus Trimbak Road, Nashik, Maharashtra info@sandipuniversity.edu.in Toll-free: 1800-212-2714 Sijoul Campus Neelam Vidya Vihar, Village Sijoul, P.O. Mailam, Madhubani, Bihar info.sijoul@sandipuniversity.edu.in Toll-free: 1800-313-2714 Website: www.sandipuniversity.edu.in
Manage the future
University of Engineering & Management Jaipur, for a Skill-based Education, Entrepreneurship, Research and Placements
UEM Jaipur Campus
University of Engineering & Management, (UEM) Jaipur was established in the year 2011 and within a very short period of 11 years, UEM, Jaipur has emerged one of the global leaders in providing outcomebased education, placements to all eligible students, Support for research, Publication, Innovation and entrepreneurship, Student and faculty Exchange program with foreign universities and strong faculty base to students from all over the country. Skill-based education and pre-placement training sessions give an extra edge to students aspiring for jobs in multinational companies or going for higher education. International conferences and regular interactions with scientists and researchers from world’s renowned institutions make their students ready for global competitiveness and enable them to acquire foreign jobs and internships. International Seminars and foreign lectures provide an unparal- leled exposure to the students & staff members.
UEMK Marching towards the centre of eminence
UEM Kolkata Campus
The University of Engineering and Management, Kolkata (UEMK) is intending to provide quality education in engineering, technology, management, law, and other related fields.
The University offers undergraduate, postgraduate, and doctoral programs in various Engineering, Management, Science, and other related interdisciplinary fields. It is fostering Outcome Based Education and Research-intensive teach- ing to become a centre of eminence in the coming years.
Collaboration with several reputed universities and organizations worldwide provides opportunities for international exposure and exchange programs. These collaborations allow students to study and work in different countries, gaining a global perspective and expanding their cultural horizons.
Its modern facilities, qualified faculty, and international collaborations provide students with a comprehensive education and prepare them for successful careers.
Consistent Academic Quality of IEM
IEM Gurukul Campus
Institute of Engineering & Management (IEM) began its journey in 1989, the institute has surpassed innumerable benchmarks of achievements and accreditations. Being a NAAC A grade institute all the eligible departments are NBA accredited.
Along with placements, IEM truly outperforms with numerous startups, patents, and publications by students. IEM is one of the very few in India which gives the opportunity of Study Abroad Programme in USA, Canada, Australia, France, Singapore, and UK along with the opportunity of various certifications from universities. Focusing on the overall growth of the students the institutions organize various sports, cultural, coding events and in- ternational conferences. IEM is associated with numerous social welfare programs to encourage the students to look beyond the academic curriculum.
LEADING WITH VISION: TRANSFORMATIVE EDUCATION FOR FUTURE INNOVATORS
KL Deemed to be University has established itself as one of the pioneers in Indian education, with over forty years dedicated to encouraging innovation, entrepreneurship, and skilling. As a contemporary educational hub, the university combines rigorous academic standards with a strong focus on research, mentorship, and project-based learning, preparing students to be future leaders who will make significant societal impacts.
ACADEMIC RIGOR AND RECOGNITION
The University believes in creating an ecosystem that promotes both intellectual growth and practical skills through innovative educational practices like Acceleration, Deceleration, Flipped Classrooms, and the Choice-Based Credit System. Its recognition on the national and international stage is marked by numerous awards and global rankings. The comprehensive network of global partnerships and robust entrepreneurial support systems cement its role as a vital educational pillar.
GLOBAL OUTLOOK AND PARTNERSHIPS
The University rejoices numerous partnerships with esteemed universities and research institutions globally. These alliances facilitate valuable exchange programs, collaborative research initiatives, and international conferences, broadening the global perspective of students and faculty.
DIVERSE ACADEMIC OFFERINGS
Spanning multiple campuses in Vijayawada and Hyderabad, KL Deemed to be University offers a wide range of undergraduate, postgraduate, and doctoral programs in fields as diverse as Engineering, Management, Commerce and Sciences, and specializations in IOT, AI&DS, VLSI and more.
RESEARCH AND INNOVATION
At the core of its mission is a strong emphasis on research and development. With advanced laboratories and research facilities, it encourages students and faculty to undertake cutting-edge research projects that not only push academic boundaries but also address real-world challenges.
HOLISTIC DEVELOPMENT
Beyond academics, KL Deemed to be University is committed to the holistic development of its students. A wide range of extracurricular activities, from sports to cultural events and social service initiatives, are designed to develop essential life skills.
CAREER PREPARATION AND SUCCESS
The university consistently propels students into prestigious roles at top multinational companies through intensive training, workshops, and close industry interaction, ensuring their success in the competitive global job market. The vast global alumni network, which includes entrepreneurs, CEOs, and top professionals, attests to the high caliber and far-reaching impact of its academic endeavors.
For more details and admissions, contact: KL Deemed to be University Call-9490361111 Visitwww.kluniversity.in
Er. Koneru Lakshman Havish, Vice President, KL Deemed to be University
Er. Koneru Satyanarayana, Chancellor, KL Deemed to be University
Why should cybersecurity be taught in schools?
The rising penetration of the internet and indispensability of digital technology in education has also created vulnerable ground for hackers and cyber crimes. But this should not deter us from using the technology. Instead one needs to be better equipped and well-prepared to face such challenges efficiently. This necessitates the education of cybersecurity in schools.
The article delves into the major reasons for introducing cybersecurity as a subject in schools.
The kinds of cyber risks and cyber-attacks that students can face are distributed denialof-service, Internet of Things(IoT) vulnerabilities, phishing, ransomware, data breach and data manipulation.
Now a look at each of the reasons for incorporating cybersecurity as a subject:
Save the teenagers from being victimised by cybercrimes:
● Teenagers and younger children are at the highest risk of being trapped in cybercrimes due to being ignorant and impressionable
● The secondary and senior secondary school students should be firstly approached with the subject
● They should be taught to identify such cyber threat and malinformation or negative content and then some quick preventive cy- bersecurity measures to save oneself from it
IMPROVES THE PROSPECT OF SECURING CYBER SECURITY JOBS IN THE FUTURE:
● The introduction of cybersecurity at the school level helps children to acquaint themselves with the concept at a very early stage It sets the ground to mentally prepare and familiarise them with the growing need of cybersecurity and explore suitable career opportunities in it
● The demand for cybersecurity jobs has been steadily increasing and many tech giant companies have a huge demand for cyber security experts
● According to Cyberseek, a globally recognized tool for providing detailed and actionable data about supply and demand in the cybersecurity job market, there is an annual shortage of 39,000 information security analysts currently
● Since each and every company including online companies need to safeguard its privacy and data from malware and cyber attacks of various sorts, the demand for this job has been increasing in recent times
● Besides this, the technical know-how of cybercrimes and preventive measures is also needed in national crime agencies, security departments, and police force departments
● The high demand for skilled security professionals in this field also makes cybersecurity a lucrative career choice and thus they should be taught at schools
THE INCREASED USE OF INTERNET:
● The usage of internet and digital devices is bound to grow further in the coming few years. Cyber attacks are consequently going to grow as well
● The students constantly need the devices and internet for various educational activities and entertainment and are more prone to such threats
● They can be easily exposed and cheated by unknowingly clicking an untrusted link, a pop up or by sharing their internet passwords on misleading websites and luring messages
● In such a scenario, it's imperative for children to learn and develop awareness about using technology to combat the risks and protect their digital information properly
● Cyberbullying and cyber crimes can prove to be disturbing and detrimental for young children if they don't know how to cope with it Teaching cybersecurity will not only make students secure and responsible in using the internet, but also enrich them with beneficial information and expand their mental horizon.
FROM CAMPUS TO CORPORATE: TRANSFORMING STUDENTS INTO INDUSTRY READY INDIVIDUALS
Renowned for its cutting-edge labs and industry tailored engineering programs, World College of Technology & Management (WCTM) is one of the best colleges in Gurugram in every aspect
With their hands on the pulse of global corporate trends, the mentors from the ivy-league institution have an edge by virtue of their knowledge and international exposure. Their many advantages have translated into WCTM being developed as a hub with insightful programs tailor-made for preparing students for the real world. Promoted by Ex-IITians & Ex-IIMian, World College of Technology & Management (WCTM), Gurgaon is affiliated to Maharishi Dayanand University, Rohtak, Haryana (NAAC ‘A+’ Grade University) and approved by AICTE, Government of India, it is one of the first colleges in Gurugram to have an Apple Computers Lab & iOS Centre of Excellence, Intel Unnati Data-Centric Labs in Emerging Technologies (Artificial Intelligence Lab) and ABB Robotics Arm & RoboticsAI Centre of Excellence on its 18 acre lush green campus.
In an ever-evolving world of industry shifts and preferences, the emerging talent pool must be conversant with new technologies and skills having timeless relevance. In line with this vision, one of the premier campus provides work-integrated learning opportunities for students through courses in B.Tech, M.Tech, MBA, BBA, MCA and BCA, supported by state-of-the-art labs, including the Panasonic Centre of Excellence, Centre for TCS courses, Dream FabLab 3-D Printing & AR/VR Lab enhancing industry exposure on campus. Apart from courses in Computer Science Engineering, Civil Engineering & Mechanical Engineering, the college offers engineering degrees in latest technologies such as Artificial Intelligence, Data Science, Automation.
WCTM Founders/Promoters being Ex-IITians & Ex-IIMian has helped the institution forge industry tie-ups with some of the biggest corporate giants of the country. These interactions provide students with hands-on training and an immersive experience that encourages an innovative temper, adding to their competitive edge.
A weekly industrial visit is conducted to help students gain workplace experi- ence and become industry ready. Field trips and industry trips such as at Yokohama, DMRC, Indiabulls, Yakult, Parle Limited, Amber Enterprises are a norm at WCTM for students to learn firsthand about their industry. Along with the industrial visits, students in the second and third year of study are introduced to Artificial Intelligence, Data Science, Cybersecurity, Business Analytics, Block Chain Technology, Cloud Computing, Automation, Robotics, empowering them to become adaptable and relevant to the changing milieu of the global corporate world. The tech savvy institution conducts international seminars and webinars once every week ensuring uninterrupted interaction with industry experts on topics like Artificial Intelligence, Cryptocurrency, where students got to interact with industry experts like Donal Madden (AI Engineer at Prakash (Engineer at Apple). The new Centres of Excellence for Artificial Intelligence on the campus provides industry oriented trainings in latest technologies and the Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) cell supports publishing of patents, which are among the landmark achievements of the institution.
The training and placement cell has developed a robust framework for worldclass training of students. Here, highly experienced professionals make concerted efforts to groom the students to be industry ready. They focus on aspects such as personality development, aptitude, corporate mannerism, etiquettes, confidence, communication and teamwork along with analytical, logical and critical reasoning. Training & Placement cell in contact with approximately 3000 companies, assuredly, the students have much to lookforward to in terms of plum placements. For the session 2023-24, a total of 296 companies offered placements to WCTM students from companies such as TCS, HCL, Wipro, Tech Mahindra, Bharti Airtel, Binary Semantics for Google, Addeco for Apple India, ICICI Mothersons, Byjus and many more with the highest package offer of 42 lakhs. At the mega job fair 2024 itself 2600 students got placed/shortlisted in over 62 companies on a single day.
In the professional arena ‘the only permanent thing is that nothing is permanent’ as it is constantly evolving and where competition is daunting. The rewarding moments are when students nurtured at WCTM remain unfazed even when situations get overwhelming, the true litmus test of the values and knowledge imparted by the institutions.This is because the focus is on student’s holistic well-being and community practices through alumni program, technical fest “IDEAS” & Hackathon and cultural fest “Zenith”, industrial-cumeducational trip offered to Singapore, Dubai and other global exposure through tie-ups with Old Dominion University (USA) & National Research University of Electronic TechnologyMIET, Russia.
At WCTM, the tradition is to not only develop the mind, but also the body and giving outlet to the artistic expression of students for which cultural fests are actively organized such as Zenith where popular singer B Praak performed this year to a cheering crowd. In the past, Honey Singh, Mohit Chauhan, Hardy Parmish Verma have regaled the audience. Add to this, active sports events League, besides other games for the overall growth of the students. All this has led to WCTM students getting meritorious positions in all courses bettering all colleges affiliated to Maharishi Dayanand University, Haryana.
WCTM Gurgaon provides a great start to a promising career as “your future is our Placements”.
For further details, contact World College of Technology and Management, Gurgaon Address: 5km Ahead, Farukh Nagar, (Kherakhurrampur), Gurgaon, Haryana-122506 Phone: 08607788739/40 www.wctmgurgaon.com Email: admin@wctmgurgaon.com
BUILDING ENGINEERS & ENTREPRENEURS WHO WILL LEAD THE CHANGE
Established in 2009, ShardaUniversity is India’s truly global university that has recently been ranked amongst the leading universities in Asia by QS Asia University Rankings 2024. The accreditation of A+ by NAAC and its commendable rank of 87 in India by NIRF further solidify its position as a top-tier institution dedicated to academic rigor and student success.
Established to School of Engineering & Technology has evolved into one of the leading engineering schools in North India. The school's advanced learning equipment; focus on research, experiential learning, and hands-on training in hi-tech laboratories give students a feel of practical and immersive education. SSET's recognition in the NIRF Ranking 2023, placing it in the 150-200 Engineering Band, reflects its dedication to academic excellence and quality education.
Additionally, being ranked 11-50 in Innovation underscores its innovative approaches to teaching and its contribution to advancing the engineering field.
What’s more, Sharda engineering accreditation which gives them a unique engineering programmes including Intelligence, Machine Learning, Cloud Computing, Virtualization Technology, Business Analytics & Optimization and, Information Security & Cloud Technology among others.
SSET believes in encouraging students to launch Startups and focus on discoveries. Some of the student innoElectrical Vehicle for disabled and elderly people, Electric Sports bike (VISION), Electric hub less bike (VAAAN), Hybrid Electric + Solar Vehicle, Mountain Climber Bike and Smart Air Purifying Droid (S.A.P.D). The culture of innovation is so ingrained in students that today Sharda’s Engineering alumni are running successful Startups.
Sharda students have developed a smart battery management system integrated with the CAN Bus interface in which the driver will get an alert before fire starts. The device was presented at the Ideation Hackathon 2022, organized by the Ministry of Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises.
With its commitment to staying ahead of the curve, fostering innovation, and empowering students to shape Engineering & Technology is indeed an excellent choice for students seeking to thrive in an ever-changing world.
For more details, contact: Sharda School of Engineering and Technology, Sharda University Contact Details: 0120-4570000 Website: www.sharda.ac.in
Commitment to superior education
CV Raman Global University: Spearheading Quality Engineering Education in Eastern India
CV Raman Global University (CGU) in Odisha stands out as a beacon of engineering education in Eastern India, showcasing its prowess through, remarkably ranked 3rd in the East Zone region under Times Engineering Survey, 2023 by OMS (A Division of Times Internet Limited), research conducted by i3rc Insights Pvt. Ltd. CGU's commitment to superior education, innovative research, and industry integration is profoundly reshaping the engineering landscape of the region.
ACADEMIC QUALITY AND INNOVATIVE CURRICULUM
At the heart of CGU’s success is its robust academic structure that emphasizes a curriculum integrated with the latest technological advancements. The university’s approach to blending theoretical knowledge with practical application equips students with the necessary skills to excel in the dynamic field of engineering. This educational philosophy ensures that graduates are not only industry-ready but are also innovators capable of addressing complex real-world challenges.
STRATEGIC INDUSTRY COLLABORATIONS
CGU's strategic partnerships with some of the leading industries and academic institutions worldwide enhance its educational offerings and provide students with exposure to some of the best global practices and cutting-edge research. These collaborations are instrumental in offering students internships, live projects, and placement opportunities that are crucial for their professional growth and employability.
RESEARCH INNOVATION AND IMPACT
Ranked 20th in Top 30 Institutes under Times Engineering Survey, 2023 by OMS (A Division of Times Internet Limited), a research conducted by i3rc Insights Pvt. Ltd for its research initiatives, CGU is a hub for innovation, particularly in sectors crucial for the development of Eastern India, such as renewable energy, sustainable engineering, and smart infrastructure. The encourages students and faculty to undertake projects that lead to significant societal impacts, aligning with global sustainability goals and contributing to the region's technological independence.
HOLISTIC DEVELOPMENT AND LEADERSHIP
CGU places a strong emphasis on the holistic development of its students. Through a variety of extracurricular activities, leadership programs, and community service initiatives, students are molded into wellrounded individuals who are not only engineering experts but also responsible leaders and active citizens.
VISION FOR THE FUTURE
As CGU continues to ascend in its journey of academic and research excellence, it aims to further enhance its educational dedicated to maintaining its status as one of the leaders in engineering education in Eastern India by fostering an ecosystem of innovation that propels students to the forefront of technological advancement. University’s role as a key educational institution in Eastern India is a testament to its enduring commitment to excellence and innovation. With ongoing efforts to enhance its educational impact, CGU is set to continue its legacy of shaping the future of engineering both regionally and nationally.
Sanjib Kumar Rout
Choose the right institution
Engineering Excellence: Sona College's Trailblazing Journey in Education and Innovation
In India's vast engineering education landscape, choosing the right institution is a daunting task, especially in states like Tamil Nadu with Technology in Salem, Tamil Nadu, stands out amidst this complexity. With a century-long legacy of quality education, guided by visionary leadership, it pioneers innovative solutions to modernize engineering education and prepare students for the demands of Industry 4.0 under the leadership of Chairman C.Valliappa and Vice Chairmen, Chocko Valliappa and Thyagu Valliappa.
Sona College's approach is multifaceted, encompassing various initiatives to ensure academic excellence and prepare students for the challenges of the modern world. This includes offering a diverse range of undergraduate, postgraduate, and Ph.D. programs, with a focus on emerging fields such as AI, ML, and Data Science to meet industry demands. The college designs tailored curricula with input from industry specialists to ensure relevance and practicality. Moreover, Sona including SonaSPEED, which contribChandrayaan-3.
To enhance global competency, the college provides language courses in German. Through partnerships with Systemes and Continuing Education programs, students gain hands-on updated with industry trends. Sona College's commitment to providing state-of-the-art facilities in Smart City Salem, including modern classrooms and cutting-edge enhances the learning experience. Additionally, the college promotes through cultural and artistic activities, with over 30 student clubs and forums fostering creativity, collaboration, and personal growth among students.
In conclusion, Sona College of Technology example of innovation and excellence in engineering education. By bridging the gap between academia and industry, Sona College is empowering the next generation of engineers to thrive in an ever-changing world, setting a precedent for transformative education nationwide.
Sona College received prestigious awards like the Economic Times TechEDU Award and IBM/AICTE/ Engineering Edu Award 2023 (Gold) and Best Students Chapter Award 2023, besides the National Institute of Award.
Accreditations include NAAC A Grade and NIRF ranking within the 151-200 band, while all eligible courses are NBA-accredited, ensuring quality education meeting industry standards. In 2023, nearly 92.2% of Sona College's 836 students secured placements, with approximately 175 recruiters participating, and an average CTC of 5.3 LPA, with the highest domestic CTC reaching 18.54 LPA. Sona College's multiple wins of the National Level AICTE-CII Best Industry Linked Institute Award underscore its leadership in industryacademic collaborations, solidifying its position as a trailblazer in engineering education.
For more details contactSona College of Technology TPT Main Road, Salem – 636005. T.N. INDIA 04274099 999 www.sonatech.ac.in
Vice-chairman Chocko Valliappa, Chairman C. Valliappa, Vice-chairman Thyagu Valliappa
Connecting The Dots Between Autonomy & Changing Industry Needs
KIET Group of Institutions, which is one of the top engineering institutes in Delhi-NCR, is constantly polishing its students for industry 4.0, 5.0 and the like. It has recently bagged the ‘Crash and Burn Award’ at NASA’s Human Exploration Rover Challenge 2024, where their students represented India with their human-made rover. It is renowned for its avant-garde Centers of Excellence that are set up in collaboration with industry experts to bridge the gap between industry and academia. Some of these include Centre for Advanced Supercomputing in collaboration with Mechatronics in collaboration with Mercedes Benz India and so on.
Recently, the institute has been granted with Autonomous status by UGC, which means that KIET shall be updating its curricula to reflect the latest industry trends research initiative, interdisciplinary programs, internship opportunities and overall education quality will be enhanced.
At present, the institute is accredited by NAAC with “A+” grade and bears the laureates of 88th rank in Pharmacy, 151-200 Rank Band in Engineering category, and 51-100 Rank Band in Innovation category as per the NIRF Ranking 2023 released by the Ministry of Education, Government of India.
The institute offers lucrative placements from major recruiters, like Amazon, Cognizant, Accenture, Flipkart and others.
Courses offered: B/M.Tech, B/D/M Pharma, MCA, MBA, Diploma Courses
For more details, visit: www.kiet.edu Toll Free No: 1800-1200-106
Table of Contents
TOI Print Edition May 30, 2024
Front Page
3 killed as fire triggers blasts in Sonipat unit
2 Maoists with `9L bounties killed
Govt gives CAA certs in WB, Hry, U’khand
No emergency exit at gaming zone: SIT
Groom kills bride & 7 family members
Girl, 15, kills dad, bro, puts bodies in freezer
52.9°C: As city stn logs highest temp ever in India, IMD says will probe
SUV in Brij son’s convoy runs over 2 cousins in UP
Recover `150cr from ex-dirs: Govt to IL&FS
Irdai sets 3-hr limit to settle health claims
If no. starts with 160, it’s a mktg or service call
Monkey faints in heat, cop’s CPR revives it
Modi says world didn’t know of Gandhi till ’82 film, Cong retorts with Godse jibe
PM sniffs plot in Naveen ‘ill health’; I’m fine, says CM
Sharjeel gets bail from Delhi HC in sedition case, won’t walk out of jail
Trans-ition! How mom’s pride overcomes prejudice
SC refuses to list Kejriwal’s plea to extend interim bail
Porsche case: Reinstated doc on MLA, min’s letter, says dean; sent on leave
S&P changes India’s outlook from ‘stable’ to ‘positive’
Times Nation
Modi hints at ‘conspiracy behind dip in Naveen’s health’, Odisha CM hits back
CM himself to blame for BJP remark: Kharge
CYCLONE’S AFTERMATH RAVAGES N-E
Meerut cop saves heat-hit baby monkey with CPR
Monsoon set to arrive early and simultaneously over Kerala, N-E
Hot hills: Mercury at record high in U’khand, HP, J&K
SUV from Brij Bhushan’s son’s cavalcade kills 2 cousins in UP
2 days ahead of poll, migrants in WB get citizenship under CAA
Girl, 6, ensures her siblings flee house on fire, but loses life
DoT seeks to curb pesky calls with new ‘160’ number series
After losing its last inhabitant, TN ghost village stands as example of the perils of climate change
Shah: SP made Ramzan power cut-free but not Janmashtami
India test-fires RudraM-II missile from Su-30 fighter
Prajwal set to land tomorrow; to be arrested instantly: Mantri
Trafficking racket: Cops rescue 3 more, probe sale outside state
Govt promotes 11 ED cadre officers to joint director rank
A WILD MORNING IN BULANDSHAHR
2 new cubs take Sariska tiger tally to record 36
Girl kills dad & bro, stores bodies in freezer; detained
3 Bihar girls on ‘spiritual quest’ found dead in UP
33 years on, Raj man acquitted of attempt to murder wife
Revanth junks BRS-adopted state emblem
Absence of emergency exit left visitors trapped, says SIT
Rajkot gaming zone operators neglected 2023 fire warning
Civic body could have checked fire safety in Nov 2023, but sat on it
Pune RTO cancels temporary registration of teen’s Porsche
Minister is not god to know everything: Mushrif
Fake birth cert: Azam conviction stayed but will remain in jail
India in focus as UAE set to open cultural dist in ’25
2 Maoists killed in encounter, C’garh’s 2024 toll rises to 118
Mentally unstable man kills wife of 8 days, 7 of his family
6 PSB execs booked in Karnataka for govt officer’s suicide
PM: Past govts didn’t conserve heritage due to slave mentality
Cong cites MCC, asks EC to bar ‘maun vrat’ media coverage
Tight security in Kanyakumari, 2k cops posted for PM’s event
BJP neta moves HC, links Kerala CM daughter to foreign bank a/c
Court sentences 2 men to 20-yr RI for 2020 acid attack on 17-year-old girl in Bahraich
Times City
Wasting Water Will Now Cost You `2,000
Don’t try firefighting, call us before it’s too late: DFS chief
17 cars gutted as fire breaks out in MCD parking lot
HC launches free Wi-Fi facility
55 minors rescued from meat exporter’s unit
Delhi On Fire, But Here Is Why Some Locations Are Better Off
Peak power demand in city touches never-before mark of 8,302MW
All’s not lost, but capital needs a plan to ward off heat
LG announces afternoon respite for workers, Bharadwaj says advisories already in place
Evening drizzle after sizzle brings temporary relief
NATURE'S REVENGE, BEST SERVED HOT!
LG Suspends OSD To Health Minister
Hospital tragedy: Initial reports show babies died of suffocation
Court takes note of 6th ED chargesheet naming Kavitha
‘NO ONE CARES IF WE LIVE OR DIE’
Body-Soul Journey Riddled With Hurdles
MCD claims 70% of desilting target met
How NDMC’s bagless policy has taken burden off these children’s shoulders
Blasts at Sonipat factory: 3 succumb to burns, 10 critical
Bizman shot by 2 men in NE Delhi
HC to hear Bibhav’s petition against his arrest tomorrow
Woman disguises as male courier boy to rob neighbour, held
‘Trial stayed in 2022 on Sharjeel’s instance’
22-yr-old woman murdered by her hubby in S Delhi
Chinese among five held for cyber fraud
When School Came Knocking On Doors Of These Poor Kids
IndiGo to review evacuation with bags at IGI Airport
Relief sought by CM beyond scope of main appeal, says SC
Lord Shiva does not need anyone’s protection, says HC
Dance Of Democracy
After decade-long wait, it’s finally a Tewari & Tandon show in Chandigarh
Trinamool Congress looks to maintain dream run in its Kolkata South bastion
In Yogi backyard, a development vs caste battle brews
Once a lifeline for 30 lakh, dying river turns into poll issue
2 narratives in Sandeshkhali. Which will win?
Hat-trick of victories or losses? Misa fights jinx, Ram Kripal looks to extend streak
SURROUND SOUND
In Mayurbhanj, it’s ‘Odisha ki beti’ vs Naveen’s welfare schemes
Editorial
Not A Drop To Waste
Choppy Skies
‘And how many deaths
Dear New Govt, Do Get Real
Punjab’s Power Ride On A Rocky Road
Consciousness Is Brain’s User-Illusion Of Itself
A thought for today
Sacred space
Times Business
Tata Steel to invest $2bn to fund rejig of UK ops
IL&FS , arms told to recover `150cr from ex-directors
RBI puts curbs on 2 Edelweiss cos
Cos can raise funds at competitive cost
Sensex falls 668 pts on global factors
Exchanges warn investors of fake trading apps, impostors
Irdai sets 3-hour limit to settle health claims
Tata Steel’s profit slides 65% to `555cr
Times Global
Barred? Labour hit with row over poll prospects of first black woman MP
Amid tank raids in Rafah, Israel predicts war to last entire 2024
POK poet missing after criticising Pak military in police custody
In 4 sec, S’pore Airlines fell 178ft due to G-force change
Nawaz Sharif signals peace as India awaits new govt
Putin names former bodyguard to senior role, fuels successor rumours
AROUND THE WORLD
A four-letter word is Sweden’s sweet secret to happiness
N Korea sends balloons carrying trash to South
‘If Trump wins, Musk could become a policy adviser’
Times Sport
T20’S BRAVE NEW WORLD
India start training, Kohli yet to join squad
COACHES FILL IN FOR NINE-MAN AUSTRALIA, NAMIBIA STILL LOSE!
PARIS MATCH
GOFFIN SLAMS FRENCH FANS, CLAIMS ONE SPAT GUM AT HIM
Swiatek survives Osaka scare, in Rd 3
One for the family: Ruud restores father’s pride after almost 30 years
Indian MotoGP replaced by Kazakhstan
IBA offers $50,000 to Paris Olympics gold medalists
GALLERY
Tahsin, 17-year-old of Indian origin, picked in Qatar football squad
Sindhu, Prannoy advance in Singapore Open
TN govt makes bid for Gukesh-Liren title bout
Vaishali beats Humpy, moves into sole lead
ABD laments racial quota chatter around SA T20 WC squad
‘Champion coach’ Flick appointed to Barca hotseat
Delhi Times
‘INDEPENDENT FILMMAKING IN INDIA IS SEEING A HUGE REVIVAL’
We’ve to know our worth and ask for it unapologetically: Sushmita Sen
Female flyers, would you prefer to sit beside a woman?
HEIGHT OF TRAFFIC? JAM ON MT EVEREST
CELEBS SHOW SOLIDARITY WITH RAFAH
Bob Dylan painting sold for over `1 cr
AI is stealing our faces, says JLo
Screening of a documentary on Alzheimer’s prevention at Cannes
DELHI RAMP GLAMS UP
When women start saying they won’t settle for less, things will change: Sushmita
I would like The Shameless to be seen in India, says Bojanov
Celebs show solidarity with Palestine after Rafah attack
Special Report
GROOMING STUDENTS FOR THE FUTURE
From Classroom to Global Impact: Unmatched Quality in Academics, Research and Placements
A Beacon of Academic Prestige and Innovation in Central India
REDEFINING HIGHER EDUCATION IN INDIA
Holistic Education with Global Outlook
BUILDING A BRIGHTER FUTURE
BEST YOGA ASANAS FOR STUDENTS TO BUILD FOCUS AND SHARP MEMORY
TIMES ALL INDIA RANKING SURVEY 2024
DRIVING CHANGE IN EDUCATION WITH INNOVATION AND IMPACT
Shaping Careers For The World Stage
EMPOWERING TOMORROW'S LEADERS THROUGH INNOVATIVE EDUCATION
Shaping futures with experience and expertise
FOR THE CRITICAL THINKERS OF TOMORROW
The Academic Odyssey: Nurturing Brilliance, Fostering Change
BRIDGING WORLDS: ENGINEERING'S BOUNDLESS REACH
NUDGING YOUNG TALENT TO THEIR TRUE CALIBRE
RE-INVENTING TEACHING AND LEARNING IN CLASSROOMS THE GALGOTIAS ACTIVE LEARNING ECOSYSTEM
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY TOP ENGINEERING COLLEGES IN INDIA
EMPOWERING TOMORROW'S LEADERS WITH INNOVATION AND ACADEMIC PROWESS
Global Campus: Diverse academicdisciplines for a globalized world
Preparing for the professional world
A TESTAMENT OF HIGH STANDARDS
Technical Education A Custodian of Holistic Contentment
Want to boost your brainpower? Try these 5 effective exercises
EMPOWERING STUDENTS WITH PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE
EV Revolution at Top Engineering and Management College
INTEGRATED LEARNING FOR COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT IN EDUCATION
TOP 38 125 PRIVATE ENGINEERING INSTITUTE RANKINGS 2024
TO SUCCEED IN A COMPETITIVE ENVIRONMENT
DRIVING INNOVATION, NURTURING TALENT
FOSTERING QUALITY TECHNICAL EDUCATION FOR FOUR DECADES
Over two decades of promoting quality engineering education
For a global perspective
6 High-paying career options after studying robotics
CREATING TODAY’S PIONEERS AND TOMORROW’S LEADERS
SRMIST’S STUDENTS EXCELLING: HEADING TOWARDS PAR EXCELLENCE
Curriculum designed for the future
Embracing Industry 4.0 and Beyond
IGNITING MINDS AND REALISING DREAMS
EMPOWERING STUDENTS THROUGH IMPACTFUL HIGHER EDUCATION
Seeking to make quality education affordable
5 COOLING AYURVEDIC HERBS TO PROTECT FROM HEATWAVE THIS SUMMER
EMPOWERING ENGINEERS THROUGH QUALITY EDUCATION
CENTER FOR ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH EXCELLENCE SINCE 1996
NURTURING TALENT
Commitment to academic and holistic student development
139-year legacy
A gateway to the future
Practical Ways To Retain Information Clearly When Studying, Shares Biomedical Engineering Student
A CONTINUED COMMITMENT TOWARDS ENGINEERING EDUCATION
Igniting Minds Through Innovation
FROM CONCEPT TO CREATION, A CATALYST FOR TECH TITANS
FOR YOUR ACADEMIC PURSUITS
Curiosity Leads to Inventions
A Trailblazer in Engineering Education
What is this ancient yoga that has therapeutic powers
Shaping Next Generation Engineers
REDEFINING ENGINEERING EDUCATION
Manage the future
UEMK Marching towards the centre of eminence
Consistent Academic Quality of IEM
LEADING WITH VISION: TRANSFORMATIVE EDUCATION FOR FUTURE INNOVATORS
Why should cybersecurity be taught in schools?
FROM CAMPUS TO CORPORATE: TRANSFORMING STUDENTS INTO INDUSTRY READY INDIVIDUALS
BUILDING ENGINEERS & ENTREPRENEURS WHO WILL LEAD THE CHANGE
Commitment to superior education
Choose the right institution
Connecting The Dots Between Autonomy & Changing Industry Needs